





Dedications 


A dedication has, been attempted cowards our forefathers~- to 
ston ewe go ichy To, ti regent inhabteanta-- Ce whom, bare 
SEGRE EFS HRal'Sed gue for'cheny And to the future genefationos 
ERE wal Ge\able to loox sack into a simlance of records, to 06 
ble orin sone future date, carry on fron wore we, have left off. 
figysfon°aia find soy £8 our arvenpe co" reach this goals 











Four, 


ur Iocan Macory of the community up to T9G0, This tas, been 
sropared as a nari of respect fo our pioneers and. teachers, Tn 
Rbepiling thie took we have tried to Ferive nemorie: of the past, 
lense the people’ of today and present a true record of the Pacts 
Foprthe fecirer Sone saneg,and Emporcant svegta. say have. be38 om 
Seled, but not satontionaliy, In general {eis he record of the 
pasty Weiteen ty the people shengelves, of zheir shilsren, 

ertape, af titen, wo have been répetieious, tut ir ie better 
tobave a stir ole pase ZAGG not"eSid at all wove, we ope” 
frester snderetansing of tie enorvous task faced by our forefathers. 
‘Frey wore courageous nen end wonon; as shown ty their stories, any 
Tete Conforeatie hones’ co cons. anf'wreseie with the wilderness and 
fo walla ehis eownnicy and make 4e"possitie for us ve encoy i ae 
i Rigeae. 























fey arate an we vish you would bear chia An 
Hideo aol Zastns ve ast tor your 2 and hope you will chink 
iy, of the fanily above whieh you ar0 reading and Srer took «li 


aria . 


Cover gested and. sketched by Dianne Oradin of Wa. Harrison's 
16 Ma trea dete of profits ¢9 the many who bave helped 1 
piltagy Seeding tntorabtton, eltting, spac aa dodng the pastecpe 
cial wantton shoud be made of tbe work done by Yabel Seren 
para tarrisen, Hary. Pelton and‘HoreenIwsidt Un covordinee 
inp 411 the work Fequired, Withoue their many hours of devoted effore 
fo" book would not have: Seen poosioier 
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sadow Bank An 1920, 
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Te Lowering and Lifting the silk and cream in the well. 


2. Carrying water into the house, then after 1t was uaed 
SE7HLa"Eo"e carried ot. 





3+ Walking to tow for the mail, or just seeing a nedghbor walking 


4b. The smell we Lived with from burning gas and coal of2 lamps, 
5+ Gotng to tom and baying a big 5¢ ice cream con 
6. How fast you got dreased on 
7 Wang and making 178 089. 








winter morning 





8 Byervone jumping into the be 
able efvefnoon Sr evenkne 

Sn Taritation was snnoard of 
9. Piles of wood that needed to be aplit and then carried inside. 


10. The generat phone ring to lat everyone know of « shower, sectal 


IE, Mandow Bank pientes. 


12, Making chat last trip outaide to the outhouse before going to 
Bed "ad how scarry fe gouid be ona aark nights OE 


7 oF S1e4gh and spending an onsor~ 
Rane Se"atnelpmers and‘watelng Por 








1), The excitement inaide, when you tipped the caboost 
TL Filling the resorvour with water. 

15. Skating on the 2ake or Siough. 

16, Dutlding and traveling on corduroy roads. 

T7. Filling the oven with kindling for mooning 








6, Whenever che horses ran ayay, you could always find the 
She dn Front of the bam deer. a 


To, Standing by the warath of the cook stove, 


20, When the stores weren't self sere, 





21. utleing and threshing bees. 
22, Ironing all those cotton clothes with sad iron 





2). Wagon full of Indians and their faniiies camped along the road 
atfowances with their horses hobbled: = “Mee S108 


2k. Maver being blocked tn after a stora, as we always had a hor 
Uae alantl have'ts G2ath“Galy So" ehet Bond, oMe7™ ™ 








An the activity at the losal Blackenitn and Livery barn, 


‘the atrawstack slowly becone mahroon shaped while the cattle 
Showed Ie through the waneer. 


Gotng to, the, local ball, school or barn to a dance as a fantly 
fihd'ot mowing what a Gaby sitter was 


‘The shapes of the clothes after they ware hung outside to trot 
‘hen brosehe tnaide again £0'thaw, drip and dry 


Being able to pick lote of Tiger Lilies and lady Slippers. 
Standing aroud a pot bellied stove visiting. 


Recleving nothing but homemade gifvs for Chriecnasgthat meant 
nore to"la" than anyuntng that could have been bough 


Yom sending, Dad reading and the children doing honework around 
{he iivehen cable, witha coal sil Lamp in the cencers 


Rathing on friday nights tn a laundry tub, and the whole fantiy 
Sathing fn the sume water with only ¢ iitéie hot water added 
afver the next seaber got ia: 

Pelt Sooke and Pelt Boots. 


Digging and selling senaca roote, 


Getting te0 frow the te house for honenade ice ere 


CLinbing and sliding off sheave stacks. 
“nok rabbit stew 
Spates and britches. 


Horses with thesr oat bag and the blinders 











i 
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Subestted by Clare Einarson 


Dad, cane to, Canada in the year 3905 to file on the Wb, 36, 22. 
in apria“1906, Dad and sy beecher Henry, who wae chen 12-year" old) 
Suilb"a aodeshe for'Rie Fantiy. “cater” that sane year the’ fantay 
Gane, iy aother, grandmother Vopiand fon ay mocherta side), orather 
Waited) who wad SE years old, dad nyseity'a tavy of & fow'monthos 









Ded and Henry, nee us at Wadena with oxen ang the wagon. Dad had 
broulht, Some susck” ana machinery with him fron Rinneaseay when he 
eomwith Oacar and Tadsiph Rothom, who also rouge machinery ond 








up frat, stop was at Cart Hansone, ac nother and srandnother 
soue the strain sf Srayel. “Garland Anis were vay neopieatie, 
and willing to"helps “They alnaye reneined Our good frlendss 





aa olegred nore Land and ¢44 mors buslding. My Dad's father, 
‘Theodore Ahi, cane and spent his remaining a A year’ 
Tefore he disa’'ay ofase?" Boot was Coens" 0 LI8fo 
Eis Erandnattat 1 {5150 WG'artadpecents 

Eine batons IBho! 





Nother and Dad wore married Decenter 23, 1809 in Nebraska. 
Daa Helped te musa" 

abe Greek Sehoot 92008 
and for his neighbors, 
ache had’ eagoling oh 
Eine’ and chrospor with & 
sieoden ‘separator, sintlar 
tothe one inthe plotare. 











ancl? easly dave, et 
the nodch ore 





Boring the tong 
SielelasSetereO ets" 
oe tundn totes weds’ 
Seeleted of'arsigute, 
TSAR oe Soo 
Fhe’noney ratsed would go 
agm food enue tele 
Sade geese, 
SIONS AUR pand PEE occer 





Dad bought his First horse 











Elser An Fantly = continued 


1 starved schoot at Duck Cresk in 1013 with Me, Sanger a3 
stret teacher, ndorien Cowan ai eh 

went co school, other friends were, "ary surge, er Doiiiey- ae. ¥e 
Yonday called fer, Sexton Lindon, Liber’ Lapeely and four’ of the 
Nonson fandly, Naty, Agatha, Buphenta, and Katherine: 


Mr. and Mra. Fred Burge had the post office and were oor close 
petghtsre, am yore the Lindene, Fareisone and John Waddell.” the 
Reali Bak ball waa across che lake from see lore we enjoyed. nany 
food dances ond plenice, fo get to the hall we used to.croas the 
fie n'a boat "in 1920 we moved to the” Orpington district. Years 
Unter married zinarson Shd'we had chrse Sona, imme, Clarence and 
iavela, "Honey married Satie Seott and’ had one'aaughter Josie. Fosa 
fareied marci Norberg ang there were three daughters to tha union, 
Kiniey chetotine, end Bilite., 














Reuben Augustus Family 


Maseie and Ravere. Augustin were the children of Reuben Augustus. 
may Lived for a'thore tine on the Ely, iL, 96; 22+ During this 
‘Hine the’ children attended Duck Creek "School. 





Matste in 1024-25 and Ravers in 1926-27. The f 





co Kolvington woeta thele father decane eéfior of the Halvington 


Mes and Mra, Ingvald Austring 


Meg, Tngvald Auatréng, were married in July of 1916 at 
near Seite Current. Thay” operated a 
ontas then, goved tothe Wadepa, distri 








{tnd Yen to the Rotman ares in 193k, soveting on the MES,ty 36,33+ 


The Austrings had thirteen ehtldren, eleven of whom attendod 
the Rotaun Scheel. 

THES, "Daryit ibe, 85224ng8, Montana 
Ste Paul, Minnesota 
Wes het hd cal 
hrs, Rowand Frangén, Langley, 8.0 
Hes Sie dpady Brodaen, vontana, U.S.A. ' 
fea, indy Wilk, ‘Saskatoon 
Donald’ Wadena 















on, the Roxnum School board for 
siche'19800e bas continued £5 





Moa. Austring gow Lives in Wadena: Of the forty years gpent on | 
tne Tara she says Mihey were the happiest years of ay life.” 
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Rueben iusteing 


orn on June 29, 1900 at Reaver Plats, Saskatchewan. At the age 
agtontynersgved folify Sineent"unere ay parents operated a dairy 


Ny choline began in Swift Current and did not enter Rotman until 
ign Behool, Grate S0'tn 1997. 





y wife Ann and T have four children ~ 20 girls and two boys, we 
sur lve ih Ontario.” Ian exvensively involved’ in international 
‘eating of all rings. 


Meman Allen Panily 


oryan ¥S224am Alen 
Nirjerie: Kineda’(ihedey) 


Mr, and Yes. Allon noved to the Rotnun district tn 1932, and 
auvedin"Uhip approxinate area for” AL Yours,” Mery Allen fared al 
iua'ieeo aneta'he retired. Are, Aden taught school for many yearee 
Hope. of che loves of Herman's life were, trading horses of cateie 
anf sany'a rood deal vas made. 





‘Their fantly of five were & great joy to e 





they were 





Francis Natl ree? 
Jove Rarjorts 1933 | ‘e 
Narion Allee Roberta 1954 

‘Tone Tose is 

Garty Baten ru ‘f 


Mes, Ronald Mefnnie ~ Subnteted by Francie 


Me wore married in 1950 and had our wedeing dance Sn the Naadow 
Bank fall.” Woriives in Strathelais, banieoa Snell 1950. "Shon 
roved to few Westninster, BCs; and/hera we still Live, 








Me have oxo shilaren, fonda and Bandy. Ronda married Kurt Tross 
Wyiyi and Pay natrded Wo Etetbart In Besenber, 5782 








Moa. Erhard Mindhaber = Submitted ty Marton 
Joyce ~ Moss Maggs has two daughters, now Lives tn Hew Westadn~ 
Erhard Wingnaber, We have two daughters and three 
tslnde"hae two one and‘one Seagnece’ Thay reside 
in Prince George. 














Windhaber fantly continued 





reside i 


= wife Ruby, cher have two sons and one gaughter. They 
Prince George and urs Alen fas nis mows £n She sane ‘sare 








Submitted by the conittee on behalf of Brien and Curtis Andereon; 


‘These parents are Evelyn and Ary Anderson and they resided 
with Grandna and Grandpa Ausering while shor actended otnan School 





Relan ia aingle and Curtéa {e narcied with a fantiy of two 
eniaarens he's a cacpenter by trede and Goeh boys Live’ tn Celgary. 





Benjamin Avery Panty 


Tyas the formar Lavada Leepart and my parents carged near Bysbrow 
Sani he gearty Coronsck, Inuerieddenfanin iverys fen, as a. Youne 
Fron England, hadi fote 20 sady ant lacer soldier in both Ware 











riety Thirtiest, ic. found Use tantly moving north to ehe Noadow 
Bank istrict in' September of TOIT 








1 brother, Ueonard and Ty along wich my four ebtléren, and 
we aru dgy "gate wn gr Gotonefos g's fogen fe fen Gres 








The winter was spent with Olive and Ted 
ber husband, Pron Bere wo" ofthe 

Ue" agenan Schooi._ in the spring. he fasily' nor 
S&12.) Gnere wo 2ived for" aboce airteen years: 











By now che second World Yar was on, and both Sen and our eldest 
id Hetned" fe‘ Row Z, with the feip'of the other children 7 








Later, we douzht a farm adjoining che Meadow Sank Hall. A new 
bpouge ngs fullce. en passed ave). in 166), but che farm still romain 
Er ihetfaatiy ana fo Fatued fy'the’yomgéet son toos. yan residing 








Rosella (Avery) Btoon. 





FT acuended the Duck Greek Sahool fron 1997 = 39, 


va Nasrison, Mer Sordaon and flies. Any Baxelaony (Srownde 


uae 





i 





onetta (Avery) Sioon = conan 








eali"oniy Hye of us alan" ates sehool, Wilm Bontlds doyee and 
fonnd'Wetants, Tod saat. We probably’ sete recordt Hal 


In 1934-39 1 had permission from. Any Sakelson to attend Duck 
Grech tull Cine, wade taking my grades nine and ton ty sor 
athe, ate cortceed oy work aaagave all che-ansscazce ? aged, 
Ehe"untons have Fon with Phae teaaya wie 








T also recall the great, part, les. Fred Jones played in our 
saghool, not" pniynehe poldeiesl side, but tke ofeantaing of our 
flonted Sha Ghrlotnas'concerses” These cwo eventa Ware she Sie 
Higie"or"the country school iife. "fan still see" kre, donea 

Sarping, the nandle or the old-sanual {c0 cream nakers. ‘They Just 


The school would be fitted to overflowing st our Christmas 
concerts: "ft was the only eine in ny ife Tt have been Gn sage. 


roby (Avery) Mack 


Jy Drovrgr Apoe and T began achoot a5 Duck Crack tn 1929, Ms 
‘ies Se. Bordson and fin {930 wish iny Estelaon. Besar 
OF gehsot chung wore che Moore twine, Stare Donald, Janie 
‘and Verna Nelante’ 




















School buses wore unheard of in those daye and students ‘rave 
qd gnrattous ways, sow walked, others roge bikes er cane on Ror 
sick or burey.”"En'wincer we travelled ty horse and Losensen” 








‘or recreation ve played tall in summer and we managed to buy 
abel and St by stat fanily donating ting ae" gaurény. "He 
Wits tien and Wolverson. "Sons of the perante who owd cara” 
Would" eranspore ue U2 our eaness 











One of the high lights of the year was the Chréstmas con 
Ze vaainela te he ‘aad, Dae Haat" aboat’ oy weeks before 
fo practise. The older students would help decora: ea 
theThalt and Mov Glaays Lowndes would help witht 
sineines 


sycD CBE, fas tad pelted tn the spring ube rand became» tee 
{fefeole,Sonpsting, "Sisk Greek, Brand, Rotnum, Willow Olen‘end 1" 


fa 















‘6 
Ruby (Avery) Mack, continued 
The f4end day vas neld on a clearing beside Yosdow Bank lake, 


starting with «School parade, ‘esch sehool wich, tea, bamers 
SSSR uehWOLL’ Pecetve a free fot dogs a cool drink and ise crean. 





wish the pose pounes would recatve the trophy for. 
Toy" and’ girl wien the hi 
edale and a, Sronee mage 






























ALL the atudente of that, tine received their immuntestion shots E 
ge che aehsel,or hail; he Doctor and avnurse would. coe =~ Dre F 
Ferguson and Dr: Jones were the doctors 1 renenber, later ail the ; 
other schools cane to the hall and took pare. ; 
» Keadow Bank Hall was a place of much activity. : 
‘riaay night, dence, usually wich local ; 
‘ail hela" there and very election day. : 
Webedane the polling seation. 
On Sunday the linsted Church nold services every other week, : 
‘Special services, such : 
‘ine Lonelusion of the 

Feliiaas decorates wson 
er paces, hey Ladies 'Aid wos pat for, Supper ' 
itfene' two events were eagerly svaited and ; 

‘This Se 2 picture of a 

bering Bethe, schoot 
Drought ehecefomt!ses. ; 
Nereis gee fess hope | 
donation. ~ : 
c 





T was the seventh son of Mr. and Mrs. Ingvald Austring. As ton 
ogre of Rotman 
T teenh the 





School yaid, T'was enjoying myselt playing catch with # stone. 
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Don Austring continued 


Pie stone voared ott course on ics way dow histing 





isl on the 

na"Roxnum justice was handed ut 
28on eneh handy 

from 2 horses faeness! 













ho could forget the day when the white hor 
and "araene Megscnger had ¢e"est) neatly senove 


driven vy tareta 


Srisge of 8 
Soros dgeviorstve bores with'a tenr"Shord Siv"aar? “F'eteusht 
Eel tale" to one HEN fe hate Pinal a plan oF 

Teoh lnpey ile plage ould yet ae sCbl"or ae Bheal™ 
Theforse coving inte the yard with the tall dangline by's serine. 














Me used to play in the bush on the Tweidt farm cornering the 

gghool grounds,” Thas"one winter day’ we Pad baile a fire and when 

thecboaf Pane for glass, ateer she Joo" Hour, wo ail panteved aed 

thew snow of the fre o"put stout, "This proved to'te a mist 

Etchuse the Seoke. just nillowed, up through the, trees, noth 

jergabouter” ‘That ended our activitaes 

gs ok aa cetgaber one tone afternoon, 

Getting Soaked in'the dugout. Bes EE 











I nenenber playing ort wich sone of 


ry classnaves, Ray’ Schaby part. tow 
narried to Ann Gortaen, formeriy of Teper, Alberta 
fna\P'nave a ngving vat’ an well a detvine a 
‘no wonder Looking back, "eas now appreciate the antics 
OF school childee 


















Jone (lusting) Spady 


‘onth before, noving to lendan in Novenuar iov?. f aeariel school 
SelRocmine TAL thet tine. there were seven Austrine chilares aes 
ending Agenin School. "r can ragall. the seven of ua arriving at 
Une school for the farat eine and being starred av ty the other 
Stidents.- Ze yo.td dave Sean a’mich nore soars expevience fad T 
fst had so nany brothers and alaters wich aes 














vents were’ tne Shristras,concorss and"tbe sehoo] pienios a ti 
SUUTGE GUeh achool years rear send ae Chat bobetaee aes 








For grades TE ona Tit 1, 
two Rivers siti Znapfvute, After complet 
Seheiage Weleraster) gui wot tora 
General Wospital. fron 398005 55, 
fagpeean from 1953°= 1033. 


tended a Christian high aahool at 
ine Bat sehool e704) 
ing at fotieon 











guy MUSE Oa LUA ADEN A orang 
Spee ape tatuse"in scree ey! "ane eh ye Gee 
AE ie Deke uniptonoy fsusee ord eleboete Ts Me BS, 

















We have theas sons, David age 25, Dale 1h and Téa 1, 422 tn 

Thave covered sani Riles since ty gaye ae focnan schoo! “but 

e nenaries will live on roreser.” {fave enioyed ster? ef 
Fire, oba te 0" good to then chat pit thelr uruse tn 














Norbert, and Laure Dogthy alone 











Ontario and Lived ih various pares. of 
sisEitenoran, Prior to roving’ eg. the 
north of Retvingeass? Y “ST# 





isoneario apd rad 


















Herbert Booth Panily continued 


Ne. and Mes, Booth soved to Kelvington to retire in 2954. 
Garnet’ and hie wife Anos, reside’ on the hone Fara with thot the 
dauhters, Marilyn presently of Saskatoon, Lorraine tn Grate TY 
andStushelie in Grae i at the Kelvington’Hieh School 








Atbert Bjorke Fantly 
Subattted by davehter Olea Murray. 


Me, and Meg. Albert Bjorke were both born in Norway and Later 
cane'to he UTScAs, where they ware married 


A3bere cape to Canada while st411 single, and worked on the 
seiieged api In Wgertae atte.” fshavaateastal arth of vale" on 
Suth' Créer Schoots” Le vas along wal of ay pilose 96 i "t5' no 
wonder Sone of" thon Became aiscourapes and lat aehco! before Che 








ly days the horses wore worked all day in the fields, 
s0 most peopie wore great waiters, espociaiiy’ our fantiye they 
yuledinity "elses Selonding Church Services a the hone Se Helder 








Sone years later, Albert acquired land at Stove Creek, north 
of Lise 








P ye Pesged evay and wag rid Sn ohe Lacheran 
‘arden tools to vend vox" Stater Annie’ cook career” 








Subnteted by Dan Bjarke 


hy father, Albers Bjarke wap a school teacher, ceaching tan- 
guaens Le Deleteh, Minnesota. "He atfted a Sct" tn'nopways “Ha one 
Sedlnarried’ Olivia Bricktons and later noved to the Buck, Oreck 
Srea"on a,tarn.” they had five ehiliren, Carrie, hinte, Dental, 
Sige sna ven: 








Wy father used to fire guard the school grounds, Tines vere 
Aare og Dies Satay Paonia Fos Par prodase and gare 
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jerke Fantly continued 


T,ent to Alberta vo logeine ctnpa, thls was & new kind of experience 


ty atster Annie, married Andrey Mislson of Swan River, Manitoba. 
Maceted aching crag‘ Pore (eben, Bi. artigos, 
Grorsens in 051, {e'Worad War IX. Ho yas in ths Second Divseion 
Saehiandess, Blake Tews 








Be da hard to renenber, tv was © long tine ano. 


red Burge fantly 
Submitted by Mary Bunce 


30 1908, Bras warned seVforkton apein elo, “hat your he 
SHEE, A, Bsn this Land. fe" budie a Prana hosse, gna did th 
suri Réngaceng aut ion, prenting thir acres in ras ears 

















He also butte a top bern, but t9 often the case, he yas usable 
to get water that waa fit Co'arink’ang never sid have a dependable 


Stpply Sf pood waver, 





He sought a tean of oxen from Yorkton, 2500 and 2200 pounds 
30 they’ eotid really pati’ oss) espectally poplar roots! hey 
Would "Took aroind au Ehough laughtng when the aouble trees Bross. 

In 1910 be tought 8112 Youngs quarter, SE 16, 36, 12 and than 
9b 172 36, 22 “the Headow Bane Post Office waa ai thé Burgess 
hone ron’ 201i, vo" L016 and. at that tine the Feral Poute wae st~ 
relished wigh che aul, SPtver Golivering nati to, voxes lone the 
Foute” from Wadena to Kelvinetons Cart facrick was the last net] 
mn'on the route, driving through all kinds of weather. 











con etET fare Mad one saepcar, May or Deby a5 she is 
fondly "ealied. She and her parents moved 0 Wadena ch tetironent 
invlofzs ‘they pougne a Nove" fuse aouch at the: town. "Thay bev 
Biased away in Loss,” Bolly stil, Liver in thet hows, visiting 
Ethers and wore chai willine'to\eive's helping hand Coany of her 


nagftT?? 84 comdttes has given you the paragraph in a word of 
Axel Carigon Panty 
Submtteed by Ruby Johnson, 


‘axel was born in Borniunda, Sweden, tn De: 
1908,"88 young nan he came’ o'Carade”aecel 








er, 1880. In 
Pin ilanteota. 


a 
Ayel Carlson fantiy cont ined 


Laver he cane to the Yagena discrice 
Ronesvead"on the, SWE 12, °95, "19. th 
Sweden Co bring bia bride, fulda, back fo" 















nel, with bie dry wit waa 
spice to’ any getctonettors 
Hee Rotman achook, ah 

swore Sble to give of their Love 
Seah"enfuaren 





Magna was five yearg old when 
‘She attended ‘schost” st Roenugy gut unforvenavely in" 1527, ah 
Scar iSi'tnd passed away within a shore tine ae the aud of 








Later uby Mickatron cane to live with then and avenged 
otmum School in 105. "She later married’ a Rove Talley faraer, 
Menus Johnson and they are now fetired and live in tome 


Mor elater, Birdie, alao spent sone years with tnen. 


Mr. and Mes. Carigon will ve renenbered for owing one of the 
iret" clasay Nadel ? Ford coupes Inthe dtatrices 





Axel absed Seay in 1958 anf Radda tn {9e7neaey Sadan te Daves 


Ole chetatsanson Fantiy 
Surnttted by Violet Srady 


Ny pazence, le and Wettte Chrisetanson, were both born tn 
torwny./"Futhatea nana wan Alfred, Sut gvervore called hin Oly 
fendon aiserice. “Tey ook Sp residence on Se 33.36, and 
interested in since a toy. zs ae 








Align and I were the only chitdren, While T would not renene 
ben, T have since leerned thge Nea, Svan Torgerson waa the, Sade 
HRS so aseisted at my bisth: ‘Tha Torvarsons were ur neigheors 


Ny brother and T have both attended Rotnin School, and I have 
rerories of Paine a valve bores named Daisy.” Sone of my clase” 
Bloc vere Elieon and" MargaresSvanaon, Alida, Lavetia Sua 
Franreline Mahim, Sybii Garrison and Francis" Kiland- 





1 ngrried Kirk Grady of kylahan and we have four ehtidren. 
Me now aiverin Saskatoon. “Allan married funice H2d0 snd Soe" Chr 











2, 
John Coates Family 


John Wi2iian Coates cane to Canada in 2617. Tn 1016 he Joined 
the 22nd,” Muetalion in Winniper and served overseas. After his 
Hlos'the Forces in' Lia, pa. cane 0 Releineton and 
Varn in. che Meadow Sink Gq 1005 he. nanrsed 











ESsien fla"aad wae 


award married Merle Griffigh of Nadena,on Ms rgturn tron 
service overseas in the Second Wopig war and 19" now farming, Che 
Shi honesvesdsFaysond lives in Torsten. 


1m 2012, Jack married Christ ina Beaton of Plagwerth. The 
naa Fe shiates,"Peubese"Sastatoons flag. Haxyineton: Ane 
gc Ro‘Topestatevas Ebr Ses" larry Matern ee 








Jack Coates passed avay on Oetober 6, 1074 and vas bar! 
Kovinstons Ghrlating Lives In Releenceon 








Bayard Joseph Coates (Teddy) was horn while the Jack Coates 
alp"tl ved on the Midler tare, the greseat Jahn Milgram farms 
f the Sanrard” far and moved theres 





ving shoo) Today had an interest in Parsing and a5 9 
AENSREEHS°the Meuabe ani and Kelvsnsecr rans on several 









the year 15ut, bo enlisted for service overseas with the 
ETAD* Atte. ae" Paturned inthe year 151" co" the Yoadow 

eeereraad tne hornet Ate‘ Ayalren fein roor tia Baas 
and bepan’faresae 














‘Ted and Merle Oritfeth of Wadena ware married ‘0 1952 and thoy 
have So Ghthiren, a/son Randy" ands dauphter Florence anda grand 





Randy ts. presently employed in Edmonton ard Florence (Chris 
cancer)” reailee on'e”fa7h west of fandons” Shey have a son Jody. 


1055, addy porchnaed Ma facherta far and ied there for | 
Heoiding Shere. "He fas bean a councilor’ for the R. Me of Gasman 
Horta nisber of years, Hadeing Angus cattle has becn.Sne_of his 

fetes. for quite sonetine alone with having an ineerest. in 
LER'CIae acti edete 




















a 







ere ie a eypteal 
days long, spoe sthis 


Godees ana" her, ewo small one 





Eines to look forward tos. iT 
fe olp but thank that 48 





Moa, Costes was an avid 
gusltar, ahe"geltcned Along wich 
found this a very food way 2 
iret topather and visit. 


Reymond Costes 


Raynond Dereik Costes was 
ornate the Jacke Cos 
Pantay iived' on the Miller farm. 
After’ Leaving’ schoet he worked 
fn several faras in the Nesdow 
Banie and Kelvington areass 





iS yeaa 
years. The Shop was sold and Raymond worked under the new panare 








Ne 1s presently working for the eity of Yorktons 


Raypond and hss wife Laure 1ive at 97 Miyrele Avenue, Yorkton. 
‘Thay nave sheir annual journey to the Meadow Sank Gistrlet for 
Wiskelne and’ reescorethers. 

























Wf 


Erato or *Poot Davis as be was fondly called, cane with Me 


age Fron, Senay Sassaeenewany Sn the IO} ‘ived"on' che 
aly Se ("O20 near the Noemie School. 





vest 234 28,2134; anadonted dauphter Margaret, ow ts. 


Yr. Davis was a gelf trained veterinary. In the 1930's there 
vay By oalineal'Gr*ofteping afecengso anone the horaze and he na 








Ag thotr tome vas within valking dsatance of Fotnun schol, 
any tenchers made this hone their Toardine place. 


Ehst stayed at the fowe oF the favlaes. 
ope Ronfortatie warcth, “ara. Davis, 1iked 

fer wort around the kitchen, she 

well fer chores with'a hasor, 








Spee tree 
Sebtyinaarae die sgelt sss 











es Davis loved chi2éren, and stways 








‘Their grostas recreation was & go08 


‘Thay wore Just one of the many neteh= 








he 





1s 
Aifred vernyanire Family 


Sumitted by Ceorge Derbyshire 
Antred Dergrahire and hie 





Lares unt<1, 1005 when he cane to Sask~ 
fad"in the Nut Late’ districts "He filed 





Raith Davies cane to Canada in 1011 and married Alfred Derby- 
ghire in 015, "George and Garerase were born on the honestend: at 
fie Lake 


Zp 1019 Me. Dervyehire drove «school van for the Bat 
Senool giserict, aking the round’ trip avery day’ sron Nat fate 
‘o'felvington, as"thore was no achool"at Bavestows af that tine, 








vous 1920, Ne gold rhe homestead to the Soldier Settlement 
Board, and bough the Swb'22, 37, 12 trom Martin Surman, Phere 
Tiley secsse and vin were bor, 


rnTtis {08 wap surrounded, by sooo, all a least five atten 
Duck Greek chat wea where wo" attended, it was ive mites fren 
hone. Ermust say we did not learn very much: ‘Aa'a"anell child, 
Fidiig fave miles on an old pony, we were 00 tired eo atulys 





E still renonber my firat teacher, Henry Laven, he vas a good 
ches, but vory guriet« Twas scaréd sift gost’ ofthe tines, 
hen we had Perey Faftren, we" fot. slong good with hin, but we did 
fot earn top much, an we'wore ati] too ciress. Then’ there’ sas 
ra; fain, ahe'waa'avery reed Leather and we got alone good 








Te tg nice to meet and visit with the people T went to school 
ith at Buck Crask” Some. of then are, away" tron hone or thts’ tee, 
Thit"chey'do ges back at" tines and it is great Co" vioit with the 





In 1028, Brand school was butt just one nile from our hone, 
wwe ware happy to attend go chose ta our hone 


1 started farming on my own in 1931, in the Brand district. 
z married Glarice Watt. in"193%, and we toved to the atestews 
asserict in T0ud and farmed thére until 1976 when we S01 the 
arm and retired fn Kelvingvons 


We rat 





nd a fantly of five, to girla and three boys. 






















I 
Mtevander Donald Fantly 


Arexandar (Sandy) Donald waa born in Leith, Scotland im 18th. 
Me was’a bater by trade, serving four years as'an apprencice. He 
yortite' sea es ay assistant stevard Tor two or three years following 
Ws" approneicesnip. 





A the ace of nineteen he entgrated to Canada, landing et Melita, 
Manttonay in hupast 1903." He geaved.en a farm laferer unell the 
(arly suimer of 1905, earning £150:00"e years 


Sandy, Scott, Brantoome and Jin Brand (who was later 
yer oT) he gait te. ge west youne many 
ss aee-2é-n6012 and, during that 
turn go‘Rolita for the pargests. fe. 
nd’ Soushe a. toan of gneg for’ 4150.00, 
‘gear for 13-00. fe Mooney" 
tid a: raoecano which conta 


Sver'it rained for two daya; the firat 
nd all, to try 


Beep oxdne 
Saplaker apes Beane fort efe 

fohertne heir four an oatnale He 
Seah of Gren wore green and would hea 
Tltooe Pag Ha eStats 

Meg eNaaealvh Bd Se akl Sater 
eh fo get tho oxen back on the Gralls 


opt ditt BE AE ATS ta 
ei tiesto ting Stee 
NRG geet ep Wate 








‘The whele countryside was bush and 
Viowover shere waa, dry land an 


Me. and Mra. Donald ‘They Tathed’ chem with'willowe and plas= 
reed thom with clays "They choughe 
Shey bad done.a Sretendous’ sop. aa"shey 
Raioniy hammer, nasia and am ayes | 





Alex Donald Panily eonténued 





‘Seott Branaconpe's piace, ans proce 


Saved for the onan a2 peace 


Great tive acres on 
inter the ovens They torroved a scythe fron a notshbor. "For 


Tonks vhey wont ot tops with ewe pron 
Sei'deied’ lone “ose,chey used’ for stacking hays 






clara Sia nor seay, but moved out for whet they hoped 





‘The winters of 1906 - 07, they spent on their honwsteads after 
returning Fron the harvest. 14 Nanicobe.. fopefuliy with enough 
EStey to carey then shrourh the winver and Sumer’ “During those 
Tenby days they thrives on guck Sprain the 

tow in dhe wineers. Phat tiest wineor ther 








Before they could Maul firewood a lei hed to be butlt from 
popuarge “they ofed Ghld’auetsh for two or ehtee winters, Env 
Sbrs sn" the bush, aporovinecely efpmey mies north, working for” 
EN'ead Beers Lotter Gonpanys. the waves were’ $16.60" co. $96.00 a 
Sache! [e*Four work wan noe aaeisractory you were fired and. sone= 
‘ne vise tosk your piace, At baat, "you govid expect fay for 2 eds 
203 Suptay Sour own" blankets wish Lote of ee thrown an as" bonus. 


In 2907, Dad and Jim Brand sourht a team of horses watch had 
toon ahioped Into Eirvos with som’ ae ttlerte effects: “That was 
ER°LRIE"DP the ovens in’ che summer of 112, he SuLit, one of eh 
Host tran buludines, if consisted of two rooms. That wineer 


ene pack to Scotland! ‘Fe saig 

















Vatherine Donald was born in Edinburzh, Scotland, tn 1894. 
afore. eniarsting £0 Canada, she worked ia'a shop an Balsbargh where 
they sold foi? eaulpnent, She earned eight shillings « weeks “She 
Ina’her ewenesath sirehday onthe’ ship. coming to” Canada.” There 
ere cuter trides alse sailing to the'new land to be nafried. “the 
Yoyaee was very tough, aa they were vogsed fron side, to sige nearly 
Beetyonageftared trok 3 ‘One iri ronarkes, "all his 














) 
tex Donata tantay continued / 





oa, Ded mat other wich eam and 2 
pind, oengode for wore” hase ey oa 
veipttine fet vay ove Oho prntray,Tacer 
ey, she badlvery Livtle mnovisdze of fer future aa°a, tom 
eaaerts Sofet ote fal reed 60605) Set bal Son 











by melting snow in tubs on the stove.” Clothes were washe 
Boat without  wringes. "In she sumer the water was ofeen had 

























Spt had to be Settenss with sheer” hore were no neiphogra for 
Hiaehwcsha wood ro by wlutout aeeine another wonans” Being 





Grain had to be hauled to Wadena, Usd would leave hone very 
gariy'in'the moraine, nevore daviton’, hari leaded the: nisht 
Setore.” He wouldn'e return until arter atanienes 

ways waited up for hin and hada fot neal reaty! Ip order to 
Yelp warm the non seuaiay walled or ran hebind the sletpesr “Mowe 
sver,"ona_ noienvor; Elif’ Linden, aivaye sat in the aleish tox, 
Gnd Sndured’ eke cola,” My dad sakes hin wry he ghin't get of*to 
‘algo he" Fepligas. 91g racher sit'and freeze Sikes man" than ran 
shina like’ 8 205" 











‘There were no doctors for niles and no hospicals. A nbawire 
toa, Bee eh theed cor nother for the, Rirge two childrens tavely 


sald SipertayBeporshae_ ty eahor grace of sang 
eae. PPL tesatshehate hai piewtes Sete fac 
Bear sr raters ioe Se eat elas hae 





arBt Famined on the rarn aioost sixty years, fe saw rany 
ad Gonbines’ day like the: Sefer’ pioneers aérhes Para and 
ced say pardshibs and sec-tacha, pau’ faca cag cay wich gourare 
oF the pionaora for without peracverencs: they wovid Sov hate Fo 














ad pansed,pvay in 1063. Afvar Scaaee! 
Yortiner Soon. Having iives ristycnine years in the sane plac 
ying her chiléren torn and raised there, havine planted ane 





ch in 1072 Nother 











"9 
‘ex Donald ently continued 





etched a0 many trees grov to maturity, s¢ was not easy for 
Youner to leave” so" many nenories tehinds “Aut her pioneer’ apiece 
Provaiied, she moved to a'new fone'in Katvington, where she a04D 











Substttes by Rena (Dona2a) Bien 


ena was bora on the SEE 28, 36, 12, 
Donald Pana 





dest of the Sandy 





In the spring of 1922, Mother took four of us children hone 
te Scotland’ For'ope yaar,” Ivavareed to schoo! ae Spe Sette’ Ts 
Eeinburehy whieh is Seili vesne seed ae a schools 

as"poor és"T seenea'to catch sveryhines 2 

wen? Sronehian prota, 





On our return tn 192), Renate and T atarced to school at Duck 
‘chie Seed'arove’our toree'and bossy to scheoly unit we 
inshandle a horse One Gor aceer ye wero, driving our 
‘avay., (Fennts fell out of the buegy, the wheel wore 
Over hs necks ‘Arter that he wan oalled "uber eck: 


















Ny first cencher was Me, Phiten, followed by Henry Loven, 

lichelian, Rees Pain, who’ taunt’ the toys and elvis SoTtale. 
etiMefensie who got the'girie to pick wild’ Fiowerg and geasnes 
te" send to his lady friend,” In return she sents ares fox of 
fone baking, We got. Foliday’ troy school, ¢o have splenic. 
Alonr gane the Schoot Tpopecton~ I never heast what bis repore 
vas" his toncher was foflowed”by Mona Hekay wre we" all ited 
Wary nushs “T'wrove ap Grade VIII chen 











One of the Muhiahes of our school years was our aneual 
Spréstnas concerts Werall gor new dresses, aur halt cariedy We 
tspectalty Looked’ torvard to Santa Glaus eévine, he wis played 
Tye *Sobn Laneiey, the best. avers 











Sone of the pupils T renonber were Archis Sead, San and Albert 

lancley, Siac ana" Cgnate Jonesy Fran dobre, PaySiis, toteeons 

Ferey'ahd harlow Cowan, Alma" and Philitp Bruntonds Bleaner aad 
mule and Dan Sjerka, Trane Wiel, Carotene” 

j Maio" sanford, Dorothy Weaver and Gore 

Uindeay, Phyllis ond Bere Parish 














‘The older, boys gave ne a rough tine chasing me with dead 
ronyare avtuse,” We sovbatad eh ott’ on,hurine the beat 
Frrenetbar were FoF and Goose’ out’ in'the snow ond’ pusps Fowee 
Poll Mwy "" 














20 
Rena (Deneia) Sten continues 





rood UNMIS MIT GN EA 
fang risiange at PubTing on PlaySy ae 





In 1009, T married Herb Bien, who cane to the district as 
nired" nan thon Shamrock, Our fast hone waa. in Flin Flon where 
we lived until loLvs, Witte in Flin finn we: adopted our daughter 
Blanne Thompson who Lives at Meadow Lake.”"She has two daughters, 
Fannie and Bar 





Afver Teaving Flin Plon we cane back and butlt « house tn 

ase yar" “Frfcil We saved torRendon veer ers, tat orop 
ager ontil L975." We spent our spare tine, the Last two Fears, 
Eing our retirement fone in Keivingvony where we now Peri 





Submitted by Kenneth Donald. 


Kenneth (Xen) Donad wes born Yay 24,, 1927, second ina fanty 
of sty, to Mr and Hes. Sendy Donald of the eddow bank district. 





ek Seal, fron 1923 = 31, later remaining 





1p 2054, he me and married Yen, Tngne Linmer (nee Fagen) of 
Talley: "te"movad to the ut Lake Giserice, wears they still 





te Std are active In sed arming fan, ienrnad foe 
Siw goad horges'td enjoys Ree 








En 2055, hed son ALL 
ehiirens "fray areal on a 








‘Their tantly consis 
Seurein'aha 20 SUhundelte of Ser We ‘B,0) Darzley and 
Mcole'zinmer and Chantal of Saskatoon and Allister of Saskatoon. 








The Ken Donalds Live on 8M, 22, 38, 12. 


Submitted by Mariel (Donatd) Gack 





Renambering back to achool years can be very, vague in plac 
ang promment in ochers. Travelling che three aiies to Dusk Cresk 


‘through feds and pastures, che sloughs and the snowbénke during 
inter months: “Songeines ne walked of drove s horse of team, 
Wrlchever was avatlanier 





2 
Wartel (Donal4) Geok conednued 


11-we nad ong,tore, s¢ wan Mshud to buary or tobogganor a 
gene sltyiwere'[uGshed co e\cecter of leteh "and ye peetad op 
HstheleRbone HGs"ctone the ways “Ondes Seba” eel Sine cole 
Hache teStatt oon esShaUe Sey "sina th fron bieawe Mantes 
se ac, [oin gin ta yu tia, oeba funny" 
orrBés and Ras Pao Micky (cher lived jut rch of 














non walking hone fron school, shrough Mra. Fegolin's yard, 
(nou\Charlie Trfingte) she wouls Often give ua sonathine 20 eat, 
sonatines in exchange for pleking up her ave or hoe Lefe in the 
Tong grass as ahe was afrala of snakes, tes. Nefnnis would often 
Juve a alice of freshiy baked bread sil prepared, it was delicious. 
rgouce fone, ke woul’ pead fon Sclaniars 
 siways knowing our mother would chaste 
Teeth and clocking was s elvecaway, inpossinie to 








Buring wild berry seassn, 









The one incident which renaing very clear én ny mind was the 
Bruvpond's team ran offs Rang and'T\were catching’ a ride te 
the norch corner on cur way Nona, from school, with Alaa and. Phil 
Eis rove'a, sappy taun of Lacks on fe’ Sute We were guand= 
tehing. “Going through a fow apot the pole of he ee dropped 











# 





tnable to holla heaps 
Ing behind with one horse on'a care,” I think Sam toot us fone sn 
Nfonises wore notified, they took Phil and Ales none: Within che 
Last"two or thres years; Phil and T were recalling this incident. 
PRL afanve gee Bagh 29 "school for two weeks and'as ‘te sells sive 
never boon rine aince® 








Litany popmce Case, Tease uaa knee poled tee el tee han 
Jee G00 bie corte’ altenalng ohoch”” tao the orton pte tuna 
Brie Stites brie ie Be aes 
tnetation to the Canadian way. We didn't’ do as well with Rene 








ELE'p bee mazshen wy ftps sono cancher va Perey ettern 
poset art ep foro ia footwear That wes Pain 
Epi mitts during cote Spells when te was 209 frosty to play'oie 
Siae"st soon hour'and recess.” "fo this day ftw stila tattting then 
Seitaumne by here 

















Morset (Donald) Ovck continued © 





P'al"tn grade” four on her arrival.” One big achiev 
hnanazea vo atop ne chewing ay finger nails, T admired 
Solmich and world thine, FLF t eouta oniy fave finser 
Polished Tike Kise Nekayta", Posaiiy 4€ was ny age 

Malte fer"eeechine yours with tay tut I'sivaya chought ake 




















seismast ell Shem gleala ates te 
Ph na 





‘The last two years at Duck Creek School, was ble to tat 
‘hand 10.by correspondence,” Bea Harttaoh and Me. and 
x alped we whenever was in need ef agstetance:” iment 
ign Senool for grades 11 and 22, ‘T boanced with Re 
‘stole Sranscomse, they were enorable years 












secATET omushing fph School, Iwas off to work, mothy 
Korman’ Geck, we,farn'south of Xelvingvon and have one son, Grant, 
who'ds at hone’ racing: 


Sunateved by Wilna (Dona2d) Lovdaht 


My years aa a student at Duck Greek numbered nore, than the 
svornre’student, "or noe only sia f'eake grades 1'to 8, but 1 

siatson with Guck’creek didn't end there, for each year efit T 
Jinmrsiea, I'beiped the teashers with their annual Shristnas 











Wy memories of those years are many; sone happy, sone ead, 
sone humorous and sone "suse are’: ‘ 





04 noon hour, softball ang 
"PeTmase pare Soon, NTaclie rosttali™ for as'T 
See acatig unin gd ap Se ee patton of the bs 

head to tees, There was always "Pump: Pump, Pollaaway"; “Prison 
arte Bost, "rox and Goose", or *Last Coupie Outs 











Our nodes of travel were 





Generalay in tke winter, Sc was torde ahd’ tabogsan, but when there 
ite, Pour of Se" attandl ie schoo1 we drove a eaan and eateer. Sy 





Sethe an glithved dnveattne tote Ton a 







Sone oad ne guise op, 
Fe 





Not omy ata 
roan aod ary noose we may S00, 
‘i sivaye’ mage, bie deal about. our horses neesing 
saver at noon from neat! ‘BisSvaa"a! good enesse for a 
Worse race tack co chool,” the competition was fewn, snd the wine 
Her cartied a dot of prestige: Sowttines ne walked to school's 














23 
‘sama (Donel4) towdabt ——conttnod 


Aistance of three miles and gonetines we naa 8 cart oF DuEsy- 
Everyone had a school horse, 








vinvers day vo would arrive at, school with froman faces 
Uan"renapter roasting our sandwiches” on he 








° phos gue; Sonetines fy woald. take 
Shene fo tring a paiion of milk which we would heat in a kettle of 
on the"pealay cold anys we woud ail 








T"foute vary moh if we acquived wich ‘nowloage those cola days. 





E went right from Grade 1 to 6 with Nona Mekay as ay teacher. 
ne Lefeour school an midterm ané yell I'recall thee day. All 
the flrla'wers.crving, "I think we chought' we Were loosing our 
other, Nisa Nokay even kiosed the boys gopictre: What dra- 
Imcie day! io one ever kissed anyone ae school 








Aster 1 conpletad Meh school, Joyee Maynes caught Duck Creek 
tor two years, "He. estaniiahed a Lifetiae fFiendahip. Yas. help 
{ng ry parents on she fare those Years, for. it was war tine and 
felp'was hard topes The, many activities, Joyce and T thouehtup 
Bp Safer snvertalonine. "Wo'Bad's saying val Geaal ve are Sri- 














ach winter the young people of 
shreesace Ota Seat Zoneaten we 

pfoned bebe, fy ave 
‘lanier for'him'as'a dre 














Persie mrpied Barts Fesnelt, 
how davoting fer tine tsa 
sy have one all son, Guinn Alexander 











ope oat Lortealiy racalisvhone sebot ears, I supose, 
: sel nog snyzhtng’ he enrtromment handed 
SES SOUR NECT fs a 














wine (Donald) Lowdatt continued” 


iE lok ae Ecotec anes pct 2h counry aco, 
sustigee'is Hh SET es 5 Sse “Rate 
Beale pte BAP Gh Sa PStaE ate ith an a 
SE SRDS aap as 28 SOE STE Soest 








Submiteed by Jean(Donald) Brownlee. 


Jean ts the fifth chitd born to lr. and Mee. Alex Donald. She 
grow pon the fanily farm in the Noadoy Bank district and attended 
‘School at Duck creck” ror grades’ one’to. ten, During those years. ny 
Getchers were, Hate Harrison, Ser Sordson, Miss Eakelson, Mr. Eetvch 
ihd'hze ayaa. 





Wo had a lot, of good tines at our country school and our annus) 
nesta, cheers gad he bugnbtere ot the Yoate sate chip srent 
erfoon classes end c0 tothe hall! for a dress Tenearsals 











In those yours, children were undaunted by the severe winter 
woathory tue, Uren foe could ote foal aolé wide parctciosting fn a 
Towdy" tine oe football or for and Googe, vith the arrival of pring, 
Se’ aStor Say sen nn spent fhe entire gay fetta school Yard 
Potstoes invthe'aenea'of the bonfiressiow good they eastad--even 








neta che tee eh aa 
ere ea 7a 


wor!t 2049  varried tan Srowrlee and since that tise we Dave 








f feteitorion with Of] Exploration. 





Shelley completed her grage twelve and spent one year at Unt 
versity, shen workes ins hove Studie ane uraine Hobe in Sasha 
isons, "dnegurvied fustelt Feairs and they have tuo enildrens 
Shayne and Marnie 








Patel 42 tn grade eleven and upon completion of grade twelve 
ptana'to train inthe voestion of her ehoees 


I am_the "ehfe? cook end bottle washer " at the Brownlee rest 
dence. "sprige throush fall, T'aerve ag the official fay Mocfer 








$2°90i untw Meo for" repairs, go" for Sinner, he fuel, the truck 





25 
(Dona14) Bromiee contsnued 











Me, Drummond cane originally from Bruce County tn Ontario. He 
vis ona. of avfantiy of slaven, The Oramonds apere several. yoare 
lallang, ‘Nangeotay where cbay farmed, Tor enlrveen 










He cama to Kplonore in 1905, to the hone of he cousin, Hee 

in, “Fron there he cane ‘oreh to fonry Sehesdea and 10" 
"MS honeateads’ We returned to Mantzon’ for the ginter and 
Cine with three hordes! and inplenente to Wadena. in 190%," He 
Sonesteaded on the NEE 96, 36, 12+ fo syared with the Sohnists 
sthlie ho hauled lumber fran Wadena to" balls his one rom, Four= 
ton taba staan caret ume oe Pee Sabana lace ant 
ren were all born there. Thest nearest ‘school was Duck Creek and 
Efe Sider ehtlaren were briefly enrol ied there. 











san oben as tres Ash oes al ate se S07 
Ty ener epee ae 
TOUPOAE RBH SDIPRRA aE Ee ctngnn ana 
ph ante creat Hes WD att 
sdeia ue nels utes of teen mrt 
used in construction emdean and nany other 
Sila oft eler net nd oe tio tore ts Se 
lar cf MMe an SR ee ere 
ie ee te Sea en Le ne 
SE SEOTES Bt ee J ee te oP 
sia a she etl 
Ge uta tbe ott ites: Retna iat 
BOETUS SE tle ste ae SAE ah 
SRLS aio AIMEE as 









































Yrs, Druysond dip and buried tn the Kelvingrove Cengtery. Mee 
Drummond Foiired to felvingzon, hs two sone farm he OFkesaAl Nome 











2b 
Subndeted by Dorothy Drew St Goddard (Brana) 





Twas torn to Sam and Yary Rose Evang (Conaitle) and one of 
signe children, sy father, farmed, and T'with ny older orother and 
Sisters agfeaded potnun cots.” auae ta, abald-Grotber, Soy Os12i8 
fever iived wich way Sat waa ral nds grandparents. So never 
Uogk'the wraza rane, Hla grandtachar, Antoine Cenailie, wno raises 
RISE MES DEE innssudng aan with great strength 6¢ obaracter. 

















tne cIDg fglloving excerpts of Antotne 





wubaitted by Mr. CLES 





Antoine was born in the year 1636 at 1 
colortil Lifer Hauling nail, Freighting and was-e factoe 
Post at Mut lake, ndreh wat of folvingvon. 








Antoine hauled nail from Fort Garey (\fianspes) vo Bdngston, also 
trotghted the first Brineing Press over che sare route by dog teen. 
Ae°aREe" tripe wich the nail on fost asa Punners 


le was a man of crest. stanina, having broke grail for forty niles 
fon snow Shoes and sade forey niles’ on ural with dogs in the one 
aye 





Ope tine a nisber of tdson Say nen ware. soins by sletgh fron 
he noo" LAks" ped Cota vore Pivanyatone fooge (Fenty) e TAs tle 
ERS LEE TEES Eolae Salts Gorse’ gal Antosne Slcuriag the hopes were 
£20,sle,"actdedoo co of Post lore sien the pacy eputveu tte 
lteay at the pose well arose of then. a 








ty father, Bob Tae, told ne about Antoine fretghetag from Yadena 
uo nie'Post' Sy dopa, fe'wculd cone eho ‘iret ton stfes to ay dadts 
Hhehee°tp the 26t5, te lead gon in one sorner and the wheel dog 
lps Scie corner or the shack, ‘chat way there mas no Plghe 











le cerved as a guide for the TWzHP. during the rebellion, 
wette erSgelng thelpfains oy backboard during the reveliton, inthe 

og fre a Betty, shy gan tort of feat, inetd Halt 
SotGebhined' ut henger got’ the best of hin asd he decided fo try 











aaah! 


the Indians spotted the buckboard and took after 
‘sheeting Copan’ tes Dewiney.socane frightened and 
feecon dp the tucktoard wisle Antoine bandied the 











‘This sane Yr- Dewinsy later bectne Lieut, Covernor of Caskatch 
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Sam Ryans cane so the Sotmin District fo. the early 2520" op 
around 1010.) fg was very instrumental. in helping to Sreantae the 
seman Sehosa, Distriers “San was the secretary of the commit 








‘Te family consisted of John, Dorothy, Oven, Sam Jr., B12, 
utaeley Mary tnd Goorres 


They Lived on See. SH 6, 26, 12. Mr, Hvans was a veteran. 





‘The family went to Duck Creek school. 


irs. Anna Evenson and theee children, Edvard, Clara and Pennie, 
oval’ ts tRataiserice {y ais and sectied on-the'farm next. to\che 
Felstons, {li2, 26, 19], Bennie war aboue 12 years when sey, 
Serlvole’ ¥e\attended choot Sn Wictorts Park for a tine, thes 
ene back 19 Seer Norsk Bakotay where’ he attenfed schoo!'and was 
SStiirvel in the'Litheran Chorine “fe returned eo his other's 








Jn. 1°2h, Reande Svenson and Dollte Valsten were narried snd 
ivet"on the Brenton farny “They souehe the land dn 1926. 








Bennde aeevad on the Rotoun School Board for many years. In 
those days the distriet people dia’ the upkeep. and ropalra on the 
‘chook in order to save foners, Bennie: apent fany hours helping 

Sthcents Joby” Hea wife had the jou of serubbine the floors for 














Thay had five chtdren, Margret, BLleen, Condon, Norman and Jean. 
ay oll had thats‘ elengpedry sefeoling ae fotnony Gxeope Cordon whe 





wa 


Benny Evensonta fantly, 








2 
Ban Bvengon tantly continued 


Margret Branson decane a veact 

tacna fn Sakaohenay, for Ghiter-gne Years. "she tarried, Lord, 
Edsonton, “Alberta,” Lynn remembers attending Rotsum School for: one 
week while abe visited her graniparenta, 


as ngw caughy ae, various 








In, 1965 Bennke Evenson was instantly killed 19 a tractor acet~ 
dane, che family farm was’ purchased by Lloyd and Margret 


Dollie Bvenson has her hone in the sane yard. Her hone 12 the 
old Rotnun tascherane, but she bad two rooms built on and has nade 
Sther renovations, Se lives, hare during the sumers and spends 
fer'wintare in Alberta and Rrttisn Colanotar 





Eiteen Byenaon worked as @ telephone operator in Vadens and 
Canora for many years: She narriea drnie Samuels of Cangra in. 1949. 
oy have two dadeheara, Linge in Saskatoon and. Chery) of findetine 
Eileen and Hente. Gave, Lived in Calgary for she past seven years: 
Eileen “me done secretarial work since moving t Calgary: 





Norman Eyenson went to work on ofl welle with he uncle when he 
ere! homa,, He aurried Maxine’ Capison in'1099. They have two girls, 
Shannon ahd Charienos” They tow live in Youbot, Pets, where Roraan 
{s"omployed at the piywood will. 








stad Cocti Smith. They have siz children, Cecil Jr., Gail, Date, 
Sota, “Tarne"and Sandra.” They pave lived'tn'Galenry for" ths past 


yangon children all resenber chat 32 tle walk to school, 
sa'in sumer and in wineer Tose horseoack, “ase 
‘Scone tout, or in'a’ cutters Margaret and Bil 





In 1927, Svein Flostrand was inutgrated from Norway £0 the 
otnum duatfsets, In 1528) Arte followed Rime "They seth worked 
fn elevacor constriction during the summer. they Soupht Dandy, 
RE 12]"36y" 28) and searced Farsinee 











Jn 1930, John Floatrand apd father Hane arrived. They ait 
yal on hs fae lovathars “Ee SonlGr 392 Soka svete Sovea 








Arne nasried Yabel Lindatron who had been a teacher se Rotnum 
School during 1392093. They Lived on the fare till 1938 when they 
sold to the Sweiae Brothers. 
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Pulter Panty 

Subattted oy Alice Maw Fuller 

Father = Larry Fuller (English). Rancher in Chicago, Did not 
nad 


eaide 
Nother = Altee Fuller (English) Hes Batier, Cane from chicago 
inthe spring of 191) with 3 small 
chiara 
Brothers Lyrence Semaae dalle P Zab 
I Pittman railer (@ied fp chicago at 2 years of are 
Sisvers > Helen leaner Puller (nyte) 
T noae'sether: Surman’ {i sister, Purves). 








Farm location = four niles west of Kalvington 


Schooling = Duck Creek. The teachers I renenber are Mra. Bob 





ReSooese nig Ri. RIE Raaatey Nic Eto eifence 
ore Olive Gowen, Carokine Koch and 1 








ood in spelling beens "Our fret hone had 
only te reones 


Step Father = Marcin Surman (Dutch Anerican), farmer. 


Subuitted by Praser Whyte for wife Elesnor 


One of the rly aettera 0. homestead in che Meadow Bank 
atagrice was, Brand who, wish hrs Alex Donald. (Sandy), 
Geutgrated'to.Ghrade fron Leith, Stotiand ‘dieny,"as he was’ khown, 
Hprated esgitads fron ueten, geotdaae 


ogy anyehing about, arning, tn fact, 
ofan eye injury, hed decided te 








These £4 fabin was buslt on Sandy's quarcer with logs 
perpendicolas*rathte“SHan Horctontan," andthe plavering iar hich 





4g, Bike many others, spent che winters, in Log 


ted Blin $8 lace’ She 'ontt summers Fernie 











In 2017, Ma grater and prothercin-law, Mr. and Meas Fra 

Wnyeey cane’ trom Brandon and took aver the) farm. "in 1oig Ree Whyte 

Pasond Say, and Mra Wyte wish par aon, Preset, sored go Wadenu: 
‘fare’ maa then rented uneal 1026 wren'nephew, Prayer Wye 

took every Frazer farted If until 197) with Mo wife, Holes Gleanor 

Folders whog he tarried"in i034. She waa" the wecond eldest daughter 

of Mrs'and Roa Sarein barman 



























Fragen Wayse continued 30 


Fraser and Biganor 
vrager dt, Ives an 
Unser. dney have one 
FANST: TET ENGOM BBluacon, she Se sarrted to Jack thomas, 
Tes be Portage in Fratrie,’ She nat hin wrtie she was in 
ftrses Erainine there, ‘They have a family of one 20 
daughters: Sruce cols, Deray, Aitanna and Wanda (2 
Saiforys "youn Iives th Reciog where. she. net 

Watsons” They pave their own business, Wacson 
Bave°Sne sony Lyle, and evo. daugheers, Caurie, 
Knltaof winnspes de married to.edwin'fohn of 
Fanlly:conalath, of two toys, Darren and Dalle 
S20, wfo'taa isved in Soroste fora munber o 
wet tnd arried Sare E1y., ‘They, have, a fanily, 
Tes SRE TATEASC ah Erlcanner thay nave now moved to Wiiniper 














In 1071, Me, and Mea. Wiyte retired and noved to Kelvingions 
These roespanane ye, satdenes or tts BAUER Mend cope co" canada 
Bp wether, dente, ber eiaver, Mae, and cher. Mega Tuller 

rneey nentMdrcin Supnant was'a staver of Yow dais 

‘Tiduar gas born tn Edin Seroueh, 

an Lol wish hia pioneer parents. 

















A. macter of interest, in 1928 4 achoot was bullt one quarter 
of anita’ fro sets Brands nonestead ond was naned after }nr 
SE MaD'RScer°thosed ant moved Sno felvington and conversed into 


be I 








Jay Gareson Faniy 
EY 





Sutmieved ty Syb2 (Garrison) Wesnna 


Manaries of Rotmun Schaal Hak2e 


In phe spring of 1936, 1 commenced Orade 7 
EE Eotaams dy hale wis a swede ionde 
then’and “yled in rineiate created. from 
windine eke’ hele around a rages Ny nother 
Yeoan artise at this sipheiy task. 


for he Fira day of schol, T donged 
SEU RORGE Har ilar Pals ee 
Bpttccherta ravorice color), e-nary"y 4 z 
TEeneRMT dar" Selsot’ ataSudener mig: 2 complinanced thts gues 
tT StaG00Pes ware: me of 
ea tttaacaserSt had” and Wott 




















tauehe to atx beginners, 


Reading, writing, and arithaetic wer 
‘SY Eelday he was Pe 


vy Don 2elGen'wton fin sure we Feastrater 

















Spot (Garrison) Matonastar continea 





Henente of ee aonsen, wore she Chiat concert, where every 

inher hairs” Halloween, partion were: fan and everyone canes, Geen 

Sinual,Stincr plenice. with Paces, Cali genes, and hotenae’ice cream 
reaver Sohaol activities tonsistad ef’ softball cases, grit 








tse, forse toone, Massel ane tears Srisay aflePeoone 
The"toliowins verse every Peiday for six years, x aura: ©" 








Sing Blue Bird sins 





on rainy days he cloak ron took on the form of @ balizoom. 
atsen Brensonwas the d ‘The‘doors v9 the clasi~ 
oon ware, carefiiy roared, while iilean and hes at 

Eotulfe" ie the Fizaand Woods", “A Lively Schott 
Gince teualay’reatiees <n another erack In che pla 





















ets labrison e tae aa oF 
Gapitis Pedicuius treatment, setver know a5 delousing =cut 
cae the foal off ani’ fine esoth const 





There were the viaica from Sparks, the Supertntendene. me. 
Sperkat T nean. ie appeared te 
Favorite olor muse have bee 
SaoTtot Sener, 

tas OT etna 
















pirat 
z ren Sr eARE es Siete, Cartas 
eeccyrah octane se eay beekees Men eet 
TE PRH RAE ee cde setts te 











Me iived two and g naif niles fron school, If the weather was 
decent T'vatked,” Nodes of Cransporeation waied, “Ta winter T 

is ustaldy driven by horse and” cutter, cobopsan Gr ever a nantre 
"Hegivas ged. “Tn slcmer ve ned the forse and busey’? was" driven 
falSetanacadts comer, whieh in about helt way to school" and walked 

In sumer T alyaye walked hone. One evening on our vay hone 

sgn tefeals ny Frfend Trancen ing ag’ Y" tang fo tempeh 
Sree or ro'around, iavaraliywe were throwsne Weise fe wat tik 
loesagds"Franees diauppenred po For knees ana i 


























3 
Syo4l Wetnmaster continued 


waited tone. I shell never forget the gok on Joe 
"We. Jo0ked 0" though we had been on'a safer 
fme for'a'weekt“clarate soar erean cookies were extra nood that 





50° below'venthers. fhe colder tha teteay, for the air was fot 
‘The condict of this nesting waa, usually vory spontaneous with the 
epee of ach actions hiring) furing, augpenatona were nek naga], 











J, renamer Dad speaking of the school act ~ with hie keen none 
ory, be Knew it. actuasda.” Bur'mother, wh soved and som 
iat sophiaticaved, st ‘she sia 
werosqworg pusste, providing there 

She hilaaain’ Lamps 











stver Fintghing school at Rotnun T went_on to attend Magen 
apn Shun’ ts Ro Bigerg tithe Saactéatet” "hn fo," arcane 

Uruinon"ay the forston Oaeyai fogpitals Sear dlasipling, 
Righe were alla part of cur pirsins careers Le tas ves a most 
BellncVing profeabion.‘Trondlately ‘ollowipe rrassaesony free 
Earned to Wadena eo: nirae’with Sr, Rolling. (our fantiy: physician) 
Iprthe sberaing roone fsTent ined. auprivere 











to bring this story to a pertactclinar, T nets nan while in 
RESauoy Mi wae the (ch 01g foe lect asa aech 
Fained 12 the Vorkcon“aincrice an 'connenced Ris vareer in the" ree 





a rathertecandine iifes Sal'ho Leeks Forward to an savy recironen 









eter uot 3 in Saskatoon, Collere of 
fplorey cosid iravels fore 





Big tye 18 dy TT, og 
emote oaetigtes ate CTA Shares 
SEeSy 25 Sperone Oe nan net Sbwacans' 2d late hone Sete 

















enn la MEEEEE Seo aanE t,o sansa of pride and ope 
mgs ovine t= traly an svent of a 1ite 








Syeth Wetnnaster continued 33 







Wata"fivines 





Mevories submitted hy Leslie Garrison 








These nenotrs are an atcenpt to recon, chronoloricelly 
dacate of tiscory in'riral Saslaccherans “i. decuie of plotese 
Htotys within the conteye af the forson Sehant Diaefier 




















Sapper of ate pasnogr Paroeres “Tneludine ny parents, spose 








cine, fo chose teachers to gave unel‘ishly of thnselves: and 
Shelr'ynowiegre tha i nishe be teteer educated, and aasthy to 
syiscrloy’elassuates who provided ne Witt. keen come 





ClaiGalwlehin’s waietone social environment 





‘Tee Rotnun School, District, 1ske nost of the sehool districts 
that !nare,forvea tn-che.pionee? comuriciea of Canage’s Rorth= 
weiter Trontler, was coBposea of iamigrante of various ethnic, 
SHiGiaay “Sas relsttous bsererounga. Shey were, e hardy foe wich 
Gneostral Soong "An'the sritish Inies, the Seandinavian countries, 
$08 errant "Sope oF phtee plone ‘oane getiy so, canate fro 
Erope, 2 Voniprated. fron the United 











Ny father, Howard Jay Garrison wag born near Foaston, in Cook 
at on Septonder 15; 1886 to Muph Garrison and Sarah 
1, Songiine efter my father's birch and prior to 1980, che 
father was neared in farainss. lowever, he found te difficult to 
orld for Ma fant iy fron 6 care erat was tea with prdyood 
ites: 7 thoush have’ no, proof; that my" grandfather 
oven to Missouri for my erandnother's health, She fad gonts 
Tigre na the, Tleora of the Win 
oul he fed her protlens “in any cas 
bon the farn'in Appleton Ciy woos’ 1900. 




















‘The loss of nis novher made 
sauner who was searcely twelve y 

Groteastons, 2 recall, my father suared the simple, prom 
Found elrousstancas’ of ny grandmother's. deaths 





2 indent 












ae 





Leslie Garrison continied 





‘The nortiwost beckoned my grandfather agsin. This tine, however, 
se wan the’ canadian Horehweat Farritorie fe had retureg to the 
fren following the Riel Tabellion in 1885, Mow 160 acres of fertile 
{IEed could be acquires as a *honostead™, ‘Thare were no hardwood 

ieee or stuns fo concea yithy and norgorar, eranaporsation raven 
Garrison, now a widower with six children, decided vo'nove' to Gans 











‘he plane for the crip wore as follova, he younger childeon 
eater fy cet ree ett se yore eee 
SUR Ee on tee eearatnerstast olde s0 ft Gr te ash 
‘would go well; "However, all did not go dcdarding ¢o plane” Az the 
Tanda Site soeteslonana'ab eye tuis plc ub ainda 
Yolng urchin energed from hiding. Je was my father. fe had not 
‘the duration of the trip. Moreover, he certainly waa not about C0 
sise‘UheovesSenen of Paine tn’ bop’ oat all the'way"eo Eamader 
Seliayrfatber 808 seowes a etong the personal acfafes Espen 
ine elite ianaatare Shae teen add re 
Sep teleg, fer aiprenmer ip Shake enstfora an they shared” tae fone 




















Tn 1905, Saskatchewan 
province. tne followin fe fad turnea 
Fr father trered above 2 norehese of Torktons Here ao 
BE alles’ north or'what codey is che villares of Wdena, py father 
Seigcted a Fonesteud and. filed a clan on the thy 20726,1), "crend= 
Father Garrison honesteaded the adjointne quarter’ sectioh oF the 
and’ vo the east 









sons iaptsthgtnding the targanipe of frogeser Life, oings vers now 
erendfather renarried while still in Yorkton, his second wite was 





«Mo doabe, this 
‘belay sprine days when ane little girl with iangsine eyes 
wosld etinh op oF foe arsit br, ate down in sront of wy father, 





guage temperee eieh, Bebe one uring che period, Shae Grand 
of tragedien aurick the fasiiy. Frac, it become epperent. that. ny 
facherfa youncest. brother, Hassell would be a cripple, for the Test 
et hts LafesRecutenteliy, he had been dropped ahve baby, and he 
Sis'now devalopine a saver case of survavure of the Spind, alone 











Leslie Garrison continued ¥ 


UES gen semtstttonts, Beg teen ny feter's romeess sister 
afgeher fell vinein go'the harshness of winter in the? 
aging returning Pron, te woods with a"Toad of 
















Motkton General. Hospital; Finaiay, the Lon 
arrived in which he was to'be discharsed.” irenteafay, 
Fovever, he succunted v9 a heart attack on the Wer? day he was €2 





Subnequent3 
father 
lotta, "Tae to"sacowe ee oily 
Ghaged« Pell section, orbved 
nS"Tgy the Senden 

situated about a nile cant of what 

















‘4 very good natured, morally 
GREE Sart rat or 
HS fad'ao wach €0 share about nis ex” 
Pape none Rey ariet 
Iga ae beget ae 









Mary Richards, my notherctocbe, received her first reel, intro= 
guctign to ploneet Tire gn the fare of her anole and aunt, Mev and 
fist Grete,” Rare, sone 25 niles northeast of Wadena, ahe'Leapaed 
he’pasica of ploteer baking and cooking, to be resolrsefud tee 
sakeldo wich vary Little." 





of adjusting to a new vay of Ife, and of Learnés 
op without ies foment or "hunpurdus reliefs in © 





SSS PEI eI 9 a ete, 























Leslie Garrison continued gy 


With the improvenent, of her culinary skills, my other decided 
0 avek employment ‘as a house maid. "Her soarch’for onploynent cook 
hhor'so naddeil, near oven sateieford. ‘he worked az a mala 
Unvehe home of "Mrs and Ree. tyson for quite gonetine.fowsvery 

She had’ alvendy made the adqunineance of ny father sé the Outer hone, 














In, the meantime, the relationship continued to develoy 
tactortiy, thanks to his Hajesty's postal service and s visit fron 

fy father! “Bora, ny father's oldest. sister, bad by this tine warried. 
‘igytfustana wes a roodenatured, witty, iittie tristan by the name 

of Willian Strain. “Togethers dhey hed seteied on a farm east of 
fioeth battiefords” Thess ind visit to the area, ny fa0her wae able 
ov*hill two Sinda with’ one stone." 








Accordinely, on Sept; 1, 19lk, Mary Eltaa Richards became she 
beige of Howard Jay Onriaén,. She arler ceresony was solenmised 
[vusnas"in oprevoreh cotloud chat" fader becae foe eg he 
‘hated: Church. "Re ny parenta wore. leaving the church wich their 
sttenagtay ny nothersh wedding veil enarfe. on aoveensne. ond was 
Ebtar Noting’ ay mother's: predfcanene, my father carned co her 

Sarguiped, "suover nind, chet will ao’ ror the Sabyts'Sonnect™ 


‘The cood neighbours of the area Joined in the wedding cele 
brathope' wich pists anda countey style dance. hacer Enis. sance 
EpeL the ature of the "anivareet Shae newlyweds were custonariiy’ 
fie, th he plonaer communities oh ehone anya 40" noe hoy. 
Eheir wedding dance, and to-ofe of their neigvhoura, frss Dick 

‘ee, who. provided. piste by humeine rough a con® faced vith 
Father fan. sequent 
which ne thoreu 
Froving py fat 








‘Sorta fis pachelor dave. parsieuiarliy, ny 

‘inked cov cell.squaFe. dances, en’ activity 
iisved, snd carried ov with Gone, enpereic 
‘and Rhowsne of he popsiariey in this esa 















1'stronely. sus Vote che evonine was over bo had allod 
fone ofthe square dances at hs" own wesaine parcyt 
Hy mother had managed to save a scant. $25.00 fron her wages 









‘this Sun Fopronentad the toval eneh sazete of py peronts aa Ehey, 
Took pon’ theses Gaal’ of eranstoraine @ 
Honestsad into a. farm; not eo mention the added responsibility of 
Heedinet’ ldthine, and educating a fanily, tue, Tike these notre 
Hidurgs‘ofey emuted sivilitnentoe Co Siert#ice ang ork vonether, 
Lovhisely “prowl, “ana'eo'Gehleve's neasire of fmanctal seeurivy: 














Fate Pr hath cuatteigatenatenae eerie | 
Boise and gyiat Rasy orn April it, 4026, both of'whow made their | 











Lesite Garrison continued x 


For 4 nunber of years ay father's homestead cabin served as the 
concer of doneatte 1ife for che Garrison faniiy, ‘wore pres, 

fare an ee doe tance on the abrth ol of 2m tan Peak 
Kitchen there nas’ wood, Surnine cook atove, a cabinet witha flour 
Sin‘and shelves for Storage, "a table, a sench'and afew chaita, snd 
ash stand on which ested an enancl wash basin, a ticket ef water 
Salva tin dipper.” Wood. for the, coor atove was atacked sear che wash 
‘Rand,and over oh the tar sige (south) of the kiteheny near Swings 


The main dveLing area was partitioned, providing slegpt 
guareara at one end and a large Iiving ared in the reweinder ef 
Hefesbinc’ @etuecfub solid" oak sidsoentd aloreee'ove tail et 
intro" tu;"in'a place of pronfaence "ntesd oraacse ta, 
Sepetonstahld. at EisSden iy etic’ ecapied the eens of he 
vwentation and the nesded illumination: 


























on the watis, a fev pletures completed the interior decoration. 
Sane’ 8f'thoge pictures, Like soma oF the furnitures wore wesatne 

nds and neieheoura. two pictures’ it a 
Hracted' ey attentions” One was aiarge black and white Lichosraps 
at's Loch’ eentary scene nounced st an ashagrey karavood freee 
fbelphctue gepizeed an sturactve youre in and'a-Setutifal Collie 
Senetber this’ picture because Se reninded ¥ 
Faithral canines! ola’ Brano whe ltved to the ripe eid ape of fifteen, 
ind Flossie, his. young comanion, who yearly delientes ay Soyish 
art with Unusually farge iiteete’ of Sqirwng, euedly popes 




















‘The other trans vas considerably snaler, but held much more 
persona interest “formes "ie displayed fo 

fahind oval openines.sn'an offawhite mac. 
Lloyds ny father e elosese friend during nie Eackelor ae 
lifes Th detton fn‘Prance aursne World War I, secupled fhe Tor "ona 
Gf the frane.. “On the eytrene rithe of the fine was a picture of" 2 
faokly relative,"whose' identity {do not recall: “Portraits cf my 
Hicher Gnd 'nothory eaten suost the site of thatt welding seesgtey 
Gheveentre OF the 'srene,, “These reproductions were of particular 
interact, tone because. choy portrayed my nother wich a seautifal 
TEME oF Adel andy fathar With mustache fish weg fry becoming 
worelShesquatachiers 'Y neter ad learn why ny father decided to 























Leslie Garrison continued » 

Beneath the rain living quarters was s roct cellar, access to 
wstch'was tale: then’ che Living room ty means ef strap’ door and 
SoLsTaNders nara, in the fair of ee Year, pocatonsy matabares, 
Eerfotay Secu pavanipoy god a fev cablaces tore azote for the 
Henfel Gn*hn'Sid wooden alle, orion the sare ef the Gellar Hoar 
Bfeviacdors” fn one corner atéoa'a tally tepstion quik zany “By 
Hite thie cde wich a wooden top saad pluncer, Te ets doubles 
SESDIDT ttt Balalcornee ice sora’ svonowire. foes and erocks. 
Bteastonatiys a crock would coneain sal brine and pork: 














aa TEER Shen one ocanton Sn wy pracaenenL aye this msc 
Sabels and syseits My father was away atthe tine, helpiag ny grand 
fet Ravaras hives: Siarcoupe, fie, day had bogh hot" and SHEE 
found ts Che bidekness of the niche was Siluminated with ortlitar 
Flashes or Liehtentne which were, followed by dentenin thunder claps. | 
Fipaly, stad on'che gor asge oF the devine rosy anateered 
the’ roof of bur house wowld. be torn off by che fury of the winds 
aells who was staying with op at chee tine 
ars "ne next day ny father returned 
the damages” Part of" aystank and tha. roof of @ 
























Outside our lop honey and under its eaves, a large wooden barrel 
collected satmwater. Top iaundey purposes auriie the gumser sonthsy 
Seine the winters sr. doubled ga" mete nersel for frozen beefs Bes 
Fond Our houses. ahd abost. one hundred yards or, Soyo the southeast, 
Yate the for stables wnich frat housed ny fatverts oven ang tater'a | | 
Jarlety of iuvereavk, Including his favorive team of Cipasdales, 

Shane and Tootsie 











Wy very aariest recollections, howsver, were naturally mich wore 
anita’ tpg” hang, dtscriptdon of the Tanly hnesttad var 
Fecenses! of'ny aint concern my nother and books. “I ean still recat 








Son abe oecason, aonzondea with ny socharty seg! foigting nee 
We book vas" Oafeets: claseie = Eotineon fiusae. Thad not yet learn 
Sache inporeane lesson thac rood works of Titeracire are fevbe res | 
Sected, fee destroyed! Nother was fond of good boars and Secore 
Bier d"adarned to. read she had Sneongetouszs Semin to, create. tn ne 
2Sepige for" loarings,shisrshe world go ty Sains aoae, pe" poses 
She"fal’roed, or by taxine ne npom her neo and reagine aut loud te 
fet "Bho" auch cucatson sade’an indelinte Inpresaion upon nr emors 
By’ nothar cook me spon her knee and. eran vo read out’ loud rom 

| Sotnty as ist wore yesterday, the tne 
sston’ that welled up within ae, For the ne 
Ponetnate ehilaren of the story: 


























x wToME2 that for ashok tn our aan at Scone anparant 
inte tiwng wore Shlited co aitve a. consisersble diacance to buck 
fee ot Wolvercon Sefonis for gnesr cagenttons “thus” Sonsetas tn 
3bt0'ohe provess yaa. initiated for the fotmelon of Roenum Schoo! 
Stgerict BIS? My" eather" osx an active Pele tn the apeelosnoee 
tof subsequent ‘aoninsstracion o¢ the district as'a board msbore 











hoo} wag loeated on two acres of land in the SM comer of 
cpg aed aaa Safe aba Eeloneco"Gecar tan, ana be 








‘The school opened ste doors for che first tine, aonstine during 
the Fala’ or early winter” of 10221. see Ingram whose. father was a 
Posa! contracted 4n"the Wadenge Gisil Laxe ‘aren, wna. our Firat tate 
Ghee. “E'Bepan school. Juseafcer ay stath birehany in Wovenber aid 
SUSt'e Few tees betore: christaas. 





SIEEDD gute rival was 1 pentere was ny chegt format tase 
the’ siacttoard, "then she asked ne vo {dept sy the onsece she had 
Ghecohed.. Without healegedon T replied, *1ets an aeroplane!’ Hos 

pan had nade an excellent reproduction of a eats tie ake had net 
Paskoned with the "ace that T'was, eaiste up <7 the’ rancasy of Ghris~ 
ectat tons, The piatforn forthe Ghedaunas progeay, tad ait 
Goon dastalieg. “ab air of excitement’ pravadel the ahoel 
EUEveu"those days ih anticipation of a toy heroplane T'wanted for 























ait, Mies Insren as being # kind but firm teacher whom 
on har deaky She fept & pear bandied penedty gpteh 
Mainays aasorsated such'a veneive with didcipiine! 1 














ed Nez Riley, principal of Wagens iiigh School, 


aca 








ching duties at Rotman Scheel tn 












Msg Cherry took over, the 
Evidaneiy’she had sone. interes 












to iastrace the process of cence e 
Shserve the progress of the dye aa. nade its way up the sven of 
the"plant into che veine of the leaves" 





aaah PERS Concer cane Uo us Sn 2094 from a ptoneer fantty tn 
WAAG'E go not recall any tnustal school experiences daring this" 
Jeary £,do Fovonber Her dea tind person won 1 respected, and 
UnEGt whose'tutelace T prosreased fn ny studies, 

















Yo 


sealte Garrison continued 


tne thig year, 102h, that I reealt having seen ay first 
aah? Ford’ rourtte. car which the eyes faniay would 
‘op fo'the Aotnun Sehool on triday afternoosa ts take their 
Gnurheer back to Wadena for the’ summer weskords 











Other siens of progress were beginning to manifest. thenaelves in 
gor, comunity.” finave reference co the FR whieh Tinked Toston and 
Shano wich Kpawdn" 












Pvernoon in lof whan iy fath 
Sn4'Hother Gook mysister Habel 
Ein the o1d buesy to the ratirosa 
Pislecotoway,ovhatch the track 
rc 2 iste at ioe 
would armors be Forced to hail 
Their grate is er 20 piies 2 
Telrinston, Soon seat 









firoad in 'our area contri 
Eilea directiy co toe taprovenere 
oF thettor of'ohe fanaite vice 





laying the Raila 


A ropular visster to our sohool, st 1s 
cigs koe, 






lg of"Rease'aished'o"a Setters Pn hy tumary'f edler.te 
inden foots Stasis alee tite" ftir tad 
hat when our feacher went to anewer the: frost dsor and returned With 
fev aney wo would autsonedeatly Stand attention Seelae por ecsis 
SS'renpacy Fov"ehis teneratde eldeas” 

















During Me tour of ingpection, Mr. Massey would customarsty 
take! over agne_ ofthe touching sutton” for a ahort tise, On ong of 
His'vinite T racail that’ ‘be wired tery he facttad for 
Us" Lines fron the. Canadian Indian p can 





sli"hear hin,and setitrecall the snctudcagsic gles in hie eye 
the Pecited ‘rom he "Sone my Paddle Sines, 








‘nfese winds Slow cron your prairie 
Blow From the sounvaine, tow fron the w. 

vorctg2a, Beeman School Slatriet hired Leriral nade”Yaache 

Kelvington area, vena core 











son continued w 


is parents operated general store. I strongly suspect thet ay 
{uthbr ana” sone of the other aenbora’of the Schl heeed rete ekhe 
fone ofthe atdenes fad reached 

Epa tomurratea tice seecazine Rng vitie az 
fecal fee Hefrren quite walle’ T'think he must heve bees aa? Feoe 
Uoather wio wore lasses fv the elessreon? 








aap) Bchoot Studer “tp 1295), sur hone. becane'a Sounding place for 
eachers. Thus, in 1028, "te 'Henry Lowen Sived in aur hone whee 
sunt achool at Roinin, “Custovariiy, he would Grive ay sister 
Navel Gnd #°te'school in she sarey during the°spring and Sumer 
worthss In the'wincer, be would’ drive us in'an'cld'nake-aht?e 
SESE Peete Seleeteacle’ ott Woot 2 Srletpey Soprese 
(scaine "ss Pada fanale whiten made 20" caster forse ee outes  Ts 
anyyease. the winter. col’ was, no Fespector af’ poroons of oP iunch 
weketat’ h'vavad seory of those winters te thas of 20 of 38 


























scidiets variered araing She'wosd Sartre Stove’ at fetus’ tf order 





rinsing to erpang and during Mrs Lowents 











say red sone sopwratiratam in ay fans tne 
Exeen sata larre ‘stare, rerenerative tcwater fexe roster 
yer folour hone.” ft /was operated’ ona sty voit ear pettery and 


ocr "loll vatceries.” Anerter first, wae'a pair of nem Gate 
iesiuhic ‘its’ Lowey Yas ordered.” One’for"Rinaelt and. one 
for'Sis"atool teacher Friends Perey Heth ren® 





Zhe followin vear, a veacher cane to Live with us, ladys 
git sherwas a very kind teacher and Ihave reqorles ef 
rrowine"aneerest in aehaol work from teat tine nt 





ral, Teas quite baaiehy and aeddon Jost ine fro 
Sale, or forte chur feaey 1p" eha Sh, 
‘red an offinial leteer aavisine shen that Sot ey 
ropfone'a! school end’ ry teneral hesish'wolad bo jpopardi ed’ tr 
ogni servo mgd ip ptr, etek T Toute 
Sah neste YEE Ai ahaa 
via i, Godny Firat trip to the bie citys - : 











oc, Ri Metaearaes, fous sek in oh Maen oftoe of 
halved sirseon reassured ny Father and Iichat. ny operation wocad be 
irony simple proccoaire Wased ie bornted eo” feenses Tae aS 
fal etaFdt evi acti in tas tee he tea Pag? 
siliveCony. “T'eante wosch for the’ vareeiey af Shag al 

















we 


LLeeib Carriaon continued 


ecner and 1 wore weld pleased vith Dr, 31's abit an.4 surgeon, 
SE ag eh rad oS riee ta att ae ou 
able to return to Wadena. —— 





Sone of vhe teachers at Rotnun school were hired for zie aca 
“for the culenaer hte" ves 
"young veces 

etka was Res 











Gharies Spencer, herbed. justo 
father grove ha witha vean and. al Harrison fa" 
Stiaf'whers be Coarded for nis fret Fear at Rotnin. 





Fron this ngoting there developed a close friendship between oy 
satyer and 82." Sgoncurs hy fathertyas avtracted Lo guepoine, people, 
Sui Spencer appronched oth Ha peofenaton ana tafe in feneral wdch 
Hoehun schoo) diserice qith che, niekaane Prom dyeloney for 
hhevwas a cyclone of activiey, His activity was always notivated 

by positive goal wnether he-was in the classroom, on rhe baseball 
Glabond, or, fn the Officers Training Corp.. When iy father passe 
fray. in'1978, Se marked the end of & watual friendship that had 
Sepponed Fon Smt Firat negting on 2 oud Jeriery,toeraoon i, 
darvictpetion {4'Ene"eduesedan prosram of the Rotnen Sefoot. 














During the epring of 1925, T suffered an acetdont that hospt= 
SADUE PE SOCIEUSY cha" fete sara nad eebaened, and the’ outdoors” 
Mea. fovtrelly"tnvieiag.” iy frend Yao Scpanstad had taken savantace 
ERTL var 15 wall if'Silen'so rast ne, setween, cay we 
SeckdeaTahte' It wopnd se pice to visit. our sutual frien, Martin 
Bscide AD iated"St = Salles away, llovever, wen E shared the idea 
MENS, Rhchare ha anawor wast resounding NON.” Intultively, be 
WET teens Page Crocus was ahead fore it'T wore t0.s0, une 
Fmetealea OE aid hot boed his request, ang Yee and felipped 
Sere toe zod, “Spon our arrival’ ae eho Ootiie fara, we cathered 
EE SE°eond maleda"aronnd an old woodeaw outfit.” With a stick 
Thsorved {c's hole of the novel balance wheel, we tok turns in 
HRITGth Tag Clrtular saw with avvirereus spioming notion, When 
POMS SF tlen“to, patie a wood eplinter into’ the teeth of the 
Suetitng’vinde, ‘aol wene well att first, then suidenty 1) lost ny 
Fey aac a hand was drawn Anco, the teeth of the revolving 
Gabe" When f witharew sy hata Shr 
‘ery gertousiy.” tae and 
Eee elteation 
Solusion and wrapped 1 loosely: 
Tn'Those days we gid not havea 
erangononés for tying gposeteton Co, the Wade 
Tre ferehe avenany wellus Joh 
{erfus"Model'h Ford coupe.” We 
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Iasiie Garrison 





iy 'sitead the clans 
Seperated. from $2 ‘least a sort, of pantatment. for ne, 
Eie'neantimey the Hompital Iibrary provided’ ye with planty'of read- 
ine taterial: “In particciar, Tread my Horacie Alger aavendare 
{nthe itspantc coltare sod peoples sf textes ata Sowthneet tok 
1 inderost'that Unter 1'woskd cone fo regard au both a sailing and 
"profeasion in ites 








Upon my return hone from the hospital, I dedicated nrseit to 
the task OF making Up'sy schoo! work Soke evenies T would work 
E'many as one hurarea ath proofena,_ in'Fatt'a:fSlenaly riveicy 
rete ees lee Stcettad tt <6 se uch tre ae" e 
Tp'ine"of Toa, x'was Prowoted to Grade Viti. 











oon otnup Schoot reconvened that fall, Me. Spencer, who was 
gor. teszaina ten oy Fabtiy"S fa"york ele oie For“Riaae there 
‘Were aboue"Son or twelve of"ua tn rade tzit, “Mr. Spencette 
riseity wan Co prepares ‘or the Government Wish Setos! Entrance 
aniaziaes, which would be hela the following lunes “ind prepare 
sane digi 


otnum Sehgol was designated as ap official examination centre 
that gene’ 2085 totstne Heat tin 
arid" ataeveral daye, Allwent well for may E'thouphes tell the 
iat cay. “very 1 encountered gicticuley with Music fhedrys 
Hey Sat if'T'fatied the evan Zwould nave to repeat grads VEIT, 
siogred to crate fiche earo"ont ia? Pad coplebed the eran, 
ont Hirries aueaide the senool bildine and wept. lowevers 
Sense of failure was tured inee reioieing when the official Gord 
Torin Sae"F nad fot only pansed he eran ee 
Enudit for hig achtevenent. wis: co'to ny parence who ancouraged 
fse'and te'ves Spencer, whe inepired a. 























In nany ways 1929 was a very simtficent year for me. zt not 
omiyimay the" Year witch marued ny "eranaitton fron Elenaniary S¢hGo) 
aibem haath alas the Yaz 2 anegred’ ry coeper inva numer 
ioing tuleluee, oy’ academic inceresta wer beconine mere. 
éseinars ay Sinth erage. seat 


























sia25 was the year fn 
wish’ hecane che bie "brother of Syl fas 
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Leslie Garrison 


















cath TROT ambos geo white. wor on Apt 1, 202918 he 
Toads vo perait transporeation ty sleigh, and the roads were too, 
Enddy $0 Reconadate any e¥pe of wheel, fowever, the farmers tad 
pales souada sotusion, Yiney wera drivine ehetr horses and’ ste 
gs on Che Las’ vestiges of the old years, snow: 
Be sbereerg eerty houre f the notstag, 
rather and’ nother, accompanied by a nidwife, our Z008 neler 
Torgerson, ook ce the ditches toretfer inva wile 
“Shelsh rise’ eo the Wadena foopicals Syoit was Sore 
sane moraine, foliewine other's admseion = none the Wor! 
for the eript 























Trourbou,the year, Rotman. Schoo) sepyed gaa focal pot. 
Shere were, af Joast irae’ octal Funogions each pear 8 ahlowee: 
Bi thede derivished wove desiened fo involve the etusente’ of 
fotnin Schools lewevers pasants and. ¢riendy becane raushe up 9 
everettanent of the odelaion., Soreprer, fe provided the afults 
wltn'ts opportunity to. diseuss’ene: things what" concerned farmers 
The'nomes" crops, westher ana poiitseae 






















The year ond pierte oF 1931 





See how nany_you can nane,, These 
Sere OeTGafa05 fu"at nen ever 
fanale or whatever needed doine. 
SEEEGaz5, "good nents: 





sail tao such patherings sather vividly fron uke year 
‘Was aTallovaen vanquerade parey st tee schooly index 
the direction of obr rescher Charles Spencer, Tt had geo dectoed 
‘SESUT attend the turction dressed ae a evican Mraquers" 
{comorYe ty father ana hrc deeneer. had ben, acveasral f segutr~ 
tebded vests and a larce faxican ASonsrere", whose brinyaiorned with 
poncponsy made up'ny complete outfit) maiank me Look move than ny 
Scares" ehsreeen sears: 











jolie Garrison *s 
The night of the party T dtd not feel nearly a9 "acho" as T 
oorads "A"couple of days previously I'had received « amwil-poy 
Yeceinatdon' aglow on the niste. of the party at was all T could 
Go'to renain in en uprigre poaition;" fever, nausea, and woakne 
in my lors.” z'was Still very much & Soy who mas strogaling to 








ho sce sve af tnt ens hin foe ee 
Ren Bere ee 

‘omplave works of Shakespeare in 
Snvappropriate: rit. fron the rantly to 
Enaby elnes fee Spencer fad rin tenatlags 
Beth fears Inver, 1 would eva. dinner ruest of my former veacher 
ininis hone in: Sufreyy 5.0, “Before f lefe that s¥enine fee Spencer: 
tot tosis iorary aia Peiurnes wich a volume, “It'was the complete 
Wotia ‘Or Shatespeare t.|vanile of appreciavion and pride ef owner 
"ho'was rerisverad.on hia countenance ss he opened the book for ne 
{Sfoudiehe"Inscrincion which ny nother bad written forey years 
































There {2 4 Hanorous result of the Ohristms Concere of 1929. 
vg nelson" erly Shae "arening, Tn‘oregr sgaufogutedesene = 
Following the avering sesiyir, Spencer retired to his noon to, ehat 

= lowes, Susseniy it becaue’ apparent that our veacher = boarder 
wat {n°ateticuiey. The seae.of nis tase trousers bad splie wise 
pen and fe Gldnte nave snocher sale to wear. lip nother cane 9 
etrecauensth the ald" of her oid footepadal fatople sevthe machine 

ws amosehiy. That ta nae to aay however that T'did not entertain 
Jone aecrat faire thet ny favourite teacher mipt, mending not 
"thetanding, eyperience an embarrassing nowne with his erousers 
Sefore the eéneluaion sf the prosrant 














jeceeded by Wiss Anita Bryant. She cane 


charies Spencer was 


‘hon ste accepted the appotnement, she assungd a 
feavy tenchinr axeipnnent, “Sone of us'vers now in Grae Ty ans our 
Eotysepondence Gourse work fron the Governnane” required. catefol 
nontarines, oraovar,‘chare ware’a larse variety of lower, grades 

01, sone. of us older boys 
jod'to hor work loud by’ snduiaine in fosiiah prank 




















sonal gush ggceade took place durtne the acon Lunch break Nee 
hole, ‘we had sucreeded, we decided eo tose sur teacher"s. 
Sogotainely, we. tung: the wet corp 
‘idee brvaie aid react, vst, not 




















Leslie Garrison “ 


In addition to a cood acadente backround, Mies Bryant, broueht 

another ery important divension fo. the Zotnin School Disettery 

fparety; For perso 

attending Eniren Services Pela 20 © 
‘wenan who bell 







to Hotmun at the beginning of vhe Gags 
ind the UsS:ke iiowever, tid understand 

ragratie phtioeoply 

won't tuy'a eaiian of gag/the ear can ott." 

Mae selifns at socss¢ able while gasoline 

aching Iie Sf’ gallon 














ws esting tho farmer 





sou BHge S00 cn eth y father, who wa chabrate of shy Soot 
z Nay tench “he MASE? Bryan 











Meng Gebel Dablenaug followed in 1092 ge the new teacher at 
Rotaum School, Thad now conpleted srade 1 work, pic sehoe! 
Populations aid not persit. na’ te. continue my" Tigh Sohost education 
EeMfothuns’ lowever, did enroll in the: Snake, Covernnant, Corres 
ndance prorran and completa tha raion part of ny erage TI white 
fanlly for several nonths and vas. nost helpful wher T-?ad a: probien 
MSA hy Soutsee thus sy airact aeuociation with she Rerun Eehook 
Tovored june a decede; Frow 1522°t0 1932. 

















‘ten yeara; Ten vital years in the compler processes of moulding 
ste: “ind how erieical the talancs tecveos Schoo! work ane 
fetecdanipe =r Fetween acadenss and social iste == cam beconet 








I recall rather vividly the apes, faces and, fapilios of many of | 
tose Students "with when T'plaved shide afd. seas", "cope. and rovers", 
Seep, “puree polt awayr’ sobeer and’ Ossesall, wich wom 1 earne 
chmeted 7S: Pood Sraded, and with rove ef whow 1 nad ny petty, | 
EREGISn quacreia. Thos'ehe sniesal student togy a0 Toth 

Eomoned af chilaren tron the tazrison fami 
EPDPESRaun canddys cuit ford and Fors the Cari snaén familys Are end 
Hien; tho San Brana tantly; donnns, Macy, and Owen; toe. Joo Hanson 
Fandiy; Hana and tinnea,az'welt ae ohlar 

Enter; ‘ase ghitaren re 

PiroTine alserice ‘the stidersSody'Eréws Syivla" Narr 
ferbrotner af fotnum and Sonn and Egits Hanson who held te 
BGoelneeion Sf boinc’ the only" twine to-actend oir" schools continued 
GSrtepregene: the Jos Hanaon farcivs Then ane. the Tweide foray: 
ave Aitraa, Welein and later Eointes they made baseball. ann joy~ 
SEG Sport fof all of Se ae focnonr bout the sane. cine, the Sera 
Brad Finily soved into ene aisuricts Syivia, Stated, (who later 






































Laslie Garrison ” 





bacane ny brother-in-law), Olga, Magnualae) Mabel and Alng ai? 
sttended Rosnum Sehocly” Anothes gneiss th tho asca wes SrerOseite 
Fanily represented by Gten and Harein. Thon there were’ ckeidea 
Fron tne Pussel Danna fantiy, fron the Schau famiaye fese the 
lson fandiyt Ingrid’ and ber" brother and sister’ Finally, ftom 
Ghevgense Nahiun’fanity; Alida, and’ fron the forcerson faal3yy 
iorele and tilivan, 











toatl ty reteoepecty a not. prosenced ag blag, compl 
those with whon I had closest contact: “It is hoped that cher 
contrtbators to this worehy historical project will be'able to $122 
Ehtse and cener oniastons. 





nas yas che playground of the Rotnun School go lencer resounds 

te thertotece'of Enildren’ae pings “Cone’ars" eke Slane "etewrde, 
15 Ehe'deaieated'tolee of the Saint 

,.Ta fata ante nce Seton! he Jonge 6 oe 

for'eftictency and exceliency at the cost ef local altonony, 

















cadens advantares which the nodern 


au wi21 quacrat with oh 
corelelieh nt sae” nt 
fr todayta education whi ‘Of the Retain school, 
Bre geaplet ad pptus fo aura: rene! ackewlageost 
Endiviaual’'rEents'of our #62Low" ma. 




















for ee tbe children with their 
fedcher Nias Elsie Drie 














idee foe: Dorothy Brans, 


Front Row: Solna Soderquist. 





gary pioneers’ of he Nasdow MASE district. They cane fron Quebee. 
Shey wore bore fn Oztawae ney of Sneliah and Scotch anceegey, and 
MEE Fargo Drie hurd cStpedeads otcawe in todie ahey Hved 




























" 





In those day nany people cane yest looking for land and on ay 
agen, 1508 Sober’ Cowan’ arrived at 2isy6.12 ¥2"in tne Neadow Sane 








dstiiee, This Land secane vee honestead. te 
‘Torston and by livery sean to the homestead S 
Yorston gecting a ride pert way with a man drivine a oxen, 


land repisteres a Pile of the land. 


sade, Sane ete op me: 
hea cre 

















Honeertng encatleg hardships aot many sraipus penenta,_ One of 
tailed. from Wadena, he cave on horse tack, “The child had vo be 
Eited or au hose dod reports of his conditéon saken to the Dre 
Sha"Instructions,broucit taut. Thege trips to Aadora were ali” mage 
Beslan neiehvors be subcesefully recovered. "§ trsine tine for 
AIT" concerned. 














Somzine atten this typolt gpisode she fantty coved te ¥tantper 
ana Sater te, inn, Sanevand {8 the spring of 190 
etured vo Neadow Bank 





Nes, Gowan was a school and music teacher and taueht noth tn 
quate for Several veara and in 1517 cearme Kelvineaise and Duck 
Getekachoo! in Lob. The Gowan children attended boct these schools 








Yes, Covan taught the children music. Sany tines the piano was 
Todded Eato'a leigh and taven co Noadow Sank Fail and’ the schools 
for soncerta and dance 


DrManrre 
‘enEsfea 1932 


Late to Rene 





ob Cowan ” 


Jp che late, omegttes an orchestra was organized in Meadow Rank 
ste Dynamite $,""This onsnesere eontrituted a efeat dati to the 
Gnertatnnent and social life of the comunity and of many others 
yall, TEE sovestued over 8 spa of aproriaately 2*"Yanrs, 
Stethe' nat vine many other mstetans ware involved. Pre Gowans 
Played inthe Dynamite orchestra: Tor'the orieinal croup Corters 
Uoltn, Zeizheor = violin and plang, “and. Tharlow = Banjo" and’ inthe 
tMrtlde,"Dheina played piano and Prey aranse 














Robert, ond Gertrude Gowan tad ven Children - Cortes, Mi3ton, 
Yareares, Olive, Leisteony Bryiite, Van, Perey, Jesh and Theis 





ed in everychine unt sl, 
teats Gowan’ tn nis ouch year and! Sa. Conan 
ieee days Heore’ ber Sind birthday 





Jobe Gowan and 14a Tho 


on Wore reared én, che beaut stud 
So, Setaws at Foutinerer dusbece, In 
far-vounrer year ool ty that area, (sonewhat. af 8 
finsly cradation aa we suiii fave handepade sogtoecran"tn the 
only, made and ances Sy her movrer! ids was’ a votes 
exchiglaae.snd'‘togk lessons’ sn’ vatce" and’ piano tn Setawa where she 
he of*erea'gprovesstansi oxre morale and the conpotate 
TGnglon the Falaret at hat tite forsade any conedderstion of Sock 

















r wareiare in Ottawa, John and ida spent few years 
ne'Wis working in the, lustersne sndustry.. The 

ors Grien, "ing. Stacie, presently of fadene’ was born ther 
fore’ the family *cane west te’ Guaghin and. Craidview in Mane 
Hache i Stpleyed sc-oranaview by "Petr Surrows tamer for a5 3 

















Youll he fad conttel or" the power house witss ihereed the fown and 
The'sawnil in" day when anstl town elactrisication was rather sare, 





goad spopeguiced ‘or susan enetneerine with kc. Réards and 
Yalante well when he cane West t0 Grandetay. 1” '° APPLY thete 





onn's Parse trtps west, vere with the popular harvest. excur= 
siona of those stnes' whore. na" experiance with steam was in 220d 
Sonands” He worked for"a Fey. falls in the Wolseley distrtse, each 
gpereting threshins.encines tn the field and astting ap and’cos 

Previn new tachines for'a dealer share, it was ative when il 

















John Gowan Party 50 





bursting engines were called contraptions, and steam was, opening 
up the Wate "sven co polling sreaiing plow ip six or eight 
HEnvow ganes, -= Those Old steamers were stronsl 


‘he Cowans sottied on, the Mb Sec 21-36-12 tn che year 1907. 
‘msn tha argu served by the Meadow Sank Post Office which was 
Titafed ontul’f'see'1e=s6212,"one of the: stope north of 
Setattoece eo Kenvington, Ferdeord, or Rancheseery which 

oop ine, nguse and: pranaries, 
SETH cs eee bpTasse vaaloy.” fre ofthese rarerise vere 
SEH Paedtns io"Tpe'guatbe of 179 and pronabty aiid ie with Tee 
Sbterch ited CSrsors and ortesnat roofs 























fod blecxbntuning bo 
"fad teen" on the Toads igedad, for si 
god accomodation, frat for the Rorgea and 
or eneselt Wadonn Decane’ the, focal contre of many. ovt~ 
ects fecaiae of ite cogs hovel, poarding house, and 
Probably’ ehig accomodation was 
de of Zost fleadowmankera. chan the 
of our father 














seer 






ste 
PRSAINRES Seen ante 
he lwag. the frst so 


help’ of he good 
ohh dock Org Sehook. fr 
Arp. tb Me (Mabon) ana 





reehe $518 tke Gowane joined Dan Wurta", Jack Eanceley 
(ouining who’ owned the first automobiles’ th che 


‘That. year when the MeLaland Brog, (They were called "aviators 
chops ase’ pilots) anded their aeroplane on Henry Sehmiders fare, 
SeRse22) her Lanceley drove Mo Pord'the, Toll. eile, (che. 
Retetors. said he mide tv in three minutes down to the”* plane," and 
Reilly’ Suceseded in dncarcepring the, cake. off. He swore that ff 
Ue toph kad: teen MapY on fis car the tplave would have 
IIR woe" etSe"ctabe. there were quite afew whos 
Bliss vied Ay over the ucr crect distract on that el 
Sornite Yor ila'arandful’potge suiracted mach attention. 
RES eropatoe coon in oho Glarice and OF cguree,grarvone ee, 
Miles north of the first landing aite. 























































Joh Gowan Panty 5! 


Thuplow and Qrsen sttended the Duck Creek Scheel and finished 
pig gehoel Li'kelvingtons Grsen ateended Wadena Sete! i 
Riglabcdit” kraat tien schgot abe nursed for years an Winntoer 
ashe’ naeeied Wissian Steeler “Afear John Cowan's gezchrin, 1051 

coved to the ola farm hove in consideration of silits ralline 
WoSleiPEpd that! Nother needed sonora’ 200, "ke BLlita health 2 
MEDS) eliae"proviniey to the Pompicay and the Para was a0ld ther 
Hetorlast up Rouaeveensne ana fone for Nother in Wadena, When 

UT pasund® away in 1080, Orgen, continued toveare for our mother, & 
Han?chore of devoued care in the later years: 





















an lrg. Scene, became £21 for a tine So he fall of 70 and was 
writing she ts well Sn the Wadena Hospital and weil into her 10}ra 
Jor Ravine Lived in the teten of six soveretenss. Inthe surly years 
EXipo Fars Las'was'activerwith a fopanaers’ Chuo, whieh Sperscea 
mostly out of Rolvingside Seheol, the “Lituie Orees Senoo1 fox 

‘thier tea, D:D, Harveeli ang apa’ Hk, Webb wore accive officials 
“Shon ine’co’ tines” Later che beionced, to, the Meadow tank Ladies Aid 
oF ahe fnttea Gincens 8 Letreeneiee that afer her ope punaredsh 
days Tore nover sired of Liscenine to. stories of ghe pioneers such 
(fers Worae wes confuceed the sirst choir in the Relvingeon 
Hlstglce "ace che Torplavons sang the’ ol, 12 syscemiehiie. the, 
there are 200 many’ today who tan’ edane read ite. that and having 
eSUneeSonearbund the'gutne fa vireualy's thing of the poets 


























has any fond nencties oh hist rornar atedenta’ and 
articilariy those in the Wadena School Unie: 








‘ost pleasant rometbrances are, protabiy of the Hirst Paniiy doe oF 
Sool sons, fwever. tie time for eversone who wuegrendé 
tho'aridanua beud'a piente on the rosa. yest aboue at the gave to 

505 GAEEENG STi‘ Gnuacend, “nenrty"s aide east of the Haadow Sank 

SEeas gtder UE SStKd hve bawn the day fapere Casta 

afove’ vise versa to sehool and outhe Be aot eur alone 
ASL" Ge"Sdhoot ous eslued ae gon he and Marry Seed’ etch fads 
Met ac therovine scan sesll Sear thoge vanes an sey grote the 
‘School board. g oe 














vets sie a5 ohoge andthe evr prac, cara abratory we 
Thine ost a fonstonous place to tes" One morning Sizcen Landen 
Shatin'S SalO0°boN'eh Pele" ao" athaon and" oe, of these oresatons 
woe Shedy ap omy o%trtae” fe aant asthe noe aorta 
Gnd’ Eloger Kavhy say depbrely) at Me side, Aifred outlined the 
SOUAED°HSE GMAT NY AWUs"bade'tallebeed? "Telzwes jose’ on 1a 














ote Gowan Panty 2 








praise cradl 99 te 
Teeeees 


sereed tnt each should have one of the 

isatt SOF he bunny ou on" he’ roush 

ted Stas apotisa forthe 'ace Soon 
‘Level seretoh of erat 














ity the Toad Tssneenes by two paneeneaze the 
mr ‘he aith doose sasen ang Piativar whip choy 
crosed sate, nfoyole to bridle and 


ose to nose in a pervect. aray- 


fe wore quiet tives too at Duck Cask when we had eardens, 
Bera wore feat hullaines of boarge, tue the oo ee prize was our 
threshinn machine that feally worked powered oy an oll Sharpless 








Sigg fe ay Teybebas eeee 

















Dad{tlgel Grice) cave to Canada when a child with his sister 


fe returned to Gneland duet 





Helena dane Gricelned Iriver]. Hy rather’ sian oe! Srice waa the 
Bidece, then an order mysolf, ext’ Rosslir’ intent now Schsiae) and 
Bans Hara lnow Bobsos) 





wate eis Mie ie in dares 
ieee ceva thai cha tll co 





























orice ss 


Me oft, Kelvington ven Z waa oi, 9 2920 when Dad went to 
don, Man. and Novher cook she fost of us, to’ Sneland for Six 
ghar relatives, friangs and Das. relat 















eon in 1032 





dren of NOEL’ ORICE 








aL 
Stayt 
‘Thave no recollect 


Lina Donald vas spe 
friend. Our tami 












subatteed by Alan Grice 





Yy pare tn Alan. Grice, ny father wap Nos, my mother Helena, 
tad’ hes skaters Bvedras fossiind and Edna tx ober ae Eine 


| seal $a,bore at Sec. 16-07012-Mand Sashatchowan where we Lived 
st Pgs 'ybars thon saved. oleate Buck tee aiteh rattan 
Wor over" 2 yeafa, Then wont to"dnelands 


ese ori fe Seared Mea. Bear Caddy’ and broth 
of Presceville.” Dad wont overseas in the ist Wf andecaeried Roles 
Thaxton. They noted tothe farm of my tireilaces 















Lote to Rieht 








Brie Grlce, woot 


Baty Alan, Unknown, 
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‘The Frank Gutek Fantly story. 





We cannot rightly consider ourselves pioneers in, the Rotman dis 
gricet age ara we Live on ar occupied fof 40\peare by fry and Mires 
HEE GeriSon Gnay deft in Say, D518 for a now Rone in Sweden. 


Prank Gute was born {na snall fare village in Poland. At’ the 
gg Std Seem ath totes PAGE ea Eb acd see 
SfSe2re and orethera to Foaston,, Sask, He iivod Here with bis fanily 
SRE Gis? tarriage and soved co! nis' farm tn the Paswegin district. 





Twas born ta Pish Greek, Sask. on Juze,26eh, TOT), the daughter 
of antibey tela ana Petronsiia Ontterer. Living of a sell farm with 
Yse"alathee and‘soven,Srotherey Soneck vo te waa always « pleasant 
Gittrstone Arter atzeneing Fish Oper School She fosthera High Schoo 
al’ the Saexatoon formal School, f began veaching Sn che Gabriel 
‘Bhool on Fans 3e4y, 1097. So yoare gna 49 ads later came to\ teach tn 
Speed eh Bendel ease Sr Foatton, fore f net azd married Prank on 
FRRA°BSSE? TSLST We Roweaceaded on a farm near Paswesine 














Our fandly renbers ary Philip. Zon, Helen, Harold, Lawrence 
and tatheyns We ize have 19 granaaniiate 


Philip and he wife, Donna Smali of Chanute, Fansas, 2ive tn 
araus dit) Migoourit Phiaip ta a Flascic Sargest, a graduate of the 
ANSE Ay" or Backs Gotlece’ of Medicine, Donna i2'a graduate of che 
Deiversity Sf Wisecure, eluage of Archivecture and facerior Besian. 











rgonbe, Sask. Live tn lus 





Ron apd pie wife 
bodes hnedertoult 
b2 Saar, ‘College of, 








|, ve on a fary east 





sf dendon. farmontaca ofthe tniversity of Sask, Eoltege.of Baucation 
noir fantay Sen w*attlew an Lise. Seaides, being & 


Farmer, Haytond te the Sal 


arold apd Me wife Rusty Gartner of Tachitn, Sasky Tye tn 
cangetgr Md, atd BAe Natabe ar Ets Metal Chorgy Boares te 
Rolfe W aeeres in Chenicat Engineering Science fron she University 

“2giie'of purer Capes iabnetory fetntean 
‘are Colleen and Patric ee ; 











ands husband Fedan, He of Esty, Sask Line tn Saskatoon 
uleGing Tovar Brian, a graduate of Caxplon College and the 
Bbidsce oF Elucerton, dntveraley of Sage. to'a teacher tn the foly 
Seooe high Seioel 'sastateone heir fesaly coniste of JHSI=n, 





































Sraduate of the Kelaej School of flarsinge 


Rathryn Lives in Saskatoon, She £0 attending the university of 
Lge of Bdbeat ion 








satly and I owe such to Rotman School, where T taught for 
fe rom 195) te 1955. 


















ates Engineer 
“Ulissore atten 





Pau eek" 


ee Mocks To Volt chop the wood for the 
Nanver warsth 
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RL GUEE BAL WD. Fob.0.5. 


Wy nistory ig beter; Rotoay 1950-51, YSetorta Park 1955-57, 
seianston Los8s5, Wadena 1960, af 6 1oR0eén Beka, Wat & 
SRE Esc Lahes espital, Kanaas.cley = Intefnship 1967-68. 
Bevorel Praceten; Wadena 1058-70) Conerai Surrery Residency, St. 
Ekee Ly Ranaas G1ts-L07o-74(FendtnandsHetlver Award. for Og 
Banding fontagth, Travel Feadownhtp in tagsete surerg, ce Copen- 
Fatett"G.scthotm, fadne and felsinrd' in’ 194. Plastic Surgery 
AETeneys Fapead Clty Caneral Hgnpical, 107ie~76~ Board. Cert 
[fleatlon’ an Plascie Surgery 10S, Fallow American Collere of 
Strseons 1 














Ten now tn private practice of plagtic surgery in Konsas city. 
Paciity of Medteine at University of Missouri in Fansas city. | 





Married in 1975 to Donna Small fron Chonute, Kansas. No 
enibAtest! ESsta"has°a Sachelor tn invertor Seaien fron University 
of Hansa. 

Spectat invereatay: Siting in Colorado, fishdiig at Lake of Ozarks, 


Recently chosen a2 one of top three plast ie surgeons in Fansas 
caer 


JOGEE LAWSOL submited by Uaith Srsertey(G9pt 9, 2872- Jan 12 1962) 









Jose? Hanson was vorn-in Hagon Syeton Sept, 9, 1872 
jouland oon co, Fy Sos T ine’ year 8 a 





2 Ronsstead {nthe Rotmun 30s, mere chey Carne for nary 7 
hey cane in Pesponge vo savertasea accounts of the vast un 
Sctee° oF parslanas in ohe Wadena ereae 


ieteates 





Oieon) was. Horn i Hajon, Sweden( Dee 22,288 
ive sane YerWgera in 100%, ang fuiy'9, 1409 
sea Gnuren pangs by'Fevs Bailey. 
sihey Lived, oe 
Shesr, coupe 
gona amaervensaer an 
1osy plus. qnovter few 
fomrat Thele Forestens 
vetats Tormtton coaay! 
Eins lockted slay. 
Wadena alone the nail 
Yoromay weary teaveliors, 
whale’ tnay"ensores the 
Narath of a'yooasstove, 


Salsa Hanson(n 
toner in, 108), She 























MESUING AMRIVERSARY Wr. tra, Joe Hanson 











Retnun school wae built heat ancer 
yell.as-the Seandia Litheran church and Ceanale Eadies £20’ and 
Stadow Sane comunity scvinsties. 






chere of Ravoum 8.0. boarded at Hanson's hone. The 
penger 1520) Eehet Selahmun appeor 19399; 
‘and Ann Wichoison 133Sc10"apptons 








Mise Sryane apd Mabel Lingston boarded at. J 
fanaon Fanddy ineladed a ‘son fanse’a Gacgheer Lina 
{ohn and’ Battn( tinge get gr wana’ vo. Se Sort sn ad 
Toten aauehter, faa 





‘hate fogp.) 
‘aiea'te are’), sericken with influenen {2 





Sahar nets Senn Sr 


rs of areliv2t). 
"correspondence 








lserase atverdance av foxtun School over the years renee 
io have Tolddiys during the north of July and approx, Dees 29 <0 
Heol? "Pada ta"uocalae'g¢"ehe'aitriccleton cP?rat‘ane' to" getoot 
devine tate and stort Supine hours Sf Tenuate 





Chrtstnas concerss were the hick Licht of the season. Lansth, 
programe ware prepared with Feetatona, dislories and. snsteay 
Esters, “fhe Sohoot way slvaye ‘iled fo capscity, oy exciting 
felwio, a day, or two afore’ eke coneere, to bee the Christan 

Bet tO py the cerporary” scare Sulit aid seat of planking go ing 
Sista erte Falved Uo arvive, aot deitver She sary "ifs Gnlor Che 





Speaking of the prosan, 1 recall Lillian Torserson never 
gustol"fo plesae the" crows With’ g sew sonct "I wonder haw rary tines 
JB and BAIth Mere: jored nto alneiny 2 deet Vive fe-or noel 










sha studengs of Dac, creek school. 
Srowds attended; entertainment. was 
ey. Tear after Year Seedy Donaia vas master of 
Sna'tir, Eancely noted as sate 











he school, closing war marked by the Annus plonic, 
ayprons Jogo, 70th, Entifa'femtlfea tuned: out, bednedne pubrie 
eehes, Soren ‘arraneed, al 





fe achool concerta wich our gerents: later th 
Sa(ihar 





tirenerber ties Jonas aioriie ffi take You Hose 
Fleer" etc} and. annani plonics. ta’ grew older, we fad 
any bali gasses “played on the groundes “Cutts paunest apa 
Binday"chufer services Led oy Mew Orsshe of felvingtons tise many 














Joset tanton st 


bridal showers, wedding dances, regular dances, nostines etc, neld 





TEMERS REMIT Looktna Sack, soge. oF ’ 
BoleSconce'were at socials and dances held at roth fteadow Sank 
Sn lesson Halls. 





vaacBtve Mandal, ose Valley held church servises sn Seandia 
GneTES eather; Foods, sues Jon and T and fen and Selner Tweldt wore 
fonritaed ae the save’ eine, approx huss 199 








Jona and T took Gr. XT & TIE at Wedana tieh gobools, Yer? ~ 
recall Sp°dur, tie Sinine our sires year wren, John and Za w 
$5 Syteiannertsonand Harty"Uden tonrdea“at snort tn Tarche 





rovosely F'was a atident nurse ac Saskatoon City Hospital 
zitsshatpatt™ Sy eee" gg stg guerre hee cold 10 tay 
Seal Paeretarrigs” 1 ae t,he wedalcn ctgrony wich 

fer Morland iasieiie 








stare rs ae tea eat 
F Sate ere iene TaMAses terse mas erenaferced Co 


Foutowing Larryts @ 




















vty nav arty of og ciao vo tara, cers rrauacea | 

Peas Hides cbanieins, meaisanity of woe | 

ret ee | 
Sai RN? apse attooae 


Jose Manson arrived at hau 


SBTY"and. Soke Rrethers: cave ae ma 





rer008 


DOMINION zfs LANDS. 


INTERIM HOMESTEAD RECEIPT. 
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‘The Josephianson Fantly 


beast. Horses were costly and many died fron disease and the 
Harsh’ environner= 


Ny nother, Selva Steen cane out frow Sweden in 1909 to marry 
sy dad anda’ share she tear of raleine a fanily and bulldsne 
hates to laver Tesora a modest aise fame 





Roads in the early yaare were trata crossing the country stae 
as shororow rilge ta detente 22 !2tqne""Sur"rarg ees located 
the"settiera of that area vaed an cheir access to raliread where 
ingy arketea® thelr ereie and cattle hrsnpate back supplies “er the 














constant thFeat, to" crope in"she earlier years vefore the arzival 
SPSewer cain varieties and noders harvesting equipment Tre. 
Sroltht’ ofthe {Eneies welen sesuck 20, mich oct she province Sse 
Soe\Sertousis aftece ts other Shan ip'1047 tus Tirenenzer sy daats 
feet over ofan prises 1a"1030" velar ge Zew east 
fewer the mary families thae moved iste the eomnity durine 
"youre ovine been forced’ eo leave: choir hones, in the peairie 
cb°MSke'a sow bevinrine dve vo"the ravares of aroushe 














ur father tad recognised the advactaces of raising cattle tn 
ceation ant aberdeen have forned the basis of the Ii 
feoraFor an’ Jesrs,tgtit we were fovred to redece rons 








The Hanan’ ently comrised of tras cris god two borg 2 

aguchtge Saate efel al {RePareter* rive years an the tye, epedante, 

SF Seal, “thes oldgn son fata se proventty 2 

Netha docpr sire aveei (John) and’ Pastn are no ioneor restaete an 

acive at Rosse Jay. iy uwin sister Eaten(tea® Lawrence 
Poe seneay. moved mith 



























y rather apd nocher left the fars in 1016 roving 20 adene 
vpere’ fey" Spon several joura in fecirenaze, Bod Oted sn et 





Teed? Misaaras,"eTznany Tard etbeh capers ae the. facbly ave 

cai re Tolls and otter pioneers like chon eid"not pve Up. 
Staraa’ta' ull She tokenntty we ee Slay frov ta Sarah 
Peetctun? that eistea'uher Shia province nas tore tn Jods Hr 
SB SS MTT 




















4 
GRONNG UP AT ROTUM, 1928-36 by John 0. Hanson 
Ny first recollection of che years spent at Rotpun Sahoo), go 


acy Yo that, rst gay in sohool wnich chne after the winter brea 
ss the gehool was closed during the Sitter weather of January. 





youngynot long out of normal gshool, by the 
i iyi ocespary on that, Firat day OF 
‘scavisties eich aa sane, age) 
‘siee, Sy ovin siaver Baith led off with her” snformation 
whic ie wae ny" eur, In the process of" giving. foreh my 
alice, Bite" Flaped op wish Sh content ca chia, was Fvetly 
















he *Iieeis Red School Houses. Pe “PST 


Looking back, there were advantages along wich the many dt 
etyancares char Suand sof in gy nenofles oF ehose. daya, "9 the 
She" oon gchgah with or ito & there tea mich precgrade learning 
fa'we woold Liaven in on th greeted oy! fe 

here was sia0 a1 ongothe costort 
snilsar surroundings and_clasenates Wich eavancl 
frades ge often touchars continued Gnchanaed aver several Yea 
Gitertals. 








oarly "Jeers at 

















lone of the disadvantaces which T rosanber was the outdoor 
Tio"one"ventured co"sit_on the tee sold saat 
iemess hae accumlaved’ Lert mich 





lof that day were not emutpped with elect 
ePartitictal Tskeing. “hers reoule, the west 
alt r"tee achoot was’ peneraualy endowed with windows, These 

ere sincle windows witeoue fittad ators windows so we were: cold 
Iriyintor daring the\norsing porisign of the day and" warm te Foe 
durine She sumer and’ afveriogn period, Heae was provided. fron a 
sfopd"Garnine vontype stoves This was fisted with a galvariaed ron 
Deizesne eb preveit’ anyone fron zeteine nurned on the hoe stove 
Eie‘te'dhse Beant tnec’ehe sulk St che heat waa directed upwards 
ahd Sia*not Padiave gitwandiy to" stve wameh'co stodenee elveine 
inrehetr deake.. i often ‘ele sorry for those youngsters sisting 
fons torch waite and windows as the coad draufst on windy €ays was 


























Wish the stove turning wood to tee capacity, it was often noon 
ox tater in'the days afore the ciaasroon reached! conforsabie 


Drinking water was brought each day a5 there was no well on 
she ehool”Bdpetty "Sha taser bthd S686 SOR TaN Ene’ teher dar~ 
weil Selby freeaine each nisnes care a 











x “ ea 


vans. T renenber well stayinz in st noon wren "ir. Spencer 
LY shlatiay oar opr todos and prommagl Oh tecada 
ferfele tnat eho nesaare had been sastitied withouw adninisterinn 


‘School serne 















SEE SHG: toe abet th tng aPTNT dank ape 


pai Bad’ bat ‘pitas glove for aofetall and a Festal thet, served 
iS beta" us"lobs or eferston chasine 42 sp ana down cho dastenaced 
Blafine old Ls"Ledance EH Sie nsida!Shat wore anyehche Sit 











aoa challence netofootrink. schools auth aa orpinton and Tgetoria 
Went alone Pop Baris wro had moved into tre disteicy.in the 
y'1RiSts wae our sears of ranaportacion wien wo had vanes 








Sdaeg‘vo' the eyciterene end avpacestion especially for the younrer 
Stdered fron Eataa"entalovsn ar venir shopper dilaton nike Poe 

















"Ehteys had’a Siow ride to School in che. norndne wouter it was” 
Sens Uetanean or herastatiand-a fame ride av sient Por ake Hew 


expertgncing the Ineariestint arora {4 roses bloomtns fn such 
prFislon alone" with the frarrance ef wolf willow alse tn fol? 
Pasgetten,¢)2oieter' side was ciao dorced with yeltow bsttato bes 
cranme cowaline, tiser Lilies and the majestic whtve blossoms 


































Growing up at Ratnam § 





00", and chokechorry. Te was truly a tine when nature 
Her'preat bostty and" really rail’ seed co be alive 








Threshing, vine in the fall was also a tine of mich excttanent 

reant stayinr aay fron gehool to help shovel grain tn"the tis: 
‘hete was! creat awe and wonder of that bie atean Sneize deietne he 
Erbin Separator with"four gen pectin sheaves nto te oe wha 
Stenea"afte top Speed sit day ons. 








lft in 2ublte goed sorttnsed vo Grade 10 an B4feh and T 
Eourse, "From there’we. too Grade 11 and 12 1) fehene Slee" S hoo 
std afigr a year oiten tre ‘arn, proceeded ehroveh tock yoses 
Envuhe Gonlere-or'Anetoultare av’ the’ Iniversity of Seater seen 
olkainine ny fachelor of Seience Uesres is Arriculture Te Age 























Sonal, "and Vivian ducing” shoes years ty Wadenes “Ps S585" wpon Ph 
Of Arrdculture tn the Excension Services, T-servad es cereentcoeay 





Sevretinye af Wlaor ty fron eS" obs elas epttes ye 
‘Bolerie Sdotees fon tnt" spaeieitign So YodSo™EE 
[fruleteal rapretenearive 8 












ORG cen ee tenets 
would Pave dearly Loved to have known and in which miekt have 
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Ney & Mrs. Otter as her grandparents. 


une wigower foward Carrisons and this noeting resulted 1m marriare. 


‘The Garrison fanily then came to the Noadow Bank digsrict that 
carp yar ip search of roveseeada, deanste Garrison filing on, the 
ft SithectySeeh on waded the fausly lived the wineer of 100v=-055 
Yoivin Garrison filed on she Silcas-3e-i5, out be found 
en cdc the tard fe’ dod rave Stuns Ame naar, 
GPuund later dioposine of ie to. Jay Garrison) who had eaken Up 
SE Me honascend she Ma2c2u-36-19, 


‘That winter typhotd fever struck the hone, with Arthur, te 
ape WS ESTE ONE SLE Fiten atonee ang their nesemeory 
80g. Wn: Harrison quraed thew aii beet co healeh~ 


2 1008, whtle in Yorkton toepstal and ready for discharce, 
sioatd Gartiaon" passed sway very susdeniye 


Several,months tater Jesnnte Garrison married Ed. Haron, 

te ves the AlS0t waaditne’carenony in the Headey Sank aeeg =~ folks 
‘Sete"fafley cosine out fon uadena Oy Iiverry 

fuiftan and de"wua ouch @ gold day the mintster's 


Sly eats eounte Bid Ga 
red 6 : ch Fare, and.aigo the Bick Yeo! 
SARS Me narnia, SNe aes 


in the spring ar chat: yaar they noved to che Sd. Haron fae 
oust ane web, of Gagana whieh, ie" rosenciy the Ruth Burnett, farm, 
GEULELAT Edy opens” Baugneer Boris stverded soheoi et Guill 


In. 100 the Haroon family moved inte the town of Yadana and 
urchused shat waa a snail acreare With a toute and also a barn 
Eicrerddy Varwons could Feep horses.” thw alee gfe, property 


Tn 291) Dorts and wea. Harnon wont. to Radel, where Jeannte 
Harel worvod and Doris continued her serooiinn 


In Dec. 2019 Dorie married Johp Prouse ond they Lived op their 
rar Tort yest of Retvington far 17 yaata,. Dorks nae ives inthe 
Sane House in Kelvington for ul years” John passing away tn 2967, 


on igang, leemon spent. apy years tn Kelyincton, where abe owed 















“ 


yy EvaHarrison) Teving 


2905 and the Oil. rasivay 
"paaaed through the 

4 yeiny Claire and Guill Lake.* North’ snd south 

iy settlara sovehe honesteade and’a new way of TiPe. 





Eaton, 








Among these ware Ne. Wns and foward Haceison, They ad enterated 
to canada fron naar" irarpool eariy' i2/1905 and vorked tn fantzoba 
Sfrotesaunine tg che tadena ran ds 106, ngs RStguhcan, from 
Ln’gphine cfr o0s, "ors Wr, farrisan, leaving Ato wife with: friends 
4h REGUehe cane seh, ie brother fotard vo. fadenay Sask, and. filed 
ot a homestead (Sci. Seo, 20-3er12) in dune, 1006." le chose this 
SeSelen*teearae st pierty of wood for fuel ana’ building. snd a 

2eis whlch teid’ posal ilitios for catcte raisins. The fate nad 
‘any Rdvantaces Bot also eissdvancares-one being the hoards of 
Mengultoes wien infesved ehe area in the woods and tail saases 
"radnd the Jake: 














Drs Howard Harrigan novesteaded Si See 28=36~12 which he proved 
up «bie Glante remain in Canadas This land iz now owned by. "has 
BBpiiew feith Harrison: 





‘he first task of the hovesteader was te builds housomin 
ying Poche Uh RE athens done wich Tore fant 
trans er eovteg tops socapt iy hand and oft necaseicy they had to"” 
Beihore Tonash “HS walle wore plastered wish cisy’ and rooted 
wieh Polos and covered wth sodas eat fron the prairies 








hen Mrs. Harrison cane fron tans tn Oetober > there was the 
hougel te had a dis floor araiu was sone tive tefore boards 
Mera avaliable fora floor. “The furnivare was hovenade. 





During the fottowing nor! was erected and Land cleared 


fang brates G6 NFAT Honest 








Blow and @iacouraae’the, soequitoes. 
Stanaa"and waa halieaved Sy che Razrtson fantiy aneln 2968 when 
Frahe house wae soils 











In the winter of 1906-07 was a lone gold one. There was an 
eptdanse Se*ttptoid raver to the aren and. Mes" Saresgen wag cal 
ebicera. cor eyphots sictine tn chef 

Hes E'see 2iskeca. 





‘the eldest member of Harrison tantly, Eya was born in the 
uuccle*nbuse by"the dace in dancary 1008: “in the spring 

arsiton retarted to Jan. co.wort in order to earn Roney to” bay 
Fook, overs michinery eve. Nos, Hareioan, with the taby, spent 
the uster'monthe alone 06 the homestead.” Te was a lonely" ti 














Mes farrigon and Panty 


Mes wanntan 


¥ eat 


oeighors were fey and far between the nearest tom 16 nites avay—— 
fist officorote mito ease alone the lake at the hone of hrs Dat 
RSrrigon.. Te waa tnowr ae Haadow Sani Post office ang sitiatsd on 
BED Pv'sge, Tenybeids “Re junction of" two lakes knowm’as lates 3 & 2 


celare ab thts tine cane from various places, U«8.4. 
ndgravia: mononites fon Germany and acne, Unsbiaes "Posailp 
fidinavians’ wore in the sajsrety at shat tine in this area, 


roads were prairie trate around slowths and across 
geen =" the Seandtfavians adgpe with sete fala Secter eames of 
Piseer teaver Glam naling, “ere wae almays the denser of becoming 
gate 


Aa population ineresaed and Pandit we a none 

for schools.” the Duck Greek School. dissrice was’ orrantaed an the 
and’ school bitiding yas erected in tine 9 hols 

hohe" The teacher, Miss Ainatfones came fron forsnto. 


Ysaseing anong one's neighbors was only source of antertain= 
ont! for a'Long tine bur eventually thage ware. catherines asd people 
ane vany"nies £0 picnics, The frst aadow dan pleats was Role 





“ 
Un, Rareizon Panty 
tn 1009, Later there wore Christnas concerte in the schools, 


00 'and‘dances ia, therhonee = music provided by vislin, corde 





‘The church alao played a part in the dovelopnent of the. 
comuntey e Hatt sePrizes were Haid in'hee Water's. (oachélor 
Sone = A lespésigf "Thiet where Bra Tarrison was tape 













By 2916 a Untted Grain Gpowere oncantaunion vas forned and the) 
ine a eamanicy fant tak. {Secs 20s36-r12 whan becape known a5 
tbo aber wt, forall. future social events. 
Teta tatlding wad, etla"and continued 
ihdsefilness unt 














Homestead 

Sobatteed by Ruth(Harrison) Shannon 
awe Rovere Gowan Duek 
Bu Noel maze Duck Greet Sotoot 
i528 Heanor Duck Ghesk School Norma Yasser & 
at xeon Sassey 

Duet, (reiier) 
aoe Bask 

Foes 
1023 Baek 
1a inn 
6 Rotnun 


ise? Relvington High Schoot 








Wa, Raretaon Panty 


Migs Plane yas a Franch girl who had a deep interest tn nature 
fhety, the Aisi slfea an dnearSet eating wll fas laced 

at Year and eared t9vaing the FFanch Rational hsahes. We 
lssrned to"nane the authors sf eYeryehing in cur rosters: Ws were 
HED"Geing’ae the eine che Old Ontario Beaders 


Nes, lagel NeQuarte was a favourite teacher who drove a horse 
su1 the ay" Fron the farm'at, felvington each Gay, for neice taseha 
emplatogs cane to sehool with her fora tine. tio nov" Fesonber 
forvhow Tone 


Nigs ELigabech Cameron ated shortly after she taught at Duck 
crook. She aid net survive aurgery in the Wadens fospitel. 


Belen Sumarfelt married a bank manager fron Kelvinton, 
te was’ a'widowor with evo daughters, When feler lefts dese ingran 
sock over’ the school, I'renember that she say ua through the 
GESiES cotete yale hese dive adhe oat oP cen, 
iow one to act aa chairman for tit Doncerts Joan" tater sareita 
ecUalley tog. they wore Goth Kitied with their sail son It'S ear 


In the spring of 25 T went to Duck Grask school for onty a 

few weeks, "bel I Farenser Nr Puttin because fs scodraged a7 

‘eran sores. Ye setarned £0 Eotnn'ghen "opened wfch 
cher 


SEO Be meat crear 
rbot it Heian 
SDs Set aie uns © ne 
Sr eer bees eee aE ee 
ei ieee iit itil Pe 
Eovnut Mar cunattsiner i Grea, 
Teonard and'T started out each moming ‘with'an old buckskin naned 














Wn, Harrison Fatty. 70 


iste Brice was a quiet, gentle Lady who was very young to take 
charge of a country. shoot, dhe later died under surgery sn'Wadena 
Stopleads The Sreidefaniy asived nat fail na Mabel and Alfred 
with Walvin Joined our ranks 






Percy Heffern rede a dicyele to Kelyington far the weekends. 
tis rrisal Henry Lowen took over the following year when Twa. 
En'grade TX, In Septener {left for Kelvingten and Grade Ty that 
ELLE YeGe Binel Sebelund aia tot cone £0 school, 1 ose ay staotick. 


Suinttted ty Sylvia Vantreinnen (liarrisos). 


lappy, tine at Totnan School 49 een to centre around the 
coll futters which had been Lefe in the cloak room wade we were 
Seaecing to mileipuy, nike 20° the. slough co slide on the, toe which 
Pontee Sul tron enn. he, ontatue/and babs Fushes. Sprang tine 
ght floating mualrat houses, red winged viackeizdey ant the 
WIGS plalatops twirling in eh open water, an excitiie senory. 








In a drought year, a corduroy road wag laid through the 
slough’ providite a ieston in thas aspect of engineering. 





‘The other snportant thing in gehool, was the store, do, you 
senecber the cold’ day we nt around ang blow sabetes, big bubbles, 
SES oldes°ce che Feantowe snein they were broths OF the 
Sela Nis Leitch, that’ was mean. 











‘TRIBUTE TO THE TARRISONG  eubaitted by Toreen Talat. 





Dies. Harrison was an avid gardener. She loved her flowers, 
aod rig sure, thas every Blosson had'a sie for she sender toring 
Site they gots far shrits were gently conded, and alse riourished. 
Stetnag" a fovg of nacare that bas-nantfegeed'tteea? in ber fantiy 











Me, Harrison waa well fgow for bis singing. Ke always tad « 
nappy"Sine white he worred, Teas ronenber che Way 1 gajeyed fis, 
Uzi pypanented Sethe road Sea cole isbee oleh yas 

GBs fikeieg fron che clay that ateached chen co eho harness. 
Eta'fer isrfacn stneing for the Love ef Live, che joy he felt 





ig rataed sone of the Finest cattle and pige that I have 





Both were the ultinate as neighbors. And T mst add that the 
tantly bas’ carried on ehis fine trate 








1 
Ethel Hoard. daughter of Me. and Mra, Russel Dann. 


Baanell waa te son of Eona‘Fichard Dann and cane to Sask 


Yo sarriod Yabel Mesa, dauehcer of Mr, and Mra, Theodore Hess, 
ip Beted Tout tee) soc ofits, on the, Land now fugues 
horakiii, Ontars 


uggel1 and Mabel alone with hie brother Guy, took up fara 
on she f'2, ase! ot Wadena tater egning tothe ASemum digerace 
there’ ehey famed on Hel 17= Je-L2e 


Tere were aix children tn the Rasgell Dana fantty, the eldest 
being the? who attended Rotnun school in 1929, moving fron the 
Behar ts Bot 


The brothers ware noted for she nice horses they kept.on the 
aes ae pet gle’ eesttng atete for the sctocd ehligran to 
Piliod' by Horses. These buildings, a tarn'and a ‘harse, bad been 
BLit*sn'vasenn ana noved out by horse. power 


Russeld Deckse £11 and was unable to work for much of his 
tauser years, ‘parsing aay tn Winnipeg On July S5eny S038 


“rs. Dann, now age 75, resides in Thorndale, Ontario. 


Tan varried to Gordon Hoard and we Live on the far east 


Nes & Meas tots Holeten and tantly of two children cane to the 
discriet by trainin 1908, Seingine wth thes toreas, ‘achinery ahd 
fotgehola Zeens wich she had acqitred after fmrdgrating fron 


‘They sovtied on a honestead (SE 2-36-19) chree niles fron the 
atte of Hotnan Sense (noe yet sulle) « 
ed to hat 
Sherertp cout 
the Stopest? place 


The Holsters Stree tule a small house watch they used as a 
eranary after they built the big we storey Log house tn 1708. 


lclaten aod ehilaren 4d s lot of trapping as, their 2and 


pal aigusho~ “Doliy and Gunnar renanber” 
Gag Se'She eariy morning to trap and later felpite hn’ sk 
Sninale. : 


fan 








3 





Me. & Mea. Nola Holaten Panty 


Acver she weary, craven 
a 








haa re HOLST 
Fare; ghey are gevting 
itched again ve ora 





Zhe children attended school in Victoria Park and Wolverton, 
‘The older’ ones Penewer carrying Sere oegastonaliy Secauae Se was 
such a long walk, “When the Houten School was baile tn i922 Vtoiee, 
Gunnar and‘uart dteanded Classes there, By then Dollie was bie. 
froweh fo aay bone. to"work with far Sag doing Manta wks plobyhe 
sEevslader" al’ sho dolng she siiklng ond taking care of 
Stoppers” horses: 











When the rattroad was exe 
Hoteven and fanily moved to os 
Shere: 





ya furchor north, Mes Mes. 
‘atley in 2925, And pened a cate 


Bennte Bronson operated the farm for a short while until tt 
aoid'te Arcon Fausi. Laver’ che. sane lang wag sold eo i Pe 
Weleon. Verner Selson aetll Lives on the ame site 





GROGGE HOPE & YANTE FRAZER submited by 


parciel Rev.aseioe, Gn alengary. 
Babel waa Gore Hor.d, 1003 in Oreario. 
They then moved co Marciwell,Sasky in 
BERL, seog’ inate, was torn fay 25, 
9082 “Gordon was born sov.25,4906: 


















‘yey then moved co homestead op 
Bice Aer et a 
Posner iiss 










‘he natn stopping place for ploneera 
sae Engg Beda? MEsien and Redengt 











George Hope Panty 28 

gras holdin the hone, Me. Hope was active tn th 
Schoou were fanei and" iteie ware’ snong’the Firat stugentay fe alse 
helped Oreantae the Wolverton Rural telephone. comp 


No raised purebred sberdeen Cattle. Rhode Ieland Red Cnteker 
snd porebred Sapkanire Hoes 


They gold the farm tn TOL? and retired $n West, Vancouver. Hes. 
Yope passed aay" in duly 2953 and George tn Narok 1957. 


Hagel ogeane @ teacher, tauer married Herb Topping and farmed 
az tiple. Shen novel io Bc. "They sloped three ehtiarens Hero 


swt 1I-36-T2, fad a tantly of threes When they started High School 
$hay 2918 the Pare and wove co Kalvaneton. Elaaie passed omy o 


soon SgGhYophad for 3. Wining at Pin Pion, Passed amy in tay 
Lives with Haaol"s daughter tn Beles B.C. and never married. 


Evelyn sapréed S412 Oliver, hey farmed in the Ma 
ang later’ saved to the town of Wadena, thon to" Bce 


fd four ehildran, Sein 
ve together in Surrey 6, 


Ys wens 20 Wiliow Glen School Ong sumer share was aot enous 
puptia’ eS" openche Duck Create aehodle Liaale and Seeil- and f gceeed 
EiPouse Geese, ihe ceacner was lias. Jean fanes We wont Co Scheel 
pleh horse and carey foltowing ® preirie trait across Sees Tend 

“ty rather 41a carpenter work earlier. My father was Scotch 
ana nother # Sesten anf tesshe 


1 }elped nove Meadow fank Hall. Pret of ali wp based gravel 
senegal piesa ttn te’ aheigh fron te" E OF ae the 
under it cross ways.) Jack Costes ang T each had a four harae: 
She on the, haul, apa everything wore. along very well. fot of che 
Snip tas. rade.doun TinSen's vate snd chere"was Zodut a foot ata @ 
SIP SPar’sa "ade. Fegas sot doen gn Cloeka and deft acai 
Feng f2 Tete We coindtSe pif"Snder 12°F Maat take pare 








charles Irving Pantiy. W 


Charles cane out fron Scotland in the year 1923, and the story 
goes that wesle teavetling ty teain and near the ora of Sturgis, 
fevtoted the conductor what ¢ine 30 was-~ che. conauctor replica 
HSaS"houcs ut harlie not being, familiar with that jargon’ replied, 
"'Pumow tea T923, but what the Hoos tine ts itTY 





Hse eirat, Job wan at another cood Fellow Seotenan, Sandy 
Dona, Pron share he went eo dene Prpuse's. Tarny fe spent one GL 
Deetwith San Sonata! who was aeiil a bachelor-and livie sn the I 
BF ne toned by" Letdn Parvon, Sel- 34o36ei2, Te nas only a honest 
U2 SRhorend ehey'woue up ond snowy wineer sorsing vo find snow 





Se then decided to buy gone land, 


h 0 he purchased che Si 
agnor, seill referred co as 260 





oa Stab Pigg fred Berry gave phone and Pe ved wien cherite 


‘The Pigtlen fern came up fon sale, NE 22-95-12. Se Wn Harris 
fon was azeciter for the stage, charia9, wont co hem with ah, offer 
26 Way fhe turn and he mist have sered. for va at che sawo'cine,bo- 
fause he says fe got it all in the sane deals 





va was born on the honestead on the gouth sido of Harrison's 
ake ave cali ity" could ge called Linden's, or Avery's. or Lites 
Joes" uae P duppiees Ze is enid' the mosquitoes besate’ a0 bad, the 
HSS seve vo the soeeh aide of the labs 











Bray te ie sad, was tory during a rare January tha and bas 
never colobrated's tictiday since that has hata stow. Sho waa the 
BEIGE GREPEE'SS fapelaed Le the tonaow fant area. 











In 1910 Mea. Harrison and wee dauehter vant back to 
sor aviatte 





creaks"Fe was protabty about. Crade Til, when’ she spent a.year at 
‘otha Seated. "Gunner sodaten wae also going’ vo) school thate end 








fe" aticZon was e5 make rod grades end 





pour Mather PELge eS LAER En’ asvatal differen pisces. The dopro~ 
Salon” cane and along witt tv, nope teachers, than Chara vere. fo%s, 
SS'S) SETS kee ich S Mack’ eyes bachelor in the tacreraundy sho 
Seldedgh She crete, Hest, els Aten ResSShE & 














the wedding of Charlie. Tr 
her carn hone of fugwatst, TOL. 
S85 SRGpeTGad gardens werd freuen, 


ig and Eva Harrison took place at 
"fue weather was cold that nighe 


‘Thay have a, fantly of thras eéldren, Allan Gait ang Brian, alt 
pron NS yRdttatnGapitaas ve and’ Charlie’ have retired, Sut cnaéae 
igvgtay in chasm lovely howe on the farm, clogs to their sons and 
thelr prandehtiaren. 








‘the Charles Irving's 
Antan and Gast. 


Atlan Teving Panty. 
fulan is she eldest 


on ‘achool at Dick 
an's351 he, went C0 Kelve 
FP radutecl Goere)he,was. the 


fradiate tron Felvington High this year and he 


iooge Jaw Providence Hogpital for a rapistered nurse, 


© vareied Jack HeDgapall in 1967 and they reside in Saskatoon 


arian 1s the youngest of the Irving fantly, taking all Me aah 


ooltne #n'orand ang Hel fe Ehentattendsd Aprichavural Goll 
Gre, tn, Suakatoons He. wo the winter months with Can Pare 


‘arie Fagnaut They wore Rarried love Why D7. 


They have also bullt their home on the Figlen place, adjacent 
to arlafte! parents and across the road fron his brother Alans 














irs and Mea. Bert Johne % 


Sere married the former Alice Whaley in Dunrea, Mans where she 








rA1e0e, Bere and nis brother-tn law, Me. Waley can to the 
Meadow Bare district, seeking ronesteade. 

“Then in 1907, i, and Aa, Johns, Aer mother, lire, Palmer, noved 
kn comet Wath he pales suniay, te’ settle on thei? honseter 











SLL°HIEL on ene Sete genie. 
vn, chtteip ott mas by team dnd wagon, sang ten days v0 epwpete 





TEE! Jonas was Auntie Johnny toa lot of people, They si 
there’ Sand’ Godse clark tn 2903, and'revired 2m Rendon where 
oth passed sways 


Prank John 


Prank Jonge wen che son of Sarah and Willes Johna. They Lived 
fon tha’ fomnar Sigolow henesteed, the iW fuz=3é-i2, jus east of the 
Hia'tigeseneer, fare, 

PeePraE Eeded Duck Cresk School Sn 2921 riding a big white horse 
named, Fakinner* 

ater the famtly noved to Ontario. 


Dies and lire, Fred Jones by daughter Connie Liltejord. 


Mr, and Yrs. Fred Jones (the forner Bntiy Beatrice Messencer) 
apy toccheeeg Apr BEB, tgre'eewocneres srothr‘a’ Farm 
Bea helped neightours during this year and in 1923 worked for 
cases Users tele, tre S112 Le 
rh'the spring, of 29s, they purchases the honestead of r= lof 
fdaracn, Re" PABE iz"ank Haste" ehe SEE Loge ro He Bias 
"in ehe,1020"8 ebey nade fursher purchases of land fron Hr. 
ieSbek2y wo had acquired thie parcel of land {or 
Setilonent Board aa a soldier of Woria Ward. "Tred 
























‘ror farming s0 went. t9 work in che Robin food #4118 in 
Ser indies Later Wilded ane oil” acct 

td fad been a foreman Fast, 
Bates pisvoney He had done 2 


years ae arene factories 
Pesple wondesed. why this jovial Welshnen with his wife, a ceacher 

af greney ears In tnalate,"Malaver coctded'Cc'cone t9 aoa, 
aaa 





a he ane to rough & 
tala’ Scfat the factory or 






Being, lave punching a 
Totnes of aly he iden of being your own bose was goad, plos 
the race"hac 168 aZras’of your very evn sounded iite'a ula bine. 
Fas tora 2010 in she sity gf Oloucester, England. 5 had no 
bwotherd sr sisters, bet fon and aq raised a” boy who was. Known in 
ee tere STs as fas Foneas” Laver tac went to work anvehe Mites ard 
ERRLTRITURSE’ nis fathers’ sdroane, ao 'he"se now known as Savard: Char 




















fs'way howe aod be was fappy 


3" weeping Sther sven st 


Sleanor*a 


ing the Maney 98 Ae'elT tad fo be 








a 

ose andthe worry wag how to got recurs in tine to, buy Gheistoag 

set sot eco be outdoney Hocher took save arpar, ahurned 1, and 
poands of tictér to sell at the Deckuants store in’Wadena. 











ie ene Wahi tithe aa hint ‘hove waa 


oF alonge ootby accra f farver who lived nat 
TES OnE ooh an ou to Waders aed aeuiverse nin 


















ed to Tower the erean gana tnto 
ER cdadgvtond eater’ ot our vel y.ruure 9 supe ond asian 
ud gridéa‘tingel on the. quality. of creas he uses to delivery ost 
Tet Bane te hdd to Soave: none at.) 40. to resch the creamery tn 
Horotine day por foes Te maa worth ie all when he would cake 
Wer tap eraleccche nararers, 


‘aan aiding 2 gantons 

















Sonetines Tt would vant to go on these trips with Dad, so Mon 
would pack a ianch for Ses’ hen T got tired, badywoutd. sake a bed 





WETAEESS fhantets on cop of the hay, whien was 4aven alone to reed 
the'ofens or the rarana ap the eaco nee T'would Foep aating Low 
eh farther ie was and Gad niphe gay "le will" soon be there’ and 





Soecrness Bi PRORLUSSPts cets Srl 

cos oy ONE Dan A orl a ES PR Eth, 
ee ee erie tn Fe hee 
ene ALR Ses Saar tee 
SE Se eee tat ine tr at et 
ines are 
Soe Poe, mete ge eee tee ie 


Ba She Coan world Ge eaven fav the expty one to da 





Prairie sraite 






















































one te town, id 
f FOvoiter too tn the 10204, wiat Z thought vas 9 very funny 
doztgente es vast faneety hag Sat" Soapnt"a idl"? PotdTZad° Ol, 
Hd‘Solude oho rand whteh paseed" our plal0"Ltown ae tne Ueaena-tind 
‘is Sou wont, op the RELt ans pc whee’ te S00 Molar 
Since pad one vo agora and white, shey were aay 
sie, Gearuod on chats way hover Shen cney Packed” 
‘ind the wheel and afver giving & few 
Soci Heche "eteg shed tna 
erge and back ft went, Imocking Jack down and sacking Fight" 
car ip the hill vo give then a fresh starts © 
Enetscige foncares. to tne ever sowplanoy’ aout har 
Sool or cha meant sieaiaan alt faprdate’p 
aeightors Yoven orca friendly "chute "t renbtbet neaeine fea‘ ahe th 
achelors cfite*digeriet alaja enlayed asttise sal to a 
roy a frotts dstiwien Ghevrelbitorhag ett 
Sab Stee ae aura foe far Sve sale age hu 
Einge"tg wea up his evening of enjoynate ang then chow 


‘itse*Mare Grail dnd Feaied with the old wood Sesh stove 
edn. fanned ‘to them tn 
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Yes and tra, Joe Kiland 





foe Kiland was the son 9f Ton Titan who ane tron Hoorehead, 
sinneaSte te taue tp a hoveatead on what te" new the “ok Kost) fart 














‘They nade chete Sirse hone in Yadena where Joe wag agent, for. che 
ee ee 





Chara and Joe had five chtlaren, three sons and two, daushuers. 
‘the @Gd0eE $08 obvehd S08 GLa featur er an acetdont waite etfls 
PSM", P'ieie8 Sooond aon archar in a heavy nachinery accident. 


sevealSt MAuGtae TNT ToiSte wears he operated the aray, and 1 
SRCGE Nard va ariver of the Co-op O12 delivery erter. 














ana ROBES Sotarer"cnuleren ateended che Rosny Sehoal. 





ios end Clare retired’to a hone in tlount Royal Court, in Saskatom 
whore Shes anjored Desir retirevenc until dosta deach in April 1975 


“eg. Huang is S011 very active and continue 
Royal Sours. 








wpa Koch was 2OF8 in dusteis, Gemany in the year 1576. 





regalls was, spent herding cattle on the his 


ftp Sha! trade' of Lo sruche 








12005, he cae co Sande working othe Eangonge disertt, ar 








earned there for 
cosdow Bas ataeriece 


908 they were varried in Govan, 5: 
re, ag well age deine cazpenee? 





waive 








tes and tre Koch had seven children, six of chose children at 
ending Buck creek school, aat{l the family noved tothe Art lanson 
placeend’then'on £0" tueh SA. 





caroline Donald of Felvington, Otte and Srnast of HIgh TLL, Sash 
eaten HOLS SPE of MeL daert SeReavinetony sone passed ave! 
En'Vine and Frank tn 1937. 











a 
Ip lator youre tte and tex rock Yutts « house in Felvtngton and 
rovized thore,”“e Kosh passed eway in the Kelvangeon hospleas oe 
Ris St eh barcnaay. 





Ovte ooh. 





1 0p of eorse ant Rote Koch who cane tron Govan to 
ye onde Sapa‘ aigtrice and fontad Gharite Barter sections My 


Me entiei 
sigedes aed Ere 
{ny Lancely afd the Fred donee children ao we! 








Sehool, white Living in the 

Toy of ay clgaenaves, he Cowan, 

5, the Dramonda, the, jerky ensiaten 
i as vadte Tugustus’ 


n attended Duck Cra 








Tu, TOlu,T married Marie Smich end we have efx children, Orvill 
ray Rusoeli, Hose larie and Jimmy. They ave ait erried and’ ve 
have tyelve grandentlazens 











Yatt Lang Panty. 


cans BEfat2MyBtty, MADE came to the Rocmun district and Lived on the 


‘fr9q Dutt Sask. hod both Mary and att 

‘they tad a fantly of fave, ghtlarens 
od hota Sehoody Liner, iitaeris or 
goto, ahd chen bat'Iived in eho 


They cane 20 2 
















at slays ill stay in oy mind ia when Elmer and T youd 
rid over to"Tagh's and Gus would"oat our hairs ind we would tiacen 
Ep doges oe deapdpa Macks arories, Show 

driving then to the Headow Bank Lake for 












Nr, John Lancely waa born 
tn Gheshire, nglatd™ ie cane 
30 Sanada in April 15052 Sat 
Slane’ ae copar’ Gast tave” 
novite to. chardhersage, 
Mary oftean, whe 

‘on England, 











In 1908 he cane to the 
esdow 





iene hardy ploniere aid Say 
lind: enjeyed"iite' to the fa 
Ms ont tres Lanoely Sam ana attert hey bed two sons, Albert an 

















2 
San now has noved into KeLrsngton,where he has retired, 


Hes Uaneely, ever ‘interested ip education, gervad on the Duele 


(crook Sinool taaid fro~ 101 e294 then the Echool was dissolved 





Nes and Mrs. Lancely ware plongers in vany respecte, having 2 
raat rieka tn thelr comunity In the early aafe s? abt5.' and coe 
SF tha" First care’ as well 














Pree Cy 
Saskatenewant 
Prepay im 





pped 20 acres 


Decanter tat, 1912. Fn 





1 house and moved fn 


Subnieted by Phyllis (Parish) Listle 





Poyllsa ticle has sony pleseant, memories when, she was working 
a the Larcenestar” bn the apFing of 10)7 ore-pecaile needing sone 
ang Zo 20 Satbetigandag* 2 Tapester Zareeekee colne Co, fotos 
the bugky and. preceeded on her’ cn Ske went ukreugh’ the farish yard 
UBS eOEEE a0, Brocaeded 3 go along. for ehe rider Te was, the eprine 
TAETAUtE Gas hate Shay’ gor to their aspeinacion and pteked up Rose. 
uo “Bx*Enshe return hors Shey haa to cus. off rignt. by Pred forest 
scnarwhete Jon co throceh tye water. We got about 45 yards into the 
SRR ID FaLdoGbagl abe algae want co pill so lata down. Igoe 


























retsoed po 


a Taree eget y 


A and’ palies te 
assorcere proeaeded oF 











a 
st any Job thar was avatlable, painly a fars laborour. 


In 1098 he narvied Laona Poylowalt ho was Dorr at Yynyard ond 
( ‘years working as a hired girl in the surround 
¢ ES Moted Cs efe"Vaador sant Siseriee 
205 LOSE a Futlanenen Sand iStared’a"aite south yest of Duck cree 











dgughter Tursol wae tore 


In tbe winter of 1912 due 20 
he naa choge the andl Te% Se 
Habe aod were :o, Garson, Euver yhere 
Seyi oned by fee CLIP Close 
estes seine and 
fischer worked asa eanp cont 











In,che spring they again. 





de thin tinm the fant: 
soc Mee Bok 
Sune teeeate aang dts 
Cee nbattanese aioe a 

wistening white on the outst 












Pe eat 














wag usnally forse and eouocran in inser, arse and bone! tv Spring 
Bed bios in he evens 

















Joe and Leona continue, far at gat Derk orth 1775, 
stilatesuies 7 i 











Morse} sarried seraté 
ghey nave Lived abuse 

a Sbothters, Tazeld vor 
ia 2 Talapiona Operator in lew Yestmiseeer. 








Motert narried Sharon Ponceloe Sram leecher tn 1967. They too 
wont fo Efye"at the sonst ts che fort’ goguitiae area, they 

Yanlay ot Ure. Sue a05 aid 2 daypicerss overs 
plunbing baninese © 














Stantey Larson as 
Soul OF'Re. an tee, John Larson, who 2ived on NE 7-96-22, 
ferethere shins ctaty-atcended fotnn Schoo!" tor say a apdee 
See tis Bt ie"was a cousin of Hoy’and CLits= 
yeistley worked for sove years in Kelvingvon at the garace owed 
by Yorn teway "Heya necnante of sone fat and poopie sougne his 


and Mee Leonard 


e,cane So the Duck Creek district the year of 199) and farmed 
on une’ th of S5-36212,soruh and east fron she school,” Ue date the 
Siatriceror e year, feturring the fall of 1935 and Tenained for’ 
ort eine int or 1005. Than'we cana’ o the Rotnon schoo. 
Higrease ysth gue faskiy of eg, tari ne"Plisan and losatet on 
Siasflot Bsséaias where we etSia teratne Fron i9ki 20132 Faye, 
ielaySttery,and arola’Jotned our famlly tree. 


‘ola Dereon Hidghert. 
isopars 


1 never did 24h@ choot, and 
School. ne Harcourt sent grade T 
Started to ery== a0 he asked ne 

sae Tssnsed 20 do." very shyly 
Taf Weote seelpiog Fronedante 


Eotool yard wae about ihe Sircast 

nd lonBliest- place in he whois 

omg." tated aenool aver Sines. arl, Sileon, Paye, Lome 
T uses sy first ard bad fe. and Moa. Leepart. 

experince marked no tor the. 

following years, sure ts, Funny 

SEM CULE Re'sldyad'e 1c of bore, eat in all hinds of weather ant 


The sports fheld day wap always sovething to Look foryard ce. 
Sveryone was sovally packed in'to the back of soneones pickup and 
Grove ts Wadena. Ita Bure’ the carazana tuones around the schoo! 
CNG tant nary) vay aories.c+ if they ould only valle. 


Zu was way tack in 1950 that Twas dntroduced to the Rotnun 
senool ‘wera T'barved 1g seavence: 











% 
Warcella Scranstad ang Robert Lagubes ware my other classnaces 
Marcelta’wan to court. for Hobertand'g)se she soon left us trailing 
eee igutts ovort and T were buddies’ ajl"the way throuth school 
Hat's Gukeh Sf purstana sn those dave, reestl whan we.used 69 
RSet upsides nd have coal figneas tive geun a few heads split, 
eRegPeuR faceless but wee cha Sitfaronce Mloys will be bors! 














Te is a wonder T grow up to be an adult. 


ost to eane) he, iwo tes texto ty torts. Trea 
gpe,celd mepane, ATL cht Starved to thay tt out and Chat nade 
SPURS Che Glace berore e ever was invented. 








T resenber vhon us toys bad a doe at school and went hunting 
az 2afshtfnts"n aye acd" SEE Yesite mc oe ine Be 
wee nates ping for’ the raueit so ery and caveh fv. then, alk of 
Selden ZAP here gue the ranat floelge seared ob of Tels sing, 
eer ree Lea theca: fronen, with-amuneypiainable 106k. on 
tibet abode thes Ficked aoseo and pont inued_ on Ste way 
Srndbpened do i000 that'd wen actually over An ne tine. 








x had'tachy firates Wiis Harcoure, 
fad Bon Leltene 





‘the big events as far a2 school was, walle T was there was, 
tne contertfon’fron wood ail stove, 0 yau aian"e, cone to school 
ae eeerare To warn op Lf dhe fird wgsn's Tite, Ang. find, your ane 
sid02 Blscs °E.NMTD Bate wlan an untrecaanle.penetl until your 
Pretest deca aan’ ana then the toasting of hgh school: students 
untal tne Pinay eloseing oF school 








E peletve the most, theélling parts for ne was our concerts, 
chat wae’neally preses the first step to stardom, Tere foo bad that 
we vets never discovered. 





‘That. geens to be a2 I can mater up for you outside of the 
Meadow Sank Fields meets which was good competition. 


Subnitvad by Faye Peterson (Leepart). 


was born te Leonard and Nery Laepart, to Join a brother and 
sister, Moca Divers oitee foley Stier? ane 
Sittgy: SEELSM LNefPour shore stay 42 the Wasona hospital was 
Barelds 5p ope So teE Paull ie hone for ny parents todays 

















Dad was born and ratsed in the, sovthers part, of the province 
vein tHeMtS TOF tPaeting fantiy, Hig family" packed up, abe, moved 
DESIRE TES, 20 On taren in'the early Jots when Che prairies becawe 
B°QGB bed Girine the dry years. 








2 

on was. borg and raised in the Village of Invernay. Fer parents 
Grandpa and. Crandna Yiddeiniss, cane to the new lant of ‘Canads, 
soviyveds, Leaving behing their foneland of Sestland, 


Wy youre st Rotman starced out with Beraica Yack, Zarbra Whaley 
ded, Gar teacher for stat year was Mas V.lchysnards 
itis seial together ae wie start Sue ina 
i Sy new clasenaee in the sane of Frilsp 
oily moved 2o\fagena, 
Stat dest Berrios, Prilsp. sate tg Fintan ofthe 
School years corethor, Car coaohar for Ors ir-Ges tneaussve was 
fev. Kencoure, creti was e year when no teacher seamed availatie 
Solve ‘svaried taking sorrsspontence couses Se hone, shat digas 
prove to satiafactorys co the school soars fired Turion Allen and 
rerolstie to 3s30Peit) schosl day and, suene 
oJeetpon agian tae’ Gnin it. denon got seaaher In 
Say is with & toacher by the nane of Sra, }coveek 


The fon tige alinaye was the sezurn trip hone afver school. The 
Yoora"ware always a"Ginp in the diseh whey” Bari wath our horse 
4 fon'Ltetcdna ith te horse and tologta® aleaye 
sofa day of School was ts aay the horses teetelag 
piles see‘ tefopea to ening Iie she diel det ave tee 
S135 Pounaar ones ost anco the cold tou, ever tn inguty but 
(Stogean and pave te ail repeated Over agaia if Ehay Sound another 
froen clinp that eausht Ghee faneye” 


5 SIAR LSSAG ef eee ans fated wg Sete 
ube ae fea iit rie ie teat 
Bare erect Bs ee ie ee ee oe 


ierwds tice for the encersainvens prosran. Ait had tovtate pare “S 
wilis"ene rage of us laughed at the stupid expressions. After tha, 


UitTadegs to finest 
ra'wikn alwaye proashe oi 
fut tines vere in practice 
etere niche when the 












“ 
sent wf of outs tater, 26 tot te, orca 
SF faces, he ses sage each ‘of up nad a conplece “evory lapse 

feos Bete ete fe De 

seacsedel HEY SE Dag SRL AgS 60 he tude afte 
Sa eet ate fleet hee Sb 
Ststba ett ty in She athe atts tn 


















MMe UN OE SE he called bir" rane for gue presents, tans © 





pip tea? at 











¢ ao children living 











ents af'20 cents a Gusnel in 195k. = 
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Narcied Mary Rennie in Deconber 
eyo, fad andy of four, 3 


fod bonny. od pater “cook 
Schera tae ste, an ou took ap 


ook part 1n several vires act plays. Put on to raise 
over tor Oe ROLL, Muisite deihe nae she director. “they would 
EaSsaTaN ale’ nbetue Echota Toerd” and Coan ior’ of Sesrat #50 
Mette Td 


TES NOSLREREES took thelr visa using thems whens Ror ia 


ie cree ie aad ee ta ee 


aucxsned ott me ther atntal fond Supper in, fhe fall, and would 
Feige catwoos $5 te. ‘the sales Ehey ats0 nade dre and eave 
FEES LE0GRlanae Paddy when their house’ iraed dome 


Waste,” it fe old cones and overalls 
og SbF pndervear at couldnt be penda 
Taking SIC ae pet on a fre ted ed 
warvera shat vere, oped when Paish aber sletgtc, 2 
ore arenas “thing. , Sut gos dudnre eee that welll gut 
ot SoU sat’ Baa winglws invtne Segases Pat nobody 
se cpe horde’ aaa followed the roads and’ they would 
Sheps eave you Ronee 


Swinktoed hy Coral Letven 


Z yas born Say 23, 1°11, They say chat T took part tno 
play aobn'von onthe aid, ‘They bed £e"pave’a tay aha atgn"e 








0 


want to une a doll, They took ne, but T dtdnts have to go to practe 
ALL he even yest te dances and parties, When we gt 

ERO aSz oN Sahdew sani tad bunts in the kitchen nade for children 

Sosleop in. 


T started achool with WEI Yarcoure as the teacher, We ba 
school foapieis in fendon rink every years ALL the country sehool$ 
E*fanaon took pare in See 


vas in the tell Deaf Chit. When Jotetog wes finished, wo 
ang ofadteh elitr Shak yatag and ont eta, Sensi’ cain 
‘op dup calves hota riboop upeil, the cheque gane in the nail. 
vo Gir ePTEadoted Shosl, Y'haaped onthe farm and'am seid 











Submited by Alan Letteh 

vas “2orn Naren 
toot: pat in Serool Sonapiele, seid wets, tail canes, christnas 
Goncerts, Hendon tai Sol 





had, chores to do after school and in the winter cine castle 
syd noraea, 16 feed wood fg gannys,farsuongr nia owe, £2 Eee tong 
Ptarebeee Gna esate Trepaie ina cash, camp ac. Pesce 
volun "the ie 2 BPE Hoon Pop Davis for 26300, 
2 ES cate and now am safeied and have two 














Submitted by Dianne Lesteh 





Z was orn on October, 16th) 1945 at Tedona Union Hospital, the 
tege ddignter of Wes ang Yacy Lettch. “1 searted acf'oal tn Rate! 
Sn Soptoner yoko, with lr. fasted Harcgure as teacher. Stgrtt 
Sthock wich ne thie” year mis Ronrde Gust, lajond Leitch and 
iareld Vascencers 











E nave nany nenories of those good olf achoel days when play= 


sng, Laatning and sober things aa well 





evan T yan 49 Grade on aid having srosble reeding ov Ld 
coe leg 1 EE Steet SEAN PSR Eg SEE ead ae 
Teool wienioes "EF E°diante ieafn"te read In that first gear at 
eed wien ms isnrs Uniting Uidancsaee’ fastoalese gies 
EOVCSL E 2,78 2°04 te anihelioin Cagere Wha najooceotep spate 
Feit Seka Stncien'cy the calls anf ery, fe sevorgee 
SaEtEnSTELECTEGPCNGE ele ohad'uten Sty’ asap to" anice wit 
Teams SEL Soy dened. 

















ne thine T enjoyed about the olf one roon school was that 





” 


played with atl are groupe. If se vas a ball game, a gane of. 
Chat Sor pareicipated no matter wat aoe you weso"or 


Hidze aa always tte ciekets to sell avery fall; a rare 
ait ptoSte chat as tale one at f008 oven 


ve sisa learned 03 play acd Wire 
2 rating wary *ustashipe 
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1 married Glen dradin tp Noyenber, 196 who waa driving, ¢ 
FRET Eotop. “ouring ve ffeegn years re wortee with che co-op 
we ives in Riyngra, liege Sena, Eeteinguon, Linttawy Saskatchevads 
Bran iver and then fo Lindie, Sudbatanewane Th 
O85 we ounhe sue fd 93"~ 36. 12 woot of Helttagton and-we are 
HP Mloplne Ene 1ite of the’ farm. Nevatao have a school bos which 
Park 


fo have four ch{ldren, nanely Blaine, June,Elwos¢ & Sharon all 
acvonding aenoal tn Zelvingons 


Suinitted by Beverly Lee (Letzeh) 


Twas born ‘lay 12, 1950 to Ken and tary Letteh, T started 
sevool Si nobnin £2 Leksrend aezerded enene until the school was 
SN0803 $5 BREN” Por ey ehnae aise years Bee. 
SQIEER Rie 'a Cincher “and for the Mined 


E have naay good nenortes snout ry school 
afnial chribeSae: concert waa che Sigeeet av 
eee city ah he hours af rarearsing = good 
potting out of school work, Then onthe tbe sight it see 
EGHEA'Waa tunaya Lave as he would get stuck on Sutkore 


fwetat, Lovell twetae and T starved. school, soge 
Degeciée: Fron che dadona composite tash School. 
Efaduatea’ fron the Sagtacchaven, fyevituve oF Ap 

enoba with s Diplo sn futgings yids singe 7 wer 


cack” Mitstartin*tensenthy Le Porcupine Fain woere Tn work= 
TREE che hopical and fen £6 azens! for Sastatchevas Feet 


ire and Hee Seynocr testes 


ea te 2 OPER 


ete was bore, in 1039 ape attended pubis schank gota. 
© feck her grade. "in Sandon ex the reutntag high school $n" 
sitet SoA igor Pakbon and cay" ved to. f.c, 

where" thay" baved, Tors hed saved atl co Rendon ond seit 


Axbert was tors tn 10UL and also atgended public, school at 
run and Sis Heh schol in Kelvinston. ve verted at, Hadeon Bay 
TULAS MTSE bead to Ses fe roe sarried trere and has 3 





8 
cuthdren, Linda, cindy and Doucdaa 


Grete end ners i iSeaa Serenan os ven ee eres 
have 2 boys, Randal, nd tevin ee 


tre and Tre flee Linden 


i eS tee ek 


Ses Grune 

STN an Sah Sle 
BS ice ieee nite te 
Ba aoataie igen 


thie brad pect eed GRE ery 
fees Bee i, 
dCRCAACh OE na ana Bath tak 
pene Ate tae ear 


24,070 oF Horses, "Lot carried provtetons include 
e 15 Soveacoaas ‘Teor as wel! Geol 


Yat atvars vanced ont azeanad of haviny a basy str. 
Clg’ Satvanctor” opr, Ste uae sngesad’ ata SgdaSsed 
abe aver recovered,” She naved his facty and got 
rates fo" ad ntltea ConBesy, 

were outeide, nanated 
Bode ofan cong tn“ suars fakade "tense be 
@ coud Fisaily weer pane “8 















ow 


‘heir firat car wpe op Overland courting, T think £¢ was nade by 


vg th ge eer ase 
ieee DNs at stigtes tatty 















nap the railway cané te Kelvington tt sade 1% a lot better for 
ne pespbe'C? CD'Gafeiee:® Later" Eke c-P.ae cane to Hendon. 


vanac®, 28 SADT 920'28 fey cane adver aeDopad wort 
Hindeita Blete® “u'liver'sonced aeiuliare'faias. 

















cher vaned Vonry Lowen tosrded at Lindens, tn sbovt, 1924. 

vad’ Cue car touy froma model? fords. They 
eetdehs otis anstler body ef Vee soint 
IOtre etnbl ing a sues. cars One day when Henry drove into che 
Ramer eaten Tg f. teeo shew nay eeack thar the non were stil] 
PEERS Pe oes fhe upaat’ car were coniscely covered with 
Yooae nay. "luskaly no Fire realveds 









Aout, 1927 Harry was chased off to, Duck Creek School. "Gould 
sonet ties better te called hatcle Crock wonder i sone anda 
sore aee eaeseT are seiti in the Unie Office.” ho tad a pony called 

FARE Gh.g" tas tater aold to George ata Carnet Setteriind of 











out, 1927=28 the Distad Santly arrived, fron Southern Sask. T= 
ney ohhblba Z2'SEotSE Re haste wleh che Distade care thelr dave 
bey getehet oh covand Gevare. and'treir daughter Syelyny “Mine Sundest 
HUE CRED'fSradts frocher Oliver, evelya attended Duck Greet school, 
See ee tees s Saimin. Lindéns and Statesa spent, Christras ant 
athe, foncive any cogathars gs Dasa, tte, Torenetay lefaes 
Diatadls other oe fron Spetanes ‘Their son Stuart ales attended Duck 
EpSak Schosi. Stumre alse hed ayouncer sisters 

















se aobiategg fared tore ons] Ye, Dead paz, ato te wiper 
el Uage AE BESear ee AF Wlndraol tee athe for 








2 nephens cave out fron Sweden, Tait Eltason,conts 

oud’ dnp $tlaaon en abost toe8. 

ine'tn the wiseer shen, Sots shu dow. 
°, ra;__donn itv 










1927. 





In the winter months of che 19}0's men worked on farna for $5 4 
Pape tarde: “Teer wore dances 

Sab pay for the Orchesera was about 

rgbleb-Zeres, but please bring iuneh. 








9s 
og Hacry was treet by a nad bul 
cava o1, horseback and ustng'& ballidp drove the aninal 
day, the bill went to markets 


nished school, at Duck Greek in June of 1935, he stayed 
‘hes quis Yadena nigh sohoold in Jun, Lo5%, that 


i stayed at Seate Srantconbes. ‘They were resi nice people. 
ws wall never forges Shale any acts of Pladnesee as 


D> orled at inane 
wore that coat again, Sowe other local boys who 
Fae vore Joo taduten, Sed ivory, Clarence Sebrstrand 


iden passed avay Jan. 1949, ace 62. tira, Lindon passed 


cried Fhyl2is lockie, 1042. In 107L they muslt on 


Sros orth Batota an 18 Totterts finily” 
Bacher and oier wore oF Sebvieh, Engtish abe 


tet! yoars ap Veasowank, and then we 2ived 
oetecly SOBae SnSGuahe a fam at Liselaw and from 





‘THE FORMATION OF DUCK CREEK SoHOOL 


sauacIMEE tae, eign 4 nob of ehtarn tp the eran sash of 
w'seRoontin when to Sducate eheir ekllaren. So it wag that, 
SegFoeL teeta wns hada large fantiy asd the Day forrisons 
Yotane dnvoled in ofvantaing @ shoot eiserict in 1907. 


MMe, Piglen was one of the cleat board nenbers and Jack 
Gowan the’ Pirse secretary of the new school district. 


Tt was to be Located in the Rural thnteipaticy 4236. 
pebpbade' Sul TOSERS pew Senool wan ohe fa 2 2 ="36 --22. 


Ppeted Ee Sareol of Jind aven 1? ie was in a sort oF no 
i Sbeeobe' ft woand be ceneral, for the enfldren concerned, 

Sr"Songor donated the land, feeling that because he had hy 

Tae ehEPrenr ie woule derinetly be to hs advantage. 


‘They worg given perntasion to butld s sttucture 20 x 26 ft. 
wien FOE WiRgotaon fhe 28 Ze, side and the door on the’ 20 ft. 
SHE, SHEN"S"Mindow on san aide of a2 


‘The wen of the natehvorhood ail pitched in to help bulla 
the echSolwilh San florsison, ant Olar°Cinden, and Elmer Ah 
supervising carpenter we belie 


‘The chook vas rasdy for oocupaney on July uth of 1909 
wien Ti" shiteren as bogtiners. 


‘he nave chosen for the new school vas very original. 
A crest "ean tnroceh the property asd.in the sumer was sii 
HST WAGE Glove? hence?ene nate DUOK CHE 





Duck Cush *2002 


Migs Ligne Lagrence was fhe first, setcher on record in 
he SPECIE ATESESE. SE SUR sir Soha! etteae un eke pear 
SSosTahd’ ed eleven pups 

Forest cettog ant forged er Wilh re 
poles for her to Gross the creeks. re 


Wise Arastrong cane out fron Toronto College to teach 
nig Back Greek Schocl in 1910; She boarded a: the Jack 
Chases M. HUD taughe at Duck Greek An 2912, 


4a 2012; Margba, Deanagamip, wife of Scott Bransconbe, 

Seemed Tike « snail foreine S20 para to the Salary 

sharhad egcetved {tow Srunmessk. She. Found ber peptis 

joar and interesting people out Dar daughter was got able 

to"Tecatz nanes except for chat of the fansons. Shs presume 
Chee her mother Toft teaching there in shat year boost 

f boing’ pregnant with ber firse child due late returned 
vench Efete when Soachers ware in short supply in 1915. 


Siping 
fine. 


‘Yiglse,cqaazan gang co, teach Duck Creek taking over 
me Maurice danger in October of 291). 


Jean Agar taught at Duck Cresk in 1914. 


Mena ganua tagte Doge Cro Sp 1025, te renemered 
$2 Complete this terns 





" 


Freeman cane to teach at Duck Creak in 2916, 
te, vobSGA*SEE RESET fie varrinon and grove te school, 
Eling the Farrinone daughter, sya wich hin as ase was ready 
to'stare school. 


cote cane to veach at Duck Greek in 1917, She 
soarded at Rasstsonts mr iyeara she married Pac 
Hendren and they presently reside in the felvington diatrict. 


Gertrude Gowan, wite of Jack Govan caught at her home 
scnodl Bick Creek pare of the gear 1518. 


In the latter part of 1916, Jeanne Blane cans to ceach 
puck Gfesk? “She Soarded’ at the’ Warrisan hone. 


Bleanor Mclean was a siater of tre, ‘assey, wite of 

InepsetehRaspeys ohe taughe Suck Cresk fron 4519-1920, 

Eng?Ssanded at he Jota Gehnide nove and went to school 

SEbving Albert Latclyte fee and Sattha top buezr~ 
‘due boarded at the Harrison hone. 


rp, lage? NeQuarrte nad veen teaching gehool, at 
ervitgtén' ah cane $5'etach choc at Duck Grege in, 1921, 
She wet the wife of Andy deGugrrie whose fore Place 1s now 
Puemel vy Tateh Caveons’ She drove Gatiy fron their farm 
fore fust ainide eoseh of she teva of Eelvington te Duck 
Break and fe'wencher naa al ehe"auayed at tha Prot Jones 


Pottoving Yaneh Yegoarrios period of teaching, 6 

pg ete Mt Setar pont daun ene (tug cater he 
fad caapht: pare of the year in Duck Creek in 1921 and then 
SLs 


Rsaaveth caperon, a Wadena girl, whose father was 9, 
spuis taper’ En Wadena’ cane to touch dt" Duck, Greek in 1922. 
Sfetlator passed vay'at an early age following surker/+ 


por Hert on aon of Mes andre Jape Ay Hagtorn 
Ear ‘operated a general store and tho post 
era an Pek 

year 


Doris Frouse recalls her stepfather, Ed Harmon being 





” 


Lired ty the Hefferns, one year to haul the mail over thts 


Perey, one of a fantly of eight children, attended for 
ar sens 


fe arried Tlorence Dupes of Ferigond, Perry tad b= 
Had feachea'retfrenene with then, when Ne passed aay Tes. 
listrern stint lives on Sn Toroned. 


S.Js NcLellan cane to teach Dusk crak in 1926-1927 
forget Se che terse She’ voardea at Popoliats thee lator 


ps Bath Palu cane co teach taking over duties fror 
xe, WelaTlan. She vas the wife of August Pains hey fad two 
Sots, Holand and femnevn,” Afver teaching sehosl at Buck 
Grcak in: 3927"he: saves Zo wivertor te Ceache, There eas 
Sav Eeachnvage’ at Duck Greek 'so the fantly van able fo-2ive 


Kennke taught at Duck Greek in 1928-29 for 
‘Benald( Bien) resenters hia es an 


part"of the tern. 
Eiieriy ran who was her firet Soasher’ 


Yona Wetay, whose, father was an early getter and rane 
per Tube allt ofttt tan atthtn eb SO 
EeFeteictmata yare When’ ape Soft Buck crank she pent to 
Paul Ofllsa and went to Fin Flor where ahe still Lives. 


20g, Melgreison, 9 local giri replaced Nona lokay for 
he doath of Sune fy/a934, “ane had taught at parvous’eckoo- 
i ‘Erving in fig. T9340 


sarod suutte ape oan who cane 

“iBuek Creek feos 2034 6 205 
yy Laved in the teacherage aad siwaye rove ele heres 
Daley hivened to" the buggy Later ehey retired in fds 





write Up in the Rovmum story 
Sutateted by Joyee Robinson (Haynes), 1941 = 2943. 


yoara ape; Duck cree 
W year fhave varie areace 
Sabeitanay the areas: prosres 


op and decide bo ott 


coustey school houses were cold, austere places, ut ny menories 
1eSF"Reallow Sant district are very warm ind av 

their hones to oe, snd 

wer a novice eashers 


locking gack, 1 an apelled at how 2i:t1e knew about, teaching 
an POMBE DS Lal's Ber teas epotalate eg ce whether tiers 
iota Elen tape, oy tgeonard| eared “o 
ERtgine how U ever tauphe withers the books, saterials a4 néchane 
hernbve estas 20 duplicate Severdal was a reat provess 
salt ncceaurapto wade cf gelatin. coorie pens, bre: sh 
SEL ESE Senn apes GE apie oboe 
Ais" and reference books, ae 


Te was warping apd many great things were done tn the nane of 


ho neh EISMETAE'BuNEoPedl So "ahoworal or cougueyte solar ty doing 
eet Shaded ant palitee nang tare™ objects which tbe 

pereata dutiPaaly boughs ie erganitea our ow entersaimnent. lot 
BP Eta gacercen ba Has Goan teeny Sela A gay Sent 

ei etfed tubker = we Would have # tureey dinner a ny teacheray 

ESIERRS coil” and'so'we did" fo.tow through. sishough, the baits 
{Et wen ele Slzeenfoot ae the target, stzcne of is Fatt 
TeetE.S0e: Poople Eraceht aoe only. F000, sot eating ceensils as 2 
SaSaTECuupgel for grand sears eftersadains. 


‘he above mentioned play was quite, sn aecomplishnent, for 
enroe UiNPEay gelbal'te Gas'allalailavle teaionty 7 mut gay re 
Ghbcte‘prefeyguod aopro ont of Harry Lindon except thet nober 





a ie eae eae pa 
ae chopra te ts 
Seis cae Dieta has is cours iat 
Sig Se me ae 


cuctatons,concrte ware not only socks) highlights of 
tas ware certainly a training ground’ 11 responsibility, 
fccperation and pibiis perforasnee. Tine lest ro the th 

probaly. quite slats fiek in terms of 170 akiuls which were gutted 
Hea tha Sig tuder (Shirtey and Frances Wright, Jean Donald and 
‘Shald vetnes) could toil ob junt‘how ches vere done ard Op 
Grese fefenreals Tv was Like ficeing Beosdway 
silvendldren’parcicipated without question = 

hen, they dil Altroagh they probeoly eaffered consLierasiy fron 
synbes of stage fright 


‘The sane was teug of @ ball teas ~ all wore needed, 90 all who 
srry He guoneh puayed. °F Sante sesahh btck Beck"S0tChte"Gnp resorde 


ets 2 rpoall beapiag Ee 


Gontng back to, the tegcherage after being avay for the weekend 
vas always an expertonce, in sumertine, {1 wae giaply a case of 
Theckite fe"sut Po see that novody elae’had decided’ es occupy fe in 
Setgsatses Sub Es eines wae ae, of iting the wood Hire, 
ern it infront of the oven dour's0 that St’ would get the wore’ of 
Whe ehial out of Se. 


ast veckends I managed to gst thoue™ to Kelvington, but as 
1s rationing wes on, it was a case of eavoling fides’ t' couple of 

Ea oar ula’ aia E ESG Wofls"ofeastaed wegkends wherein ane 

world Sring per scther's sewing aachioe to ny'place. and we wou 

Soy she: seagonts wardrote, The first of teas kas when we sewed her 

SPlesetald dross for doyeo Nofunes's wedding and’plasnee a shower 


Fado {purchased segord 


Eri friende. {i the serbios. 
che Donaaa'e mation. 


a4ante worry 6 much when, the coyotes howled, out T worsted 
1 : 


a uuctle'about Minnlag’tnte etenstene stinks, bac T-van Serroriaed 
Syl the atze that were corpeting with me for Sccupaney ot that hoese. 
Pad’. crap Yo desl with th 

wy gee 2 

[oud She story many. ties of new Tcaspne 

Iays seevs to Tiiicie ths sane question 





ye2 


T alse tad a grant, concern aout fire wich my 
avove pipes etna‘ aos far Sron possible agetasencs, fal 
SSSUTWEERES conch of ate of sBtony ny fraeney Thad 
ST Dy ous Ella inoplg tntaprgy orogy sects 
fie door, and the ine, twas awake 
tlw A che“tend'pe 
Eaoteted fe sf Sates 
ESET Saas, Bree oll ndlnny chat Z would Hike to five 
EPEAT Stine nowt fut was young and very navel 


T always hope that, sy first pupils learned somthing fron me, 
as I learned’ sone valuable Ieasond Fron then. 


1 recall an air~ 


rine of invectt 


swore. Roreifies, “a? he sqeimed and 
Shatked rey banter" 


Yany menories of those days sees Like yesterday until T an 
sorted tf Tho’renlities, she waech T wear to school dally was 
UreResed fon Fowand Sarsyenire in 14a with ny Duck Creek 
Bay shoquet 


ast Sept, bad a very spacial sovent for, ne; Peggy and David 
agp eplied ole Bela ofan ney iettie ee and 2 
Sele tat dee: pleted ao samy years agoy that the cain of 
‘felengbbap would etreceh over all those’ yearst 


cane vo teach Dusk Creel ger, first, 
Saba he cecal 


Breckioba go tadiy Shae it lore Het for two years wich 
Hoigetietahe porth ant aeteine an ene south, She oarded at Charles 
EnIRga aid ale now ie ite, oy Atkinson. of Saskatoon. 
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dyeet, daughter of Ina and tie 1Ate John Gueee of 
aga opegtce Tels four teaching Die, Set in 1t5-46~ She 
Soanded at Heranes"e, and alse ae 

rances 1a'arried to 3. Ernest tage, they Live at Archerwiil. 


sige, Alton, she,was Yorn f0,2903 ab glanters, Mans te 
pe, and Hea; Tar-Wndley. she uareied Hernan Allen at Satenaa, Sask. 
Th'becs 1926, She saughe the LOsé-47 germ at Duck re 


‘iss Fore Guureni22, cane vo Kalvington fron Inveraay and 
tangit ‘Buck’ Ghsok Sahoo! tn"isvinues Opes tearing touching she 
Sfoine fnvo.ved wish workin she Pascesostalchatehe 


Ns, Angen Moo, wae 4 nperied oan with mich experience 
sca gin to"aaa ibe fn a542¢495 the lage Sere the soho! 


sis En"Gperation. 


Hes Maseey 


Noryan assay was school tnapector in the area fron 1912-1930. 
of Gone. 30 atlas, so hin hone is 
“fo\the sown of Wadena and ¢he renay hong was’ the larce 
‘iguna’on the oe cornersng, 2nd "street which Sn lacer,yeara 
the tone and office of bre fad Sones." His inepettiob ar 
inenided © iotnut and Duck Gresk Schools? 


 lassey was a very, friendly but, quiet peraon and a dedicated 
shurch Worker, seins a’ senoer ofthe UntSed’Choreh 


sep DAMIEN ote ote sea eet rie te 


Tn tho early yoars he travellod by horse and bugey on hig tours 
of inspection,” opefine and, closing, sussrous, gates, asthe prairie 
fralla' SF shade Save, ‘uguaiiy woud across cosnery and Livestock 
au'eb fe iggeengl#3 che'Tencey he'roads feprovee, te waa a5ie to 
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Ketnum #YUZU7 


‘Rgepan school, opened Sts dogra for che first tine tn the 
sau, of Tota"with olde" Sommeereld.t.A. of Sasiaton eervine e0 
jin Sperator’ tron Kelvingtone 


Mas Sommerfeld and cote! 
28 oF Fes Bly, whon she tvs when he waa princtpal of Maden 


They had one gon and by then were both taaching near Quill 
tae, "She" Fealay evening Ne, Relay went: co piek up nie wife aid 
Snail gon afver the days work and at" Tailroed creestn 

SSI Eales ‘Shesr ear was" sereer by an oncoming train, faking the 
ves of the entire fantiy: 


Jean had a brother Bryce who still resides in Quill Lake 


20h canergn of Wadena and 4 brother of Eitsabeth, Canon; 


yo, eeaaneea Duck cr Eo"Gpen the gehool, an the sprite 
Groahass io bad not had’ any tenchefe training but taught dndet 


S'peemié granted Min by Tnapector’ Nassey- 


Tn the sumer of 1923 after Mr. Ganerop Left Rotnum Miss Cherry 
of Davis, Sasharchewan gane to complete the term 


Hiss iste orice cane to teach at Eotnun tn March of 192h at 
the sgeror TP fer parents faraed jus on the sosthern out- 
SELES orivadera.” She boahded at, che hone of fe. and tra card. 
Hagson whe Lived on the Sef 13-36-13 about { of arnile from the 
School. "Hor pupiae ranged 1n age fvon 3 20 37 yeate'and grad 


Har sister, Betty rovenbers vividly the cold, cold vinter and 
tat abe, Gane otc to,Felp siete prepare for her first Christus 


patty a er father then coming to take them both 
sack t0'vddenn for” the Ghristons teisdaya, ar date, of seme 34 or 15 
Tisiosed in aled whlch if later years became the fasttonable mode of 
winter travel 


Sad to say, Elsie passed avay November Ist, 1930, following 
surgery: 
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In February of 1925 Percy lieffarn. took over a8 ceacher, 
contng from Kelvington where Hig parents were in business. Percy 
sife"Easghe at Dock Creat senool. 


Tn 2526 ancy Lowen frog Bhein cane vo teach, st Rotaun.te and 
2eeetnes tn Buck Greek, concherags 
sekoe) daily, she rena 

‘hs 


cedys Burnett taught at Rotnum School from the 1927-28 term, 
arise tee a Heati® previout year. Her hone tad been at 


Arter leaving Horna School she had been the first voacher 
as saniatoort gael ngrch of allt Ete, “Favurnine there to Cenc 


She boarded at the Garrison hone sod recalls well, the bor’ 
wtoany" the Tertay used fovdrive hizened toe bugey, thelr, only 
ter arereparation. he'd Rene crrteon/ afg reoliay, 
‘or'Hendons one Saturday in lave 801." Their. sissfon was to pur= 
Shoe goodies for the céming lalloweeh party av the school. 


Chadys was.a slender, davk, atirsctive looking lady and 1 
(dtabel efeiton) Seaseaber’ chinking {1a love te Roof as, Fetching 

itahe Gli'when she donted a beautiful long sleeved red sil: Sou 
SipP tow of gaubating’a@ abe etifa't necke Homorten are besin 


So tt ts no sunpriae that eventually this lovely lady changed 
her nate Eo Giadys fore: 


In 1938 she yent_ to Meadow Lake to teach for, six ponths, in the 
warchee dlateter. “Torey two. youre later she is still there Living 
USE 'Stalor Eitiaens hose and’ enjoying her retirenent. 


in February 1928, a young, chap fron Prince Albert by th 
sane of Slants spensiry Sess thee Stree coaching dt 


Peasant Thouchts of Rotman ~ Chas. Spencer, Surrey,B.0. 


Erain froa Tipdale, fe station and taken to 
sy boarding piace. dn fattled into Hendon 
: There waa. a o}taserd 








us 


dep when I stopped off the train, bnew for niles asthe 
Grebpert was glee duep, i fete tke pucting back oat’ T 
dhinte have a‘otance, "A man walked sp and aiid, Are "you the 
Geacher for Rotmni®” T'eatd, "Yes." Umelis, Bo eakd, Liye 
one to taxe pou to your coufding place;* Tou'know hat shore 
Genvereation Sosanva’riandahip ‘hae coneanued, “unbroken for 
ihe'Fest of his Lire, “The sany was, none other than, Jay 
Garrison. 

















Seapine one coaches. late in the afvarsoon ye arrived 


‘hen T arrived at, school Monday sorning there was @ rosrin 
sve, "the school waa are and arnunber ef sladents freamnts "They 
‘ore’ vary polite, fetenily and respectful, Another’ warm waleoney 
Trew days? inter’ che foard seqbers’ cue vo the School to: eign ahs 
Serecvent "hes. tl: Seranacad and Axel Gariscns doout 3 atetoce 
Hrotisced a tady waik into the yard and come upto the scheod. 

Sue suse. tuto the" tloak room, which was nor’ vary warty 20" went, 
and ineized her ine, She wan’ apolonette for veing sarly to the 
‘eocing bit T'preyatied on hero ait in the sondol while we 
‘predned works “ke che gr of the day fb Bee’ sigh the visttore 
Psvor tad tn any slaseroon; iow Twist that reeigeececld Se 
fotndl "Bhat waa the ecioning of a Tong, lasting and valued 


lg a11 gohogla of that tine everyone took part in outdoor 
ganar Miter tt yee sossat gould US Pogo tes Cet tee 
Sr juayedor giver Tila etfea_ fany USE ‘tamlng’ eatefoes 
SSAEAT Sa Srre tumors honey entity fora aayy wide, 
nf Hone’ ganoa wore arranged with Orpingtos and Victors Park. 
Hoty pore ae seaponaitle sor hue befor om ereseporetion, 
suanly fe was cocperation fhat'gpt one theron forrvene with 
one ole sibs abd sost"eiou jon afopuled She"Seant of tenes 

HP oo todd" you aan savbay, Jee ware soodode 





























Disespline, Late shelve 42, Students knew the rules and just 
‘4tanrt ase to feed’ scoldings, detentions and strappings. 


Examinations, in prado eight wore dopartnental papers. _Condtdat 
wrong atv ope, exancnatfon centre, eacaslished ty the Geparczanty 
SSusliy relvington or Wadesa. "recall swatting the Fessleas’ Tn 
928 they were. ge Godtoniy ope oat of three candidat 




















Ie 


Me nada, etstrict plento in July, There was alvays 9 good 


Christnas concerts ~ why spend a lot of ine on the topic? 
Byaryong; atadenta, parancs’ ad Zouchors. enjoyed avery tanuee of, 
Hi"Encitaine the sbmetimes tiring practices buc whet Je vas 2 
Svér you begin to think of the nest” one. 


During my stay, at Rotnu T made many lasting frLendehtpa. 
ou cguldnfe Groid st unkeas you were inclined. Co tes hermit. 
Egeadene would cone tn and atyy, Tes are to come, bene With Us 
Arter sched) and supper wish ssi" ‘hose. are the Find of thing 
Eiat gales one Look Bar"with pleasire to"the thoe you" spect 


‘hen T firet cane to Rotnun ip 1928 I koew T bad to return 
‘to woreal Gehaol cor furcher thetning, The board knew it igo 
SEsTERD day te Jare’z was aaked to aeee the Soard, Wat fort 
Pondeved, hey gskel ne 20 retina te the cisgrice ae soon aa 

Saencions and Petura vo a district, I really Likeds T remained 
Sore Gael! uly isso wen 2 late for’a larger school. 


‘Te dag boon a pleasure for ne vo look back fondly to Rotmn. 


‘neaty t Had Stxpebtence quite, sicferent eros that experienced 
"Hedtnere ul efeh the sane as ere oF other etturtions. 


et mgyig eno gates arty erdn oms 5 conkers 
se chth, One fa ptad Gas SE-AETSNS oon Bitters wah th a, 
HeSae rebate af etDaat® r"aGld. "ton yen? seid tne wes daly 
wigtre twine, fee Spencers 


There was a, oy who cage to school who didn't now any swear 
orass Theta ude Sloth Enok Chan all ng’ he foupe char the 
vlidang scaaney wig et ou seal 
ap2ues Sateen 


At the annual pionte tn the marr 
tnte one Lngy well, but in fronts, “Sud 
‘op and wast 

Gad a'telendts wife, she ce 

Over her stocking. “She hed 


Besebetla didn'y last loag. So sone taventive goul said 
ets wrap it-wisn friction tape; That's. tough. We 44a and the 
‘Baya fot reagy for eroundere. snd Zaid the batting. That thing 
Mal'harys fe took‘an uely bop afver tad sianaed te at 

TEREENY Geadente “it eaighe Pin in the bree and he wont down as, 
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though he mere pole--ared. het crunting and groaninel Afver @ 
He'dhattes he Sengioe Magel? to'his fos: andSceid, Sot very 
Sidibte, Sut good enough, "Let we get hold of thee lack “st, 


es 

aera nae Cate Ba Pa 
ce mae ide he oan ne om 
YA Sie ena a es Ohi aa 


sitss Uneeta Dryent 1930-32 


rovgosie” FOSS SOIL SE Gohtadl aa She ada Stas Sts tA 
Sete soy ded Su. ae Snag" tne. Oe tal fla" thats 
Yor Sohn caettinttar facets ate ala kane 


“g Beyesy wa, good poral tare ant T cas race tee 
SREMSA, SU ASiSG PoP fehl to's setareee che 
cconnt waa, whan carp tive cane, our parenta ware. bard, presssd 
SPARE St ERO tetera 


Wich'a'Goce1e or ink, splactering it all over ner new dress. 
Tether rushed, to the’ rebeue by offering te scak the dress 18 a 
‘esh jar of tustersiif frgn fer, recone, churning of betcer,” £0 


Nenories of Rotman School Aug. 1931 ~ June 2932 


Behel Dalshau cane ip tho fad of 1991. so toach tn the lictle 

fy sevael teat ihe viliage of Pandora, hen ty-trein arrived 
Slevator agent(es Johnson, think) whe happened Go cone alone, 
ios pity on ne aid pave wd a Litt Go"the hone of Sey Garrison, 
he chaifran gf the Senso] board. , Oznernenvera. of the board 
ote’ er ts Seranmead and J cretary-creaaure. 

Ys recottections of the sehgol and pupiis are good ones. Sone 

of the nanos that cove’ Go ny Sind are) Sey" doenan wie was probaniy. 
Bhe"elasae’ Soy at sehool ae she sine; the three Tuedie boys =lvin, 





lg 


i oan 
BE: “there a rly with a Say eid glel 
atuenging school, folgon "One Sanily fovea 

during the fear, the Amos fanfly wish thelr daughters, 

iss and Lavine. Syivia iarrison was gre o* the oldest Sf the 
(Girls stvending' school, Then there was Save! Carrigen who trans 
Sortectus faithraily to school tnrsuph sunshine, rain, sleet oF 
Bebvasth fer horae’and Sugey or euteer 


One of the first social activities of phe school whtch T 
rocali ie’ the evening fallowiven party.” 12 wag on thie secaston 
Shae I was ase so nset many of che Fina youns people of ths. 
Comunity, “inter chess was che Christe’ oneare, well. supported 
Gyold and young alive, “Mhey applauded enthusiastically our 
Nisha aéforsass fhe piptie sang iastliy, though pertape sonevbat 


Fotloving the Chrtgtoas holidays, 1 retursed to tale vp 
ranidgnse at to foun! fang honm, "Dirty thu wince ge Pode to 
eats for, fohn, Sdich and ne, Usually aii, went well. -Sonotines 
when'sohnva:haige becene cold, Basth or f took e tara at driving. 
BEVEES bat of? the eobogsen. Zt Na to0 late to 30 ing for Sore 
av, “oh cold days goth a chtsy it was a great confort 20 come 
oN ron in Mae Hanaoy wosld Paverb Se 
n felt dike dinpiag ua oit, dat he never did. 


oct acsvisio was the PeblicSpra 
Sifvd: yeh en omra, Chun Singing elisa ole sf olote tor 
a 'hateie pace of es ; oe 


nach one, on nacring, the roukding of 
Sey nana, he’ golance and sahaietct'or saly other pegs 
Thhiusnces deternine the success or failure 


te onl SEGUE TEND for s1L form poplin of the Rotnu Schoot 
2 Lindseren 1932-79, 


Taylor Lindstron who farmed near Vadena, 








na 


She boarded at the Jay Garrison hone, whose then wee daughter 
syotn for nany venta. referred to. har ashehe laay"s ie waa 
fisohine al Aoehan that she net the cousin of wie of her poptiay 
ISW'AGsetinas “She and Arge'were narried gone Sine ayer" and 1A 
the r040te moved te Src. They gave, a fantiy of three ehiaaren 
bl are new retired, Living 1h Rew Westainaters 











Don Lasean 
of Dan andi 


was Dorp and raised in the Clair district, son 
so atven(Seanbler! 








Gergeg the "depression yeara™ and Tis salary waa, Somsthing Like 
SoerGo'per yebr with room and board’ ae above 15.00 per aonthe 


for a tine Do bosrdeg at, the Carl tangon hone, then to the 
gugrhcTngaon's and Later“in‘hss"scoty ne Sonrubd wich the Paul 








‘The 1729-10 term he taughe the Duck Greek School and sa 
roio-{i"yaughe BobSinadaie School, west of Roae Talieys 


so yTtt 20H2 town be tant ab Rouen and tt vag at the ond 
Speed tra tusghentintiy gent overseas.” "uben the war sided in 

oFhibie) be began, thinking of the quiet iica thac farming pffeted 
Se Sige TRL Sch ah a cab ee aE 








As there yas a shortage of teachere, it was not long before 
Dop was again prossed inte service, Coushing ae Victoria Pare 
Behool at tendon. 


aoe FE RED ae ee ea ee a Sa 








n Yay Sey 1953, 20n and Prancen ware marrted tm tartenn, 
shop 4 Gis fall of that yenr bon vent fo Pooseiorn school, ofthe 








Fah 1954 2 daughter yas born to thea in che 
Fatnar nade the headlines of the Local paper, 
tp tn hospital oo welll 





children cane so bless their hone, all the whi 


0, nor Don 
was coushing and getting hia fara ta shape. 
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Zn 1966 and because of a drastic shortaze of teachers, Don 

returned fo vouch at Rotoin and renaines there until i902," Ab 

Se Eocinning: cf is tern a foacherage hal Seon built in the 
ol yardsto,Dot ah Fanily moved in for tine, instead ot 


“in his youth Don nad learned to play the, violin, and,at many 
arisen he Would ectardasns “one of ee Eaorstes esha ndver the 


engi EERO ge, Rnd, abe wae abyaye tr desand for hor 
Foul Mare of ager wien no erace of nervousness sang "The Big” 
teie fron Sort Sakotar't Se’ of os‘ bada'Shrustase concerto at 


‘toes 
enn 


‘men in 1966, with healeh probleas Sectaning to plague hin, 

Don ronted‘has taidand with the santiy noted to\Leef, te 

Ualehe there enti 1969, when he waa forced to take fife at an 
cane pace 


Their three ehtidren a eregis to the tantly. Tada a, graduate 
urge 1a proseneay in Conberiana house, Sraco in the plumbing 
Grade works da ‘calgary and Sandra a photo journalist ts in 


Don and Prances make their hone in Laioy,, but spend, a6_ mich 
cof thelr Five Eine as they ean ao ahedr cauih'ae Tiarean Laves 


dan ftehotson 1998-39 


‘the gern 1998-99 brought. Ann Soholagn, of Vadona vo 
otgun;” Hor ‘aches operated a lwser gard in agora and th 
Arne fina gost, “Ue abe revatoe.= 17 bad tk 0 ne for 
FREHEcts onchi“thede hone bansea down, ‘and then f moved 
ueph Hanson's. 


1 reverber the diferent Task faatlieg, the fanconte, Dtéss!, 
anton tgdiaeadt CHRD Facts aban Gira ipod £2 
SUSLS “Pease seco afoy comes ob cee pee, co tem 
SlbdeedS Ze"lds ie"entee provinces, tho. lase ghirty three year= 
PERSE SE.CHi She?as'a"Satcher ar fling ehtlarenes Pan 
SIUERD IL "Shear chats Os pitessitt syaten 
Sestuad’el"ur a doloor Slat eer" Sade 


‘though I love Vancouver, T often chisk of ay first country 
ee 


gohool and Binge coustey Siving and Tan glad 2 had the opportantey 
2e"experience rural iit 








3939-40 

Yrs, Lids Howie cane, to tose gt Rotnum from, August, 1939 
to gunt iol. She Courded wath fest Pre, Senge Devge and one 
SE er’ pastines was playste the accondian, “She now lives. tn 
pnyerdy Saale 








agio-asuz 


was Yary Clara Kingel when T cape xo teach at Rotnun School 
or twolyeara fron Sept. 510"t0 Jine 19k2, comng fron Rostherne 


vary Clara Kin 








vaarel id fughanened, 12 ter eee 
ss HAS BS or arting prrittinctgetan Sra, 
Site cesca P S0 
fle Ge ast berg cies See ome the 
PRE ETAG Ea ie tts ae cede tits, 
as nee a Se ae ae eal ecient eee 
SE ay 
ot ae owt Wiae 















fn wonder. now what 7 
Sect iden ge elt that 








nay at Yeadow Sank ball called *To0 
eipue was cur director and aone of 





recall putting on a 
risen Fother=intiaw’: fer 
hee 








ian Lettch, en and Wilma Donel end larry Linden, 
HE e ty, the" play and £ beldare te 
play fo"fiendon and"iut Souneatne 





fade dog ealied Socrates. 2 
En Feb had fun and tok U 








 varried Doug MacPherson from Glenside, Sask. in Aug. of 294be 
ve naw Live in Saakatoon 


re, Margerte Allen 

‘me opening of the fall term £2, 1942 found Rotnum school 
without a Eeachnr go Mra, Marjorie Alles, a Gencher and wife of a 
Yocel farmer cane to teach for the mouth’ of Spee 


Niro. Alden taucht school in nany areas, She was a conscientious 
person "bany tunes you would aee'fer rie fer Norse cr drive a 
PSkeekin down the fous either £0 Rotmum or Dick Greek schools Yo 
[SRCtSE how goLd the weathers 














Living in the Rocnin ares, she algo was school secretary for 
good nuner of ‘when there yas gay help seeded in aay Way, 
Snf'wae'alwaye there with a friendly snile and sncoaragenont. 


‘She passed anay on March 30, 1076 afver spending the winter 
in Prince’ Geot 7 








2 


Mies Liltan Yecowan 


rotaovog on Hy ae bay Yeon of ul) Hak, are 
So ERED AR'SASG te anther tantly wound com, for, the two" 
Sg aE SEGAL EEST itn een We 2 ada 


Hlorance carteon_ 1944 to 1946 
avian 


Ip the fatt of 10lb, T Sagan teaching at Ropnin, There ver 
vous Jo°students tn erties one co tor, fhose who wore in. grades 
Aee'add ten'taed corfespondence cosrees s0 ay Melp'was mostly 
Ee'ine correction of their assignnents. 


Thode ebideen naa go much Soltiativet I zover Heard aayone 
ase, HRMS SRUENNAGGE? Seteeal chron cede porestact, co 
Sheer EOL ell cnc" Uts were severat row ef saletrated 
Sseedlangisd £8 Sacd wise a sauarous space eatwoeehen at The 

beste and Pilese croselag! che: citan“tane fee 
SELERinaE ence Mare or, glag avid aut oars tnd mg 
rte W'Seail Stecing aren wast made, She, only cascaicy waa whe 
eats Rcithate frsamss rela sce retaaw' ota tath'Bs"pree 


T have often wonderea now we managed to cover the year's work 
‘obSie Sractising for the Christmas concore earay in fovenber, 
A Sckced'schoul for this prograns, We were forvinat 
Biche in cur school as anon others we had 
mais, and Five Austriaca. 


Bech spring, a gohoot Field Moet was hold at Meadowbank, 

coud Act Sve" Stvtnded except for she Findnese of fe. carl Severs 

Sholdate'of Fle tine and ahevuge of his truck to, haul all the 

WEUEA'S ClaMetasitice the sects rs Peters would only accept our 
der 


For specttl days Like Falloveten, Valentine's,end Faster, an 
evening party was held. The whole community attended, tt coustaced 
ocaientertainvent, ganee and contegte;” there wad 2unch which 
edtes autorasicaily orought. Our *eotfeernaver™ was Hrs, 
Hebeetnetwne leooked 4¢/in's fargo canner, Advertsaing for these 
yenergaa Gy Sword of moh aa°the ony ocal plone was st beet 
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One special event was when a public debate vas held. The 
scune Capg' pact very Maset"Setabaeed) Sores Teseting, seany 
‘weld and fry Deepare. fige Seranatad waa the adjeducetor, ihe 
Judges were Don Lelteh, Nere Harrison, and Cliftord Zee. 


nile in that district T was fortunate to board with « dear 
couple, He, and Rig, arnest Davia. We played nang yams. of 
Srokin‘ie and checkare when the evenings ware cold Sr rasny. 
‘Thodr hohe wa always open to welcome friands and nelehton 





an, shone ovo yeaen tn the Rosnun dtatrtat eft me with 
feltd there. They greatly enrkched my Site, is 


vgs also fortunate tn having the support. and 
backing fon the parante. an T endeavoured cotandt and Miacipline 
Ghote childrens” Bo'F toast yor, *Rognon Schoo! Farenta of 
H5tS-1916 "= You wore sinply steatt™ 








Arcer Zotnun I taught at Moree for,tyo yours and An Rose 
ey for twentynfolr Yours. “I retired tn L577 








Finer’ and T have three ehtléren, Carol an 
‘Seeve lane, ‘Feeiderit Ropitas’ Jam idves in 5 
Dale’ and tle wife Shannt= 


her husband, 
ratoon and a3 do 








‘ine stilt flies for ne ag T now have tine to do the nunerous 
onetes  snjoy and also tine for vinite with friends and relative 








Mise Peart Vagyiue 2946-47 
‘is Foard Wanylak followed Ploregee Cartaon for, be Sera 








aoKécl7-” She boatfed ac the Davists She $a now married’ to Jaa 
Eorgnok and they Live a Sttrgds, ‘Siar, “shesr aor do-a tencher 


Marjorie Ryguard 1947-48 


Yarjoris fyeuard taught Rotaun Schoo? for the 1947-48 ters 
sand pounded seh the Davis family. She had taken Bitte schoo! 
‘auntag at wo Rivers ible schsok, then Deated st Carlen, Sak. 
seb the otcantg isdonmry etosiaate, "She sabrstd Cand: 














Ws J. Harcourt 191d - 1952 


i, J. Harcourt cane 20 Rozaun School from Lalor, teschts 
shore’ fro8 Sepe 15ye° to" Sune 1952+ i 


T arrived in the Rotmim Sehoot in the fall of 19L6 and remained 
there! cour youre, ‘hte yes a long say in arrival aghool form 
Eenoher at Poet tines If T renesfer correctly, the Sohool Soard 
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senders wore vac Serensvad, Chatman; Sig Seranstad, Soar 
Edvrarg Eeepart and Ar Atgirings borrowed $8, fom Tae 


i yasttet ere ice, face aud fer 
ferns? i Artbar winter waa apart eich che Srte 
Lethal bid Que witch Fraared win an old black sat, “T mugeate 
Fareat the Swe tonchs 1 hepe house fo s granary in forsay Allen's 
{aris Hheve'wan no. d0u:t A good fegacn for siiceing ne about 
ERo ends! alo" tneenta na what se waa, 


yout, 30 atidents attended whtle I was there, vost of then 
in orades 1'=- TIFT and'a tev why tsk corsespondl 


In'Grade two wor’, '47 
Fegaid askely tise then 

ay rsere up 20 Grade X., Ae thas ting in a rural schoo! 

ually gui’ 2o sao the"kida, the relatlotahip tatween 


ed Bor creek were 
Eiprove, buy we’ sure 


Bron about Dee Ist we do nouting else bus. practise, T always 

Found’ ie sonmiat nerve racking, Dut the kids certainly enjoyed 

i2OAt yah an acilvicy that baa never doen duplicated 2 2. 

Latcer auheols. “All atudensa were in che atow| ail che parents 
Enere; infact, she wiole somunsty asowed Ue 


E WELL now mention Uetefhy a fom additional vhings 1 renenber 
ytyeara ac Gotnam, The Long evenings spent playing whist 
Bicl"Mdeit and T'coor on all gonerey curling with the‘Leitens 
don, She corminty play t directed at Yaadow bank which we 
‘on gdur( =o tendon, | (be cast wast hogs Avery, faby Avery, 

‘Steen wacky Yarjorte Sonal’, Sric Mack, Rayrond Costes, and 

‘Auueay Jooth) tha nighe:a group ef ua ware fnvolves i & Reckeyoke 

ary at a fenton Gatct, ‘ele oacy peeacnva fron the Kids a= 
srigvnaey che Lids voring in'the wineersine, and the tine 

Yocal far Soy cant at’ngon"to tare on ene eogcher, they 

Pecuasee puaying tall and ganee wien ather schools’ being ti 

Hirai school dnsank, fo cet pover(ehis drew comes ia fh 

iaegy) walleine fro~ Hendon bus stop, a winter to, Davis" 

ERALEA; SE the signe earsying two etiteases, pleching guna 

nl stooitig aroved the Starriet, arranging. she Peachine days so 

PUM pa MaelaaiVottsarests In"May ata dine, Seine she champion 








as 


qua wrestler tn the Hendon bar, the’ hoeptvelsty ahown me when 
EiaMaatyfandlies had ne over for Suppor and'an Svoning of Yale 
or cards. 


T could rasble on and on but surtsoe tt to say that I have 
gary fold egartes of peopla abd stctnta'or'Rlcam siecle 
Gaby pore than 30 fears of seaching fvatill raintals it ie che 
fost clviitaed of all ‘the comminitive Ihave worked ine 





Marton Allen 1952 







beet fad 2a°Se ekebaa 


In Janoary of 2053 B " 
sinoented’to teach at Acthene boardaen te tte rahita Sones foam 
Ead'gervog'tn the Air Porce during the war and be mola’ farsi 


after such dettberation 








the Eone"Tree Giseeder north oF Rieti. 


‘yen the th cars cotpenged tn 1953, Dee Tarr ata 
onented to return fo teaching agains She had children =” 


nine £ fstnim, a0 anderafoat gus diiennes ‘Tare ‘ 
Ui dune of 1958. 


A row of stately foplars; Tht comer of Ottote farm 


Renata eof st, your glory and chars. 
‘Esch canta ibignted, atten sadnoas and’ voare 
‘Hane wen cha’ pleasite for bat chr 
























ig'ts Maas’ fotsle aad"Tay, 
eis sara Beaten aE: 
ja ata Philip and ihe. Liveie fed Brest 












now year aictaced 
Results werd varied, fane, forcine, fun and isaster.” 
‘Glasanatos we Vere, friends wé atill ares 
ete ge dally," thens feavellad afar, 
Dir enories “of yu, ead, Happy, we Shar 
Proudly we say, *Rotnen ve were’ there™. 
ary Ye Gucake #53256" 
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Septenber of 1956 found us once again needing a teacher 20 
Usk returned to take over the school. 


By Soptenber of 1962 @ local voy had graduated from Teacher" 
couiers =o Zt was Lloyd feison who cane fo teach at Hotnune 


ort Halacn 1962 - 


tn metely Tage ot tere, van fig pte 
cmeolt BELG Lune e tena, tr a IER IE ste 
Syn Pee be aires er Geis 
Hneriniitenrn at ature he tee 
Bate rte Piicetees Gi feels" 
Sg ts sreinalls Bile, tect et ittne 


hat was Rotman 2ike and who were the students tp 19620637 
‘the, sehocd' wae a one-room structure coptaining e sali porch £2 
BLIGO Ghali clasetoons Ep oii Sasear fad Sree inotablee 
RSL there wore tines when she tenperature was so cofd that thr 
shySonfortatie place was raghe reve to. che Stover During such 
Pinle the stadesth and Y'woull hole eur classes oltstered around 
‘He'ieeve. “he alle of the school could age shut gut the sound 
bia Saskatchewan blierand : To bho 
Shetconday ghey avodeste Sond ra vere 

SoeRe. een Svelde, who drove tomy father's farm yore 1 vas) 
Febsdite, f would fave bad mich aifrieaity in getting to school 


in the spring the aivohes near the school fitted with water 
sede oh foes th Salen youll 5 chesinea ofthe 
ESL SSP SERIES co vane for dry clothes oF to dry Ps socks 
ona chair’ placed near the stoves 


Zn aduvton tos main acbol soon, Phere were several other 
nurnaties fe the Schoolyard: “t'teacher"d Peottage® or restience 
she darine. nose of Wy terra wey parenes Hone was 
sway and Ty nother! cbr surpassed," 
Ryerss sare hed Soul one hondrog Past 


Shed before. show plows. and, acho 
flges were’ cermorplace, $2 ea, Dating ny Year at ts 
tcoy the farm was often os Haylousat of he’ ehiaaren sg. 
SERED TUR PREEST, "iow tlat a few boye wosld accastonaily go a fie 
SERRE ER) Sacas bue'st wae topsee: de’ to eaten thes in the act 
Bay tke‘ hhe Soussde boys serve. an aentries and when Z stepped out 


drdns ackoek She cisaravees wosle disappear. T Souvt that f pom 








var 





Scramatad or Calvin Tweidt that snoking might affect 
i person'a healeh or even stunt shel growth 













Saclosse photorraph wea vaken 
sas onty Sno stugene“tn Gack 
Tp"Sach of grades 2,4 and &) and 
"sitn Such an ongolingns a toScher Se" faced wich 
sich aa hoy to\ promote clase ais~ 
for tnubreachaon rospetitione andhow to pial & 





cig oats enarE ED cesar” sean ohare, 
folpariicinate in a vardoty of sports setdoities including curling, 
{Bees Tah Sob GEN he relly Calf apes one of the antéate 
activities which wy gt dents: yrded.” And” today's Specialised drana 
Teese geld eo a Se sstviseg ty the entnascaoe ofthe eed 

of gongs, shite and piace wc’ comprised che last Christaas concert 
SeadGEP ne hota aDhGGE, "ESL SAL BO ter the secdonte, wet the 
Site dads? trust, endor?oany activision and avasts that competed” 
S"taleatuon Ear ahis'peve of rasal daataveheats over ¢ decade ages 


























ocacy school ag, soaed ty 2959-, Tee lore mart e ted of 
a spapees in the education of the fooay ehiuaren, tut ie aise stent 
Sued The be (fnew epportiniriea, eat enpeftences for the “asada 
Gets who bal beotsin che ghee! during 12a tinal youre’ Ferbaps chie in 
wha Te pears by progress! ‘shoigh for hose, of Uevwho taught and 
Tikced et isenin we fecomnlee thse "procresst™ ia act. just. © pure 

) Por wile something 2 undousvelly gained something 19 also Leet. 





Popgoneiiy, the year T spast at Rotnin helped ne to apprectate 
60 anal Scunoh ~*"* PATS OF om ahi 
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, C al, gi ehrel « Miele 
ltee reatecs <b bss ig) Yal Mie} ee che 
tr the organtidlien of fl Lidia 
pstehodl dadrieh ank for the thelen fm | 
on Sate nE dar of feint ab 
fe m “a aap mb 


f wl, ts, called th erdev ab t0¢leel sot 
orn Baudant Focus) Hej oll ig Par cus 
geil the debtrrh hhall te lal i, 
iv ruredet will bs alles re (Prealedk 

fot bruatect thal byasa ten, ity erin 
Mes en A TE ooted| 
ttl 



















Es ¢ 

tl of Sachin, & Wawa Wlp-to ay Phearihs 
Bally’ (hte oft Be ood ab cheers /- 

jl hl -ab jw een rng & 14 
“hh ie ots ar 








Z 4 hosting Hes nshisk fhe — das) 
‘gute y, U 
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THE FORMATION OF 20% 





MM ScHOOL DISTRICT 


gee eee oe oe 
TRSEsratinge tec 





eived fron Ria 338 6937 
on counedl- 





‘achool site nas to be on the SE-f of Seer 13, Twp %6, Res 15, 
Wand, “Later the 2ocetion of the Sehool wag’ changed’ to'Secs’18, 
ep 3d, He ia ihe parce! oP" aahd wae'piven Por the chook 








wore 15 chindres realdine within this areas scr Te 





‘Tha nonber,of gores of assessable land was 2800 with a 
totan raile oF 686, 885:00° 


Authorsaation was received on Ost. 2, 1920 for erecting the 
sorool. fhe oard of erastaes of the frofosed, schoo! district 
siere’to varow she sun. of S400:00{sréeineiiy $4500.) for the. 
Pirpene,of grgetine and equipping schosly etcing end purebasing 
En Fictean consecutive annial {nacalnenes of principal and 
Encerest, at a rate net exceeding 62 por enue 












satgpayera’” aba reproposad was made on Pele 2 of S921 for a cost 
SE TSGBGIBS,° 1g would’ sgen thee "tn the kncécvesing tinny a sft 
For the aehiet hal Seen donated, a0 they wore able to lover the 





Arras, add Rooney ant Gartieie ware the proposed nanae 
for,the aghoo! dlatiice. "Some. of the ratepayers who hed served 
Ex'vorlaSWar'd fad Goon wounded at Arras, Prance and felt this 





Madge was a Local honasteader who played an active part 
tn ormandsing the hall, charsh and school 


Rotsun was chosen tn honor of the nan who donated the 
school site, 


2 for the year 1022 were ax follows: 








Jesse Mahtig = Chateman 
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tr. and Tine Fred Lowndes 


see saree toe laradena ie Looted ainoe ike the gardeo. of 
BEDRAMLINS 8S ake ash ceowet aa poast ite was easyt <b 
soda deel CaPET SP EESeg reales Henne Bo 
Seach, 


1b BRattase"Snat’s fount” che Paacefon: tor Jn,G00 Susnels oF 


hh parties, since no butldings were 


on heraands rhe eat prloriey wasto pot use, After 0 
SEAM TADSS guodh' Akt oQctgrent on oce Pac, weten was unioaded 
sounne Raenars eeetine snealaished st todays pr 


ints iis ao tirelah bape fs whtch 
fiited, he ends core in fea 


taken, fron ay feerdaed Fecords, 3906.2 
b'the Lipserine resse alt local lunbery 
Gxcepe shincies and dott doors. 


orn Gn'Sftaand. ladpe eae tt 
‘aries dbelinaon a 


ves, "followed br Fatsy and Leith. Jack was 
ehetiaiiare’fa ar 
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wan DUET AMRIT Re ate es 





len wege to sehogl at Duck Creal untSh 48, closed and afver 
opeatndiy t'Borrae iqvigrte, fe uarrieg Oriya dastectt, hed feftea 
iittease Acer we retired, Glen oouphe tack the Sh of 230 








conch} yesh to school at Duck Crosk and tar wast to tora 
nt ok over his, father's farm in the Tose fd aros 








ap the old farm and eventuaMly obtained « degree 








eraity, Marcied Graal actesan of’ Se datberss Sey" 














ibohLth, *e rebonale aed 


py sarvipes wore Dold at “esdow 








2 Aid" starced yp about 1939, 
arse vronly 8 fa ant 





pisghss “The “orevthe rhtzed weit to the initse Charshy the federa 
Seites charsies 
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Sefore they cane yo thie vlac 
ose. then wale thoy desided 2 adopt 
feninds shen aother wont. for her 

Bethe" Soe, Dad sold her vo bring 











Sieh i "Seeing 








etn rae 
sponepie Weeds ee ines aah 








co triigilsm't tae Lone, thay decks 
Sdopted son Gordon Sithein cane to 
josh shia happy fanily. 








‘The house was a two storey one just. 
GAR etter i ia a ee, 
Fron the trees got on ali our elothing, and to have to waah then on” 


























aye pany npy cezariee of al? these years, Rut there wae 

a gad one in Jandary"bF 3635) when we Loat oer fone by tren 

th Seleten Boatalne wish teat the tine. Cane hang 2st) 

to the Joe Mateor'e ts visit erae Sundays Sue T thine one OF our 
censor we al! learned tron Chae bapponing wes that every. 

for Sear and far, wera. Gur friends: "We gst avery Find oF 80% 

ievery Ednd gzivay.” betieye {mun the Suthdest e(et around. 




















i ghar So ets ate cei etn 
Wiley SESE AEH ance ee Ney 
TORS Sis ltthadeGetneean aes Suttle a Be 
Sele wag cuddly, Af you could eabel Se ne ae oe 

















hoo, wag not able to call Snes 





2h very, 


















‘evfadwofdersceacbea: "TE eae"gn's0 much of Shetnteert 





Pal REST ETAae 


Neher Iived invades neil 


Gordon 2ives Sn Regina. Hs 
Taney, Donaise. and 








as 





fuby has been, very active with her hove, working in the Birch 


River llodpita? anecl fe closed.” She 4s an aiid gardener. 








Ph and Joanne. 


Bois and fuby have a fandly of three; Linda, 
SP setendes 


They new have Five brandensiaren, Goth iiida and’ 
Ethan sehool. 





hey had thrae nfles to go to achool. tle renenter the tines 
Sele a’ aptact”fepsaed fe ald Saleh, co" et acroge Mande 
foraeg that were, just rearin? to go, “Zi voak'a Let of power’ te 
HeLSEss'Souneepger’ toned of borae, and wish Tareas the 











(Suoniised sy Linda Beadte ("ack 





, Hinde “ack, attended Rctnun Sohool fron grade 2 to 
erate } coumlaveiy: “{'fananber tha teacher, Way Bon Lettch 
iy ends, “yLclagevate was fachy'oelaes” vost to 








Sehoeh there in tne, for 26s 


In Blazer, Saskatchewan 











ie & Tres MAN Tack 


sng 15 ty of 1027, an worked out for 
Wt tthe ite Stat Rat Ble 
ners no alt attended Totaun Schaal. Lotte 





Stgtrtod aud Ms, vite, Tonga 
SP done dod one daughter, Wesley, Shelse 





They have’ a fatty 
and Toacey. 





ir, Tarold Gordon, lives sn Saskatoon and have one 








Lottie and inte sold ehete farm in 1975 to Ron Gutel an 
pureiased © Rose it Vaasa winte’ehey are ov endoyine setiesaente 











Subnktted by Yerntce Theram (ack) 


fernice Yack bors October 26, 1029, daughter of Te. ras 





J. tackler nat Mountain, Sastatcheven. 
ace oid yen, vont so 2iva with ny grandparent, 





mele rie and iunt Siete vac” This wo the 











y oacher was Yrs Leach. T 
Hooi"in che ataaet oF 








of ny pleasant pas 
elind. e'wood pile. a0 Tor 


ree ee 
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Ne enlisted ip the first orld War 91618 to serv. 
wich the Dnfantey durtte 







"wae defeated. only 
ovtondony Eeelasd! 















inlays 
ae 













coutedl of take 
inten 
Ps re ied 


Andergon 9f Fosston. They have a fantty 
a ignvard where she ts, 











zon (dauphter of Ltda and ;!ieLe 





Donna Anderson was 
Anderson and while A 





pghter of Helge and Alida (Vihtan) 






2 coups of mont 
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Andereon and while Aléda was £21 for a couple of months and 


feoded'a reas) Grendna Safian tack care si Seana, and ten har off 


lLuseY1a ~ carried £4 Staszeaa\: of Tgaston, now decegsed, las a 


fethers ke Rate ren’ seep, hoa’ 
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ip parenca tc. and tga. Revert Pirte were Sor in Aberdeas, 
Soottane"and pane ae ehslirdn to Canpbelitordy Ontarko with thede 





fy paronge ware nareied tn 1020, In 1888, they moved west to 

Seracnenbir, “ankeonn sesh tnese ehgidpen. twas the gird youngest 
scleven sod vag Sonn in Seracholaie in'1897.— 

tha Battie, for the remainder of, thelr yet 














Reve and I yore narnio# i> 1019, in Shoal Lake, Yantzova and 
tenets Thgu disirtot Tor seven vodres Gur oldest dessnees, Joyee 





Tr 192%, we uoved to Falvinston accompanied by two of my broth= 
sce, Sod and Bigver Purge, “red rerainedin tre daatesee We 











Sameer teainr 








2 obve Tar. Sur's ander schoo! 














eipfal, specially, Sana Donal who 


oer 2808 By 2 a08 seve 20 Pin Fon, 











inion uhte wo resided for eight Gonct” ald Then it 2522 ee moved 
evesechenten spore ve efdoyee any pat frepet, Jars 
Sefer, Pesaenv'd tise’ ip a'eortor Steins laiee in-coaistlan, 








Eee eiey Hare ty, faatly and friends. 2 have 





a 


husbands parence also cane zron Seotland. In the 1880's, the 


soved From Owes Shand, Ont, at Tisdae Taw, Sasks Ty 
Fantard was che youngest of £4 nen ha was’? years, of 
ge fis nother was Filed ty Ligntsing so he was taker vo Ucrathels 
SS*itve wath rim erandeather, fis father died when he was seven 
lg and the cantly Secave spit up and vere placed wig) various rein 
Scfser! SFE naa A yeate before Pave wan, co bee bie oldest: brother 
jain,” le crew up tainly on hie ar Serathelair: snd was 
pected tyr Psd fran easly age- fac : 

TEeie Sducetion vecates he hed so'worr Sor Hie keep 
hon he was 18 yours old he gota Job wich the Grand Trunk 
Railway and Inter. on worked. aa foPenat an a road gang from Bayorton 
ESRTE! "Fheytuosa safes and! siueh sorapere. then, not like today Wie 
EIL'tha volefn eguipaent.” in those dav tooody sver worked ea 

Stays. 


‘en we cot narzied he ler the railway end retursed to fareing 
acaing “Ty "huStanl fat tne’ cits: threshing monine in the “sade 
SEN asstbace and willsard fall owed a cfaccor co taselher they ai 
all'vhe thresning in the diserioe for rary Jour 


Pete served on the Duck Create School, Sonn for several years 
and vas aso a dipactor of the Tasdow Sgr tall for, a few yearge 
Boiwia'sathuercial in boring the firs ball and having Se foved' to 
EEwS Yocation. laver onan adeicion vag sult on to fc. 


Ny posband vas very fond of exSnals, especially horses. Te 
had a SelSP EN cueio!* Foe sick’ antuale as bn nore man See _Secasten 
Whon‘che vetersfariaa iad elven apyte was asle co uring che snical 
Yotha'tS aconplete recovers. ieias siso successful in treating 
Foraee during the sleepin tlomees epidovis.— fiso.ne vag very 
ae decorating horses that were Sein Shows av aire and fad ihe for 


trips to tow haa'to ve nade ty team and ccever or by eloaed in vahe 
HESS Erip'ern fon 2onzacd cla.” Dees 2008 weer 
Senvand Saroiu Doral and ie ad ae wo. we ms 
‘ott and wen She Sec 
‘ind wich. Torthor 
ted Tave as ansiotanceyt 


band enjoy guith, all Mo 11¢0 and pessed ayay at 
SMBS UP Tae Statnatater, 0.2. coliobiag shore 








2 
by Spyes (MeTnnts) Hartson 





















Donate Phyltts Paxish Store Prysno 
Renny Donala Sele Pariah Seittey Urtere 
2mm Donaag Perey’ Cavan tances Wetee 
tie) Donal Soe, Loeelie kery 
San lazesley Stella peyetaans Peter vere 
Jarey Landes ry Peystisea Bee anes 








uae yore aoa apne Such family ad anotbor Saseh tasty 
we Tied orb ta and anh fait aout fade. 








locking Sack, ry merortes of Tandon Bank are of the good tines 
wo nat"there. “the plonica and dances in the simer, Fowl" sippars’in 
Tee'HhAW'SER cose Pos" sonenrs in'See, "ake aney wote perore’ the 
‘ida oneart yop Zpav shot ve ste ina ey-praclss ou tho sage 
estes cling, sunda cae te fate eerste prostne f,? 
would ereereain. y BovalS'aane Seoteh songs and ir Free 














‘any otvers Helped te 
Sovwtoh Phreshing ceice 20 cued and woods: 
neluateer fo fave tadies Rie nescing and lutdeiag 
othe tase oo ng & Stdajenoyse eaiied 


forsen in she conver of 3h 



















sttion borseuadts Aigo darine the a SEEAEISS peSpue’ yan 
‘osthern Seok, tocnoreh of falvincten Sete wey 
sip ferns, z here Rerelaggon wien 1 pareied 
cor in Tela! aed covet to ‘Ldn Sion,” Srartie ie the 
and ‘ea fred Jonas, Ye'bave 3 chilaren. 

















a obo t2 22 got 
ct dogutvien and Art works at the Yeltvocd 711 in Tew? ee 








ove and Linda (Yasde) Spencer Live an Medicine Hae, Ata, 





aA 


and hayee children, Dania Joy 6 years o14 and Musee! Llosa 2 years 
Gli. “toy wores in the Comop Store; Linda yorted for kita 
‘Telephones Leaving £o\bs gt Hove with the Fanti. 


David and Sarvera (Fendne) Spencer Live én Kankoops, 9c. 


paved isa quétied Gricklayer and norvs for Afton Zanes; Sai 
Sara tae eacepiionist for a inn of accountants. a 


I was divorced and net ny present husband in Yinaipeg, 
tater moved to Tanloops, ned wer eturnea 


Subptegeg vy Vorna LAttian Cockertt? 


EtiostTaed altel: BE 
5 Zayaahsfon Seeder ana Sire 
iol gastos yitarte soosh 
3 tact da Has ge stieiets, 
Be‘otine ete un cy clasp ere che 
Mout the aseapd Yep ty anal, sey 
Beglnds 'r"woslaPte Tate ted aby 
ches far, sive ao 
foeel 25 sip’ ta rade 


ee ae ase) ‘oredes eleven and twelve £ Look at 
Ferethelair, Varivoom whero’T seayed Gurins the schosl year with 
sy nine and 'oneles 


tresping at Se. fnthory's Hospital at the fasy tarkudoa, “1 graduated 
So'Usst asa rectatored Turge’ara worked afte? at foncra, Ontario, 


Firdens SandcSta Calgary, ivertay and Vancouver, Sec 

I was married in 1959 :0 Keith Cockert11 fro Winstpes, 
pane Wate Pegldeg facarg aface dfaet Ty {sland Eeethgctaas, 
Wana aged I¢ and Daphne’ aged in who are preseathy in Tigh Sehool. 


T nave worked part-tine for he past ton years at a sursing 
here ttll' vine 1078 hen 7 retired Fon nirsitee 
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£ har ay. ont uorit ofr Gee Dek Orn Sebosls Tha 
rien Ria Ree pre rr iy 








‘je tant. cetténg a new sress,evon iF i was a hone’ ante oner The 

SSheert. waa alwaa befd sneha vonsng andere fail waa. alway 

paceod with people. Te yas che siagede ovent of the'yeary in che 
che 


Enver there were ptcnica and tail’ gunes at the Halt, or agro 
Gnuren'and Eusday Sebocl were feid ac the fall’ on Sundays 
a ngupia: a the fall there wae an annual Fowl 









Suinteted by CLiftord KeTnnia 


Tyas torn $n Yadena, Sask. on July 12, 1932. Twas the fourth 
ens ole and Are, Fever leinass of Ealvitgtoa. 


E attended Duck Cros Seneel fro= 1999 es11 1947. 


Feat Pantheon ed eet ee Siete Pp 








aaigg’aied,o,Sntghers in torthern 3.0. in 1973 where Zan 





was born tn Vadana in 1934. ere zane wasPeter and 
Sts taye wa Tiliians 1 bave three orcthera: tonalay 
YsSord and diene and ano eieveres doves ang Verna. 





ended Duck Creek School vill Grade 7 after which tine T 
went to"Erand and felvington. 





1957, then T joined 


Tyorked as & heavy geuspsent operator es 


the nyclhate tor 3 Yoars, have Lived fe Pore 
SuR"2S poate aba’ al active in comunity work. 








T have one son, Tou and a daughver 








ra 


oubattted iy Jemee Sivin wotnnio 


ever #140ty (Furie) nareiod in 2019 at Shoal Late an 
sgt Heay me cbr cebtens 2izity Ma daatty tieaiee falvine 
HeMs Seacchenie Le soay 43, 2026. Twas oorn at Wadena, 


SGltarthenan Ss lovenser 2033. 


school. T took grade # ard 9 at 

Peg ei heated 

ving Wa othe teachers forse tn gre baby, 

a salt Sh Bathnd raed op seere 
ne eo Spay obey we eraey 


BE ELSES Mat the cenchers horse 
feck Hall 


aah aL Palen Nee 
Yooh Everio aeet oe ota giratanee 
MrateneDts 8.6, fle saved up v6 VarderhoB? mm Apri 








1s 





: igen Sn 1928 Sn the 
sved of the fay now owned 



































of on the tor with > 






ia relped 









aTnaved £2"tagena whare they sow 











Me 


Suimttted ty Marlene ( Messenger } Bricksons 


Z, Yarlene Vator trickgons My fathers 
born at Seaseieon Snzlands iy nother was, ass 
Pike, Sage fy guess roster ie Sooky ha 
fie"Yoved trdpping and fusuinge | © 


ee 


Z wong to ligt Soheol at Yadena and 
Ertokagn tio lived ap wigecon Sa! 


cninarer 


vas Alfved “aseanger 


an thay picked sp 


on sported Smet: 


1 Aid not go to sehoel for toolony 


Geceased 








7 


‘gpenser, 0 1909 took yp romstaad 4 





Pacherts rade in Soyland was a8 a factory yorker butlding 








we. Tred Yassonger 











UE tole bitline 








v8 


hen he came to Canada, he cane vo Card 
thew yeara,inen_ in f98t care 
gpa partied faith oenyestory, 3 


strat daughter ‘ne, was bora there and thay moved to the 
by aa five acantars, 
a3 


ay Boris, trac bed Peidad of Waebeay Aiee, 


There were five oh{ldrep tora to this upton and alt atcended 
Se Uefsols Fatrina, tuphonts ‘nard’ (achat 


er roghers eae ari ey 


Suastted vy Mery Meade ("oore) 


Ze tn ote hone Srothers vere Je 


ona sual fapy at aa'che fn er che i03de.” Wy folie 
ip ny routers 


faszaze between thiny su encush fo Prete, widch ny sather 
Bites, 


fo Yaka ran through our land, } section, son of our lant 
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teatime teats ew 
it'd Wie baie ace etna ies 
Pace ge ged gH BO Bre 











Ore day a friend of gure, Jin night waa cutting 
could fake! ty father tulle a Loe 








sed 29 wall a quarter of s nile to the nail box 





Hees geeks, Geually oeldal ahovare, church services, “eter "Side 














Sank Halls. the Bjsactve vive tend paved for were toca) 











8 Tor ches tencea, ahi coves, 








Submitted by Lesite Moore. 


The fantly nase ts Moore, ay father's name was George Archur 
and nr notherts tune was Alive Maud, bul nop are toss decensed. ty 
Sider’ slater is Mary Vicvoria Maade, 1 brother a Thonas snd ay, 
frig brother {9 Geofge. George and'f “are sort on Oetober £5eho 193T 
sEWadena Hospital. We were Gaptized ae the howe’ of sy parents’ at 
Meadow Sank, by Rev. Avs Atkinson en Foverber T6eh Tse" 





Our hguse was sftuated on See. I)». Meadow Rank, tut before 
gaming to: Ganada wy’ family Lived ia lnehieyy Lateestérahives which 
Eo"anSindastriat town alaoet in the centre ot Englands Ry: Father 
Worked aoe cer mechanic before going to Ganada'Snd'ny mothers Tanlly 
‘ame was Taylor and they were both Bettiah subjects. 





Both ny brothers and aysel® attended Dusk Greek School and oar 
yeachers nanse were Nise sfelton and the Headmaster wea Nc~ fordsen- 
Y'ae'noe renanver Yery much about our schoo! days ts Times only at 
School for a short tines I can Fenonber afew Gf our classmates, 





Anelading Jeni, 
fied Meadow Sank Sunde} School and our eae 


Tn 1938 my father was not anoying the best of health and we 
retarted to Bngland' in October of that year 


vite Joan and I have two daughters and a son, a5 oipl 
tn the’ pbalery Stade witch tncopporates, che manatactice OF pty 
Sccib? UaieeeLa ‘Sod’ uldervenrs Fhe oreiie industry ie the main trade 
Snthle aren where 1 liver 


Subaiteed by George Moore. 
was born 4n October 4n Wadena Saskatchewan. 


onerigltft Canta for England 4n the suoner of 1939 on the ship 


Tvert to Duck Creek acho Meatow Rank and was taught by Hist 
Eskelson. i 


ack creek School vasa dooden ptatine vith only ont laze» 
SSethens There was one veacher’who taught all grades and ages. 
BEECTne Sheed tor about 18 onthe and in the winter dad would 
(ret as there by coboganne 


Our house in Neadow Banke consisted of two wooden ballin 
gee One bedlding was used as a bedroom 
SEing tn. The House was. citgatas at the 
tee ‘one wineer they towed ie across the frosen 
Meno eatints ENTS LEde Gn ease wo wanted «day off fron 
School to help. 


in'ehe middle, 


T renemher aman called Freddie Jonge leaving an old engine 42 
ng ighiyarde He sale Rotd low oe e otiar tf Heong aero 2.2 


‘tere was 4 playing fteld with gopher hole 
tury tor eaten the porters at playeines Another gane We 
Hoa'Gpeteatvers Grete uarn'where the horses were Kept 








yst 
Smiattted by Tom Moors 




















Me 2ived on Section 15, At Masdow Bank. My father ws 
chante 


amnelefiMimey RL guatamsge se being che Weigheto, Avery's 


Ings pine yours old when I left the Meadow Eank area. I now 
dive Sn" England. 


Dan Moreison Panty. 


D.JsMorrison ( Dan ) bonesteaded the ",B-4 1636-12, in 1907. 
Je sold <his homwatead to Yer Linden tn fol? and moved £3 waders, 
Hhgdang ig tow gars of the present Linden rarm at the east tnd 


‘Tye Noreteonte cane to Sask, from Cape Breton, Nova Sogéta 
‘oir forefathers dane fron Scotland to Eape Breese ageat £2206 
‘hese poopie bails ther om suiding abipe’and'croseed the Atlantic, 











ming in Cape Eestons 


Hningy Lonbersne and to. sone’ extent sn 
H aguaineed with bara work in che east. 


On arriving on the homestead, be 2 
ser lie to" build the honestedd ou! 














tyhorses 


Ther fifat Fost Ofrice 
se ineadow Sank, ee 
Sertroncmae the maid 
Kelvingtone 

















worrtzon, Ben and Hes. 


is2 
rary sam grocery and cobtceo onder was placed with the pal 

rtyer who bad a marvelous memory. Te was sot necessary eo give fre 

etforgre List ofrehings to"gat, Jou Just told hin. Re would fring 


‘The Duck, Cresk School was, butlt about 1909 and T think the firat 
Meadow Bank picnic was aise held in that yours This plonte was held 
on the Hat" I5~ on the north side of Eritiaon‘a Laxe, Of these. s¥o 
Svente the Fienfe: seamed to be the nore important to ne at ape 7~ 
‘Rhe'buck Greet Sehoo! waa aporated during the sumer monthay and" al2 
hs puplia'welued to othooty We, tad'a fine foanr ian ag the first 
Ester. Eovenbar 2 gaucht tee acd lair. chen Reg, seot Sray- 
ERtTDike fhe tees cha grew in Oitario fron where she ca 


‘Then there was a short little fellow, Me. Sanger, who caught os 
to stne'a cng t0h Cod Our Mlp In Apes Faget ‘rowever! wen T fended 
Un gehgol in Wadena, at see 10) Iwas put in Crate Tif." cosa do, 
rade T arithmecicr but Ivan tery poor in reeling and 


on Tabbed Buc Org Sobol, many of hm eadnte are 
vont hatter Wy "aat, "Byte ana"teere Se 
OSE guage thes mahafterotnaabeate sends 
wes sot thts ie T's eb dls SP tees oe a cae 
SEEN ERIT Ja Lae le par dl Se op 


ahs ioe’ la stayein S"croup uy Uhenseivon while we boys aid 
2 ioe of ranking 


‘bout the sehoel yard 


‘There was a well wish a green 
‘school yards fhe water'was fof fit 
(food. for equsreing on one onother 
‘Serta ut in to" feat, Sodoalroos that aia 
Eine. Wo used slates for post of cur work 


According to the calender, 67 years hare passed alo 
occasion sitce T attended Suak Gr¥er Schost kad walked 
tte fiatde 


A 'Nosdow Hankin shat log house 
june iike 10 was yeotersay. 


Sobaitted by Neti Morrison. 


Twas horn in T90b, 0 16,1 a long tine ago since Z went to, 
Duck Greek School, 1 have-one brother Sen and one aiaver unice born 
Sn"TotOy Ben waa born in" 1508, 


My father was a carpenter algo done blackanishing on the hone 
stead’ nother had the Post Office in our hone. 


Some of he expertences I recall going to school on the bash 
ath and sonatines had to alow ap to elve a stunk tine to get across. 








/s3 


Ban and T teappeé makrate on the Lake son 
Pate" the year wa wont to Wadena and got he 


Th fang, wan aL done Dy Ox, 


SIS,"C6S Srectcat, “avery” one wosid 


byes Periee, Retber.o 







T only want to Duck Creek achool a couple of terns, T reneaber 
TrpaSungarygae Bree Rranecne aa ay ceachore, Se Shen toyed co, 

Modena fy'18i5 as i went’ toa school on the HW" coraer' sf the: schoo) 
yard while the Bed Brick school was whder construction, 


1 am now retired and Living at Flin Flons 








Mes and Mra, Mele Nelson 
Submitted by Martha Westerlund (Helson) 


Ny fathers nane was Wels FritrBt Nelson, ay sothera nane Kristina, 
and we'thtes: childrens ingrid, Verner ana aySelf. Ry parent cane from 
farndby Vosterbotteny Swofen,’And were farneraybick 1h the f000's 

Hhe depression was also being feit in Sweden, So-in order to support 
the, SEntiy"my father fad’ to do honcine and’ trapping 05 4 site tine, 
Dettdes “rmingy te shot fox and sold‘okine watch Were high priced 
then, sold our fare and nade enough money’ to travel Co Canada. 


Ye wore the first tantly to leave Vesterbotten for Canada, On 
ttn of Hiy'1028 we starved sot on our, journey, xe travelled via 
Liverpeel én an Ocean Liner called she*hontealat Te took us over a 
tonth'to reach Cansda, land of our hopes. 























Wo nought our fires team of herges, and three cows at an auction 
nue SARE, Kad Ea'She Sprang OF 25 Sohyonghe Spd ppved so" our 
Sevrbomey Fire Allon eat abd atsth of tendons for."2- 50°", which 





Tp the epring of 1929, I started going to Hotnum School. 
iret Geacher was Charley Spencer. Ry Firat Say at schoo! was nv 
Eaopr dnp. Scan rennmiar bow Teac eng chat Sig 

Eeetlse’F' could act understand a words of fagligh, Gut T learned: Chat 
Bfith tod Sohn Hanson’ spoke Swedish, also mit Nefweigan children 
key Hoy Reenon, the Pweidt's, Seafastaate and Ostliea, Mr. Spencer 
a ery understanding and good to ner 

















sf 


Sabaitted by Verner Nelson. 


‘me reason why ay parents Left Sweden 
tuo pate Canade’ thelr dew hone wag dug tn no 
cf that the Canaatan 

‘such a8 the CePade and 
Etiths wished. co ateract intgrants io Canada. 
Kad'the’benttits and epporcunietes oF eonine’ 
‘{Sroanaae waa greatly sttotise through thelr 
ERochures which wes cirewaved in Sveden as 
ell ao other turopagn countries, Trany Canada, 
Y's Tanger opportaniey, but bed wy parent 
town of all the other hardahipe to be, faced 
Tehets new hone Land, sete gowend 1¢ hey 
sosldtbave fomigrated to Canada sen Chey dla. 
Eby face’ ehit he sold Me Ausstan Wai? siks 
RS ESSE Far‘ shae‘s few crovas on tas fare 
ESE EON SeToNES Teaving for the new egurcry, 
TESRLIG ET eelisved exe ehinace tn'Canada was’ Me. & Mra Nelson 
Ehgh that chere was no need for fur coats. 


( comletet tn 

otmatern, convent ence 

Mereet nettle gran ntgte wold freese, tn 19282" 

Sipe gi Fer tbo syed fate foes fer, 39,08 see 
Sees teat ebtee were, stilt goods Bue wich che first crop to be 
Eafrebteds cane also che "eig crash”: 


During the dirty shtratos a, gone, folie called t+ or the bent? 


cparelens fe Ne fore She peoblen te euriry, 
Saite their pure and’ determination to 


"nd that’ then thers waa time 
Tune for" Seley 


iy’ apring,, ot 
How we ai. eno 
Sut the tine forvail this is 

Yneovan snksown future ae euch an accelerated rat 

Bs"nara' to find tine even for these reriections of our: past. 


Now with regards to plotures; they wore few and far detweens 
oa choTonas that'we havelare very Laportane £0 all of use 








15s 


Ingrid (Linde) Yets0n 


sg ELSE RARE SR haha er true Bee 
eahool e 





sy weEli29, th fentty settted on S00 2-36 39, now faramd 





eon Zi2GHO sop varcted 4 Loca chap, Shrte Hagan, who, had cone 
ark" Sutei) ane" later moved to Hendon where they operates a 








{wo children were born, @ daughter Bllen and a son Maurice. 


ton eGtTig passed tay a he remult oP an accident white working 





en tecane a registered sures and narried Linos Vestbary, 
ef TOON gates ith Et, 0.8 esletaton aeetan, "Sher 
Moris ‘an sosteact forenan tn atte ee 








Ingrid 42 presegtly Ma. Archie Linde and they make thetr home 
fon the Zara Secon ‘endon sia ladenae 





the rowers tn Hors tea real pretty spot, 
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eceas time, circle was soratched in the dusty ground behind the 
school and’ two! of us ata tine would stop inside ee olrele and bare 
‘Hote siug it out, The one being first” corced outside the etre! 
was the’ losser. f"nvaristly "ended up with a bloody nose’ before 


on the Hotnun ball team and I'm certain 
ech oF toh the Sean sbreets enous or pie’ of saGdsfaction 
for each game won Against teans fron neighboring’ schools: “The gamss, 
aeje tainly pfayod On raya after ast recess. Zo ne thio" © 
Country sshoois or getting rect for cheir expected arrival at our 
School, “Aise in the early. thirties che Ralle'e pela a bounty of one 
Tater tt was dropped to ya cent per tail. 30 
thor by"snaring or Srowning ) inver adjacent 
rows Gnoane, part of gar scnook actlvities, Tespectaly 
fering receso and noon Lunch hour. 


Snow bali and our gbyle of fast, ball, (dore 14ke European soccer) 
vgs our nin eporte:activiey daring the wineer months. Beis else: some 
Thee Festlted’in siocay noves andthe occasional Figitar 


Christmas and tho school Chrtgtnas Concert, was also sonsthing 
wwe practised hard for, and looked forward to; The nighe of she esncen 
Wae"roal exoteing beciose ‘hon ny parents and most everyone inthe 
errounding aren wouis be there, they would Listen to our sineines 
‘tetogues and recleations.Somatines tho anexpected would alae Eppes 
Seah Savane ine when he Davies wag, program clairnan and backed Bit 
Shar off the stage and fell into the’ aulance below seage, eich £2 
Sur Berrinene. Loskdiy he waan'e hurecor hire anyone elie’ either: 


‘Tee firgt year I attended school, st Hotaun T walked to school, 
a atotance of about threo niles, in the vincera when the weather” 
‘asi Peal cold Or stormy, T stayed heno unless daq"had time fo cake 
Sesegaatiely is erenidey f inant ¢ oof aalogh. “bt Sater ten 
fere.gotsthts pony Hom gcivvis; ecaee that pony mady'a Clon, cut 
fiber, Lona Sla gee fads Tobe poor) areata Woon pratt’ chceas 
geal Cedchadeg ty op fon ne fondade dgecR hen’! rode hay and 
HEE) tops thon fla Would earn quietly apoct and Bead tek’ Rome’ on 
Head eeltop.’"s never did have saddle, for Naty, sot.T aia see bis 


F 
rota 
fey te gid 

Tor that tke, 90 thar 
Featiged, from’a alt a 


st cha tine could bring anjwnere 
Buk; also afver we had crapped Gur second 
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skunk and arrived at school that aoratng, we were told by our teacher 
Eo'Teave skunks alone during the school week. 


T never aid receive a strapping during al} the years T attended 
see! se Foca PaEd fovoers stay Ln eter Stott for aimee @ 
ur foacher’ip ies ‘Te wae’ tatoo for a tescher” tor ascke. during school 
Rourse “So thls teacher ised the Saye totiet to save hia snake, “fe 
as" of one such Seeagton that us older boys dectded to tip the totlet 
Wee tne Cedoher Gaaide 4t, We never. attompeed shat scare. spate ner 
{Eavpo"tge:the totiey for a euokers” There are any other ingidente T 
Souid relate, but ail in al2’T'ove'a sincere thank’ you to ali ay 
horegred ap bard or age elocatiog.. Here was Ghmea when 
Teechera, Sia en admirable, foo. t must also nentfon 
tgaret Davis who taught Sunday Sehocl fora wide at fotmum, 





















‘The Jacob Oselia Panty 


we HEE 
ae a 
Pee ee 
ic has ee 
OA has 
Base mee 
2 ye iene 
iarhien Stee 
















Sprloeside, Sankatcbovan 


ringside chewan 4 «A Marae Sgane on the Oatlie 


fara in toad 





Fo Penne Beste fen mn rn 
Se tk Be OE Gee 
CAT S*nove waa’ Sade to the Holseoin Tous 
Sear nah, 
set 








a5 who yas followed by 
mj waa completed fre Spencor setarned to 
Rotaus, "then tise Sryane tauehe followed ty Hiss Ereiyn Debishaces 
Yes Haya Loach and Mize Fabel Linstrome i 


Gradually the fantly Left hone for other parts of the country. 











ise 


Caroline passed avay in 1948 and Jaco tn 105k. Oliver passed 
they au Sandon ah oe7, rede yaa eed oy ¢ i tae Fan rer 
BiNvacetioning in Gauitornia tn 1971. “batch married Fred barns 


Mevand Nes. Glenn Ostlte Live on their farm BE 23, 26,22. 
estas Turning dens sa gorteu ae the Wadene AVeCiOn Tae and 
sass with teance dia avnenber of ene ataff"iunch counter for 
Fears ae the Wadena Auction Markets 


Gerald te married to Caroline Shevshuk from Yactutt, Saskatche- 
‘Sey enidy tr teone where epuss te Soperriacr of ema 
Tet retinslogise at se« sonephta Hospital at Lesveck, 


Gerald attended public achool at. Rotman. Teachers ware Yes. Frank 
espeh tt! Bon Lenten. Claeeyes te MBoeporice, Alen Sehoel, Chen worke! 
HRIRShe vopefEnent cf Ripiwaya. at Wadena and Karoki,. the office 
Yo'te Eleven where he worked prior to noving to Larose, 


gpaid, being matically inciond Dap plered with vartoug pads ant 


ton the past tt 
orchestras 


Gwendolyn Ostite 
Cwengolyn attended Rotman School, Nadana, Sigh School and gragua~ 


tea 1n'T3E7.7"che worked, ca" bootkeopen at the Wadena Co-op for 2 
Jers) ‘She'narried Don stroshein fon Wadena in 1967. 


feleen yeata as lead guitariot with the "oarnet™ 


Sor one year where she cook training 48 8 
22108" tobh with Seatatcheven Pook, tn, 1971. 
red at the hospital tn Theodore, 

"sTskatehevan tnd’ sbe worked at foblin, 


narJB2926 995,800 Doron mas born. Tn 1976 we moved to Saleconts 








19 
Dorothy Otter 


Dorgthy Octer was the eldest daughter of Willie and Christine 
otters “Ske” attenied fotnin Schoo for a short while in 1928 while 
Tithe wath Grandes and Grangpe Gteor’ qi the farm now onwed Oy Bon 








for hig health than’ the daapn 

fad & family of five. chit 
ae, ‘vietee’ (irs. Joe, Brice) Wi 
(Sal abe wisn ber hustand-and Ia famt2y’ cane ¢oCanage and the 
ehiace Wsteise inthe: Tervcon’ area 2x 190). They aacer moved to 
‘they farned the ME 20-36-12. Upon 

fn where they Lives ate{t Hea? 

nk to Live with his 











He, & fee, Mn obser, 
Sea, Albere and 


‘Tae Parton Pastly 


ocinkt MEd tnd ny Parish, ce 20 Canade tn 1001 and arya 2 
THES alae 20S Goaktag For Pariote fateerdss To thig upton there 
Were four shlidrany Aiehard & Thonss who were bora, in England and 
TIES (Bert) and Paylite who were born in Saskatchewan. 


In 1921 the Partehta, moved to the family honastead tn the 
Linea area. "fn the early deve Ne, Parish tod hte eldest son, 
HiSkard uned'co coms co the Ketvington aren £o ress. On san 
‘ecastons, they threabed with the Tabert Cowans, Wages, were, vary 
Boor and che york vas hands” Mra. Pariah coed Co stay on the berd= 
EiiaSvich’toe’reet othe canily where chere wea cattle and other 


‘in 1928 the fantly moved from Lintlaw to the Duck Greek district 
and ited on the forme® Jack Cowan place,” The two youngest children, 
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Bert and Phyllis attended Duck Cresk School. 


Phylite (Patan) Listle,renonbera quite weld when she went to 
Duox Enger gehogh tna Olive skaan ¢ scfogh chin savived tet"tS Some 


‘Thay Ltyed in the Duck Creek district cor taistomm years, and 
then fade a\firal noye in 1Ohi to the quarter chat their/ehind son, 
bert now operates.” ira. Parish raised xtra money, selling sees, 
chickens and creas, "A record thet has boon Rept Of her aasehesr’ 
Phyllis, Tegistered cour denen eges yore. sold for «50f, two. chickens 
or $2 and ast uzver a for {2- ule" zn oye eney gone 30 baahels 
ghieisit' tor #19.00 ane" five gantois Srought 3.52." gation of cond 


Me, Parish passed away in 1951 at the age of 71 years. Short! 
acer the’ death Sf" hor husband, Rea. Parish Sore per'Rouss inte tha 


rad, of har aaupheary Phyilta litle. “She apane 16 yours th 
tot her daha vate Latea. "she apoyo" aan 


bea tarred, and 


BUM Charison 


Richard Parish Junior 1s retired and he and Ba wife reside in 
rurtpeldy Saslatchewan, They have two entliren, Osorge of 
fd Sandra (Hee. Sandra Andronowich] of Wade 


‘on Parish and he wife, Evelyn (Erickson) reside on a fare 
northeast ef Wadena.” Three tris vere gorn co this union, Ti 
{iess"Doug:Sehnteder) of artinaviiie, Darlene (hee. Pat Santo) of 
Prince AiGere ans Lila at hone. 


(annere (Bert) Parish and hie wice, Dorie (Erickson) Live in 
endo. They have ose son, Aldere who farae the former Lyte fara 


Phyllis Pariah (LittLe) and her husband, Jim are retired on 








“we 
Shir seman the onvertan dtgteiee,_ They hae. we tong and one 
Gnughedte,Don of Regina, Sep of Wadena whe’ operates his parence™ 
Fare) Staton of Region dnd Shirtay of Winsoldt. Shey now have ix 








Swomited by Carlene Sevilla Peters 


Tather Cary Poilitp Patare (now deceased), sother Sree 
Yaceareta Pecere torn 1938 tn Aepanay"Sentacehowds atthe. Ory Yung 
gpI: TF Elfed wish ay pacenta'oh the fart anetd Tae fate" 
Hrenerber‘iiving close cp filite tack*s place! <I can'secall gotta 
ge zevoot all aetpped’ tp Sn a tobaaeas ‘ah oor ola hivage Radios 
HSC82OTL, pLoMEIDE hertuay to SEREET wlaheal eaten petdteg hot? 
Teithie dby't dante teuetaland Rov that horas @ie°T2' of ber Sect f 
Penesber gotng $6 Schaal with Lociae thd Sipfeeid fuck? fa tes 
"wheelsacare. “r"slao stntoey tht they richear mate 
yor guome iver and anusacgy "To fast’? an eefit taste for Meas 











HEGK fas maryolous, oppectaiiy hor Sread and che zhinge she nade Zor 
Pragester, an incident very viridiy wren ay 





eon IEGPeDOTs IVY etttng ep one moonlit night, and going tn 
fore Toayer had.” The sarilget recollection I'had was when we Lived 

in onthe Paters' piace (sefore ded boven “the bie hours] 
sible rainstorm cane up. “Lightsing Fisahed and dad and T 
ore watching this flash and he seemed ‘very“concerned es he seid, "I 
Thime2tnt'ehe Gull", Sure enough se had. 








we grag hairy aloe gates ont, gts 
og PURE ET eae athe oe bs tsb 
Heit Se ane, Sine Solera ee 
Colteges fr, Ses faryre-Coftege, faut waa tt 1975 and E was sppoint 
starving Supetcisot, avendngAdnindsttator of ser hoapttal sem 
Heat ney aig eat te ae 
Ee era, eerie etre as 
Gee Garb ne an ae 




















‘The Carl Potors Story as wristen by Carl Peters Junter 


Cart Pestip Pacers was torn in Folaes Count 
ctaner Sotho. wags the 2nd fonngmeeSn.n Fantiy 60 
Ghidaren. Carl was onty 10: years olf when he Lost his’ father sad~ 
Gendy fron heart disaase. AL! the farily had to: pull together and 
York on thei stall Ohio tara. ‘Senooliny was often secostary’ 12 
portance as food and elothdig ware not saay Go. one’ Sy An those 
cabiy youtes’ fius, the older onus eccen £00k snail obs and Brovht 











re 


wy hoe to be used for necessities. When Carl was 13 years old, 
Ria Bother and echar nesgers of the fantly deeded to rake & new 
Ftp tone ip Odanonas ede arene of egcas atin, "nee {17 wre 
Geted out and useless for crops or gardens Their investmant had'to 
be Shandoned and they returned to Ofo again. 


fhen go he neg abn cc oy of. eer a 
wrt, Baste REA oe bee 
SEA Sins alts sata cae Se 
poner Helped co bulla te steel bridge acrgas the Horch Sasiat chan 
Cella 


Card had heard of honestesda in Sasiatchewan beconing ava‘lable 

and decided to ove co a piace called Wadena. "A Land representative 
Sola" hin that dand was foreiie,for_ereppine, and selling se reas 

E ring day sn S046, chek stand Su the Wades 

sed fron der by che Dane of 


reas Yes old during the coldest pare of the winter, bit It was 


Pron bere on, tt was toll fron early morning to dusk; sumer heat 
and nosguivoes and the biteer cold o* January were diffisule co bears 
‘bug sonahow, he fele. Seep down igeise chat shia good earch with all 
Tis"drawbacess would Se" eruttrul and remrding £7 he perstated and 
fad"caith tn iat he was doing. And 00.1 was ~ the will to work very 
Bards good ‘ean of hers 
Seeded in those early ves 
on Tinea isproved ao 

‘of urase bells 20 sdd°& touch of Sey tn 
fhe frosty aire 


Perhaps the most conmon lugury of che vhoap days vas the battery 
adie! and tho can every forget che exciting boxing matenes with, the 
Eifown Bombers = Joe Louie always ening out of che ring victertous, 
‘Then ther ia, Eagar Sergea and thariie “Carthy alan with Ages, ekndy 
Tor uaughe galofe: fo"one will ever forge: te "Pappy Gang’: 7 would 
any the Bete estalogse, second’ to’ che foiy stole, wae th nost pea 
Sook of that era and Wren the estalogve was old and worn, it still 
Served a very special purpose to ali the fanily ember 


‘Other people settled in the area and the closest netehbors, tn 
ctuded ‘the Eig'awede to"sne norshy Ne, Leonard taf? and hfs featly of 
prety sttaa," Pa Weddnasretiy of Sys where tuteen sate, 
EDEESS faeriepe fay snd, withthe eosigiwerg siyays il1- 
inkiss cocking web hara'to beats” 


‘Then there was the Jay Garrison and fantly, good stock from 








les 
Mssourt, V8.1, who kept his southern drwd all through hie 1ife, 
His Suge} abd"corvel mare wore "Go be parted tnd fomined ¢5'be 
inode ‘of reltabie eransporcation for day, Pili both buegy and bores 
fegepe Gae"gud and ote S060 G2y' poof ded anny tinea Sfoue te 
Wesidtnd's fresh treed chat tasted encellent. Other netghors also 
Sted’ to the commnity and tia affairs: = 








‘aeehig st tse nS Cicily pin 
SSRSEG', Oe “U8 BG cate Hpac tte tee tne 
Silked for" another 2oad of bundles anen the days ware surctened ste 








The barber ie Cart and the victin 
"seh eetlond. 





Formances, Gari olsine it was'e fair 
Gxt, rather aneven and woud consi= 








Ger s0278 crop erown ob « Swede = 





raw and grain kernel 
Tmaole’ three vines 










ys whe woud eae oF 
0 liadena wish 2 coaie 








‘fe was fave chat night when sinaliy ene team were a= 
‘al'the chores done! 





‘The ratiway yas soon t9, cone to Hendon in 1923 and gone, farmers 
yen got trucks abter on, ie certainly waa a'2oe.gloser ta: deliver, 
She" efain ‘and marker Liveevock and get your groceries and farm supplis 








‘WE COFOTE ciMSE - carl loved riding horae back and one of his nost 
exeteing renee sprts"aae shaatne copeteny” On ene 

‘Weapon ho Used vas & ten= foot Stick. When he was aboot co damp che 
Tenge the setck-eaught and che ond Sit tin in the face, cearing a hole 
En'sle cheat. ‘Ha reuitaed the push in his face was it'need’ of Samed 
{ave avtention and’ che, coyote waa forgotten, “le'held hs arm over fie 
cheek and hoades for the “earese naighver, Ke. Jay Garrison, and with 
Eis'help wore over to Fr, Willian tarrisoia' 7 “Moen fo gosto the 
Seine, fe'pereuafed rw farriaon vo"try and stitch up the hole inna 




















“gy 


‘This incident however, id not deter Carl from chasing coyotes 
ents tings with the uae of a c2i caltore rifle inaceaa ofa long 
Sides "He"perciase flog ioered volt fotade Sads"tne pursuit or 

coyotes nore Fashionable in fater years 


Te yamnte tong before Card hag a anal bed of cg2tle ag he ext 
arwas haflsTasclonSponittg GID, Shbah she" apodee Taster for 
{feted Footed" barn 36,108 with a tenn, to oe IE foot was Logged’ as 
tet "metdarpenter contacted acS05.08 
eon pat Rite ot tant elag @ oe 
se ree meena Stoves neh tig Lott and ont setthe 
Beant Pa netomat a favors fowl atricel’ealont wen, 
SESTEEY ttdenan ow fume wan-ngyaa fn fron msotee. apex 
262 SE. Ipriafeer renedeiing there was robe for f dosen Hired an 
fpaece a ale sty Hemera rly otal eon 
Eines with planty offeancing rom for all who cane. i 


sn ftely £2fe0on raare wot by since, Cart coved she, fary ad, 
one any Fart choughe to fingol?, "Life mist have more te te chan 
Soriing and Living alone! Soon’he found Rinsel? rovanttealay Anon 
[ediang’in love with Sareres Dunn, who. had’ two children, Helvin are 
Noweys oy a, previous narsiage. They were narried 1p 930" and Lopetter 
That’ nade th8 fare Life plessane and roughe into this workd a daughier 
Sefiene Seviiaa ands son fart Philip Je 


cart was making a success of nie nized feraing enterprise in tht 
Rotman districts bil felt he needed sore pagture for hs expanding 
herd. of, cattle. so found such a. place near Manso where hudreds of 
thee ee°virein prairie. graso ley Setwoen povera?-seall lakes. fe 
Acide ie coPtte thf daeal pace zor fas Tiveavock and’ sold hs 
Seton rare st ao4o to secede inthe Marge disurict, where ne ranched 
POE'GE fears Until vecarenant, ae the age of 73e 


carl PLiuuip Paters ied, on February 16, 1976 at 
apt was Laid to Pert ti a fantly ploc cemetary, inesbirg, 
‘Higou'who' knew bis will senenoar hin ror hia Sicmustastie attivade 
Touards nie aboure and friendliness to nesghbors 


‘the Good Lond will surely Blecs our pioneers for thelr part 
tn making this @ tetber country for sveure generate oa 


Sehoot Days at Rotnun = T renaaber Rotnus School as ny Mgsest 
aoattonal ‘and’ the school, house wast 


front for iunch, sec. 
ita 








yes 





09,08 ground, Ths sane lstt0 aban’ értetoAly cane trom 
Old ana big to ep: speed and 
Sndurance Bra good 





Yany other Eds cane to, Rotaim school 1ike T 414 and stil others 











had bikes, "pony caree or walked in the sumarc” kn exclting incident 
Eoomiplace Sne winter, when tke Witte Sack fantiy, aietred, tosise 
Sha'derniee, gave to detool ina cauosee, “Tt seesd chat: sone Saye 





af been ssSking Sn the eabooge daring. fac 

ibd gtarced: snoshow. Leo Manian had Toft the school toon fer an ane 

Gschosed place and cane tact yelling at the top of hia voles TLE ~ 

HERE" ""Brbryone\ran “out of the achooi and fc 2ooe all che water in 

the school and: suow from ail directiane co douse the flaming serace= 

re, “A charred" fave. structure on Punters, pulled by & auspicious 
Ghat the Sacks Taa'co" go home hat day 





Letts not forget the. schoel ptontes and fold days of 
ars, “Sne Gousntt soe hone tase Lasonade {iros real Lemons 








oof gtotis ity the,ceracna tases, natare nes ant 
they "Stina" grove eopherg’ inthe, spring iike we used ¢or‘Ev 
eirle'couta’ Soin ih this anettine evant = -"tho'egulptent a 
Srinore hide, ellos'asd palls forchasting water” 222 27"0o 
Foreunace gopeers™ 












One teacher stands out in wy senory, "Mies Lovdahl". T vas in 
stout gzada tg. gt soree a2 thee eloes though fer Oning, ery. 
Bhan £.ty*ciasoaaves were, of Gsenan, erwopiant Swedish, telat, 
Sesteh and other parfonaileses, Gel \wé alt aoe along” very’ elie 
Every one envied faite Sarsiaoh with Ma high stepping saddle for 











Reflection of the Fast = The younger generation find St hard to com 
ond or oyon Fealise che aderifices ans hardahipe endured by ano 
Phir generation almost all of whom, are suried now” The Long éaye 
a" yeeks of crow ayesting coil gust £9 groves few acres of Seals 
one think. of tasking wheat Yoda Could wee breve, enasgh 
e,clgee lana by ha olay?" Vebe"wonkr of shone daye had Sunde 
washing plus Sinajor pole in ratetag fatty wniok waa sil. done with- 
Spb eotventeneeas. Let up nor" forget and dav ha appeaciate she ace 
esduled 7 ic, Grandpaceyee’ tnd pamemns during 
SnSTEeufte of their Latour i cues 


























Votvin Byerett Dunn and Yonte Hue Dunn attended Rotnin School. 
‘Thay abe the sons of fea. Card Peters. 






a, Heanes= 








rb 
Subedtted by Mra. Elisabern Petersen 
Quite a few yours bave gone by 


on we cane over to chia provised 
here it vas supposed’ to be 





penlsting the 
SEE Shee tol Seger ploteare 
Hagare and Ghestng wost Could be 
Growing in the soil. 


We wove working a2 cer) Peters 
ae nat Tine, “Pacher had gone over 
$5 this promised land a few months 
carlin. followed with ay five 
‘doped’ enftdren end one, of our own 
Sesb rev onthe laver in the fall 


aang OR PT TORE Plaatae 
‘SUeoetey.” He tomatoes alt, pruned 
nd full of craic 








Eat in aplie cf all ny effort, everything wap black,” can you 
tot PEy sacy teare'T shed Chat corning? Afver ail, Thad « large 
Fanfiy vo food 


Xo stores for alles around and neither soney 2 buy anything, 
3 nd Poor perest, hae dosen'e Enow bow tp 
et soften grinier so Peosid, 


cad? an old 










SxiSE's"havonte sean able to'nake toe 

Margaret, Hang and Andrew ali attended Rotsun sehool. Later on 
we aouaht'art'snecion of lant hong She’sahnsoad feSgh sled an old 
SPURL Sthort “Buriog the’sumer we built a sixerooa house. There 
we ive untll we retired ineo Saskatoon. 


1 stilt Live here and Look after ay Dalf acre of garden and 








enjoy 














Mendon Bank tacinn 48 


‘Seating on Mosdow tank 


1 
es and! Moa. Mateo Peybylakd 


Metro inigrated from the Uiraine to canada with bis parents 
te, ant at Michohag Feytriaks "eh, year Zay?,"at ha age gr con 
Seiray thoy homesteaded anche Seaver Dale aistrict of Sask fe wa 
Ene of the riret getelora there, While afl quite a young iad, Ree 
Bepapiakiwcrked inthe fields along with He ‘tather, ariving xen: 


von HaTGO,Uaera, 10 Anni Dananowich, woh ope eo Cane 
{Rlne teens hac fell they were married. Ge. Prypyiakt bobeht Land 
1 he dodbhegh dastrtee "SaTSC's 1 oise and’ teher batiaing and 


‘They wore blessed wich seven children, all bora on the f= 
with Tether anda midwife in sttondence 


Me, PrybyLiskt served ag a trustee of the local school tn hts 
area tor a'hubber of yeara. in T906 he sold the homestead and. taring 
ES*eanlay, sored to the Torrton areas Sats was abese the beginning 
fish ary years and the crop POsSured hen forced another sove Zk 


D3 


‘That year he cane to_che Meadow ank= Duck Creek dtcrtet and 
opened She 78. BEEe vara, Sn'gh eof the hard goes ee aye 
raj dots tovaat and lots fo wear, Wouner always sew that we that we 
Rad abs garden and cows to"mili © 


ded Duck Greek School, Mary, Svetla 


guages eegr and Seentsy Wa ali sndoyed going go the’aances atthe 


‘There were algo ball ganes, si 
PEELS afte 
melee Oe 
Sete EE oe 

See PAG AT SE 


fing the susie. 


Lees 
‘The Prybylakt Fantly 
‘eaken fn 1938. 
Neg, Byarege Morell of Calgary, she passed evay tn 1964. 
sig, Lives in Florsda- 


‘Fret apd hs wife Ane live in Kalvington. They have three girls, 
Marcelle seffults, "Francia ekavron and Dariene Ciliings. 


Mary, Yea. Adrian Vorberg, they Live on the fare south of Folverte: 
‘the Norbates have chree. cbt lafén, faren Srayshay of Ghiliway, 3:5, 
Ehloe Linde of Calgary and aon Pacer, who with his wife cell end three 
Sons Live in the seme yard and do the Tarming 


Seetia ts Mes. Nike Bohychuk and they Live An Vadena. Thets two 





169 
daughters are Barbara Zaleh and Theresa Matheson of Regina. 


onal’ QIS,A74 HS wife Shisley, with thete two sone Gerald and 


Peter was the quiet, un marsied, muscial one of the Prybylekt, 
fantiyy who woeked fn thd mines in Guatern Caneda. fe pases 
Ep aktolver'tn 1970. 








Dennts, the youngest, ba ite Martel and two children 21 
in calgary, wore he works’ for etty transit. 





In 1960, fr, Prybylekt sold hs farm to John Mtnken and nov 
to Yadena whire ney retired: They took a very active part inthe 
work of the Ukraintan Cathote Chueh, Moto passed away: in Ware, 
Gf Ep76 and his dear wite followed his three weeks 1aver, in Apel 





Respectfully submitted by Yee. Mary Norberg. 


Subaitted by Stove Prybylakt. 
T attended Duck Creek School in the yeara 1032 to 1998. 


T had @ number of tonchere during those years. nanel 
Mekay, Ba farrison, ‘Martin Sordson ind’ key Eobsteon 


Mona 





Afcer Leaving school, I farmed with my parents until Juty 
Join, Ae watch tine Y gntdated in-ene Arved Porees during Word 

ar it.“And served in Ganada and the Unived Kinelon withthe BeC.A.P. 
‘neil ty Giosharge dn Hay 1046, 















Afver sy discharge T continued to fara with my parents ¢i12 
195) when T'vetired fon farming 


Mes and tre Once Rotnen 








i bsteyecl, fe 
Grothe Sacolph bonedteaded 
she Basar ee 


Sista 


atte aray_ to, 


Oucar vas married to Mise 


otlsan Sod They ad’ che 
children, agar, Clisfore 
and fy.” 
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sone farmed five quarters of land. In 1920, Oscar and 
‘Sedues and the Ridd Srotherd vested the 
Until T52h when Oscar 






The Rotnen fatty Lived here until 1936, when they sold the 
tars and moved to Kenora, Ontario. is 
Submitted ty Mildred Maachen (Sanford) 

Twas born in Wadena, Sage, sn 195. My nother passed sway 


tn To2t, we 2ived op te Fathor until ke passed sway 
in 1920, Tent to Willow "Moved to Naadow Sank 




















wore f atayed with Ye, Lancely and hada short tine going to Duck 
Wade achels! Hon Tadved"co-Lylenam Saskr and stayed with ay Uncle 
SI*LAN and attended the Darcnore school here F finished ny school 
foacesingy sivas gid enough 20 go, cut wosking, 1 went out £0 works 
ESE ay Manet aod wan surrtes Seesushy 1539 


Me Lived on she farn in the Carrot River district, we tad @ son 
partner gehts hledey, Teer Sze both mariog no Ve Pave, 
gpd trout to iv for the, bower rede cnatruction, Jy Fygbane 
ftoved Co Nipawin ash in'f976 and plan to retire heres 


and es, Orte Sebau. 





Submttved by Bobet Farertape (Sehas) 


‘asd Hinle Horton 


Me. Schau was born in Yabraake, U-SwA. of German and Danish 
parenca‘ ind Gane"aa Sack. atthe aue’of twos fother was born in 
Brintsude, Saat. fer parente were fagiish. 








Dad and othr were farners all chair Lives, They farmed at 
speosote and Yorsten" Garore noving to abe Duck Gresk district in 
about 1550. 









See fe won 
Harenrel Conntah ana Joyce NeTnness 


Daa pored to the Totnun distetot and bought the sane land as 
"e ‘hogs 28 








” 


Mother telis a tale of tine Soranstad. He asked Af he could use 
se psp handle foro baseball bats He was told yes, but he sexed off 
S RewEie ea per tes that calued for'a'mecting 2 dchost Sound gost~ 
S, Tot wich his dad was’ tomer Jc He faflowed later and Lise= 
hed Snder"the windows, T'dont® how ohe verkdets 





ntly Sophia (Schau) Sohmeey 


Bntdy Sophia Johmeey, was born Aprtl 6, 1980 one of four chtld- 
pon of Iifred"and Hever Sovasey of Springetde, Saskatchewan. Te was 
hore, chat. ae ner 














donn 2030 





‘e'was Hore they shared che work 
Motpiensune c¢°iere aatal they foved Ingo adena tn 2958 it 
‘he Baap the fern fate Sly worked bard ancy te 9h 

shared iv with. cae, 








ng the last yearg, singe roving to liadena, ahe bas beon an 
REapator in he Sin and cellewpbip of the’Drop-in Center 

in ghehasiastic sports fans” Sutly'and Otto wore awarded 
Plague in 1978 a5 the "Fans of the Year" vy the Hagens Rockey team. 








Enily and Otto alee raised a strong and active faatly., Belly 
ip survivad'by Her hastandOeto and allbut ome ‘of their thtrtoon 
Ynclade five song, loraan of Tisdale, Seskatchevan 
‘Toerts, ‘Goarge of flegdeine at) Alberta, tora 
oh iebwidetdey Alga, ase hay’ of Bhurennetdan, vanitobe, an’ aeron 
SEP Ee Restschs’ or Bivow, Seavacchewsn) Elaie, eas Horton’ of Vere 
bora, dasratcnelan, Irene! e ve 
Wittens, of Alan’ Sask, Diane, fies. fe 
Sot Arlatey a lan’ eck Se Sxopoend Live, 6.0.°She'gataiad 
Gased ty one daughters Beatrice’and two sisters, Alice ent Rosey. 



























Christina Sehaiae 


Chetgtion Setmids cane to the Dusk Creek area 4190). she 
vag oops Tete “SSe-tewg"oveobr 3) 1250 of care gare 
Bsoutl Mal attelagan Fah WS Wil Ge ditties 
foots, in'the Toriton arse seved £0 Duck crece wigre their Foe, 2097 
BEELER : 
Seite ohtlat totes “Phas tee 
Siren. 

























Paha Dusk. Crest Schoot. fay ineigente ‘ve recalled mere. not 
BrLLGLStay Sappy anes; whey one 12 thoy) Ot eated to of potne 


Bibetag white aht'can speak only cerman, Ghere ie mich to 








ve 


‘The Schmidt none had a 20-foct, long table which remained 
nat Tength alt the tine ve acconedate the aany travellers’ and 
‘he years, passed tt wes not. sur 

Aopely young bechelor-honesteaders: 

¢ those Fabolous honescooked meals. 


would pat ack Sonanyy aot to be outdone, 
Youd Bo"behind Sin ani'plek st out of Ede" pocket as he went dy. 


Onrdsting sarried John Wook" Parker when 16; a bor, albert 
ne Becams known, wag torn to thes,” Barker 


scltreipns nary inensding ay selber,"“Wariot Toate nas tole a Sar 
Bey RBae fd Neo Sy Gon eipes while terce'Coay’ are 
Soon in tke ener Sov Keivington Sospitel. “iy face, ener Fray part 
Shad ns Sae'aitac Hoe’ tiese Ete worked ters, emis af 
Batts SattisFatna Seng a oiateriy cat sett in sancry. 
Setiie'vEnty etd apect?'eteveliod fa S5"atled'ts gee hue tn'e 
Teeter a UoSlen'Scdste contraption, with's stove snaey Seite 
Stale. 


There had been, a blisgard vetween,the tine wo wont dow to get 
Yom and" our Tatura the tgnde wore ail arifved in with hardepacked 


vag torn in Terontoy Ontario 
Toomidndsey) and 

yy Revels the Saliavead ese" in forones, 
eb Hacchy ‘vo faiirosd in 1500 


eigedesere Gos 
Diontes. Valent’ she passed on to several of her 
SiaeSee TEeS sant rethey tae and Soka aad farfon in'paretehadar. 
Sie etoteath hae wed er 2kat say eure wth a witee face naned 
Hebofataee! Saa’aas a fatkneyenaniivondan cross and's0'me stron 
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tnd fast, on one cessation baring co run she 25 miles to Wadena 
0 ett the Doctor to the Holl iscieod howe near"datwaseees® 


chrdetina Sehatat 


‘Tee Duck Creek hose was the 
8 quarter of Section 26 Sed in 
Shelapring the creak would foo 
oastoy. raft to nit the owe 
a the other states this 
poe durane she da 
Sovan wae helpsng 










% 
Ebtidtt'oe pias lt oP aux 
Fron afe evening mitking, we Ee 
Se) Eee ais 
cneil we snagged into a teary 
"ee ) 


Frog be will, ‘the forse oe 
the rafts “Overtwont the milk = 





shallow water and Finally to safety. Oud was 12 or 23, T'was 8 or 9 
















Sndineluler" soe" or us cold avin's seroke. 
Bud, Toney spd myself wont to Duck Creek School in 1926 and 
and payse pare of tas Lrng benory serves pe well. P 








En'cherfell our nse’year there before going Lochs newly opened 
Brand sehood. ‘i 


BReltey maar the 
sonueh ag the elris 





a andhad a ait of & 









4 


a one to run aero Jack Lacey's field te soo 
seep AST eran ah een Gel 
PP rar Rar eg ra 
Top aftee sot nom Bockae th! nany cows See! tathePine 








Sate say tome, or until ere 

Sebysomneineg 10 vgs gelther fo"walllre'we ebb oFP EE 

nding a rock or going or the post of a near-by barbed 
‘Niny a staple was pulled out chat way? 








ite fence 





‘Teck Drunond lived only a nile sway across the cteld so 
acter we‘vranaferred vo Srand School in-129 fins end Douglas. and 
Seay atiger Shctoe fang Snes" ehte ite fe tcearene tn Berger 
‘Hisar place. ‘ 





witbert "Bud" Baker was porn in 1912, Septenber 16. He was 
ajtorine provege of ash tare, (eieilctor! and’ plaveg bebarl 
athens Eounele Janperes, a ball veas ta cho 1550, /1935 era, of 
tha Kelvingaidestosseonmen, area, composed of young’ farears. They 
fogs preted dood cog, asta ehtog, Stente Snctuden ta Cova 
Hedy Bitte ad@dss Wanaan. Sua cies ae the age of 20 in 3093 
tied ganefere set in his chigh after being gored, oy an Ayrshire 
SENLMAP yes gored’ the night serore an iepercant tatch with 
Baroy lachlan 














As wo, gor older we used to go to the dances a, Mesow Bank 
pana, tulnkStog weg igh for she ng, fades fren tut detog larch. 
nthe. pron chanced over 

pot Core 








End'wetd dance every dance starcin nf dance, anf 
She Tata Route of tne norningr, Aaa ie yes che’ onal fours, 2) 2, 
Srelbek. "One nighe se a dase ar Prank Doylets we danced unl 
Rtas dhon drove fone with the oun coving ap in the frosty day 

‘finer day and ant. co, school afeer silksae the cows (the, eyes 
SLES ast odes hoa: Slatlat® Ss badhoged say) "aad those 
Wndes anefachottasches, lots of assign. ae 


















‘oped appendicitis sn lay 1994, and tad to be, taken 
ai Far Pee operation, ae yaa the end of spring 
Ria Hackaoa hada car ahd 
se fled wore co drsve ber there but 
Pe eof, ate. gee oat 
ix Stoke, panrane seo in before 















hay got. stuck in latf¥e nas 
VaSring that tine her appe 








rs 


‘she, could be operated and though she was a month in the hospieal 
Eades dbadh’ property. caunige, eertous beniah provlens. Ske 
aith of fornerly and a fine 

died 18 Fancou- 






vor at Eke age of 280 


lg perigd Yittred Bros and woot go Dive in the Tosterdiie 
geen TMBPEESEAR Vober hpere, “gpply Histone SaPTES" SRE Far 
ASir‘quateen'es stv/ocite: “Pelles waned te deoatrr'eho 
gelaily soft bali and hockey apd was chosan for the young Ganala 
Ao" Boge T esas £4°0598755 "Htc "Btche hewn tad taunt 
ESE sohoOl anS'ecul gudy/actent'or'¥ gauss tha school wuld aot 
ees pea ablee Por o's 








Subattted by Dente Sehatat 





aprtr LB 
Biota tr a 





Ny grantmorder also of German parents and born in Odessa 
soutowed’ soon afver £0 teceae hie bride” 


Thetz next nove was to a homestead 20 miles north east (now 
yen) ge Tonkton, Hers where my bad, Joln was bora on Decesbor 


On Movenber 4, 1902 Hensy Sebatdt, his wife and on 
Jon, two daughters, Carrie and Ghriatie alone with the: Joseph 
‘alnine and cheir to sone, San arte and hia'ather, Sazos 
(ane Co take up homesteads’ along Suet Sree 














‘There was a Hudson, Bay post bout 11 atles north of Henry 
songtdt a noneetaad’ on tz BO"Se‘und’ tatabliabed rancve 

EevSEe'afeny tb Retboroon orth wo PaPheraoa Take, Joneph 
where Felvinston "soy seandass Tn ™ ToPvte and Fete Prowse 















The ony 
to help out the new settlers, 





when ho train cane through Yadea t¢ teough with tt tant 
sonal GRA Seah tle att a ht 

fics tnaltin: snr Slates Crees cent, tate 
ESULEPUNTIRIZ vote cdase Goa otelaPiag eet s eae 
Sober aiores sosabise teak 














Dad recalia the day a hungry old Indian fellow riding an 
equally thin and hungry horse Save to the door, and Saing’un= 
sil apes efcher Geran or Inglion, sottondd to nia. south 
for’ foods) "Grandna responded oy siving’hn a loaf of Bread 
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for which he antled and rode away. But retumed a few days 
Inket with'& large chunk of neces neat. 











since burned down ) and, los, bern 
Stile of hewn Loge by Tom Ander 





Soe Gad Ghess fenzon in 1907s 


lene tn a quote frog the Xelvington Radio in the tate ids; 
me Old onfsinal Henry Schade place will alway hold a rir 
Place in thevhoarce asd nenortea' of everyone, who, 

We Gooras “he kinaliness and warm’ given co atbs 
feet ie eladicional of honesveaters cava. 








extract, fron a letter of » lady to her sister tn 
oncartedescsitine bar fret visit to'the fone OF Hire and Mra. 
Henry Scheidt? 








4, CESAEN gE yma atin fron none ch ated. cat 
Heimer ee ae ghadatts hoses Thad never net. then before, 
Thay rook i gave us the best of everything 
hey had tn 











tenene'te play LE Se1SS0E°E aif ard yeahh" srfr 
Step fine singing in both Gersan end fnatiene 


hen we went 20 retire we fond ve wore 
vies, Sehaided toon ror ourselves and’ sa"y. 
ulead a Garon style in sxe large Seathor 
Gallas we had always Seon used Co. “Jo no 
Shab nagis"and rose rested sad Pefrashod 








Me felt we had rade new fotands and then agatnet. 





in 2010 Dad tools up the So $a 9 spout astablssning 
iow Letts go to Liverpool, England, Tae tarch 21, 1013. 













the auprese of Seeiead 12 Soa Sh Sataga 
Intiprity caceh the’ train vo hey were at SY son, 


ary Erschery Soo had preceded’ he entre Shey penta 


sr aad te Jack Cowan wege tovesteading I 3 24,36 apd 
sopeed he Jose, ow chat was fuse ext door (abouts nile) 
che SEiniat toe on one Side and aon, Jannte honsstoad on th 








eee ‘Hight Shroush, Covina yard. 8 ite! apa 
nother pratey aon, Alias Hooker: wa rn 
SCE Rid‘ thas Gosued otay to: nim thoy vied che hrot- en. Apel 
25) Toles noved into their own ouse and abe haa’ boot ‘his hoube= | 
Kedper efer since aif, hearty and TFPI. 

















farae visit, 20 the 





hg stork made 





on February 27, 1917 
sennalt Rouge wick trang, and followed Sheough the, next 25 years, 
Spee oeteds Secdune 19; Sar, orale Febrasy 3, 2526 and Fornon 
oh August 20, 1552. 
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‘The year 1937, Dad had put in, bb, Saskatchewan wineers and 
other Radvendared’20-. They" agreed chat milder’ clteates were 
Gelding.” Seon Hoventer 10 we Loeded ap our 1029 Oldsnaetloy 
$lea'aSGeail slesper traitor Sehind and headed wet to che 
baloy"rfaser Talley ef Sritish Coluobis where liom; Dad and Irene 
BULL Liver Gerald fives at Cibaona, 8,"Cry Yarnén an Alteatens 
Sntarto and 1 tn'the sunny" Okanogan Gailey’ Se Sriviah ‘Colanbie 














Ny feree teacher at eopool was lies Yona okay, a lovely 
tolerant iady. “She wag cSilowed Sy lisa Bra Harsiaén who wa 
Sot "there lone enough for te. to pase fedgeaust «1 believe she 
NGG guSEine #5r “ona when, she wal ack. “Hers vas Martin fordsen 
Sed Boaily fsa hy EXCGa200,“Stocher aovedy lndy wien T iearned 











Gutadran astending duriag ay gehool yeare socluted, Eamneth, 
1) Wiina, and Jean Donald, feady and Rosella Avery? Farry’ 
i) Bare dod Pyle fatdah, ToeloaGowane eeatty k Lastoe 
Setrery Hy san’ Beever fete oem etal Jee asf 
Noore, Yary"s brother and of course, ny'sister irenes) 

















write eising” 


1,04 soe, ve, mrorien anc a, Om nrning 
y corougy furiehee spurts t guaely et pact 
rine onthe step. sietpunSad to open the 
Ehstdog which cave nadly barking and left four tang holes‘in my 
Ls itebaag ge T being tov bashed vo teal Man Hokage 












‘rr, Dordaon had he protless to, with an elastic band 
wielding seadente fired. grains of whede and biekahoy at Blo. badd 
Beis aths'he"Riy wrote on she Backboard. "fe aise: ound tn 
is" chair clshior a aelcine snowsall and thinbeacke ast to 
seeefon toe Bac, Sooty argpt on Me, Sead fron pefting snow 
Salia fn the Sracket: chisney under watch be see. 














ue vhfoagh an taisiation by Joyes Aeopinness who tad hong 
Ee for leegtiais. Sung foil races purists an an'nton 
School yard, ne trying to stay abead and Jeyee trying £0 catch 


oe 














hap afvernoon on reaching tone T be out ny hase 
shorty shelgave ne a trash cutjcharetore allowing ne Sore enerey 
Sor sien! work. 





1, noe ny iret, strapping troy Vises Tiekay for passing a note 
( osen“birtea oit'va\SePhaughty ) from the girl im front of ne 
tolthe ciel Behind, flo nanea ploage ” they will know. 





I reached erade etext in Sune 1997, naturning one after 
noon in'Secover'f oexleve t¢'vaas"20 get piecuressof the whole 
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Submitted by Trene Schmidt 


iy eranétachar and grandsothar Seni, alshough of 
Sere ageSee'T la" fesSiy afte wher’crasaadre parordey ss 
MeErother and Stavera, they fater aoved to Toftion, daskax 
Teheatt warty fear ad SgetisradRie” Shay faraed here 
SEENON cigs Sha estado sank wears crartna Fock ep 
Cispstent Se YP seating an Fase the BE oh 





Wyratner, che Corer Alice llogker, vas born in Southport, 
tanas, Bacland’andvcace > Carsda glone’with her parents. ane 
Sfoter, Restle IAy! “Sncte ack fosver was alpensy Here, out 
Fe'tetiened te Sicland wie" the war rove 0 











ay nother in eur adel? “ord. 
Wane’ en'T ged to go'with the 





fe bad our, tong Yol 
aghrap and dtd a6 open aetn 





severly cold weather. 








cae ae there was a wire Penge down the atdale of 
che schoolyard in sy early days to gohools “ye soye played 
Snrone sidevoF the glayeroind, the girls o7 ine other’ otto. 
Round fhe snatde of the Fenes surrsunding cho yard wore Severs) 
owed Futrows to act s2 aire guard in dabe of gras Pires. 
Roreinately, we never fad as) 








then T was 10 years old ny pareste, bought’ ne a red pony to 
ite tovsohoahe "O36 aot RCW eloter there tere 1 

thes on the roads se we gassed over, the culvert the grade 
Bsceathes seseps the poay slipped and cal! se ser side Sn the 
ipede with Sgr gt poles piers was Sau, crders> 
Eee" Seater, “Gs she: sraveny atengeled to regain Sar Feet T 
wid aole"Zoveiele Laie Airber pat cach og abe atged pars 
Seistip'e Lefties “Eventually we Soth gor Sack on our feet! and 
SSnesned on to school 























ty tancher, during ny age aohool ypere was tone Yefay. She 
aso Chught“by beouhers Dennis wro now Lives sear Poncdctons i 
Soineet rocker, Gerald also attended Dick fresh school for awhile 
UQHGR we dofte’te nov aites et Gltsone, 3. Cr Ternonythe 

youngest 4 in Alisoon, Oneerso. 
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‘Thomas Honry Seed 
2, Tones leary Sept or tarry, ae Z wes brows bogs tn 


Ragland in tne County of Lancaster’ on June 26, 1908. 
TeGher was ithard Henry Seed, a farm laborer 








Nother, Clara Yargaret (Qatth) Seed. They yore both 
English: “T'have one, fetter, Willian hrzhte Seed, born tn 
ERdland’'on Pobraary 6, 2010- 








Zp the spring of 1911 we eane to Canada ve Wadena and north 
so tendo SGP achat eet fred HB Ect 8 58 vaad, ana 





ugusn'f'was ten Years 014," T'wore co. Orptngeon ane 
BoE cbattoa’ to BOSE" cpaek,asntol even This ce 2922, 
Eclool SoNteup at hones rwovhod as bore witch S90, thas 





‘and we doughy nf 2 


‘In 1991 T parried Stetta Oatertt 
2 Peon athe and eid 











le bave a big garden on our 1ot and cp fahing quite a 
aoe, tleohvieke Si Raeliys” fe have one Elel and fotr oye 
Se'taa epee Sony. 





‘he Seranstad cantly = submitted by Olga Patrick 


Nfcholat Seranstad cane to Canada fron Worvay tn 1006 and 
agp he A ies ep to 
‘They wore married Juge 2, 1916 fving on tn Winnipeg for a vine 

SEP Mote ChAgs SpStik) tetng tors Sher 














aati wp 8 hopestead nor 


ota unePe their other fave ehtldr 





‘Ded, not being a Sarser, went back to Me formar o°cuy 
fon drag, allahas*Sfesis Se, werbg for the Searde Erste 
SBUPEDY, [7 oteLalead Seationery ofthe Searie Grain, but we 
Chiadren all thougte se stood for Scransta 








Ye attend 


ora school at "alviht21, only two and one halt 
sites fron Rone: 





Lite all children, we got, in a bi of trouble. We bad been 
oe coatn eae mene eres Be 2nd 
aay fell : fo Inia hin inthe straw 











Zoateny to gltan wis fond be eele'aeeed tra" 
Sor any sedical problens. 
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Enter an apotetrs, ® perman~ 


fd goon we were. 
2 added: 


She Kitenen and another Sedzoss 





sfovgye ghileren tag to guar astool es ougan., Our tres year 
wo 221 fal’ sinpa, oie afvar the sther, so missed a lot of school 
rathea’ tong noLiday, 


Shortly after we cane to, tendon, Our cousin, Sven Hanson, | 
any fuom Repwmy ead stayed with aay” he text fear Sig brovhér, 
APNE cASe qna"cualed hiazels tena Ploserand eo fe iived on the 
HiGseeend farm in tooway. Arn! married Vavel Lindstrom, who 
aught aehool at Rotoany 





The following year, their 
father case fron Heway and hs 
Save nes Hane’ Anderson, Srother 
Join also arrived and dacer = 
Sat changed their, surnane, £2. 
isgtrands” Toy eutte a, tue 
aouthgf our. tooe place, now owed 
Sy'Cart twetaee 


‘Te cousine all worked with 
Daa on elevator work. 











ic. and Sven 1av 






Yanftoba and sine 


tines iste. 








Mes OMe. N. Seransts 








ude a pew gre-atord 
Houser “Ae thet eine Nae decided 





te etay hone and do the farming. 








Dad retired every fait, but when 
sony Suet and sage, ov of fectrouen 
SF thas he stayed bons dotne carpe! 


ca salty" acter’ a fon yeare 











1 


Nother and Dad travelled quite a lot tp their later years, 
twice to'Worway and wineere uslally at the fast or West ceas 








In 1960 shey celebrated hel 50h wedding anstversary, and 
ny could ayperdook Sack on 33: yeare spent invahe focnan Hlatrtet. 
Jiother served'on the local school board’ for sone Yours and bath 
Yothor ard Baa inattunentain organising pe Socal Evangelical 

Heee Ghaschy. thoy iived on the farm anefa Dad passed away in 1961 
and nother in 19e8. 





gehanST3ti8, chatted ber achooing to tankiahe 20 went to 2uoyte 
She haa her first shop ietbads in the Tingland fone, ‘Ryrele 
Sotgerson and ‘nyael? stayed wick her end wore to school Uheres 





ater Sylvia oved her shop to 
‘bernard 





Dene sega 









ire Soch-ravired.” they have’ one. son, Sarey wig 10" married yith 
Gio chilaran andthey dive nearoy. bernard and Sylvia spent a 
Ube Se eiee et the lake Zn summary also sanage to cone back co 

Hendon Giateice quite sfven 20 sheer ep on the rest of the fantly. 





Stgtved wort tg Rotman Scheel for a shore, white, thea on 
gavings were with Dad on slevator wor for avhiie. "Tn 1037 he 

deed Uastuscn and’eoon afver chey neved £0, Sumy Chen, 
Haldia were fe souzte grain for Soe years. During the var 
ynoved 20 Sanereal, were Sig was, a aackinist, tastractor for 
Eanadlan Propelivos. they cane tack to farm in Iki. 




















‘They had four ehtldren who all attended’ Hotum School Carel 
vecact’ a nusae so Lives in Hooge Jem, she Se married £0 harvey 











Leslie "ae, $0 8 lator 


an LOPES! LADO HESS TPA Rag Ba 


‘he'fe'narried Zo daria Atkinaone 








sa Ldves at Iaconve, Atberca and ie computer and fel 
Fnologiet with lisdree herscelture. 





Yayne worked for Sask Tel for many years, then noved to Salmon 
‘itadtere fe works for. Bats Tel fe is’narries ts, cercrade 
snbeng and above cti2areny ‘stg passed 








went to Rotnin School, then cook her Mah aahool tn 

c siti 

‘gay ‘abel and fnbel Garrison aid Tighe housebespin 

fora couple Se Vote, af ta knew Saw Eo" cooky se fe wan't 

ite Esporte, a’ Sty wee fone orgry weekends snd the ethers 

FaSeT would concoce, : etaing, 1tke pancates, giving iva fancy nave 
abel haa’ fhe reotpe on réquesel 















vingyon where ghe td hatedre 
hey baa Tatee ehildsens Coraidy Patllete ane 











ss 


Gerald and Me wife) Marguerite own and operate cho Golden 
Zoyora at Golden, Su%; {hey have four hlarehe Patricia and 
Sep Eads ain’ Sank rg foee children ana Step Pato seven 

















sonath stg eet onde aes ue ehttre and 20 
Srive fn, aswell’ as ths lahaws service stations 











19d & stove, Locker plant and the Auction 
Varker’ st felrington aneil ehey sold, ous an Boy and revSees, fay 
tora ioe of travelling, since purchasing a motor howe but sell 
‘ke those hone in Hollington and are eijoying their tres tine. 











fag (Nagnss) wont oxt on elevator work after he lef 
grhogls Sa BE HSL abchald fav atey nove abd 

Auction sales, acting as fds clerk,’After getting a oie of prace 
ELgsVER Gueti neering ho dacided wanted to Secove ope se vel2, 
Sheow fee ee ele 











as narsied Hilda Andeegon of Vadona who worked ag marcos 
sy contined to Tive on ene farm 
seein forte Eo tng northern subskices of Yadera 
‘Thay operated she adena Auction Tarver anct? Jan. foe wen choy 
Sold URES Feed Lots Ghetr dacchcer, ‘arcella actended hoe 
Sehool, took Sstenesa College 17 Sealatoon ang later married 
feriin'totarson, how. oaie chair hong in Sénogeon 
Toorkig after three orslarens Son, sredly 
ig fas Ong man end, Tasting she local niche apace 
finan ray Since fis vareiage to 2 


jo dn serd-ratired but Stiit lifes co Heap his hand 






























Nabe went fron Rotaus Schoo) to Yadena igh Sehool, then 
gn, .o'Bitlates! viata she" eseorad’Gaterelfoepseal cp Secdoe\ #9 2.7. 
She'Gontinved to nurse at the Cereral acer graduating, ehen went 
$0° moras in daitax derang the var years, There ene set Dot Vacth- 
Seetn' ao had” folnee the Hawg VstlonS Eocpe end sus Laversing snd 
Siege Tiger adriags, Ueyschoe west Por Srobr boneroony Ded fad_ 
Emactor and trailer as it was haryest tise, After such triad an 
sinors hewas sede’ covvake the Hilla with iia toed and enjoyed 
EES Giperttcer ep nave four chiddcen end ant the fay f 
Recents; sonttawién) is in ioturancey Following te fathers. Footsteps 
TazptedabeaeeNs" Lada ‘andDiate idve tn Waterss. Tavel era Bon 


conbinue tovdive in Yeceeige since their reviranescy sat epend a 
fox fence te 


Eafe Sineoe sn the sumer wierd they Fave & 
Goat and In she witeer ehey go ssuth wish the binde, 





























Aina, our baby etater, want to fotiin Setool, apd then took 
hres yous af Iwo fivers fibia Thavicive, ae. carida Sacks ta Pur 
She'lelt for frince iupere where che married Howard Tefvager, r= 
Serty'of Hendon. 
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Witle living theres Alna was always bony, deiving ntlk truck, 

dental asstsstant, she Liked vo ery govechiny’ newt tier spendise” 

‘Sone. years in Terrace were both thelr ehilaren were born 

Soved Go Suzrey sets there Alt opesaial the Sodar Grove ote! 

While Howard worked an the office’ of 2:0. highways at Cloverdale, 














In T97? they sold thetr Motel and retired to Tanloopa, where 
hots ton farey Leas HATES retad h’yoshtudtenaha'th an 
Acconplioned wiaician, operacing & music store tn ‘contre 
inthe etty of Taslooba, Saugheer Laurie, aise ar accomplished 
Mishetas ata’ Coachor, She 1s°narried and'Lives in taccoever, 
she still hae a posision pertaining te fducation, wick Se, 'Ge 








Subattted by Alna Toftager (Seranstad) 





Prat toncher yas Miss Burnes, the year 1927 1 think. Others 
los Bryant te, Spencer, Misa Dasha” flsa Clodstros aed 
itch, the teachers inva wing as a cllud ware tre nodele of 
betavior, dress, langaage and Wowiedge tor the"dscease” 








et several of those teachers in recent yeara and was 
Sorfind liiss. Bryant te suche enall indy. "She stoned co 
Gyr © Oe wien T vas inthe lower” grades, She 15 a eet 





. Uindetron was teaching, 42 nade ne feel quite tm 
portant. co earty her noves"so my costa, whom she later Sarried 
Beate ring hia notes 2 ber. 











5 F often bad a ride to school 
ine Leslie and Twgitd scoop ap snow ana 
akg, stownatne’ ard she would thon then ac" Rodney the Henge fo ga 














iy mipyo sora, toot, patne ad grognty vee. 12 
sped SE pata OE OHS RE SEN eee 
SPARSE SP = 











During tstory class, T renenter making acta of aves on a 
arrow strip of paper,cutting slite oy the sare of Fite fanty VIZ 
rs Afvelfesing the’ origsoan eyea En She pletore, 2 
to Ube Pace? F ekink Santas cn ar and obfers cot the 














rancigt36,03,228 ONE f0y or rove yar, ware bog in 
SHLEEES god tos pandeltdfedn. TEanr2 it anaging ‘how snare anf got 
Sid"are thanks for good health, we afe enjoying tisee” tm 
































ve 


Submitted by Sylvia Suttle (Serausted). 











Rotmure Hendon disertet. for forty 








barrier and ty 
‘Pfannoe recall 








sched by 





1 not attend Roun Sehool, an I had Pint 
‘Me moved fron fidvihiil fakes where oy 








oth oy parents bad orkcinaly cone frog tomay and Dad setne 
carpenter of trade, gorsed’ for the Searle, Grain tge-nany years. 
$ SSrPstili renenser’ eke See. wo lived on, Sec-li-3o-13, three 
Enl’Gad hale tiles salt of fandon 20'5e obacts 








Bernard and T are now retired 










Swomited by label “eer 








‘The Seranatad Pantty. 


Subnttted by "abel Soranstad (Garrison). 





Tyas born and raised Sn the Rotmun dtatriee on he tit12b 
seus, PSegrteg achosd in Jal ae the age of Pye, provauiy’to veep 
By Rebate Eostle company: fy fines coaster waa S151 Seice of adera 











egrets MME Dave, bad 4 vorkae of veer 0 
Seleol whlch Baa Seen declared & 8 


wachers for in June 1930 
Sethe Hctorta task | 








T can recall after writing exans all day, T quite often had to 
bar aitcey as 0 ercrariieatss 
NEES GPPErangporcacion wie tne totes and bigeye 





65. 
serch PRE Eu tava ten/a eat conor an, he bone of om 
for highthigs “Samp Evate,ana\t always seened to want co sweep our 








‘wo of the annoal events for which I have fond manories are the 
Ghrtetyas Concert and che end of cho. yoar sehgol pleniey Z ean still 
Easee the, good Ranevade ice erean, mage with fave of rich erean and 











Segeiesdolinea' Ror ote fy"Fand'sn Seranstadve wooden tee cream 


of mp slassnatgs vere Sylvia Harrison, Selaa Soderquist, 
vate and Navel Seranstad. {ifow a eiatefein-iawl 





1 wae racried Sn 1997 to Sig Coranatad and our fire, howe wis 
aa Sunny Glen Sagé., where be volghe: grain, unesi Tok2y hes we 
ete erga etc aa avradniniae. Ea fot we moved 
HRS expanded cur operseiina, anvil Sig passed avay an 197%. 








srasen!,28Y Fented the faon and am presently Living tn the tom of 


ur four children are seattored, Wayne in Salmon Ar BoC. 
carole, in Nose Jaw and two youngest dapreers in Alberca. 





Submitted by Yayne Seranatad. 


sea ESET TOS EEE SEE I Sere 
Stay Gia | Se ‘ : 





alee, eat flew by ve eee a ty tn 8 
eee Le eee eet 
Bray ae fos Eel atin towered CPAs fata 





Dad Segan faring on ay grandfather Garrison's farm and in tine 
wo sore elaters arrived, Lvafie and Devote. 





og ENS Wade MED lR, HESS/SEd Sheen” stes Fatatbe Se 
anvand "oom engan can of water. fhe yotton cane oat of She GObeEeRna. 
SEGLYENS GRISERRE 458 Gx" SoS apoctonce for. . 


Carote and I were. the careta) 














Soran oeitrfOHaD truck and ts 
Blay?sSE RE BSE Sleuhtothbea he toes to win al Shoes’ 













TT Oa 
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Meld nests were held at Nesdow Sank and Wadena. 





Afver leaving Ish achool 4 Vadena, T sarried Gerturde Schileon 
bere of Finderslys 11a worting for Sasks Tels fe now have two children 
Bosgiae are 3, ahd Chery age 12 yearas: 


‘ie noves bere to Salon Arg in the sunny Okanagan, in 1974 
land an presently employed with Bt Tel. "= 





Subattved by Carole Johntone (Serasstad) 


iy penory $= undoutedly not ae sharp as that of sy erandracher 
say Gatgloony There ave howbver, a few seaccered recollettions. abit 
‘iebnom Sehood aayss 





seg SURE es tates hat IE 
SORE eee eh oh ceety Petes 0 ta ees, te 
Ser eT ree SH srt ite fuenets as” 
Sig Een actuaries 

















wepy Ret PUR ME TOL SE 
ee Se Saas 











‘hen tn 1952 T started a diary and with ite Belp recat] a very 
coutuctng’ jours Hise Varion Atlen yas Hired as superfisory teacher 






seein He ES i ee ie 
visage coursea, Weg fotnon finally did hire a teacher, 
een" fos3 ot egtlon 
ylnbbatioa Sat ane Bthy Tread 
Toraitap te Godayt 





Fighe trail, forvin oy ai 
he new eeacher enrestenc 





Besides the confuston,, 1952053 also gave us a lot of fun. That, 
was che"year He SHES Soha! totk pare, fn'princing s newspaper and 
NSLAESD EOV'SELiS"Sany of ua have prosabiy ever fengoteens 


Another aspect od Ti NeGrenara'a tern was ie spregs on peatness 
cicaedtnets?*F ospeckinly Feceil his emphasis on twaiking into a 
c'eEEchons and, Sestag a drlap, svarened cablecloth on the titehen 

woven Ghough the advice Leite always iaplowonted in later years. 
injression retains on ny minds 


hen Yee Nedronera Lert, tn Jane of 1953, gur school, orn wit 
agugeuanenge Hes Rey Og’ benape Sy hia‘ cfog Sar cians ead 
Seieties and chase re aM acids tanta ita: Gaekatteres ue of 

SUSTTEMSEahaark oe 100% in sur JUne'2950° exams. in not sure fow 
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‘auch monay she bad to spend, but her Ades really motivated a. 





As this term ended we ondoutedly were, very anzious to leave 
‘Rotpun Shook and gat on with songehing SetgenFny Only now when 
tie have. Que renortae to raed on, do wo reales chat Rotaum WAS the 


Sageese™ and soos! 
Subateted ty Laslte Atkinson (Seranstad). 


F yas fh, ohted thd orn to Sig apd Mabe, raced he yaar 
AEH sehne aan nth, teoct S726, fate tov eo thee 
SE Tree tenes en Wil sitters foam, Sec So 
HE leteans MS'EESGnaton wore Saris" tole May Coser sha Arlene 

















Sone of ny nose vivid nmortee of gehool day was ny inter 
ateiske othe’ saltiplication saoiee and always seemed’ eo mana 
Eo'nies school on ste day we ware £9 ba sent eo the Sound to writs 
















Lake wy brother and slater before me, T bad a stint st, being 
caretaker. ¥y ‘first pay choque was a real’ thrilit After graduation 
Froestadosa hight fogecon to fnivgretiy in Regine. f groduaved a 
afospival taboraory.Seeamotigtet "in 2086, 











Spluying qatuaton, {worked Sp Yann, an staan 1 
ypite Na-Te TF thon took your. to, return to belversity in Saskatoon, 
SLi lathe tap sghiers port oF Prabtatge. Says Bt my evita P Edo 
Sphtes SME HERE Diodes ae Satan Set GPE 
BIBLES She ee 20"r han 

















Te would anan T have becone a pare 
yy net bird BR ETRE 





Subniteed by Debbie Seranstad. 


vas the youngest of four ebtidren, two steters and one brother, 
born G0" Sig. and’ Habel Sorangead. ay che ¢tme Tyan ready to. stare 

Bedok sySolder sister testis was being busewd Co Waders, for fer high 
Sehoot! Pnever ringed wailing Co school by syesit, fer T recall whee 
Fin'tt'nas"to atop and put uf 00d for the raseies. Not that T could 














a 

rear then, but 4f T didn't happen to, Like the nena for the day 
Fecth always Soave vies e” Le inthe aizeh along ere way, Hoping 
thevpateies would find ie. 





Don Leitch was my first ceacher for che fine vhree years 
sy. nose ivid Pesolaaceion was singing solo "huloiph Tes 
Hshdeerss Atived dna brand nev Fed‘veivet dress, noodless to say 
Blnging dia not becow ny careers 


In 1964, by oh 
bad been nade £9 elas 
Hoyd'Meados of tendon was ny inse teacher, Larry iwetdr was a class= 
rate of sine through public and high sensei. 


















saduated from High School Sn I97T and afver aking a ye 
‘Portravels In 1978097 











Again tn 1972-74 1 apent six nonthe in Yew Zealand and Austraiia 
tang chia Toclzed.t2'san las eo Complete ny eduescion, In 977 T 
gesotsae fron he Dehyoradey in Sankaoon sn Land Uae abt Phvoron- 
Upehbradge Alva, at eke Eegeares Station and later wich Alberta Tish 
Sts Uaflre inn fese.1 thn wonton ous permanent ponitign 
rope Zechnelogiet, wh Sy erpueyele 

















Suontteed by Marcella Hokanson (Scranstad) 


but Tao 





Yy nenories of Rotmin, School days get a bit Dany 
roneabbe ay Tenchore aid Chasooatesfor‘the' wont pare! 





Zn grade T Me. Yarcourt was my teacher with Robert Ladubec and 
maecy"Lepare ny’ élagsoaces, Then cane frank iadranara, “es cuter. 
Bon Lestehand for\a fav vonche Yarion Auten did fer duty in helping 
Kkeop our cohol open for want at a teachers 











Z can remerber the cold winter days when we drove to. school 
with the Robse and voboggen, seing hot oricka to Heap us warns 


Another menory £8 of everyone drinking water fron a pail ant 
ann bits the "Shae alppes. ALY wone-well anno" thought of gemma, 
Ghial'welrsuna’a dead Bouse in the water supply. 





tes and ire. Hayne Smith. 


Dayne and Gladys Snith cape to, the ateurict 

an april o3ly they Lived onthe c2.t rT. tn the. puamer of 1934 they 
on diagesces Hada Fantly OF three,” sans 

fers and Garienes ns? iA dere cpiiial: 








‘They retired én Wadena. layne passed away, And later Oladys 
arried Her Gegrge Canpells After Cporgs paseed sway Gladys. moved 
TEEiEatbn, She"now Bas aoved Zo Vanniper were she hae retired: 
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weton and Laverance both want to school at Duck Creek. They went 
tron April 1854 tilt the ond of dunes 





urgop was in the Aneriean Air Force, Tn the second Wor}d ar 
he served Pron 1940.9 1905, fe sade che Services his Lifes career 
Eha'now inves &2 Moria, 





Lawrence vas in the Canadian Amy Serving over seas in the 
seconf World Ware 





Lawrence sow Lives in Wiantpes, bas a fantly of thre 





try and tre. Severt Sunde. 
Byetyn was, the onty daughear of Severt and Toes Sunde,,Thay had 
noved {nt5"eMe"sathua afon afer’ cone fron south wostern Saskacebewan, 


‘for g vine with Tnea's nother, “ea. Distad, and 
‘TEE REET eke land now Smet dy Ken Leiten 














Yes. Distad, a widow, Tater married A,P Anderson, owner of the 
oct store int ape atconied Duck Greet as well as focmun 








od Duck Grae for a tine in 





a rig. gouty, Stoert whtpele ates 





ova vita FOTETTE Mart insce was born at Seda, Norway, conta to 
SMasMSeth Sataca with her mother, brothers and sisters in 1896, 





Afver Living in the U.Soa, for sone tine after thet narra 
se. ARSE TEARELER Sotea"td Brapocy Seabarchorans in 1930 they 
‘Syed Sz CERT SEEN’ Rhets Pandy €6 the Rondon = Totnun area. 





rst tra. Torgerson Ant of ehete gaughtors: 

aeegnted Seegen feof eh 
elved their sehooling. in 
Biapee. 


ig, Torgerson was 
bay moghag rope ahd 
hg butter using her foot to 
snsrate, the chore sisie 
Herof Seating op che ste 
‘us, dfatrict she took on the 
sehost and en shel ea cc 
ad Seen ‘sorutbedt 
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ey t Yes. Torgerson are both renanered azong the netghtors 
tor their thoughful heap and gave a helping band to anyone in need. 
HSSEederton'nas sldwte 2of many of Che babies born in this area. 


on wnaushoad, ho Lived og oe next, fara to Syeny sega of 
SequPravdn'ets hthe"scene nathout Fesstacden, offering to done 








Many good soctal gatherings were in the Torgerson howe snd 
pote nd Sanger dauckters, Littian and Frances were ereat ete 
PlhSbes"Gnd pedele Loved o'hear than singe” A great tavorive oF 








ERE"Ehse ab sireck of the og 97". 


‘5. Torgerson wore able to celebrate choir 65th Wedding 


cape 
EBgethal, wisn siete family and Srlendoe 


Anniversary 








‘ies. Torgergon passed avay in Lanigan hogpizal at ace 90, and 
sven latar at's Waretng Nove Ih Seakatoon, age 3+ 





Littian Coen (Torgerson) 


owas the f4fch ghild born to. & “la, Svan Torgerson white 
hoy wete Living af Plapot. "ip all we were a fanity of seven 
ehilaren, brothers Gilbert of Lintlaw, Perey of Fiapot, Sidney of 
Sehgary tod sinters 











sie, Spencer of Survayg Dates frances Laiteh 


fo Kardivon oF dusenel, 








s Eyimeried String coon of Tanigay tn cubs 20M: Be bad novel 
to tanigan in 1095 ang seine a pharwclst, bad purchased. a drucstore 
WrBeoperated uncia Secanber of 2078," Ue ve purchased a hou 
TOME ATEarPSht are tow enjoying aur retizenent.. 

Yofhiee a fesiy of te cfaSdrans Carih end Ms wife, Trane 
have two deighcers, Kendre an! Ananda end thoy Tive in Saskatoon. 
Bawgatte GLAPSGR tor Custard, Garry sruska have one daughter, 
Redan and ‘Tie Sn fissertyy Bete i 











We, spf Mee. Yartin Twotde, 
TusEEted" gp ella swetee 





tour and the’ sane, of Ostavery the 





Dakota fara howe and the end of our 
SESE and chlidtand of te, Shadrens for 

tine'we were'e sober Bunch” 
ey deaving the old none end 
ail our frlanes and ehoot saves. 









ia 






Jo dave, driving east and west yet 
Ssng’nd GePincte main rons, 05a 






te 
te 
phate ween 
oSedPP Hage he TS, OS ee tue er 
our atone point and oraced stones pgainst 
I EB teen A Ss weetaces ate ey 
Te re aro gery ers phot 
wide Setiat Sthfer adr inehtt te eat nae 
fe Seek cholasens °° om 























‘Shep te drove on co Sheho snd then to Yaena. Actor a shore 
tice sfPlnapooton Share, we wonc, on, pores end foud we were az the 
vet at the duliis Jolneon farm, our Journey's ead. The’stal2 
ine osm roo" downsunirs ans doalleh speeairg, yor wo found 














Tig nent day va Sunday. T reyesser “ip. apd “os, Carl Sanson 














A osk of, good waster continued, 39 we vere able to, got sone 
ad. efovgn"pur trong with tose of oct glowren ad nog”, 

Schein Lrasehala of crewing. o6yas Sister TaSle;in the” 

fo, Tai “arrfod and they Iived at tle Tendon school widre Moy 








iasulnecan goes propred 05 a8 gaze Ue 









ASE ar as 
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‘abel Hlenrdecta Dreseler (Iwetde) 


1 cape fron Plaaa, Torch Dakota tn October 1024 with ay 
hen inioey testers 
Sela STZ aleenfea tyes seat” 







phiniles east of 0 








Our netghoors wore a very friendly and grand people Like the 
tansons, farfoonss Hobteva, farrisons, Selergutacey ‘chs and “any 





E recall it was a cold vinter,the tomporatures going dom to 
50 or more’ tetow eros “Bus facher'had tolls there wers san 
Jraited'Shacborg aod partelages. They wore 99, tare ya: could: just 
Brecht an fit ches oh tbe fad) co 9° courea Carly {ifved and cot 
SE Gir ute’, ches across the show to ge sow ‘or’dinner. Yo tad 
Seon. told thie shez'ware cood fo sat, Roveter; we ound bit that 














me sail cane in to, tendon by ora 
SSRE'AE'SY plate’? Setness in tendss then. 











sap} Htgt9,0205 330 ally tornnacon a wie bors cata 
saples Tack, "Ble yosng people of our farshy aise, et argund Sy an 
fron Heddon driving out to our fara sy dog sier and pulled vy five 
dom. 


tn 1029 T sarriod a dashing sctget teacher, by the nase of 
nudy Beessiers who cava 20 toad ae Vicesraa Pept Sohogt near endo. 
Fad Toeavion’sov 1s jist a oig grain field, we lived ab tictorta. 

fans fora yaar andvn raved to Eharehintdge, Santaconvans Tay" 




















Suinstted by ALored J. Ivetat 





Z inpteraved, with ny pareste,, fron Plaga, “orth Dakota, T.3.A, 
arriving Inthe iendon area's Detdbor 17@be 








fo PRT SOE ayy hae 








vartin and aria Jvetde, oth of Yorvogian doscens, had eight 
guinares divine and anf ot Ope were wich elon wien ehef cave t0 
Sudadas Sellar Garay “abel, Aisves, Metvin, Donnie, seiner vere 
te hiseren who trelgraced: Donaid was bofn on ehd farm in the 
Hotnin bisersers 





3, ccas to the forth ere th Sets got Ax precy sae 
SesTAGMa sgrisons “as EFetally the cohosl entolvwhe,inelided Rath, 
Sebouatana tgs, triennial and gy ane furs." 
fetels Helin and altved tweldt. 1 
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FE comlutetopZighh cde 0h: sate shen wae 
cqacil paint a, teeta ian enc 





Sigs ata Pacase serenatad, Vary and Gxen’Srana, Lasiie Garrison 
‘geet 


renories of my school daye were the yoare te 
Hisields stove, gbing so thatthe school wen warned 
Fervings aod walling Uf"ailse is Weather sometime 








Afcer cowpleting ny school years, T famed in the Rotnun 
aigerice for a”aunor, oF years. “Tn isl fisarriod Dorothy. Hardy 
Ee forea to fadena, cs Tn'Gustness for 2 
Stara wntil 1 vetie setll reside tn Hadons. 





Bennde Andrew Twetde 


Zepate Andrew Ivelds was tors so, "ark tn Dantel and Toger 
sNay 250 29e0 at Plana, North Dakota, s5 











Lp the fall of 2024 ag the age of 4b, vears, cogsther with 
ino eterty Dell, Uinvel aad’ four" rothers, Cart, 

vi and Salter set fut tna lay Ford couring car for 

het hone at Hendon, Saskatchawany the 182 Sec. 12 tap.50 range 

SHO, Sarning and cirpenter work being ay cathar's professions 








oth sy parents yore born and raised in Yoryay, having ent= 
get go Sher titaed SeateEs SE0 GRAY Glow HY feta athe 








speing of 1226 1 comenced school at Rotnn schoo 
pure HABLA aahoat gaan Yad gevegi cance, tat Burett, 
Bi 'Balstang’end 8.8, Léttehe i ‘ 








elasanaces at Totnun wore Johan 


soranatad ant for a shore while elasia Sacer” swore MR 





Arver quitetng school 4p 1926, T worked on the, fara for Car 
Yangon duriSz the dpser norte and for one year ands Dal? st 
tla" Post Device ey ddle are az assistants Postnacters 





as Fireman ae the Schoele ba: senber rany cold and se ry dark 
o,aeneol and coax a stibsorn wood score, 1zt9 
feels althalosd hE Stetsntasen ot tr Shoe 











On gold witasardy days, the butlding Just, 
sea. tA" edas 3 het aay to aay fanny clock 
09 ou nace Thanetaeathed Gndas aad ardund tha 





















‘yore cen cents a day (and how Tro ose. few conts 
Pivas altoved ‘ote Sex of ouuches por winter ar season of 
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Heing. T renesber one year running sort of matches, 90 put in 
Eysesdcton for an exerg bp (Che cost of a ney of atcahes at thay 
any hatchest’ low Lettie they underavoce how stubbora that old 
wood stove could Se on windy Gold Gay 











In the apring of 1942 T enlisted in the United States tavy. 
Arter ny dasie training at San Diego, California, £ spent the 
Seraindzg war years sefving suoata'S.s, Descrojer in-che South 
Fanttie, Mlevelan felands, Philippines, ‘alasia and indonesia areas. 


Afver my digoharne, fron the Hayy {5 the winter of 1945, T pare 
chased the Farm T'now Give oar . 


Ty the sonth of Juno, 1946 7 narried Hertha Nalkenthin of Waele 
take, Gasiatehewan, having tet her before the war, while worving at she 
Peet 'ortice there 


Yo,rated,thrwe chitren, two daughsars and one son, Donne, 
arog gogo oul aye, coved hovis prepmneiy, 
jm de e dental arsietane sy oweine tat, Aiverca. 








Por the past ten yeare 1 have been working as office clerk and 
Insurance Saieanan qth And. Tyolat Agencies and presently wich the 
How agents, Wadena Agencia Tide 





421 Live on the farm which we have rented to one of our 





Donna MeBwen (Iwetds) 


ss davchter of Ten b lgreha Twotde and vas 
ee*xoenin Schoen on Oe Tet see ia, up. 30 








Dad yas of oswogian descent. and cane fron torth Dakota as & 
boy sn doBus “on was‘of Cernar Segcert,, Her fantly nane being 
Fiolvenctin, and was oorn end raised av “uddle Take 











I renenber tre. Frank Gutek as ny first teacher snd then 
on tatiehe - 





cate, around in fr 
ckete on the eonine’surkey shock 
epi would ue piven'a certain amount. to onder a Chr 
of theuaelves, witch tiny would shen receive the night of, the. concert. 
Et anened az though moat $f the sonth of Decesbor waa spent practis= 
Ing’ for ene concert 

















We girls gad vo sake playhouses in the carragana hedge vost of 
te eebolt" aha En simmer spent nat af our tecenses and noon hours 
playing there. 





mere was, an empty dugout east of the bar on the Schau property 


ved oye and! gifle Cogecher would play covbey and Tndians fron there 





ase, : ae Lor 


Dad decided to look for greener pastures. 
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es co gge adjunced to sur new gurroundinge, Gur house had. ope roo" 
Se ee err ay 

Breour bedding wes Shipped in trans, sit aid aoe aerfve, Gti ewok 

SecSte SteistEatt” SuBoichtors wors alee rendy"Co help with thtnee 












Ny oldest stator and T Yad Finished our public satool chat 
pring, och id foto "to aahook ge Eotona, fut ond0yod ay 
‘ohool army wore anedded autractiont et = 





1 op leeeyras place tn at she sloughs toon years ant mo 
ape 0 ah ond argund fone got boing familiar wish boundaries, 























fat d pada’ dnvall’ ole one, ""t chooght thd totter go an aoe sto 
arson joine! ourss "Pony 













ft 20 9 
strespasai 


cher prepping grounds and sake sure 1 wasn't 
en ‘coae and toch a Sk piace 9¢ 
nad seen over S0°aegress areneis, 




























fouglve se employrer= 20. 
Sex§ Ginter glee sye fun "or she’ Eoeny worked 








piualftege Taruiag ony om trace. “the eRe oe Tas” 
ny freeton, Linnea gngos and’ gov sarriat. of tho last day of that 
Fears *t°Ghox es Booted ac‘oue oScp oo ths ely 20 the cone Shack te 





ar present house, arp ané garage were all built trom Lorber 
tron the Pegews ott that winter. 
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the faltof 2047 and other passed amay seven 
‘scfanihy 8f sires dabgrvere and ona son 
ariel now and elven is five. grant children. Our 












Linnea tweide ( nee Hansen) 





Twas tong on the f 2 of See 4, Twp 26, Rge.29. My fetherts 


hongstend shack waa\a ore room holges NE ie/was always clear 









y Unole, carl Hanson honesteated the Sub of See 6, 0 our two 











Shook wore spans az Yolvrson, hon weh 
ouch at Say” afose,Yearo vere tery Yardy as 
SETSSEY Speal Serrafteie Shatin, sie" akcer veers ware ipent 2 
Toelon #000, Syolabenes ges were Page’ Sarde td ary” 
Eoorsaas” H'aeeasd ae Ghoneh Hoteles vory Wile ogdpoete 

ote and Mblged around ny fet cents flee Hdaataned sreectzgt Se 
Sees tro" aS'Ehare baa Sots oe'tork fone Qasted Es'ae"fee 











Tn tater yrs Ince Cash Side, a setghbor toy, The three 
sanegl te Juan Zor ce) Dede, melee 7 ie 
Sep Minay ities Deas Tiber ate We jae call 















crensiy J 
isay Joyeo will tae over our farm, or part of A wide wo retire 
Yo “igor ant do's Itstle “arning tron Bearer 





Don west 


F shntedapbot #9 on 8 ot 
a eg il Si ee lo, 
ean TAL CPU TE ae UE CE ian 
ve pasting D races Allan, at Shes 


gay, Don Lattch van ay 

















aisgse gt Donny 
Sindee wtaaiecnSe 4 amen, Bie 
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of oxceps for wind chargers and -volt batteries, Wa were fortu~ 
ane oe ay pu fovetavatead, ari tr Sian 

Bie ouentah. Mh tal Tool caren seeping loors 

SEE eo ese un aun sf se foe see Ee 

‘Tho alt ware between chosen Ceang and gecker,footoell played sostly 

ey tne bpyes. Aer a teaalapowy Toy and Ceeed wan popular Sunuer 
Daas ort Sela andse pl sshoske alebe Petas Ta 

PSE aay for seat "tae 


























Seastlay teri ei ales Bh PSR She, 








rat the oldschool Bites si iabibaaibehes 









Aces grppantoe tel toe a cate serie Ewer lee 
12 oe chee See age as - 












‘ay, 1079 we porchazed che Deivectn forseely oned by 
sigrrel Tact ne aaes alianded “otis Seuool wide t vas theres 





opel Tver, Sastatchevan tn 2957. 
Jatels and dvetiey' now avey. Seon song and 
“aaena Corpoatee itgh Sehsol. 











ef ay schooling there, Aindsting oF 





sont cate tu 
Pair dpegiiiieg cacy 














sane RiSTgt itr hah ashe Spee ang ae eg et 
sets Was UN esa Med A Ot a 











oodiegs to any, the board vas raster siepteased with our actio 
ue AON aes ARSE BEETS Sally played acalase Orpe 
PAL SIMI OE Foss achoale; Waning 8 toe of ernne 
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te of travel, then was sainly henge and buggy or cutter and 








P08, of our chtléren, Judy, Larry and Yaleola ettended Rotman 
genoa Sell liek [ple and Corina had to attend 








The Twesdt Fant 
ody Twetdt (RaLand) 





vin and Poss 

Sy Sather was bors gad talsed near 

ad cole rot Swaden wathe op facher's 
Sotway. Afver their narriage, they 
















Yad able to take. gradea 1 20 7. 
aya fetson was 





sy elasgrates those seven years yore, Seyerly LatschyLovel1 
syosel’ GM°E SEL SGo the share’ tine Inaghe Tablin attended, he was 
HISStE, Stuzates fo sidene.Sroeners ana"? yould go <0! gonooh 
Sprater of pas ata giepvang we ner fated to ehfoy alt he 











r narrieg Ulwood Eilandivno was fron,the Orpington district. 
fe nave ST Fachhy BP two Save aod Tite in Bison, Liberce where 
‘Byood wens. 















aay ohSpthteleege 200 of Morin, ad Peach owetat — ox 
say to for wo seochers, Yaloolm and Lyle conplaced our 





oun ean, trey 3097 nt ste cent inp 
afetssn wich Yeas Sersan Allen an occasional sim 
yctasgoaves yore Bish 

noves"to siren river 0 Sostie end’ T ware ciasssates theotsh 
pibiie schol to gradlacton, 








T live in Blson, Alserta where I work as @ nachinist Millwright. 


nag che stzch child of the “actin Twetdets fantty,, and boon 
qe pasa orth Sargea’ in aren to22: two years aver ous" fasiay 
Tonigrated to Canes 








is Tyas ess chan three yoars old, I have very Léstte nevory 
of ene’ erip'to Canaday bat 1d) regal] auraving at dur asw how 
sist of Hendon, and alt'of as ohiiaren running exeteedly to gre our 
[ovitow the tenory"of how oneited everyone was Fenaizs wich ns 




















g bad traveled sp 4,07 Yodel 7 touring Ford car nied, by 
totay"s Stantards, waon't built for’ great' speeds Fave been 218 
y.ny older brothérg and sisters how T took great. enjayaart. on the 
Yona’ eeis riding ausragale.of the side Soor On the cla courtne car. 
i Seniors fet toshtts” four ahye nore op fess, sornake this tris, T 
Shore day, Oat paved roads and oder cars ase aow'a big factor 











pre fse Sisate" al Spindrs hte hal AO'SES A 
the deha and Marcha Nelson: . sees 


I atgo recall sone interesting scttvities in our school da 
th parttosiar. ie"soon hour ahs Senever would allow us ¢0 1 














Sertaeet terand bale tucereeentstinetecgeas = 
SRLS neers cele ae ane 














"These were the derensien year witch wore gov upp aay of 
m work, In 2940 f ventured Gut. on ry ova to Took for wath 
managed to obtain work av'Port Aufhur Gn"a Posi cerninal wide as 
Binder constrict lots 








2o/ 
T returned hone, and tn the fa12 of Tout when 
Ganaday who was’ already at wat, ny: brother 

Sen aid T'vant Sack to the Sedtes, ware wa eflisted inthe dened 
Forces, As"it tuned out, Twas sont to" Seattle Wash. where 1'ersined 
and'worked in an airerafe plant. 









wid See ate are aie, ste 








Zn 195, with our woe son wo noyed to the thS.A. where ve. 3 
tie none, fout Years. Gq"returndng 20 Sask, we purchased ¢ fart ot 
Yas Oy wifes Celts, ‘apd have eines nade our hole ers and feived 
Yanuly Of four song, Barres, ‘MehardyDaswood and fevers: 








Darrell and Richard are sow married, the former Living in Sask~ 
avoon wera be and'f'own a'well drill sutriey and Ricky sabes mis 
fore seer frdon ang aria teh ah of: sonpay fn B.6r Dawood 18, 
Behebg, °F * COOP Manber ee 








Our to daughter-incLews are from this area, and Derretite wife 
pla cones" fron Mult Lake ana Flory's wife om 
afoa. We have one grandaon, Ty Daniels 





Substeeed by Richard Tweide. 





actended Torpuy Sohook for only ove yer, starting. 
curr SPOS ReFe Closing in°Sung’ oe {9052 Ae" that ene we 
So SEPA Poe nas 


T can ab421 saperber sone of the activities 
dpe 'muat Hirst clive ene ofa coal. bin, ana then wiah presto 
Rharb goodness 1 sada sturdy pair of wide orotched parts? 








Ye en» 
oe 
son HS TET ene SLT EE AR hee SAL SS ete 
SGI Pies F eetae ts abe bell Sta beac apna te 

: SOR pelaety ily cS'etard'at the'sare wall. 
3 ig and up standing against the wall, while snowballs hit 
ESET Sloceta? TROPEE SPIRES SB SMoP Mass "Sobe eaett on to 























‘ay fine nongries renatn of chrtstras soncerss, Salt, tournangnts, 
ecutnes’ afd" Sangets even though T waa not alwaye a part of ch 
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evorieg of shage get togethers will Linger tn ay atnd as part of 





My wite and T are once again in the Hendon area after Living 
Ap welvsliey Jedvergh and Tease, where I bosene grainy then later 
SEsbatoon, but ita nice to have Tevarned vo our childhood area 

Bor. in ase a Hendon girl, daughter of Norman ani diate Harvey. We 
have a 2itele: son, fy Bantéi, who bas red hair, I"m sure thae fo will 
Carry on the famites trade hark of red halt 


I an pregenthy working 4p the ofl, industry Sn B.C. but ay tine 
off 48 Speht in the Hendon and Needow Bane area. 


Me, and Mes. Joe Walinan. 
Subettted by Lydia Coptthke (Wallsan). 


Being anong the early plonsere we Lived a very simple 24 
yore very poor. They told se thee the house T'was orn Ta ads 
logge siiateaupecaire by a ladder abd slept on's strew mattcose 








oneZIH©* WAH D0 School oF Gharch, jut a Fort Office and grec 





Grandfather Wallnan, on ny father's side, raiged cattle, The 
sansiy' was. kept busy working hard down on the’ old farms. There wert 
‘te agnay Jasco and Joseph, and sir dnugheers, Susan, Sarah,” Dar: 
fe, “Ronde, “ana and agen: 











Now Grandpa Wallnan helped organiae the Kelvingside School as 
we aaa SEachDveat oP Releatazons ne 


Thad four brothers; Sévard, Albert, Sam and Jin. Tan the 


nae 





My mother's sane was Mary Walinan from Dosinion City, Man. Hy 
other cane fo Seip on the fara, iy gad knew ny nocher ony” on 
Werks fe took hor gut once and Gold her, AT 1ike youy do 7a 1ike 
Perr ondee’ ane Selop'a"cbniater onrrled thane Qiletan’daearest~ 
auay in 1505. "T vas ten yoara’old at the tines 7 nT Passe 








Dag married ay nother's sister. Five boys were added to that 
non, "Alfred, turer, Alex, Lloyd and Archars We got along souston, 
Eeivad rough, ay wardrobe: cOnsistes of a skirt and‘blouse whseh'T 
washed every’ anvurday'so"that ie waa clean for Sunday’ churche 





We rode on horee back to school, fell off doaens of tines, but 
‘the goed guardian angel watched over’ vay 


If someone, had an ear ache, Dad blew hot sncke from his pi 
Apto that ear. Once one of the boys pulled another out. from under 
the bed, he Bot a big sliver (those Ploore were not painted) 
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Dad took hs, posket knife to perform an operation while the boys 
hala’ ehe pattone. . = 


At night we'd sit around the table by a kerosene Light. When 
‘the doce was opened and'the Light blew oul, all’ we needed maces 
gilscrasech, Ueda te: Alon, Thoae wire rather Siete Siera. 
o'hever had a Lock on gur door, lio one ever-atcle anytiing’ fe on 
would'wane anything we bad anjway, a0 we gidn't live in fest ike 
Tiny 40 voday a alicia 











I yas very unbappy, 0 T prayed. Grandna did too, that T 

gould leave hone, Got Giowared "my prayers one day Heyérend and Mra. 

Sefer pte fron Chicago a sei epangeile pear iags in Granda’ 
treats eh sn then before, That waa the 


That was in 1927, and I have made Chicago ny howe ever since. 





‘The Joe Walinan Panty. 


aanloe Melisa wae, topn at traenas, South Dakove to Her, and tra. 
Saar. tn Toi where they cook ap fanchinge a 


In 1903 they drove from Gorlite to Kelvington tn wagons: 
parted tery Welloan in 1907 and ta" chat anion were fiverchaigeen 
Efsiay ey labore, San and Janes. the faaily hone vas on the 38°32 
seat 








eg. Wallnan passed avay in 978. Joe, then marriad Mary! 
staver Maggie in Tabs Zo thle second nartiage five sons weve’ torn, 
Uifsed, “Fafvey, are, tlex and Laoya 





wegie Valinan passed away in 7942. Joo retired in I947 and 
passed" avay Sn 1063." 


Of the tinge fantiy, two song had predeceased thetr father, 
14 tn 1953" and Sam in 1obs, 24 had worked for Willard: fall f0p any 
ee vill eT oetentetid for'heS sfneing at Sections ta Seaton 
ig Swede’ Poon Sorch Daxota’. aa 








assed away in 1965. le and bis brother Albert had worked at 
sp fee distrlie and later owe and operated w savers 

Boneh a"fare Gonsiating of a saction of land, but atter Sante death 

Afbsre Sold! out, and noved tate Wadena. Later be moved co Lintlaw 

‘and presently plans a wove to Qniit take 


Janes, te married and Lives 4n Port Alberni B.C, Lydia, Mes. 
Copsuhte' Levee tn Chicago. 














an eg Gt0esBArry Moeg 15,88 S00and World War tron t94r to 7046 
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DU,Ap age sari to Violet Colby ("toxeron) and st, carne 





























ervey 4g married, has three children and Lives in Negina were 


be works for Sank Powe 





ex {2 married and Lives An Neepawa where he works as a 
‘carpenter 


Ant Lives in Swift Current and 12 a Badto Amnomeer for C.1-8.0- 
be gpant ent dant of aa youth 1, fog" aut OF oepttal go aoe 
ot Bls"scnoofitg was taken wile  pectent in Regine hospitals fe has 
‘tage a great nase for Rimsel? 4s the field of radio announcing, in 


nite of has handicap. 


Art ofgen talks,whtle on the ainsof Ie bone place trom a2 
sgggtaset ides tnd fotne’ os‘ovby Falta rething grt 
SERGE Nestea fl fy fat Serv aa fy tay ed 
He\aino recalls and nentions the warath of the oid feather tick o 
mentee 








Loyd $s married to a former Fosston girl, has ¢ fantly of five 
ana Hives in Surrey 9:G. where he works ala pluabers 





1s yas ip 17 that fire dgnroyd to aoa toe ang vg 
(*atrisosts hone aid aetended fotm School 








Mes and tes, Arthor W 





Subatteed by Dorothy F Kenpka. 





sApproximacey otx rears 2acer we goved back to Yeadoy Banks 
great aunt and uncle Xr, And Ne, Fred Jones of that district, ome 
Sevifaren, fo,ve recdded on oho one. fy Father still tanght minie, 
Yimed platon and organtsed tie Dyaaatte Five Greheotra, fe played the 
Plano, Clarence Masscar, (a forner nenber of the Wadena, bang) played 
Ehe"chonet, Horace Hownin (rorseriy of Sngland) played the druaa 
‘Puriow Govan played the bande and his two coustne Leighton and Curtis 
Gowan played the tielin, fhe Bynanite Pive Srchestre played for the 
dances’ at Meadow Bank flat and’ny uncle Herbert Messencer was she 
SRuare Dance Caller. We would dance fron nine at night until three 
isthe moraines 


T attended Dusk Greek School. Tt was a nice one room school 
pouse bth aS oat eaters ta" kdep od gat is the wines Moe 
Nekay was one of our school coachers, she was a wonderful warm 
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\tnen she left ve ware forvunate to have anather nice teacher, Eva 
Mattison. Wy sthovlnsees wore, Muriel and Nenseth Donald, fatry 
Uibkens Gora Lindsey, Percy aad Thelse Cowan 





Afver a few years ae Meadow Sank wo, soved to Felyington, Sask. 
where Ay Sobher and brother with hs family stilt resid 








nstehaaa. 


Lorne Wastehead; 





Lorne was the oldest child of Ames and Barry Wuttehesd who 
farsed’ inthe Rothon district, He took hts first Year of setooling 
StRotgus wien Wil? Haregure ao his teacher. bya strance twist, of 
Facey Wile was algo his last teacher (prinaipar ) when he Punished 
FLEE schoot"gn Relvinatone 


Yarry racalla what a tine they bad getting Mr to school wien 
su salted! Ehe'rond‘by the fare was ina direct Line south to the 
Shgbi Sb Seay a abv Pad with no. gravel and on wee da 

‘pre de well forget, thoge two and’ one halt nites. You Ju 
Selous auSue tice shat far to make the school. 











Lorne married funtes Radgons of Abpotaford 9.0. and chey have 
‘three children. They land in Soth flosnem and Orpington district 
SEETGe on hls parenta (formerly grandparents) hoos' places 








Wéckstron. 


Submitted by Sindte.(Wiekstron) Hetleen. 


T originally ane from the Willow Glen ares, when T 2ived with 
ager end E124 Ekeiaon for one year and attended 2otnun Sehool. 1 
linc lever futy, now Ara. dontaon of ose Talley Lived at. Axa 
Garisong for a sugber of years tefore I cane, she Left shorcly after 
Tans in the tall of Touts 








1 don't, senenber the teachers nave, she was a very nice person. 
once wale’ Eng achook. clang was oye" to, play ait, ant wes tach ox 
SESE Rares Tete ‘sunny’ to, 0, now when, Lithok of how bard icerted 
Sore over the taseding Chun She hirester and'then the" ceacher cleaned 
He"Gp’and put a bandage on kis 
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E have always renenbered the children, I thought were 0 atce 
and capeclanly "Sunesber siaine wit dessie'winarsif;f aise ofven 
SELSSRSGc Nida Tess, Garisen,“hsetsutes to'help ne With RP onset, 
Hoanly wron she would ell me the renting word oF spelling, she 
Would Zoli iets Se dn Swede {whieh we apoke ae, ai1 Eines) *"then at 
"ehoon we would vate curne going sp and stand along sige the teacher’ 
deat, facing the clase to read and'when it was ny ‘urn to read Tid 
sh ihare and red, yords dn vedo as They Wore Cold £0's0 oy 
the echool aight renenber sits, Aa t read" ehe wordy. in Swede te 
Eetcher would Look £0 the aide and sulle and the class would look 
upland amie, bor both teacher and class smiled in a nice fun way. 








On our way Rone from school Jean Evenson and T took so long. 
sn coniag hose shac he! nother and fre, Sarison woul’ phone, one 
Siotfer Sad"be Looking and wed f0r"us"Sa'eo playec™on throat 





Me, and Mee. Welartre. 


‘The Wiohire fantly with chete four cons, Harold, Lloyé,, Nett 
‘and Fenneth care froa aolthern Saskatehowan and they’ rented land 
fron tre Cori Pavers’ 





azn ute GRotabnads While the Soya pare! or bia 19 attend 





Mire and lire, Joe Winarsid. 


eae 56 





Joe and ina Winarskt bad cone to cansta eroa 
go Uive in the Hocnan district won they purchased te 
Be 





They had a tantly of four children, to boys and two girls ell 
of whon autended Rotrim school 


‘The oldest voy Stantey went. to Ontanso and worked for Sraneford 
Beige 20, "Uesshe hes Tateeia' and teddy tae Slso'fn Kipreas 
Rs abuichistric aurse ih "loose Jaw where she rarried Tea Torsentte. 
‘tna'chey nae heir none there. 





Joe sold this quarter of tend in Tous to Sig Seranatad and sored 
to the fateon Giatelct west of Sandon, i few yoats lator they soli 
EBat"farm and Sought Posse in Uadena where Chey now enjoy Fetiren 











2o7 
es and Mrs, Janea Wrtght. 


Subateted by Shirley ELiiote (Wright). 


Janae Wright, soldier and faraer, wag dor, in Yenttobe 0,189. 
vouowing service’ in the Paret World War he arrir 

Bank ares in 1933 and'took up = hones 

ead os doe 5:a°Fe- SEs EE no tow 

foreess ersde inplenents and mich hard’ work: 


In Dec, 1925 he mareied the former Etzabeth Hope, who was born 
ac Maretweli, Mal.ts in 1995, In 1987 Shiriey was, born’at eh Red 
Grogs fursing Bospital tn Yeivington, Frances srgived tn 1028 and 
Samia in 1936, the latter two being born in the Wadena Unton Hospital 















The young. fantty extared into the, spirit of the comunity, Many 
Sunday's taw Sime wish seisaors, ans balr elippera.<s band. Sok 
the birbering for the bachelor neighbours’ of the area, who ustall 
Stiyea' co enfoy 6 hosrty hone-cooked meal prepared on’ the wood S80 








ach svason had ite, special. Joye for the Wrtght, tantly they 
ant loved the auedoore, and suring the year vaushed hopefully fer the 
Scrieal or nevior, cites, piglets, hordes, chickens tistay® and the 
SESLESGne tad Seas fag Ganted Svery platy che fanly wosle 

oung.nen arrived fron Ontario, and that was one. of che beat ha 
Hiardunce, Shey took op ell the'potavoes and garden state white wait 


Senoo2, days will never be forgotven, nor wil church and sunday 
senoolwnieh was held inthe Maadow Sank’hall. Who in the neighbors 
fisod could forget the Oiristaas Concerta, the numerous tines then 
the chicken por or measles invades the Alla. of learning prior to 
concert: sigh! Renouber the your when a giris grill wi 
Eevperish Sly five glras"in"schoek. whefber yas Zhe persastuon 
ithe teacher, or ef Songit" cane Ste, roseue 
haiey was gecorded 
‘hesra fron the suldence when the drill was Overs Those were 
the days, when a shore hair et was mace Co look feminine wish'® 
Hitkon of Ciny Powers 


soviet RMD af ee Ete a AT ae a 












































or ‘or the connisy, the 





‘the winters were Long and tiresome and with a Long school 
woe aie it ie 
Hote bulping with wellowishers, and the bara Pull. of horses patie 
Bely'waiting' +o stare the long. trek bone i the wee houre sf the 

Rorsing, and especially Sn an'open sleigh or esteer. The kide would 

















208 
caddie under the covers and watch the Horthern Lights dancoing tn 


‘Sha aty, could almost Rear thom whispering and crackling in eho cold 
SULING. cr a wincer ntgnes here “ 


one to alghe were taught in school, and after that, it 
endence course. or high scheel.in"cown. Shirley and 
‘tended soho! while taking” grases nine and ten bY correp~ 
aod shen the greitenan_of plang’ ‘or oreo. tayn and fa 
soived with the renting of one roon,te share an 
Ssacd oth fess Ndchentle Yor 38fs05 por fost each and ant she fooe 
bose"two monchsy the fare was Tented, an auecion geile held, and 
She Tanliy' moved’ co’ town, After following many loads and trdching 
dom landlords, the, family noved into'an unmedern house owned by tt 
{Toca dairyaan, on the outsiares of town. 



















The roltoving two years vere very busy, with seheol end parte 
ana [ota Ue Tad" SNSE TED’ sazestar slant weg oPferoe 
Hho Jobesebt Wale 227, a*abon'soriad eoaiee aontte eryeer Sek 
eau, PEA SAhpeae Mae be extdoe by Nelms ie 
Helade Setnae aStelaplotd Sparators etpssition afer head for sight 
oalec Spates Loo?arariclr's auteSeTard worked as a news reprver 
FOE tht tginfadut Sopita Sander fonts dengtosy Star” Preeti 
So SEEMED statlans Fitts Steduartony shinier Seca a taller 
an he Bank of Comence, Frances worked 4, ‘the Local’ ereanery and 
iets Ne Later nored to Edmonton eia'worked a5 « paigter, obtaining 
Eis'jontneyens,pavgeay‘andvesGanlio" sont ay eleberica’ cours 
TRADE bmerTina and fe'prenentay Meets Hitnods, Polk 














tea, Wertpht passed axay tp Jan, 1968 folloving a Lengthy {2iness, 
and WTieLGRE pabsed vay fa Bees ioe 


Prances mirried Harold Pearson and lives at fudson Bay Sask. 
shires te tne nly remy nenver Iiving hare and ie married to 
ifor eblsoce. 


he Disk Yeo Famity. 


Submitted by Nay Whithead (Feo). 


land Father, Me. and tre, Disk Yeo ot 

in i005. T'was. then tent year 
bur home in che Wallan district of the Torsion are 
for a°lr. fall and Tateended Wallan School. 








we to Canada fron 
a sna we. made 
where Dad worked 











In the sumer of 1906, Dad dackdoi to nove the fantly tothe 
homestead’ in the Wadana aréa, driving acroes country from Rhein to 
Bfeho wisn forge ang a coveted wago® and eraliing the eqtzie. Yo 
sorpleved the journey olive on air honestead, the NeBst 26° 36° 


sh 

ny fodks bad the Orpington Post Office in thet hove, for sone 
yoare, eke sane Srpinesoe Oeing chosen Secause of the Orpington 
2urDRaad Cade Dad Palses” the fouls teaande Qatar soot ove. 
Seivlce! Wether and 








vor touts e5 a youne iady 





209 
after wo had settled on the honsatead. Dad served a8 councillor of 
She"EsteaTeprowenene District sefore’the Lakeview Sustelpality sas 
formed: Zn later youre, he served a” term as Depity~ Teere of the 
Mntespalieys 





Yoasow Bank hall was then the contre of all social ite 
0, ny folie were a part of all the 
‘atiy bovestead yearae 


Ded loved to,sing and was always in denand at these catherines, 
gone of hie favorite talieds Seine Mcrandfachare. Glock” ala ®'D 
Brairie Land. Nother and Dad told 











on Vnitehead had coe from agland in 1011 and we net and 
rarried'at ny folks Rone in feos 2344s i91i+ fhen vo noved fo ear 


Ova place and busit our firet Rouse, oris Hareon"[Preuse) Looked 


Reb our Saby soo Harrys 





Nother and Dag nad been anong the guests at the wedding of her 
(bortsis}" nother Jeannie 29 Ba Barwon £a"i507% 


Nother passed away in Jan. on 1936 after a short {2iness, and 
ton and feared for Bad in our hone neil His Geath in 1910. 





Above. Mr. and Mra. Carlson, 
by Johnsons 


Aight. Grandaa and Grandpa 
Wenson. 








PLEASE D0 NOT REMOVE 
‘CARO Of SUPS FROM THIS POCKET 





(DUVERSITY OF TORONTO LBRARY 

















Oi Deda 


‘A dedication has been attempted towards our forefathers: 
whom we owe $0 much; To the present inhabitants-- to whom, have 
farried the task set out for them; Ani to the future generations 
Ghat will be able to look back into a simulance of records, to 
able to in some future date, carry on fron were we have left off. 

May,you all find Joy in our attempt to reach this goal. 


The Committee's. 


toured, 


Our Local history of the community up to 1980. This has been 
prepared as a mark of respect ¢o our pioneers and veachers. In 
Borpiling this book we have tried to revive nenories of he past, 
Please the people of today and present a true record of the Facts 
For the fuctres Sone nanes and Important events nay have bean on 
Sted, but not Sneencionally. In general it 19 the record of ‘the 
past, Written oy the people thenselves, or their children. 

Perhaps, at tines, wo have been repetitious, but iv is better 
to have a story told twice then not told at all. However, we hore 
our readers wil overlook oir shertconings and from this’ book get @ 
freater understanding of the enormous task faced by our forefathers. 
hoy were courareois men and wonen; as. shown by their stories. any 
Ie% Confortatie hones to cone and wrestle with the wiiderness and 
fo ould this community and make 4<" possible for us to enjoy 1% ae 
i iS toaay. 

‘Weare strictly arateur and we wish you would bear this in 
mind as ou read, Sfrors will creep in, despite all effort to check 
Gates ani faces, We ask for your forgiveness and hope you will chink 
only of the fanily about which you are reading and over Look all 


Cover designed and sketched by Dianne Gradin of Wa, Harrison's 
log house, (Stifl standing today). 

We owe 2 debt of graditude to the many who have helped in con 
piling; sending information, editing, typing and doing the paste-ups 
for this book. 

‘Special mention should be mde of the work done by Kabel Seran— 
stad, Eeonard Harrison Leitch and Noreen Tweidt in co-ordii 
dng 421 cho’ work requited, ‘Without their many hours of devoted effort 
‘this book would not have been possible, 
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Picture of a pienie held at Neadow Bank in 1920. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER....., 


I. Lowering and lifting the milk and cream in the well. 


2. Carrying water into the house, then after it was used once nore 
it had to be carried out. 


3+ Walking to town for the mail, or just seeing a neighbor walking 
to town. 


4, The smell we lived with from burning gas and coal of] lamps. 
5. Going to town and buying a big 5¢ ice cream cone. 
6. How fast you got dressed on a cold winter morning 





7. Using and making lye sosp. 

—| 8 _Bveryone junping into the buggy or sleigh and spending an enjoy= 
able afternoon or evening visiving at a neighbors and waiting for 

an invitation was unheard of. 

—| 9 Piles of wood that needed to be split and then carried inside 


10. The general phone ring to let everyone know of shower, social 
6 evening or nesting. 





II. Meadow Bank picnics. 


— 12, Making that last trip outside to the outhouse before going to 
bed, and how scarry it could be on a dark night. 


13. The excitement inside, when you tipped the cabo: 





Ih Filling the resorvour with water. 
—| 35. Skating on the lake or Slough. 

16, Building and traveling on corduroy roads. 
I7. Filling the oven with kindling-for norning 


18. Whenever she horses ran away, you could always find them stand- 
— ing in front of the barn door. 


19, Standing by the warmth of the cook stove. 
20. When the stores weren't self serve. 

21, Quilting and threshing bees. 

22. Ironing all those cotton clothes with sad irons. 


23. Wagon full of Indians and their families camped along the road 
allowances with their horses hobbled. 


2h. Never being blocked in after @ stora, as we always had a hors 
—t that dian'e have to travel only on the rosse =? Ns 



























25. 
26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 
30. 
$r5 


32. 


33. 


¥y 
ALL the activity at the local Blacksmith and livery barn. 


‘The strawstack slowly become mshroom shaped while the cattle 
chewed it through the winter. 


Going to the local hall, school or barn to a dance as a family 
and not knowing what a baby sitter was. 


‘The shapes of the clothes after they were hung outside to freese, 
‘then brought inside again to thaw, drip and dry. 


Being able to pick lots of Tiger Lilies and Lady Slippers. 
Standing around a pot bellied stove visiting, 


Recieving nothing but homemade gifts for Christmas,that meant 
more to us than anything that could have been bought. 


Mom mending, Dad reading and the children doing honework around 
the kitchen’ table, with a coal oil lamp in the center. 


Bathing on friday nights in a laundry tu, and the whole tantly 
bathing in the sane water with only a litéle hot water a 
after the next wenber got in. 





Felt Socks and Felt. Boots. 
Digging and selling senaca rests. 

Getting ice fron the ice house for honenade ice cream. 
Stooking. 

Climbing and sliding off sheave stacks. 

Jack rabbit stew. 

The churn and the serub board. 


+ Spatts and britches. 


Horses with their oat tag and the blinders 
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Elmer Ahl Family 


Submitted by Clara Einarson 


Dad came to Canada in the year 1905 to file on the Ii, 36, 12. 
In April 1906, Dad and my brother Henry, who was then 12 years old, 
built a lodging for his family. Later that sane year the family 
came, my mother, grandmother Hoglund (on my mother's side), brother 
Walffed, who was 3} years old, and myself, a baby of a few’ months 





Dad and Henry met us at Wadena with oxen and the wagon. Dad had 
brought some stock and machinery with him from Minnesota, when he 
cane with Oscar and Rudolph Kotnum, who also brought machinery and 
stock. 


Our first stop was at Carl Hansons, as mother and grandmother 
felt the strain of travel. Carl and Annie were very hospitable 
and willing to help. They always remained our good friends. 


Dad cleared more land and did more building. My Dad's father, 
Theodore Ahl, cane and spent his renaining years with us. A year 
before he died, ny sister Rosa was born, Grandfather died in 1910 
and Grandmother in 1912. My grandparents came from Sweden some- 
time before 1870, 


Nother and Dad were married Decenber 23, 1899 in Nebraska. 
Dad helped to build the 

Duek Creek School #2002. 
He also did breaking of 
land for his neighbors, 
as he had a gasoline en- 
kine and thresher with a 
wooden separator, sinilar 
to the one in the picture. 
















In the early days at 
dances, dad used to play 
‘the mouth organ. 








During the Long 
winters, our social events 
were dances, box and pie 
Socials, whére the pies 

and lunch bores would. be 
Auctioned off ab midnight, 
and the purchaser ate 

Tunch with the lady who 
provided the delicacy, 

he money raised would go 
to\some good cause. ric 
and'ioe) Grice played for 
any of the house parties. 
Brother Henry and Wille Otter played the violin. 






Dad bought his first horses from Mr. Prouse at Kelvington. 
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Elmer Ah] Family - continued 


I started school at Duck Creek in 1913 with Mr. Sanger as my 
first teacher. I sat with my friend Orien Gowan ail the years 1 
went to school, other friends were, Mary Burge, or Dollie, as we 
fondly called her, Sexton Linden, Albert Lancely and four’ of the 
Monson family, Mary, Agatha, Euphemia, and Katherine. 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Burge had the post office and were our close 
neighbors, as were the Lindens, Harrisons and John Waddell. The 
Meadow Hank hall was across the lake from us. Here we enjoyed many 
good dances and pienies. To get to the hall we used to cross the 
fake in'a boat. ‘In 1920 we moved to the Orpington district. Years 
later I married Einarson and we had three sons, Arne, Clarence and 
Harold. “Henry married Marie Scott and had one daughter Josie. Rosa 
narried Martin Norberg and there were three daughters to that union, 
Annie, Christine, and Billie. 


Reuben Augustus Family 











Maisie and Eavert Augustus were the children of Reuben Augustus. 
‘They lived for a short time on the NEF, iL, 36, 12. During this 
time the children attended Duck Creek’ School. 


Maisie in 1924-25 and Bavert in 1926-27. The family later moved 
to Kelvington where their father became editor of the Kelvington 
Radio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ingvald Austring 

Mr. and Mrg. Ingvald Austring were married in July of 1916 at 

Beaver Flats, Saskatchewan, near Swift Current. They operated a 


dairy farm there for nine years, then moved to the Wadena district 
and then to the Rotnum area in 1934, settling on the NBt,1, 36,13. 


‘The Austrings had thirteen children, eleven of whom attended 
‘the Rotnum Sehool 








Inga - Mrs. Daryll Gibbs, Billings, Montana. 
Reuben - Toronto 

Norman = Regina 

Jeul - St. Paul, Minnesota 

Raymond- Lethbridge 

Byelyn - Mrs. Art Anderson, Calgary 

Olive - Mrs. Howard Franson, Langley, B.C. : 


June’ = Mes: Jim Spady, Broadus, rontena, U.S.A. ; 
Hiner > Torontoy Oneario, pee 

Shirley- Mrs. Andy Wilk, Saskatoon 

Donald - Wadena hg 





Austring served as a trustee on the Rotnum School board for 
six years. He retired from farming in the 1960's but continued to 
reside on the farm until his death in 1976. 


Mrs. Austring now lives in Wadena, Of the forty years spent on 
the farm she says "They were the happiest years of my life.” 
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Rueben Austring 


Born on June 29, 1920 at Beaver Flats, Saskatchewan. At the age 
of four we moved to’Swift Current where my parents operated a dairy 
farm, "Austring’s Dairy." 


My schooling began in Swift Current and did not enter Rotnum until 
high school, Grade 10 in 1937. 


My wife Ann and I have four children - two girls and two boys, we 
all live in Ontario, Iam extensively involved in International 
Trading of all kinds. 

Herman Allen Family 


Herman William Allen 

Marjorie Alneda (Whaley) 

Mr, and Mrs. Allen moved to the Rotnum district in 1932, and 
lived in this approximate area for 44 years. Mr. Allen farmed all 
his life untit he retired. Mrs. Allen taught school for many years. 
Sone of the loves of Herman's life were, trading horses or cattle 
and many a good deal was nade. 


‘Their family of five were a great joy to then, they were; 


Francis Mable 1927 











Joyce Marjorie 1929 | oy 

Marion Alice Roberta 1934 / 

eee 13S 

arty forman ie Elk 4 


Mrs. Ronald McInnis - Submitted by Francis 


We were married in 1950 and had our wedding dance in the Meadow 
Bank Hall. We lived in Strathclair, Manitoba until 1956. Then 
moved to New Westminster, B.C., and'here we still live: 


We have two children, Ronda and Randy. Ronda married Kurt Tross 
in January, 1977, and Randy married Mylo Bickhart in December, 1978. 
‘They both live if New Westminster. 


Mrs. Erhard Windhaber - Submitted by Marion 


Joyce - Mrs. Magee has two daughters, now lives in New Westmin- 
ster, B.C 

Marion - Mrs.'Erhatd Windhaber, We have two daughters and three 
sons. We now reside in Prince George, 8.C. 

June = Mrs. "Kiland, has two sons and one daughter. They reside 


in Prince George. 














Windhaber family continued= 


carry - wife Ruby, they have two sons and one gaughter. They 
reside in Prince Ceorge and Mr. Allen has his hone in the same yard 
as Carry 








Submitted by the comittee on behalf of Brian and Curtis Anderson; 


Their parents are Evelyn and Art Anderson and they resided 
with Grandma and Grandpa Austring while they attended Rotnum School 


Brian is single and Curtis is married with a family of two 
children. He 1s a carpenter by trade and doth boys live in Calgary. 


Benjamin Avery Family. 


Iwas the former Lavada Leepart and my parents farmed near Eyebrow 
Sask, At nearey Coronack, I married Benjamin Avery. Ben, as a young 
lad fron England, had gofe to sea, and later a soldier in both Wars 
Bventually he had taken up farming at Coronack. 


With the onset of the depression and what we commonly call the 
"Dirty Thirties", it found the family moving north to the Meadow 
Bank district in’Septenber of 1931. 





My brother, Leonard and I, along with my four children, and 
the family dog, cane with our belongings ina Nodel T. Sen arrived 
on the train with the machinery, cattle and horses. 


The winter was spent with Olive and Ted Ekmin, my sister and 
her husband. From here two of the children, Ted and Rosella went 
£9 Rotnun School. In the spring the fanily'moved to the MWe, f0- 
36-12., where we Lived for about sixteen years. 





By now the second World War was on, and both Ben and our eldest 
son Ted joined the Aray. I, with the help of the other children I 
carried on the farming. 


Later, we bought a farm adjoining the Meadow Bank Hall. A new 
house was built. Ben passed away in 1967, but the farn still renain 
in the family and is farmed by the youngest son Amos. I am residing 
in Wadena. 


Rosella (Avery) Bloon. 


I attended the Duck Creek School fron 193T - 39. My teachers wer 
Bva Harrison, Mr. Bordson and Miss. Any Eskelson, (Brown). 
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Rosella (Avery) Bloom - continued 


The McInnis, Donald, Wright and Avery families made up the school 
enrollment. In summer we walked to school, in winter we took the 
horse and toboggan. Somewhere in the late thircies I can remember 
the month of February being 50 - 60 below the whole month. As Tr 
call only five of us didn't miss school, Wilma Donald, Joyce and 
Ronald NeInnis, Ted and I, We probably set a record! Hat 





In 1938-39 I had pernfasion from Any Zskelson to attend Duck 
Creek full time, while taking my grades nine ant ten ty corespon- 
dence. She corrected my work and gave all the assistarce T needed, 
even chough she was only paid to teach Gradea one to eight. Wonlda't 
the untons have fun with that today? 





I also recall the great part Mrs. Fred Jones played in our 
school, not only in the political side, but the organizing of our 
Pientes and Christmas concerss. These’ two events wore the high 
ight of the country school life. I ean still see Mrs. Jones 
turning the handle of the old manual ice cream maker. ‘They just 
don't make ice cream like that anymore. 


The school would be filled to overflowing at our Christmas 
concerts. It was the only time in my life 1 have been on stage. 


Ruby (Avery) Mack 


My brother Anos and I began school at Duck Creek in 1929, his 
teacher was Mr. Bordson and { in 1930 with Any Eskelson. Renen- 
brances of school chuns were the Moore twins, Stuart Donald, Jamie 
Wright and Verna McInnis. 


‘School buses were unheard of in those days and students travel- 
ed in various ways, sone walked, others rode bikes or came on horse 
back or buggy. In’winter we travelled by horse and toboggan. 


For recreation we played ball in summer and we managed to bay 
a ball and bat by each family donating a dime or a quarter. We 
would compete against the nearby schools such as Rotniim, Brand, 
Willow Glen and Wolverton. Some of the parents who owned cars 
would transport us to our games. 





One of the high lights of the year was the Christmas concert. 
It was held in the Meadow Bank Wali and about two weeks before it 
was held, the students and teacher would go to the hall everyday 
to practise. The older students would help decorate the tree and 
the hall and Mrs. Gladys Lowndes would help with the music and 
singing. 


When the snow had melted in the spring the yard decane a be 
hive of activity, practising for the comminity field day with five 
schools competing, Duck Greek, Brand, Rotnum, Willow Glen and 
Wolverton. 
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Ruby (Avery) Mack, continued 


‘The field day was held on a clearing beside Meadow Bank lake, 
starting with a school parade, each school with its banner. At 
noon we would receive a free hot dog, a cool drink and ice cream. 


When all the events were over and the points counted, the school 
with the most points would receive the trophy for the year. The 
doy and girl with the highest individual points were given silver 
medals and a bronge medal for the highest points in each age group. 
The day ended with a dance in Meadow Bank Hall. 


ALL the students of that time received their inmunization shots 
at the school or hall. The Doctor and a nurse would cone ~~ Dr. 
Ferguson and Dr. Jones were the doctors I renenber, later all the 
other schools cane to the hall and took part. 











As you can see, Meadow Bank Hall was a place of much activity. 
Every two weeks there was a Friday night dance, usually with locai 
misic, wedding dances were all held there and every election day 
it became the polling station. 





On Sunday the United Church held services every other week, 
from spring until fall blocked the roads. Special services, sich 
as Mother's Day, tea would be served at the conclusion of the 
service. Por the Thanksgiving service, the hall was decorated with 
vegetables, jars of jam and pickles, which were then given to th 
Minister. ‘After harvest the Ladies Aid woul put on a fowl supper 
and basaar. In the spring the community ladies would sponsor 4 
bean supper and dance. These two events were eagerly awaited and 
well attended. 











This is a picture of a 
gathering at the school 
where everyone cane and 
Drought their families. 
Hore we see Mrs. Aus= 
tring bringing her lunch 
donation. 





Don Austring 


Twas the seventh son of Mr. and Mrs. Ingvald Austring. As ten 
of my brothers and sisters were to go through the doors of Rotnun 
School, I was not exactly a stranger to the place. I recall the 
Afterndon, I think 1 yas in Grade IT, while walking outside the 
School yard, I was enjoying myself playing catch with a stone. 








yo 
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Don Austring continued 


The stone veered off course on its way down hitting a girl on the 
hack. The teacher was notified and Rotnum justice was handed out 
the next day when I received a strapping - 2 on each hand, T 
believe. ‘The strap reminded me of a trace fron a horses harnesst 
I can recall during my school years, three strappings in all, one 
of these for what the teacher called being saucy. Can you imag= 
ine a shy farn boy like me being saucy! 1! 


I also recall the year after my brother Juel left Rotnum. 
That is the year branded as persecution year for Ray Schau and 
myself. Several older voys in our grade were having spelling 
problens and they didn't want to be outdone by little squirts 
like Ray and I. Now that we didn’t have Juel to protect. us, we 
Were given the ultimatum ~ at least a few spelling mistakes’ or 
else!” The "or else” was being drageed head firet through the 
snow with a rope, and then hung from the limb of a large tree. 
‘This treatment, although unknown to the teacher, suddenly cane to 
a halt one day’when they had tied our hands behind our backs and 
pulled our feet quickly from under us. Ray hit the frozen ground, 
having the breath knocked out of him and began to turn a bit blu 
© resping for breath. Needless to say there were a bunch of 
classmates. 





Who could forget the day when the white horse driven by Harold 
and Yarlene Messenger had its tail neatly renoved by one of the 
boys, leaving the horse with @ real short "hair do”. I thought 
the tail should ro hone with the horse, so I found a piece of 
twine in the bern, and tied the tail back on, not really expecting 
that the dangling heir piece would ever make it out of the school 
yard. Mrs. Messenrer admitted she was just a bit angry to see 

the horse coning into the yard with the tall dangling ty a string. 











We used to play in the bush on the Tweidt farm cornering the 
school grounds, This one winter day we had built a fire and when 
the bell rang for class, after the noon hour, we all panicked and 
threw snow on the fire to put it out. ‘This proved tobe a nis~ 
take, because the smoke just billowed up through the trees, notify- 
ing the teacher of mur whereabouts. That ended our activities 
outside the school fence. I can rementer one long afternoon, 
sitting on the sunny side of the woodpile, trying to dry out, after 
getting soaked in the dugout. 





It was the habit of the pupils in the winter months to bring 
a can or thermos of soup to School. One day Marion Allan was 
going to heat her can of soup on the stove, it was ina jam or 
syrup can and the lid was on tight, suddenly there was an explosion 
‘that almost rocked the school, the’lid was blown off the can and 
every drop of soup was on the’ ceiling. 


I renenber playing prisoners base and round base with sone of 
ny classmates, Ray Schau, Jean Evenson and Eileen Leepart. T now 
live in Wadeng married to Ann Gortaen, formerly of Tabor, Alberta. 
We have three children and I have a moving van as well as driving a 
school bus - no wonder looking back, I can now appreciate the antics 
of school children, 








June (Austring) Spady 


I started school at Westport near Wadena, where I spent. one 
month befere moving to Hendon in Novenber 1977. I started gehool 
at Rotnun. At that tine there were seven Austring children at- 
tending Rotnun School. I can recall the seven of us arriving at 
the school for the first tine and being starred at by the other 
students. Tt would have been a much more seary experience Had I 
not had So many brothers and sisters with ne. 








‘The next, eleven years were spent at Rotnum. The outstanding 
ents were the Christmas concerts and the school picnies at the 
d of each school year. I'can still taste that honexade ice 








For grades 71 and Y11 I attended a Christian high school at 
Two Rivers Bible Institute. After completing high school Sysil 

Garrison (Yeinnaster) and I went into nurses training at forkton 
General Hospital fron 1950 to 53. T then nursed in Wadena Union 
Hospital fron 1953 = 105; 








Bible school was next in my preparation for becoming a medi- 
cal missionary. Thus, I spent 1955 to 50 at the Prairie Biole In- 
stitute, Fron there t went to Sozenan, Yontana, where 1 net Jin 
Spady; Nie wore narriea in August 1963. In June'1966, we went to 
ilzeria as missionaries with the Sudai Interior iséion and spent 
‘the next twelve years there. In June 1972 ye returned co the U.3.A. 
and Jin ts now administ: bed Nursing 
Broadus, Montana. 



















We have three sons, David age 15, Dale 14 and Tin ll, ALD 4 
all, I have covered many miles since my days at Rotnun school but 
fondest nenories will live on forever. 
and full life, Ged is so good to then 











ease 
1848. They 
Peters ranch. 
location of the ‘ara is SY 30-36 
Wand. 






The Booths originally cane fron 











Ontario and lived in various parte of 
Saskatchewan, Prior to moving to the 
Meadow Bank district, they fared 





north of Kelvington. 


th Kevbert Booth and Laura Hawkins came.fron 
was of English descent and Laura, Scotts 
n Ontario and had five children; three dons, 


and two daccuters ‘rs. Lawrence of Thorsby, Alberta and Merle, 
‘ps. Crawford 9” 


























Herbert Booth Family continued 


and Mrs. Booth moved to Kelvington to retire in 1954. 
ind his wife Agnes, reside on the hone farm with their three 
daughters, Marilyn presently of Saskatoon, Lorraine in Grade XI 

and Michelle in Grade X at the Kelvington’High School. 





Albert Bjorke Family 
Submitted by daughter Olga Murray. 


Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bjerke were both born in Norway and later 
cane to the U.3.A., where they were married. 





Albert came to Canada while still single, and worked on the 
railroad and in logging camps. He honesteaded north of Wadena on 
the Si, 36,12. While living there the five children attended 
Duck Creek School. It was a long walk of six miles, so it is no 
wonder sone of them became discouraged and left school before the 
age to do so, 


In the early days the horses were worked all day in the fields, 
30 most people were great walkers, especially our family. They 
walked many miles attending Church services at the hone of Helner 
Wickstrom, 





Sone years later, Albert acquired land at Stove Creek, north 
of Lintlaw. 


Albert Bjerke passed away and was buried in the Lutheran 
Conetery at Hendon. Mother and Carrie walked to liendon, carrying 
their rarden tools to tend the grave. Sister Annie took care of 
Mother until she passed away. 


Submitted by Dan Bjerke 


My father, Albert Bjerke was a school teacher, teaching lan- 
guages in Delwich, Minnesota. He sailed a lot in’Norway. He net 
and married Olivia Erickson, and later moved to the Duck Creek 
area on a farm. ‘They had five children, Carrie, Annie, Daniel, 
Olga and Henry. 





Albert farmed his land with horses and whatever machinery they 
had. Tt was six miles to walk to school, I'didn't like to walk so 
far, so asa result I didn't like school, I would have liked to 
have buses to ride like they have now. School teachers that I 
renen ber were Mrs. Palm, Mr. Lowen and Mr. MacKensie, My best. 
sriend was a Negro boy, Colunbus Skinner, whose Mother and Father 
farned in the area too. They moved back’to the U.S.A; 











My Father used to fire guard the school grounds. Tines 
hard, not much money, people lived fron farm produce and gardens. 
Many"had to po to work'at an early age. 














10 





Bjerke Family continued 


went to Alberta to logging camps, this was a new kind of experience 
for a young fellow. 


My sister Annie, married Andrew Nielson of Swan River, Manitoba. 
Olga married Lachlan Murray of Port Coquitlam, 8.c. carrie was 
never married and passed away in 1976, Henry the youngest was killed 
overseas in 1953, in World War IT, He was in the Second Division 
Highlanders, Eiekt Army. 


Tt is hard to renenber, it was a long time ago. 


Fred Burge family 
Submitted by Mary Burge 


Mr, and Mrs. Fred Burge came to Canada from Dorset, England 
in 1906. Me. Burge worked in Yorkton until 1910, That year he 
came to the Meadow Sank district ,and filed on a homestead, the 
SWE 16, 26, 12. On this land he'built a frane house and did the 
required honestead duties, breaking thirty acres in three years 
in order to "prove" or obtain the title. 





He also built a log bara, but as often the case, he was unable 
to get water that was fit to'drink and never did have a dependable 
supply of good water. 


He bought a team of oxen from Yorkton, 2500 and 2200 pounds, 
80 they could really pull a load, especially poplar roots. They 
would look around as though laughing when the double trees broke. 


In 1919 he bought Bi11 Young's quarter, SE 16, 36, 12 and then 
98.17, 36, 12, The Meadow Bank Post Orfice was at the Burgess 
hone fron’101i to 1019 and at that tine the Rural Route was est- 
ablished with the mail driver delivering mail to boxes along the 
route from Wadena to Kelvington. Carl Patrick was the last mail 
nan on the route, driving through all kinds of weather. 








Mr. and Mrs. Burge had one daughter, Mary or Dolly as she is 
fondly called. “She and her parents moved to Wadena on retirenent 
in 1952. “They bought a hone just south of the town. They both 
passed away in 1955. Dolly still lives in that hone, visiting 
others and more thah willing to give a helping hand to any of her 
neighbors. 


Mary, the comittes has given you the paragraph in a word of 
‘Thanks. me ee 

Axel Carlson Fanily 
Submitted by Ruby Johnson. 


Axel was born in Bjornlunda, Sweden, in Decenber, 1860, In 
1908, as a young man he came to'Canada, settling in Manitoba. 





” 
Axel Carlson family continued 


Later he came to the Wadena district and in 1012 he took up his 
honestead on the SWi 12, 35, 13. That sane year Axel returned to 
Sweden to bring bis bride, fulda, back to the homestead. 


Axel, with his dry wit was always a welcone guest, and added 
spice to’any get-together. He was one of the early trustees of 
the Retnum school, although they were never fortunate enough to 
have children of their own to attend that school. However they 
were able to give of their love and opened their hone to other 
small children. 





Magna was five years old when she came to live with then. 
She attended school at Rotnum, but unfortunately in 1927, she 
became ill and passed away within a short time at the age of 
fourteen» 


Later Ruby Wickstrom came to live with then and attended 
Rotnum School in 1935. She later married a Rose Valley farmer, 
Magnus Johnson and they are now retired and live in town. 


Her sister, Birdie, also spent sone years with tnen. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carlson will be renenbered for owning one of the 
first Classy Model T Ford coupes in the district. 


In 1949 the Carisong returned to Bjornlunda, Sweden to live. 
Axel passed avay in 1058 and Hulda in 1967+ 


Ole Christianson Family 
Submitted by Violet Brady 


My parents, Ole and Nettie Christianson, were both born in 
Norway. Father's name was Alfred, but everyone called him Ole. 
They enigrated fron Norway to the’ Langham area, and later to the 
Hendon district. They took up residence on Sec. 23, 36, 13, and 
continued to farm which was the only occupation Father’ had’ been 
interested in since a boy. 


Allan and I were the only children. While I would not renen- 
ber, I have since learned that Mrs. Sven Torgerson was the md- 
wife who assisted at my birth. The Torgersons were our neighbors 
for many years. 


My brother and I have both attended Rotnun School, and I have 
nenories of riding a white horse named Daisy. Some of my class= 
rates were Zileen and Margaret Evenson, Alida, Lugella and 
Evangeline Yablua, Sybil Garrison and Francis Kiland. 


I married Kirk Brady of Aylsham and we have four children. 
We now live in Saskatoon. Allan married Eunice Kidd and has three 
daughters. 
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John Coates Family 


John Willian Coates came to Canada in 1913. In 1916 he joined 
the 22nd. battalion in Winnipeg and served overseas. After his 
Gischaree from the Forces in 1922, he came to Kelvington and 
Settled on a farn in the Meadow Bank area. In 1023 he married 
Florence Carr of England, in Wadena. They had two sons, Edward 
Joseph and Raymond Derrick. On Decenber 16, 1939, Florence died 
following a short illness. She played a very active roll in the 
Ladies Aid and was a very dear friend to all the people she came 
in contact with. 


Baward married Merle Griffith of Wadena on his return fron 
service overseas in the Second World War and is now farming the 
old homestead. Raymond lives in Yorkton. 


In 1941, Jack married Christina Beaton of Bladworth. They 
had five children, Isabelle, Saskatoon; Eldon, Kelvington; Anne 
(Mrs. Hob Moyes) stevan; Carol (Mrs. Larry Miller)and Wayne, 
both Living in Cranbrook, B.C. 


Jack Coates passed avay on October 6, 1974 and was buried in 
Kelvingtons Christina lives in Kelvington. 
Ted Coates 
Submitted by Teddy Coates 
Béward Joseph Coates (Teddy) was born while the Jack Coates 


family lived on the Miller fart, the present John Minken far 
Later the family purchased the Sanford farn and moved there. 





On leaving school Teddy had an interest in farning and as a 
result he worked in the Meadow Bank and Kelvingtor areas on several 
farms. 


In the year 1944, he enlisted for service overseas with the 
Regina Rifle Regiment. He returned in the year 194¢ to the Yeadow 
Bank area, and purchased the former Art Nystrom farx near his Dad's 
and began’ farming. 








‘Ted and Merle Griffeth of Wadena were married in 1952 and they 
have two children, a son Randy and a daughter Florence and a prand~ 
gon Jody. 


Randy is presently employed in Edmonton and F 
tianson) resides ona farm west of Hendon. They have a si 


In 1956, Teddy purchased his father's farn and lived there for 
ten years. "He then purchased the Fred Prybilski farm and is now 
residing there. le has been a councillor for the R. M. of Sasnan 
fora nunber of years. Raising Anus cattle has been one of his 
interests for quite sometine along with having an interest in 

oH Club activities. 
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‘Ted Coates continued. 


Here is a typical scene in the 
days long ago. This is Mrs. 
Coates and her two small sons 
helping with the threshing. 

To Some of us these were the 
times to look forward to, 1 
can't help but think that it 

must have been hard work, 
Mothers had to take thei? 
children with then to the fields 
and barns, as they had to do the 
ghores white the man vas harvest 
Re 


Mrs, Coates was an avid 
quilter, she stitched along with 
the rest of the ladies. They 
found this a very ood way to 
get together and visit. 


Raymond Coates 


Raymond Derrik Coates was 

born while the Jack C 

family lived on the i farm. 

After leaving school he worked 

on several farns in the Meadow 
k-and Kelvington areas. 








He farmed the Co ates hone 
place for three year, 1956-59, 
then worked in Lockie's Tii 
shop in Kelvington for thr 
fears. The Shop was sold and Raymond worked under the new manage 
ent until 1963. “He moved to Yorkton and worked for Kelly Spring- 
field Tire until’1077.. He was employed on a farm near Yorkton for 
two years. 








He is presently working for the city of Yorkton. 


Raymond and his wife Laura live at 37 Myrtle Avenue, Yorkton. 
‘They make their annual journey to the Meadow Bank district. for 
visiting and get-topethers. 
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Ernest Davis Family 
Submitted by Mary Leitch 

Ernie or "Pon" Davis as he was fondly called, cane with his 
wife fron Ogena, Saskatchewan, in the 1910's, Mé lived on the 
Net, 7, %6, 12, 'near the Rotnum Schools 


‘They had one child, an adopted daughter Margaret, now Mrs. 
Fred Mcleod of Parkvilla, 8. ¢ 





Mr, Davis was a self trained veterinary. In the 1930's there 
was an‘outbreak of sleeping sickness among the horses and he mana~ 
ged to save the lives of many of these horses by his treatments. 

very day he would make his rounds with a team and Sennett Dugey. 


As their home was within walking distance of Rotnum sehool, 
many teachers nade this hone their boarding place. 


Pictured here is one of the teachers 
that stayed at the hone of the Davises. 
Many a happy hour was spent at the side 
of the old pot peliied stove, there 
would be a chair on each sidé of the 

og confortable warnth. Mrs. Davis liked 

: her work around the kitehen, she 

went about her chores with a happy, 

cheerful smile. 


Neighbours and friends renenber their 
dog naned Mickie. He was so well 
trained, he was able to save Mir. and 
Mrs. Davis a lot of steps, He would 
bring his own food dish as well as the 
one for the cats. If Mr. Davis needed 
a hammer or wrench, he would call out 
and Mrs. Davie would hand the tod over 
£0 Mickie to be delivered. 


Mr. Davis loved children, and always 
carried peppermint candy'in his pocke 
to share with then. 





‘Their greatest recreation was a good 
gane of crokinole, which with all the 
practice he had, he could just about 
Beat anyone. 


They were just one of the many neigh= 
bors that we had around the area that 
Fave everyone many happy memories. 


When the tine cane for retirenent, they 
moved their house into Hendon and both 
passed aay a few years later. 





Mickie 
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Alfred vervysnire Family 


Submitted by George Derbyshire 


Alfred Derbyshire and his wife were both born in England. 
Alfred was orphaned | when he was six years old, and was waised by 
Dr. Benardos fiones in London. When he was sixteen years old he 
was sent to Canada to the Benardo farma at Russell, Manitoba. 





He stayed in the Russell area until 1905 when he cane to Sask- 
atchewan and took a honestead in the Nut Lake district. He filed 
on the Wi 2, 38, 12, 





Edith Davies came to Canada in 1911 and married Alfred Derby- 
shire in 1915. George and Gertrude were born on the homestead at 
Nat’ Lake 





In 1919 Mr. Derbyshire drove @ school van for the Batestown 
School district, making the round trip every day from Nut Lake 
to Kelvington, as there was no school at Batestown at that time 





About 1920, he sold the homestead to the Soldier Settlement 
Board, and bought the SWE 22, 37, 12 from Martin Burman. There 
Lila, Jessie and Jim were born. 


‘This farm was surrounded by schools, all at least five miles 
from our hone. There were children fron close to home going to 
Duck Creek that was where we attended, it was five miles from 
home. I must say we did not learn very much. As a small child, 
riding five miles on an old pony, we were too tired to study. 











I still renenber my first te Henry Lowen, he was a good 
feacher, but very strict. I was scared stiff most’ of the tine, 
Then we had Percy Heffren, we got along good with him, but we did 
not learn too much, as we were still too tired. Then there was 
Mrs. Pain, she was'a very good teacher and we got along good 

with her. 





It is nice to mest and visit with the people I went to school 
with at Duck Creek. Some of thom are away from home oF this ar 
but they do get back at times and it is great to visit with them. 


In 1928, Brand school was built just one mile from our hone, 
we were happy to attend 50 close to our hom 











I started farming on my own in 1931, in the Brand district. 
I married Clarice Watt in 1939, and we moved to the Batestown 
district in 1041 and farmed there until 1976 when we sold the 
farm and retired in Kelvington. 


We raised a family of five, two girls and three boy: 
















Io 
Alexander Donald Family 


Alexander (Sandy) Donald was born in Leith, Scotland in 18h. 
We was a baker by trade, serving four years as’an apprentice. 

eto sea as an assistant steward for two or three years following 
his apprenticeship. 








At the age of nineteen he emigrated to Canada, landing at Melita, 
Manitoba, in August 1903. He stayed as a farn laborer until the 
arly surmer of 1905, earning $150.00 a year. 


Sandy, Scott Branaconia and Jim Brand (who was later killed in the 
war of 1014), answered the call "to no west young man, go west". 
fe filed on his honestead, sec.28-36-12 and during that. sumer they 
built sod shacks, returning to Melita for the harvest. In the Sun~ 
ner of 1006, the same three bachelors arrived in Wadena by rail. 
They pooled their resources and bought a tean of oxen for $150.00, 
harness for $12.00 and a wagon gear for $15.00. Av Mooney's store 
they bought a stove, three axes and a grubstaks which consisted of 
Flour, oatmeal, taking powder, lard and syrup. The store keeper 
asked what. price? The boys hgd one object. in view and their siogan 
was "the cheapest you've got!™ Next they went to the bush to make 
2 box fron poplar poles for their wagon gear. They were all loaded 
‘and set out. for their homesteads. How~ 
ever it rained for two days, the first 
night. on the road they crawied into a 
haystack, wet, clothes and all, to try 
to get some sleep. They spent the 
hight. peeking out of holes looking for 
daylight. They were thankful for the 
haystack as what blankets they had were 
covering thelr flour and oatmeal. The 
trip itself was quite an ordeal. The 
team of oxen were green and would head 
for the biggest slough to get away from 
mosquitoes. They had to get invo the 
Slough themselves and use brute stren~ 
ath to get the oxen back on the trail. 
















Tt took two days to arrive at the 
spot where they had built their shacks 
the previous year, only to find them 
demolished ty herds of cattle, belonging 
fo'ranchers in the area, the’ aninals 
had raided thon trying to brush off the 
mosquitoes, which were literally in 
Siouds in those days. 


The whole countryside was bush and 
slough. Fowever there was dry land in 
between, and they proceeded to build 
shacks On their respective homesteads, 
three tn all, one for each of ther | 
‘They were bullt with poplar poles stand- 
ing upright, 10'x 12", with a sod roof. 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald ‘They Lathed then with’ willows and plas 

tered then with clay: They thought 

they had done a tremendous job as they 

had only hammer, nails and an axe. 
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Alex Donald Family continued 


Upon returning to their honesteads the following spring, they 
foung, mach to their disappointment, the rains had washed away a 
lot of the clay and there were holes throughout. Next they built 








five acres on each honestead. 
winter the oxen. They borrowed a scythe from a neighbor. For 
Forks they went to the bush and got willows with two prongs, peeled 
and dried then. These,they used for stacking hay. 


‘The fall of 1906 - 07 settlers poured into the country. Every 
homestead that was surveyed at that tine was taken. Many of these 
first settlers did not stay, but moved out for what they hoped 
were greener pastures. 


‘The winters of 1906 = 07, they spent on their honesteads after 
returning fron the harvest in Manitoba. Hopefully with enough 
Roney to carry them'through the winter and summer. During those 
early days they thrived on duck eges in the early sunmer and rabbit 
Stew in the winter, ‘That first winter they bought a quarter of beef. 
Having no better place to store it they put it on top of the sod 
roof. The sparrows and woodpeckers roosted on it,as well as the 
Wind blowing and covering the beef with dirt fron’the sod. The 
meat was black, sun-burned and gritty. They ate it, grit and all, 
Fationaltaing that if grit was food for hogs, a Little wouldn't 
Go then any harm. 


Before they could haul firewood a sleigh had to be built from 
poplars. They used this sleigh for two or three winters. In 
Order to earn money for the coming season, Dad spent several win- 
ters in the bush, approxinately eighty miles north, working for 
the Red Deere Lumber Company. The wages were $16.00 to $30.00 a 
month. If your work was not satisfactory you were fired and some~ 
one else took your place. At best, you could expect hay for a bed, 
and supply your own blankets with lots of lice thrown in as a bonus. 





In 1007, Dad and Jim Brand bought a team of horses which had 
been shipped into #ifros with sone se ttler's effects. That was 
the last of the oxen. In the summer of 1912, he built one of the 
first frame buildings, Lt consisted of two roons. That winter he 
went back to Scotland: He said he was prospecting for a diffe 
ent kind of a partner, he met the girl of his dreans, Catherine 
Leader. At Kirkfield Fara, the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Harrison 
they were married on April'l3, 191k. Dad made his own wedding cake. 


Catherine Donald was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 169k. 
Before enirrating to Canada she worked in & shop in Edinburgh where 
they sold sol? equipment. She earned eight shillings a week. "She 
had her twentieth birthday on the ship coming to Canada.” Thore 
were other brides also sailing to the new land to be married. The 
voyage was very rourh, as they were tossed fron side co side nearly 
greryone guftered from Sen sickness, One girl remarked "all this 
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Alex Donald family continued 


Upon arriving at Wadena, Dad met Mother with a tean and sleigh. 
It was the spring of the year. For twenty niles they criss-crossed 
around sloughs, picking their way across the prairie. Nother 
‘thought these were very funny roads. Having lived ail her life in 
the city, she had very little knowledge of her future as a hone- 
steader's wife. She had never even seen bread baked, but Dad soon 
taught her. She became a very good cook. 








By this time they had a three rooned house, seven head of cattle 
and a team of horses. There was no well on the farm so for seven 
years it was necessary to use water fron the lake, hauling it for 
the livestock. Water for the calves and household use was obtained 
by melting snow in tubs on the stove. Clothes were washed on a 
board without a wringer. In the sumer the water was often hard 
and had to be softened with ashes. There were no neighbors for 
niles, weeks would go by without seeing another woman. Being 
accustoned to the hustle and bustle of the eity, “other found the 
silence of the prairie over-powering, silence being broken only 

by the howl of a coyote. 








Grain had to be hauled to Wadena. Dad would leave hone very 
early in the morning, before daylinht, having loaded the nicht 
before. He wouldn't ‘return until after midnight, but Mother al= 
ways waited up for him and had a hot meal ready: In order to 
keep warn the men usually walked or ran behind the sleighs. How= 
ever, one neighbor, Elif Linden, always sat in the sleigh tox, 
and endured the cold. My dad asked hin why he didn't get off to 
walk, he replied, "Iid racher sit and freeze like a man than ran 
Behind like a don". 





There were no doctors for miles and no hospitals. midwife, 
Mrs. Otter, attended our Mother for the first two children, nanely 
Rena and Kenneth. “Muriel, Wilma, Jean and Stuart were born in 
Wadena. | 


As time went on Dad purchased five other quarters of land, 
raised a fair sized herd of cattle and owned from twenty to thirty 
horses. In later years he had a herd of purebred Jersey cows, 

milking ten to fifteen cows daily. We girls always said, Dad 

nade good use of his daughters for as the last one left home he 
bought a milking machines | 








Dad remained on the farm almost sixty years. He saw many 
changes, fron oxen to horses, cars, tractors, threshing machines 
and conbines. He, like the other ploneers worked rard and at tines 
faced any hardshids and set-backs, but raced each day with courare 
and determination. His motto was, "Persevere, for parseverence 
overconeth difficulties", This mist have been the motto of most 
of the pioneers for without perseverence they would not have re= 
mained to develop this country as it is today. 





















Dad passed away in 1963. After Stuart's death in 1972, Mother 
was unable to live alone on'the farm. in 10 Tarn was sold 
fo Elmer Boon, Havine lived rirty=nine years in the same place, 
seeing her children corn and raised there, having planted and 





oh 
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‘Alex Donald family continued 
watched so many trees grow to maturity,it was not easy for 
Mother to leave so many memories behind. dut her pioneer spirit 


prevailed, she moved to a new hone in Kelvington, where she stil) 
Fosides. 





Submitted by Rena (Donald) Bien 


Rena was born on the SEL 28, 36, 12, eldest of the Sandy 
Donald family. 


In the spring of 1022, Mother took four of us children hone | 
to Scotland for one year.’ I started to school at Dr. Bell's in 
Edinburgh, which is stili being used as a school. My attendance 
vas poor as I seened to catch everything, measles ete. ending Up 
with bronchial pneumonia. 


On our return tn 1923, Kennie and I started to school at Duck 
ks “Archie Seed drove’ our horse and bugey to schools until we 
vere able to handle a horse. One day afver we wore driving our 
selves, two horse back riders raced wp behind, Seared our forse 
and it’ran away. Kennie fell out of the bupey, ihe wheel wont 
over his necks “After that he was called "iuovor Necks 





Ny tirst teacher was Mr. Philben, followed by Henry Lowen, 
Miss MeLeilan, Mra. Pain, who taught the boys and girls toknde. 
Mr, Mofensie who pot the’giris to pick wild flowers and grasees 
to'send to his lady triend. tn return she sents large fox of 
hone baking. ‘We rot a holiday fron school to have a pionie« 
Along cane the School Inspector. never heart wnat his report 
vas." This teacher was followed by Mona lickay wro we ail 1iked 
Yery muchs “Iwrote my Grade VIII then 


One of the highlights of our school years was our annual 
Christmas Concert. We all got new dresses, our bair curled, We 
especially looked forward to Santa Claus coming, he was played 
by Mr. John Laneley, the best ever. 


Some of the pupils I remember were Archie Seed, Sam and Albert 
Lancley, Mac and'Connie Jones, Frank Johns, Phyllis, Leighton, 
Perey and Thurlow Gowan, Alna’and Phillip Drummond, Eleanor and 
Brn Fuller, Carrie, Annie and Dan Bjerke, Irene Niel, Caroline, 
John and Bdith Koch, Millie Sanford, Dorothy Weaver and Cora 
Lindsay, Phyllis and Bert Parish. 


‘The older boys gave ne a rough tine chasing me with dead 
gophers and mice. We competed each other on having the best 
arden, they were grown on the fire guard. Some of the game 
I renenber were Fox and Geese out in the snow and Pump, Pump, 
Pall Away. 
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Rena (Donald) Bien continued 


I stayed hone for several years. Our pleasures were Church, 
‘Young Peoples, Ladies Aid, putting on plays, dances, quilting 
bees and visiting. 





In 1939, I married Herb Bion, who cane to the district as a 
hired man fron Shamrock. Our first hone was in Flin Flon where 
we lived until 1947, While in Flin Flon we adopted our daughter 
Dianne Thompson who lives at Meadow Lake. She has two daughters, 
‘Tannis and Dara. 








After leaving Flin Flon we came back and built a house in 
Dad's yard. In 1951 we moved to Hendon where Herb was Co-op 
Manager until 1975. We spent our spare time, the last two years, 
building our retirement hone in Kelvington, where we now reside. 


Submitted by Kenneth Donald. 


Kenneth (Ken) Donald was born May 24, 1917, second in a family 
of six, to Mr, and Mrs, Sandy Donald of the Meadow Sank district. 


He attended Duck Creek School fron 1923 = 31, later remaining 
at home to help with the work on the farm of which there was 
plenty. They often worked three outfits of horses in the fields 
at one tine. In time Ken and his brother Stuart gradually took 
over the farm work.” Ken purchased land of his own, but remained 
at hom 








In 1954, he met and married Mrs. Irene Zinner (nee Ragen) of 
Rose Valley” ie moved +o the fut Lake district, where vhey still 
Live and are active in mixed farming. Ken learnéd to love horses 
at a very early age, and they became his hobby, he still rai 

a few good horses to enjoy. 











In 1955, their son Allister was born, making a fanily of five 
children.” ‘they are all on ©) 
visit, mich to the joy of their parents. 





‘Their family consists of Dianne and Mark Thorpe and Shanha 
of Regina; Gary and Maureen Zinner, Cameron and Patrick of Warman; 
Maureen and Bob Schindelka of New Westminster, B,C; Bartley and 
Nicole Zinmer and Chantal of Saskatoon and Allister of Saskatoon. | 





‘The Ken Donalds live on S.W. 22, 38, 12. 


Submitted by Muriel (Donald) Geck | 


Remembering back to school years can be very vague in places, 
and prominent in others, Travelling the three miles to Duck Creck 
School will never be forgotten, the dirt roads and mud, trails 
through fields and pastures, the sloughs and the snowbanks during 
winter months, Sometimes wo walked or drove a horse or team, 
Whichever was available. 
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Mariel (Donald) Geck continued 


If we had one horse, it was hitched to bugey or toboggan,or a 
team, they were hitched to a cutter or sleigh, and we picked up 
the neighboring kids along the way. Under these travelling con- 
ditions it was not without many mishaps and frost-bites. laving 
an upset in the snow banks was not unusual, the horses running off 
or a break down. Thanks to good neighbors along the way, Linde! 
McInnises, or Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mack, (they 1ived just north of 
the school), they would come to our rescu 

















When walking hone fron school, through Mra. Fegolin's yard, 
(now Gharlie Irving's) she would often give us something to 
gonetines in exchange for picking up her axe or hoe left in the 
Tong grass as she was afvald of snakes. rs. McInnis would often 
have @ slice of freshly baked bread ali prepared, it was delicious. 
During wild berry season, enroute hone, we would head for Melnnis's 
chokecherry patch. Serries have never’ compared with those, fiiiing 
our pockets and stomachs, always knowing our mother would. chastise 
us, the stained teeth and clothing was & giveaway, Smpossivie to 
hide. 

















one incident which renains very clear in my mind was the 
day Drummond's team ran off, Rena and T were catching a ride to 

the north corner on our way hone fron school, with Aisa and Phil 
Aina’ drove a snappy tean of blacks on the bugey. We were stand= 
inglehing Ene seat, going at a great speed with others following 
behind. “Going through a Low spot the pole of the buggy dropped 
down and ran into the ground, throwing the bugey in the air’ land- 
ing upside down. The team took off and ran away home. Phil was 
‘thrown into the air and was knocked unconscious, the Kids" all 
assembled around poor Phil, waiting for hin to Fevive, they had 
all forgotten about me until soneone saw ny fect sticking out fron 
under ‘the buggy, the wind had been knocked out of me, 80° was 
unable to holier "help". Sam Lancely and Irene Neil’ were follow- 
ling behind with one horse ona cart.” f think Sam took us hone and 
Hefnnisos were notified, they took Phil and Aina hove, “Within the 
last two or three years, Phil and T were recalling this ineident. 
Phil didn't get back to’ school for two weeks and ss he said, "live 
never been right since". 








On returning hone after my first day at school, I renenber 
telling my parents that there was a man going to school. The man 
was Leighton Gowan, with his black velvet cap I thought he was 
just too dig to be attending school. Also the other pupils would 
PSC me up on @ desk at recess and ncon hour, asking questions to 
hear me speak, and then laugh at my Scoteh accent. So we girls 
spent much tine checking up on each other, correcting our pron= 
uneiation to the Canadian way. We didn't do as well with Ken. 











If I'm not mistaken my first school teacher was Percy Hleffemn 
or Henry Lowen, and his carrying me through the waver, which he 
thought was" 00 deep for ne Or ty footweare There was tre, Palm 
who aught all us kids, boys as well as girls, hor to knie scarves 
Und mitts during cold Spells when it was"too frosty Go play outs 
Side'at, noon hour and recess.” To this day itm still kniteing thon 
as taught by hers 


















Mordel (Donald) Geck continued #7 


There are wonderful menories of Mona McKay's teaching years 
with us. T'was in grade four on her arrival. One big achiev- 
Rent, she managed to stop me chewing ny finger nails, T admired 
her nails so mich and would think, "if T could only have finger 
nails and polished like Miss McKay's", Possibly it was my age 
during her, teaching years with us, but I always thought she was 
quite special, and all our good old Christmas concerts, and our 
anticipation tor Santa Claus. Mr, Lancely played the part, and 
Ro one was ever able to replace hin. 


‘The last two years at Duck Creek School, I was able to take 
grades 9 and 10 by correspondence, Eva Harrison and Mr. and Mrs. 
Hordsen helped me whenever Iwas in need of assistance. I went 
to Wadena High School for grades 11 and 12. I boarded with Mr. 
and Mrs. Seott Branscombe, they were memorable years. 


After completing High School, I was off to work, mostly 
clerking and office work for Burts Company. In 19,8, I married 
Norman Geek, we farm south of Kelvington and have on@ son, Grant, 
who is at hone farming. 





Submitted by Wilma (Donald) Lovdahl 


My years as a student at Duck Creek numbered more than the 
average student, for not only did I take grades 1 to 8, but T 
took grades 9, 10, and 11 by correspondence. However, "my asso- 
chation with Buck’Creek didn't end there. For each year till I 
yas narried, T'helped the teachors with their annual Christnas 
joncerts. 





My memories of those years are many; sone happy, sone sad, 
sone hunorous and some "just are”. 


How well T renenber our recess and noon hour softball and 
football games. Te mist have been *Tackie Football” for ag T 
can recall, T usually ended up on the sotton of the heap. When 
fhe noon bell rang ws would all. sroop in covered with snow from 
head'to toe. there was always "Pump, Punpy Pull-avay", "Prison 
erie Base", "Fox and Goose", or "ast Couple Out. 


Our modes of travel were varied, depending on the season. 
Generally in the winter, it was horse and toboggan, but when there 
Were four of us attending school, we drove a team and cutter. My 
brother Ken delighted in taking is at top speed over the pitch 
holes, more than once leaving the cutter bor behind, much to th 
annoyance of Dad who would have to repair it. In the spring the 
roads would be breaking up, so we had to ride horseback for two 
or three weeks. Not only did we have to carry our own lunch, but 
feed for our horses and any books we may have. These we used to 
put ina bag, usually a sugar bag and tie it around our necks and 
Shoulder, We always made a big deal about our horses needing 
water at noon froma nearby slough. This was a good excuse for a 
horse race back to achool. The competition was keen and the win- 
ner carried a lot of prestige. Sometines we walked to school a 
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Wilma (Donald) Lovdahl continued. 


distance of three miles and sometimes we naa a cart or DugEy. 
Bveryone had a school horse. 


Many a winters day we would arrive at school with frosen faces 
and frosen dinners. can renenber toasting our sandwiches on the 
Stove poker to thaw then out. Sonetines each family would take 
turns £0 bring a gallon of milk which we would heat ina kettle of 
hot water to make cocoa. On the really cold days we would all sit 
around the heater, roasting one side and freeing the other. The 
Pupils whose desk was nearest the heater were always assured at 
Yeast of a hot neck and back. Our fingers would be so numb we 
couldn't write ti11 the school house warned. The winter of 1933- 
5k was extremely cold. Clothing was not like it is now. Thare 
wore no parkas, I wore a pair of felt socks, with at least three 
pair of woollen ones inside so my feet were warn. I froze my face 
everyday for three weeks. In spots my skin was iike leather. 

There were only five pupils at school for those three weeks. Look- 
ing back I'm not sure 1° we were the tough ones or the foolish on 
T'Goubt very mich if we acquired much knowledge those cold days. 











I went right fron Grade 1 to 6 with Mona McKay as my teacher. 
She left our school in midterm and well I recall that day. All 
the girls were orying. I think we thought we were loosing our 
nother, Misa Mekay even kissed the boys good-bye. What a dra~ 
ratic day! No one ever kissed anyone at school, 








After I completed high school, Joyce Maynes taught Duck Creek 
for two years. We established a lifetine friendship. I was help- 
ing my parents on the farm those years, for. it was war time and 
help was hard to get, The many activities Joyce and I thought up 
by Nay or entertainment. "We had a saying "at Least we are ori- 
minal*, 








Bach winter the young people of the district would put on a 

Our star conedian was "Harry Lindent~-even when 
ed to be funny. But when Joyee and I offered to 
ket for him as a dressing room he protested pro~ 





the farm. We have three children, all living in British Colunbi 
David 18 an Engineer with the Ministry of Environnent at Kelown 
Paul Haugen, with the ROMP, Their hone at present 
ggie married David Rusnell, 
who is also with the ROM, al years she taught primary 
grades in British Columbia, but is now devoting her tine as a 
homemaker and mother. ‘They have one small son, Quinn Alexander. 















As one nost logically recalls those school years, T suppose 
by today's standards they were hard. But, perhaps it wasn't all 
bad. We learned to cope with most anything the environment handed 
bs and to make the best of it. I don't remenber ever having to 
reh for my identity-- I just was. 
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Wilma (Donald) Lovdahl continued 





Ag T look back I realize what a large part the country school, 
our classmates and teachers played in our lives. We spent mor 

awake hours in the schools than we did in our hones. Sumuing it all 
ps -saperhaps not too many of us became rich or fanoue, still I think 
not only Duck Creek #2002, but all similar country schools"can nes~ 
Ele down in the annals of’tine and say "a job well done.” 








Submitted by Jean(Donald) Brownlé 


Jean 4s the fifth child born to Mr. and Mrs, Alex Donald. She 
grew up on the family farm in the Meadow Bank district and attended 
School at Duck Creek for grades one to ten. During those years my 
teachers were, Miss Harrison, Mr. Eordson, Miss Eskelson, Mr. Leitch 
and Miss Mayne 


Me had a lot of good times at our country school and our annual 
Christmas Concert was the highlight of the year. Since this event 
‘took place in the Meadow Bank Hall, we were permitted to skip 
afternoon classes and go to the hail for a dress rehearsal. 














In those years, children were undaunted by the severe winter 
weather, but then how could one feel cold while pareicspating in a 
Towdy. game of football or For With'che arrival of spring, 
Cane Aroor Day, when we spent the day in the school yardy 
planting trees’ and raking’ and cl 

Potatoes in the ashes of the don 
Bhe burnt ones: 


After completing my ten years at country school, T took my 
grade eleven and twelve in the Kelvington High School. Following 
my graduation T was employed at the Co-op Store in Keivington and 
Tater at Al and Mary DeShaye's Ladies Wear. 















After graduating fron High School, Bruce spent one winter 





working in British Columbia in a lunbér camp, and se 
winters working in the Northwest Territories with 0i1 
He now farns with Ian. 


Al other 
Exploration. 


Shelley completed her grade twelve and spent one year at Uni- 
versity, then worked in a Photo Studio and Nursing Home in Saska- 
toon, She married Russell Feairs and they have two children, 
Shayne and Marni. 


Pattie is in grade eleven and upon completion of grade twelve 
plans to train inthe vocation of her choseer 


I am the "chief cook and bottle washer " at the Brownlee resi- 
dence. Spring through fall, I serve as the official farm "Go-Fer" 
‘you know "go for" repairs, go for dinner, the fuel, the truck 

and auger, etc. etc. 
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Jean (Donald) Brownie 
My favorite summer pastime is gardening, in winter it is curling. 


Despite the ups and downs of farming, I love the country life and 
hope that I will never have to exchange it for a town or city life. 


Mr. Jack Drunmond 





Drummond cane originally from Bruce County in Ontario. He 
was one of a family of eleven. The Drunnonds spent several years 
at Holland, Manitoba, where they farmed. Jack worked for thirteen 
years with his father and finally decided to come west and hone~ 
Stead In central Saskatchewan. 


He came to Kylemore in 1905, to the hone of his cousin, Mr. 
Dan Rankin. From there he cane’north to Henry Schmidts and lo- 
cated his honestead. He returned to Manitoba for the winter and 
cane with three horses and implements to Wadena in 1906, He 
homesteaded on the NEt 16, 36, 12. He stayed with the Schnidts 
while he hauled lumber from Wadena to build his one room, four- 
teen foot. shack and barn. He bought the Pete Schmidts place and 
‘moved there and married Migs Mary Burman in 1913. Tueir four child= 
ren were all born there. Their nearest school was Duck Creek and 
the older children were briefly enrolled there: 








Mn. Drunmond did his farming with horses and raised some very 
Fine stock in bis day. His farn was situated close to the prob= 
anle location of the old Dominion Covernnent. Telerraph line, 
which was in operation through this country in the 1880's. The 
Sastern section from Selkirk to Livingston, tyelve miles from 
Peliy, was built and in operation by July 1876. The western sec~ 
tion Which passed directly through, south of Kelvington and Mea- 
Gow Sank district, was completed to Laduke, Alberta by Novenber 
of that year. It'passed from Pelly through this area to Hunboldt. 
her near neighbors of Mr. Drummond, Jack Lanceley and the Gowans, 
Pound Unmistakeable evidence of this fanous old line on their 
homesteads. Mr. Lanceley had one of the old insulators which 
rarriad the wire, and had at one tine several of the handnade nails 
used in construction. He has plowed out pennican and many other 
relies of the Indian People who once lived here before the home= 
Steaders cane, and is the local authority on matters pertaining to 
those early settlers. We quote Mr. Russell, in the "Carlton Trail” 
Much trouble was experienced in keeping the line in operation. 
‘The eastern part passed through low marshy land and woods, and in 
the west, (which is our district) the buffalo pushed over many of 
the poles while rubbing their shagey sides against then. At times 
prairie fires burned many of the poles. ‘Then, owing to the change 
Tn'the route of the OPR, the portion of the original line east of 
Hunboldt was abandoned in 1881, and the new lines from South 
Quidppelle to Humboldt ware completed in 1863. 








Mrs. Drummond died and buried in the Kelvingrove Cemetery. Mr+ 
Drummond retired to Kelvington, his two sons farm the original hone. 











2b 
Submitted by Dorothy Drew St Goddard (Evans) 


‘was born to Sam and Mary Rose Evans (Genaille) and one of 
eight children, My father farmed, and I with ny older brother and 
Sisters, attended Rotnun School. I also had a half-brother, Joe Gillis 
who never Lived with us, but was raised by his grandparents. So never 
Took the Evans nane. Hig grandfather, Antoine Genaille, who raised 
him, was a kindly, anassuning man with great strength of character. 


‘The following excerpts of Antoine's were submitted by Mr. Clift 
Lee of Hendon. 


Antoine was born in the year 1836 at Tle Le Crosse, he had a 
colorful lifer ‘hauling nail, Freighting and was a factor at the Hud- 
son Bay Post at Tut Lake, north west of Kelvington. 


Antoine hauled nail from Fort Carry (Winnipeg) to Ednonton, also 
freighted the first Printing Press over the sane route by dog tean. 
le nade trips with the mail on foot as a runner. 


He was a man of great stanina, having broke trail for forty miles 
on snow shoes and nade forty miles’on trail with dogs in the one 
day. 


One tine a nunder of Hudson Bay nen were going by sleigh fron 
the Nut Lake Post to the Fort Livingstone Post, (Pelly). This tine 
the trip was being nade by horse and Antoine figuring the horses were 
too slow, decided to go on foot alone. When the party arrived with 
their horses, they were surprised to find that Antoine had arrived 
already at the post well ahead of then. 





My father, Bob Lee, told me about Antoine freighting fron Yadena 
to his Post by’dogs. He'would cone the first ten miles to ay dad's 
then te up the dogs, the lead dog in one corner and the wheel dog 
in the other corner of the shack, that way there was no fight. 





He served as a guide for the N.W.l.P. during the rebellion, 
while crossing the plains by buckboard during the rebellion, in the 
Company of a fir. Dewdney, they ran short of food, so Antoine killed 
a skunk, thr. Dewdney did'not relish the thought of eating a skunl 
So declined but hunger got the best of him and he decided to try 
sone. 











About then the Indians spotted the buckboard and took after 
then. When the shooting began, Tir. Dewdney became frightened and 
crawied to the bottom of the Quckboard, while Antoine handled the 
fean with one hand and the rifle with the other. 

This same Mir. Dewdney later decane Lieut. Gove of Saskate! 
ewan. 











a7 
Samuel Evans 


Sam Evans cane to the Rotnum District in the early 1920's or 
around 1919, He was very instrumental in helping to organize the 
Rotnum School District. Sam was the secretary of the conmittee 
to get the school built. 








‘The family consisted of John, Dorothy, Gwen, Sam Jr., Bill, 


larie, Mary and George 





‘They Lived on See. SW 6, 36, 12. Mr. Evans was a veteran. 


‘The family went to Duck Creek school. 


Anna Evenson Family 


Mrs. Anna Evenson and three children, Edward, Clara and Bennie, 
moved to the district in 1912 and settled on the farm next to the 
Fiolstons, (1W 2, 26, 13), Bennie was about 12 years when they 
arrived.’ We attendéd school in Victoria Park for a tine, then 
went back to Max, North Dakota, where he attended school’ and was 
confirmed in the'Lutheran Church, He returned to his "other's 
farn in Canada. 


In 1021, Bennie Evenson and Dollie Halsten were married and 
Lived'on the Evenson farm. ‘They bought the land in 1926, 


Bennie served on the Rotaun School Board for many years. In 
those days the district people did the upkeep and repairs on the 
School in order to save money. Bennie spent many hours helping 
with this job. His wife had the job of scrubbing the floors for 





Dollie and Bennie attended the Lutheran Church and Dollie has 
always been interested and active in the Ladies Aid. 





They had five children, Margret, Zileen, Gordon, Norman and Jean. 
had their elementary schooling at fotnum, except Gordon who 
was an invalid from birth. 








Benny Evenson's family 


Anna's three children 
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jen Evenson family continued 


Margret Evenson became a teacher and has now taught at various 
Places in Saskatchewan for thirty-one years. She married Lloyd 
Bucknum from Springside in 1951." They have one daughter Lynn of 

Bamonton, Alberta. Lynn renembers attending Rotnum School for one 
week while she visited her grandparents. 








In 1965’ Bennie Evenson was instantly killed in a tractor acci~ 
dent, the family farm was purchased by Lloyd and Margret. 


Dollie Evenson has her hone in the same yard. Her home is the 
old Rotnun teacherage, but she had two roons buiit on and has made 
other renovations, She lives here during the summers and spends 
her winters in Alberta and Sritish Colunbia. 


ELleen Evenson worked as a telephone operator in Wadena and 
Canora for many years. She married Ernie Samuels of Canora in 1949. 
‘They have two daughters, Linda in Saskatoon and Cheryl of Kinistino- 
Eileen and Ernie have lived in Calgary for the past seven years. 
Eileen as done secretarial work since moving to Calgary. 


Worman Evenson went to work on oil wells with his uncle when he 
left hone. He married Maxine Carison in 1959. They have two girls, 

They now live in Youbou, B.C., where Norman 
iywood mill. 


ean Evenson went to Winnipeg to work, there she met and mar 
ried Cecil Smith.” They have six children, Cecil Jr., Cail, Dale, 
‘Lorne and Sandra, ‘They have lived’in Calgary for the past 
n years or more, 


‘The Evenson children all renenber that 3} mile walk to school. 
They walked in sumer and in winter rode horseback, used a toboggan, 
rode on a stone boat, or ina cutter. Margaret and Bileen walked 
‘one whole winter. 














Flostrand Family 


In 1927, Svein Flostrand was immigrated from Norway to the 
Rotnun district. In 1928, Arnie followed hin, They both worked 
on elevator construction during the summer. They bought land, 
NE 11, 36, 13, and started farming. 


In 1930, John Flostrand and father Hans arrived. They all 
En 1934 or 38, dohn and Svein moves 











Arne married Mabel Lindstrom who had been a teacher at Rotnun 
School during 1932-33. ‘They lived on the farm till 193@ when they 
‘801d to the tweidt Brothers. 
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Fuller Family 
Submitted vy Alice Mae Fuller 


Father = Larry Fuller (English). Ranch 
reside in Canad 

Mother = Alice Fuller (Engl! Nee Barler, Cane from Chicago 
{in the spring of 1913 with 3 snail 


in Chicago, Did not 











Brothers = Lawrence Ernest Fuller 
= Fuhrman Fuller (died in Chicago at 2 years of age) 
Sisters = Helen Eleanor Fuller, (Whyte) 


Rose Esther Burman (+ sister, Purves). 
Farm location = four miles west of Kelvington 


Schooling = Duck Creek. The teachers I renember are Mrs. Bob 
McGowan, and Mrs. Billy McQuarry. My school friends 
were Olive Gowan, Caroline Koch and Albert Lanceley. 
We traveled by horse and bugey four miles to school. 
T yas good in spelling bees. Our first home had 
only two rooms. 


Step Father ~ Martin Burman (Dutch American), farner. 


Submitted by Fraser Whyte for wife Eleanor 


One of the very early settlers to homestead in the Meadow Bank 
district was Mr. Janes Brand who, with Mr. Alex Donald (Sandy) , 
immigrated to Canada from Leith, Seotland. Jimmy, as he was known, 
filed on the SEt, 4, 37, 12, W2. in 1906. 





Neither of these gentlenen knew anything about farming, in fact, 
Jimny was a sailor, and because of an eye injury, had decided to 
to leave the sea and come to Canada. 





Their first log cabin was, built, on Sandy's quarter with logs 
cular rather than horizontal, and the plastering left much 
desired. 








Hp, Like many others, spent the winters in logetng camps on, th 
Red Deer, to finance the next sumer's farming. tn 1915, he joined 
the 65th’Battalion and was in the first draft that went overseas, 
He was killed on the Sonme in 1916. 


In 1017, his sister and orother-in-law, Mr. and Mra. Fraser 

Wye fron Brandon and took over the farm. In 1919 Mr. Whyte 
sed away, and Mrs. Whyte with her son, Fraser, moved to Wadena. 
1@ farm was then rented until 1926 when’nephew, "Fra: 

took over. Fraser farmed it until 1973 with his wife 

Fuller, whom he married in 1934. She was the second eldest daughter 

of Mr.’and Mrs, Martin Burman. 
































Fraser Whyte continued 32 


Fraser and Eleanor had a family of one son and four daughters. 
T lives in Regina,where he met and married Wilma Beat- 
‘they have one son, Trevor and two daughters, Lisa and 

Alles Lives in Edmonton, she is married to Jack Thonas, 
She met hin while she was in 

family of one son and four 
wna_and Wanda (twins), and 
husband, Bob 

Electric: They 








Mallory. 
Watson. 





In 1973, Mr, and Mrs, Whyte retired and moved to Kelvington. 
Their reirenent was saddened by the passing of Mrs. Whyte in the 
i she, and cane to Canada 
with her brother, Ernie, her sister, Mae, and mother. | Mrsq Fuller 
Who later married Mr. Martin Burman, was’a sister of Mr, Ernie 
Marker, a Kelvinston pioneer. Fraser was born in Bdin borough, 
Seotiand. He came to Canada in 191, with his pioneer parents. 





A matter of interest, in 1928 a school was built one quarter 
of a nile from Set, Brand's homestead and was named after hin. 
{E was later closed and moved into Kelvington and converted into 


oe oi 


Jay Garrison Fanily 






Submitted by Sybil (Garrison) Weinnaster. 
ories of Rotnin School #.AW7 


In the spring of 1936,  comenced Grade T 
‘at Rotnum, My hair was a swede blonde 
then and styled in ringlets created fron 
winding the hair around a rag. My mother 
was an artist at this nightly task 











For the first day of school, I donned 

skirt sewn by ny mother, @ 
fawn cashmere ribbed hose, 
Pe Lined bloomers. (peach was 
fy mother's favorite color), a navy 
Chinchilla coat, red helmet and leather mitts complinented this outfit 
funch was packed in a Rorers syrup pail. Sandwiches were made of 
fonenade bread, bulk cheese, bought fron A.G.Anderson's Red and White 
Store in Hendon, one orange or a few dates for a treat. 





Mr. and Mrs. Whyte 











Reading, writing, and arithnetic were taught to six berinners 
by Don Leech whom iim sure we frustrated. By Friday he was ready 
9 boil us in oil. 
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Sybil (Garrison) Weinmaster continued 


Highlights of the season were the Christmas concerts, where every 
fenale student appeared in taffeta or satin with a starched ribbon 
in her hair. Halloween parties were fun and everyone cane. Our 
ganual sumer picnics with races, ball ganes, and honenade ice cream 
were treats. School activities consisted of softball games, pri= 
Soners base, fox and coose, lightning anti-over. Friday afternoons 
wo held a Réd Cross progran with students participating. “I recited 
the following verse every Friday for six years, I'm sure: 








Sing Blue Bird sing 

A song of happy spring 

‘The air is soft, the sky 4s blue 
And flowers wait to welcone you 
Sing Blue Bird sing. 


On rainy days the cloak room took on the form of a ballroom. 
Eileen Evenson was the dance instructor. ‘The doors to the class 

ly cuarded, while Eileen and her students swayed 
‘inland Woods". "A lively Schottisehe or square 
isually resulted in another erack in the plaster. 








With the arrival of spring cane measles, whooping cough and 
chicken pox. Any chest complications of that era were effectively 
treated with Mrs. Harrison's noose grease. Also, by the end of 
the first week in school it was usually necessary to undergo 
Capitis Pediculus treatment, better known as delousing =--"out 
cane the coal oil anda fine tooth combi 





‘There were the visits fron Sparks, the Superintendent. "Mr. 
Sparks" I mean. Me appeared as a thief in the night, a tall, 
heavy gentleman who bore the appearance of a Sergeant Major.’ His 
favorite color must have been grey, because he appeared in a grey 
suit for ten years. Under his arm'he carried a nysterious brief 
case or folder, and we younger students envisioned therein a load= 
ed pistol, ready to roar at any monent. His visits consisted 
vainly of prowling up and down the aisies. This nerve wracking 
procedure carried on for thirty vo sixty minutes. Long enough 
‘or everyone to dispose of their preciotls Watkins chewing gum == 
a deathly silence prevailed. By the time he made his final round, 
and rraciously shook the teacher's hand, we all had to go to the 
backhouse, 





Wo lived two and a half miles from school. If the weather was 
decent, I walked. Modes of transportation varied. In winter I 

yas usially driven by horse and cutter, toboggan or even a manure 
sled was used. In simmer we used the horse and bugeys1 was driven 
fo Seranstad's corner, which is about half way to school, and walked 
from there. 


In sumer T always walked home. One evening on our way hone 
from school, my friend Frances Kiland and I cane to a tempeing mud 
hole in front of Alex Weekland’s gate. What a challenge, cross 
over or go around. Naturally we went ‘through, Well, it'was like 
quicksand. Frances disappeared up to her kness and dost her rave 
bers. We hunted, du and probed, but to no avail. In her sock 
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Sybil Weinnaster continued 


feet, Frances walked hone. I shall never forget the lok on Joe 
and Clara's faces. We looked as though we had been ona safari 
hunt for a week! Clara's sour cream cookies were extra good that 
day. 





o The annual school mesting was usually held every January in 
50° below weather. The colder the better, for the air was hot. 
The conduct of this meeting was usually very spontaneous with the 
Sense of much action, hiring, firing, suspensions were not unusual, 
all problens were publicly aired, no exception to the rule. 











te je wild excurisions. She did 
4 crossword pussle, providing there wasn't a hole in the mantle of 
the Alladin’ Lamp. 


After finishing school at Rotnum, T went on to attend Wadena 
High, then to Two fivers Bible Institute. In 1950, I entered 
nursée training at the Yorkton General Hospital. Stern discipline, 
long hours of study, macaroni and cheese for supper every other 
night were all a part of our nursinr career. It has heen a most 
Satisfying profession. Invediately followin graduation, I ree 
turned to Wadena to nurse with br. Kollins (our family physician) 
in the operating room. {twas indeed a privilece => work with 
this Keen surgeon, who made his diarnosis by loories In tre 

sclera of the patient's eves. 








To bring this story to a perfect climay, T met_a wan while in 
nurses traininr. The only fellow who ever passed mv Tavher's care= 
ful serutiny. We were married in the former Yadena Yaptist Church 
on Septender 30, 195k. “My husband, “el Yeinnaster, was born and 
raised in the Yorkton district and conmenced hs career in the ri 
tail business twenty-six years aro, 








He manaced a Safeway supermarket for sixteen years, it has been 
a rather demanding life, but he looks forward to an early retirement. 


Mel has heen a wonderful father and friend to our two sons. 
James Fichard, are 22, attends the U of S in Saskatoon, Collene of 
Cormerce. Ne'loves politics, adventure galore, could travel for- 
ever, I'm sure, He is majoring in marketing, so perhaps this will 
afford hin a few of his heart's desires. 





‘Tim is our 18 year old who has finished his Grade TIL, and is 
employed at Macdonald Consolidated Ltd. Unlike his brother, he is 
the conservative spender of the two and usually ends up financing 
his swinging older brother. We enjoy having Tim at hone. He 

blamed for everything, but has not threatened to leave hone yet. 
We has my father's keen wit and Grandpa Weinnaster's quiet personality. 











I look back to my school days with a sense of pride and nos- 
tHlgia. To celebrate this homecoming is truly an event of a life 
tim 
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To those of you who have worked so diligently to make this 
weekend a reality; thank you for keeping the banners of our Ala 
Nata flying. 


In closing, I wish to pay special tribute to my late parents 
who pioneered in the Rotnum district. How thankful for parents 
who encourared our edueation, who taught us honesty and respon= 
sibility. Their great wisdon and guidance has played such an 
interral part in the lives of our families. 


Menories submitted by Leslie Garrison 


These memoirs are an attempt to record chronolorically a 
decade of history in rural Saskatchewan. A decade of pioneer 
history, within the contert af the Rotnun School District. 
Fiotionaligation of character and events has heen conscien= 
viously avoided. Hence the descriptions, anecdotes, and refer- 
ences to my “amily, teachers and friends are, to the best of 
ny knowledre and recollection, reliably factual, 





‘The following pares are presented as a dedication to the 
nenory of those pioneer farmers, including my parents, whose 
vision and sacrifice brought the Rotaun Sehool District into 
being, to those teachers who fave unselfishly of themselves and 
their'knowledre that I might be better educated, and lastly to 
y fellow classmates who provided me with keen academic compe= 
tition within a wholesone social environment. 





‘The Rotnun School District, like most of the school districts 
that were formed in the pioneer communities of Canada's North~ 
western frontier, was composed of inmigrante of various ethnic, 
cultural, and relizious backerounds. They were a hardy lot with 
ancestral roots in the British Isles, the Seandinavian countries, 
and Germany. Sone of these pioneers’ cane directly to Canada from 
Europe, while others, including ay father, enigrated from the United 
tates: 








My father, Howard Jay Garrison was born near Fosston, in Cook 
County, Minnesota on September 19, 1888 to Huph Garrison’ and Sarah 
Colter. Sonetine after my father's birth and prior to 1900, the 
Garrison family moved to Appleton City, Missouri, where my grand= 
father was engaged in farming. However, he found St difficult to 
provide for his fanily fron a farm that was dotted with hardwood 
‘Stumps. I suspect, though I have no proof, that. my grandfather 
nioved to Missouri for my erandnother's health, She had contracted 
tuberculosis, and the rigors of the winters of northern Minnesota 
would have accentuated her problen. "In any case, she passed away 
fon the farm in Appleton City about 1900, 











‘The loss of his mother made an indelible impression upon my 
father who was scarcely twelve years of age at the time. On a 
nunder of occasions, I recall, my father shared the simple, pro- 
found circumstances of ny grandmother's death. 
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The northwest beckoned my gr This tine, however, 
At was the Canadian Northwest Territories. Peace had returned to the 
area following the Riel Rebellion in 1885, Now 160 acres of fertile 
land could be acquired as a "homestead". There were no hardwood 
‘trees or stumps to contend with, and moreover, transportation rates 
were kept low to encourage innigrants. Thus,’in 1900, my grandfather 
Barrison, now a widower with six children, decided to move to Canada, 








‘Tha plans for the trip were as follows, the younger children 

would travel on a passenger coach under the care of my father's 

eldest sister, Dora. My grandfather would ride in the box car with 
‘the farm equipment and household effects, just to make sure that all 
would go well. However, all did not go according to plan. As the 

box car jolted into motion, and as the train picked up speed, a 

young urchin emerged from hiding. It was my father. He had not 

taken kindly to the idea of being seperated from my grandfather for 
the duration of the trip. Moreover, he certainly was not about to 
miss the excitenent of riding ina box car all the way to Canada. 

So, my father had stowed away among the personal effects. As I pen 
these lines, I cannot help but wonder what inner conflict of cling~ 
ing to the iand where their loved one had recently been laid to rest, 
and what hopes and aspirations for the future in Canada mist have” | 
struggled for supremacy in their emotions as they shared that long 

‘and wearisone journey north. | 


province. ‘the following year, as soon as he had turned eighteen, 

my father treked about 120 miles northest of Yorkton. Here sone 

15 miles north of what today 1s the villace of Wadena, my father 
‘Selected a honestead and filed a claim on the NW, 24,36,13. Grand= 
father Garrison honesteaded the adjoining quarter section of the 

land to the east. | 





Notwithstanding the hardships of frontier life, things were now 
beginning to look a little brighter for the Garrison family. My 
grandfather remarried while still in Yorkton. Fis second wife was 
a widow by the name of Jeannie Moore with a beautiful little daug~ 
hter naned Doris, She would one day become the wife of John Prouse 
of Kelvington. 








In the meantime, a camaraderie developed between my father and 
his stepsister that would endure untarnished for the entire span 

of their lives. lo doubt this feeling of kinship was cemented on 
those balmy spring days when the little girl with laughing eyes 
would elimd on top of the drill box, sit down in front of my father, 
completely entrusting herself to his care as he sowed his field. 





However for the pioneer, life's sweet experiences were fre- 

quently tempered with bitten ones.” During the period that Grand 
father Garrison nade his headquarters in the Yorkton area a nunber 
of tragedies struck the family. First, it became apparent that my 
father's youngest brother, Russell would be a crippie for the rest 
of his life. Accidentally, he had been dropped asa baby, and he 
‘as now developing a severe case of curvature of the spine, along 
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with other complications. Then Mae, my father's youngest sister 
was suddenly stricken with diphtheria and passed away. And finally 
ny grandfather fell victim to the harshness of winter in the 

adian Northwest. While returning fron the woods with @ load of 
frawood, he froee’nis feet. One foot had to be amputated. Winter 
wore into spring and spring into early sumer as my erandfather 
convalesced in the Yorkton General Hospital. Finally, the long 
awaited day arrived in which he was to be discharged.’ Ironically, 
however, he succumbed to a heart attack on the very day he was to 
return hone. 

















‘across the A¢lantic, 
"steerage" class to be with her father who was living in Yorkton 
at the tine, 





Subsequently, Mary Richards and her 
father noved’to the Wadena area. Evan 
Richards, later to become the only 
grandparent I knew personally, pur- 
chased-a half section of unimproved 
land from the Canadian Pacific Rail~ 
road. As I recall, his property was 
situated about a mile east of what 
today is the intersection of Highways 
#35 and 49. “My Grandfather Richarde 
4 very good natured, morally upright, 
jolly sort of individual. He was, 
particularily fond of my sisters and 
ne, and sone of the happiest monents of 
ny'childhood were spent in his company. 
He had so much to share about his ex 
periences in England, about relasives 
had never seen, and about the Royal. 
Family of whom 1’ considered myself a 
loyal, devoted subject! 








Mr, and Mrs. Jay Garrison 


Mary Richards, my nother-to-be, received her first real intro 
duction to pioneer life on the farn of her uncle and aunt, Mr. and 
Mrs. Otter. Here, sone 25 miles northeast of Wadena, she’ learned 
the basics of pioneer baking and cooking, to be resourceful, "to 
nake do with very little.” 


‘The tension of adjusting to a new way of life, and of learning 
new skills, was not without its nonents of hunourous relief. In 
this rerard, one of my mother's favorite recollections of those days 
of initiation and apprenticeship concerns the first loaf of bread 

she baked for her aunt. To my mother's dismay it turned out to be 
alnost indestructibly hard! “Something had gone wrong, but there 

Would be other opportunities to perfect her baking skills. ‘In the 
Neantine, ny frugal English aunt decided that with a coat of shoe 
blackenifhg the unyielding loaf would be "just the ticket” for a 
doorstep. And a doorstop it becane, my mother would laugh and recall. 
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With the improvement of her culinary skills, my mother decided 
‘to seek employment as a house maid. er search’ for employment took 
her to Ruddell, near North Battleford. Here, she worked as a maid 
in the hone of Mr. and Mrs. Tyson for quite Sonetime. However, 

she had already made the acquaintance of ny father at the Otter hone, 


In the meantime, the. relationship continued to develop satis- 
tactortiy, thanks to his Hajesty's postal service anda visit fron 

my father. ‘Doras ny father's oldest sister, had by this tine married. 
Her huasand waa & poodenatured, witty, Little Frishman by the nave 

of Willian Strain. “fogether, they had settled on @ farm east of 
North battleford,” This; in a visit to the area, ny father was able 
te Meili two binds with’ one stone." 








Accordingly, on Sept-1, 1914, Mary Eliza Richards became the 
bride of lloward Jay Garrison. The brief cerenony was solennized 
in Wadena, in the church bulidi® that later became known as the 
United chirch. As my parents were leaving the church with their 
attendants, my mother's wedding veil caught, on something and waz 
torn. Noting my nother's predicament, my father turned to her 

and quiped, "Never mind, that will do'for the baby's bonnet!” 











The rood neighbours of the area joined in the wedding cel 
brations with rifts and a country styie dance. Whether chis dance 
took the nature of the "ehivaree™ that newlyweds were custonarily 
fisensin the pioneer conmnities tn those dayay T do noe know. 

fovever, of this Tan cervain, my parents freqientiy referred to 

their wedding dance, and to one of their neighbours, irs. Dick 

Yeo, who provided misic ty hunsine through a cons faced with 

tissue paper. During his oachelor days. particularily, ny | 
father was frequently asked to call square dances, an activity 

hich ne thorsuetly enjoyed, ana carried ous wich done, erpertioe, 
Mowing ny father, and knowing of his popslarity in this resard, 
I'stronely suspect that before the evening was over he had called 
sone of the square dances ae his own wedding party! 








My mother had managed to save a scant $25.00 from her wages. 
‘This Sum represented the total cash assets of my parents as they 
took upon thenselves the rather formidable task of transforming a 
honestead into a farm, not to mention the added responsibility of | 
feeding, clothing, and educating a family. But, like their neig= 
hbours, ‘they exhibited a willingness to sacrifice and work together | 
toward’a common goal, namely - to raise a family of which they could | 
be justly proud, and’to achieve a measure of financial security. / 








In the course of time three children were born to this union. 
Howard Leslie Garrison, the writer, arrived on Novenber 20, 1016 
a few hours ahead of Dr, Rollins who had been summoned to my 
ents cabin hone for the event. In the meantime, thanks to my 
‘aunt, Mrs. Otter, my entrance into this world was uneventful. 
uently, I acquired two sisters, Sarah Mabel, born March 29, 
‘and Sybil Mae, born April 11, 1929, both of whom made their 
‘ia Wadena Union Hospital. 
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For a nunber of years my father's homestead cabin served as the 
conter of domestic 1ife for the Garrison fanily. Meals were pre. 
pared in the log "lean-to" on the north end of the cabin. Through 
out the dwelling furnishings were simple but functional.. In the 
Kitchen there was a wood burning cook stove, a cabinet with a flour 
bin and shelves for storage, a table, a bench anda few chairs, and 
@ wash stand on which rested an enancl wash basin, a bucket of water 
and a tin dipper. Wood for the cook stove was stacked near the wash 
stand,and over on the far side (south) of the kitchen, near a wind= 
ow, Was a cob. 





‘The main dwelling area was partitioned, providing sleeping 
quarters at one end and a large living area in the renainder of 
the cabin. A beautiful solid oak sideboard adorned one wall and 
in front of it, in a place of prominence, stood a matching,round,, 
@etension table. An Aladdin lamp, which’ occupied the centre of the 
table during the long winter evenings, provided @ measure or ora= 
rentation and the needed dilumination: 





The windows, which at intervals during the winter months would 
be covered with’a thick coat of frost, were draped with simple but 
attractive lace curtains. During the spring and early summer the 
lengthening rays of the sun, through these sane windows, would 
rouse my mother's house plants to active growth once mores. She 
loved houseplants, flowers, and shrubbery. Her favourite indoor 
plant was "Baby Tears", perhaps in this predilection there was 
an uneonseious projection of the daintiness and unobtrusivenes 
of my mother's own personality. 





On the walls, a few pictures completed the interior decoration. 
Sone of these pictures, like sone of. the furniture, Were wedding 
gifts fron friends and’neighbours. Two pictures in particular at= 
tracted my attention. One was a large black and white lithopraph 

of a 19th century scene mounted in an ash-grey hardwood frames 

The picture depicted an attractive young girl and a beautiful Collie 
dog who was looking up at his mistress inquisitively. I suppose I 
renenber this picture because it reminded me of my father's two 
faithful canines: old Bruno who lived to the ripe old age of fifteen, 
and Flossie, his young companion, who yearly delighted my boyish 
heart with Unusually large litters of sqirming, cuddly pups. 





‘The other frame was considerably smaller, but held much more 
personal interest for me. It displayed four’ small portraits mounted 
behind oval openings in an offewhite mat. A picture of Reginald 
Loyd, my father’s closest friend during his bachelor days, who was 
killed in action in France during World War I, occupied the left end 
of the frane. On the extreme right of the frame was a picture of a 
fanily relative, whose identity f do not recall. ‘Portraits of my 
father and mothér, taken about the time of their wedding occupied 
the centre of the’frame. These reproductions were of particular 
interest to me because they portrayed my mother with a beautiful 
head of hair, and ny father with a mustache which was very becoming 
to him, I thought. However, my life-long recollections of hin 
were! sansmoustaches'. I never did learn why my father decided to 
shave it offt 
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Beneath the main living quarters was a root cellar, access to 
which was nade from the living room by means of a trap’door and 
pole ladder. Here, in the fall of the year, potatoes, rutabages, 
Parrots, beets, parsnips, and a few cabbages were stored for the 
Tong winter ahéad. Glass jars with an assortment of preserves 
rested on an old wooden table, or on the edge of the cellar rfear 
the ladder, In one corner stood a tall, Kegallon milk can. By 
fitting this can with a wooden top and a plunger, it also doubled 
as a butter churn Ina corner were sone stoneware jugs and crocks. 
Gecasionally, a crock would contain salt brine and pork. 


I recall that upon one occasion in my pre-school days this musty 
old cellar also served as a place of refuge for my mother, my sister 


Mabel, and nysel?. My father was away at the time, helping my erand~ | 


fathet Richards harvest his crop. The day had been hot and sultry. 
That evening a cyclone descended upon the area. As the storn roared 
around us the blackness of the night was illuminated with brilliant 
flashes of lightening which were followed by deafening thunder claps. 
Finally, a window on the south side of the living room shattered 
under the impact of the wind and hail, It seemed as if any moment 
the roof of our house would be torn off by the fury of the wind. 
Immediately, my uncle Russell, who was staying with us at that tine 
ordered us to safety in the cellar. The next day my father returned 
hone and assessed the danare. Part of a haystack and the roof of a 
nearby building had been blown away, not to mention the danage to 
that part of the crop that had not been harvested. 








Outside our lor hone, and under its eaves, a large wooden barrel 
collected rainwater for laundry purposes during the summer months « 
Daring the winter, it doubled asa mest barrel for frozen beef. e- 
yond our house, and about one hundred yards or so to the southeast, 
were the lop stables which first housed my father's oxen and later's 

of livestock, Ineluding his favorite tean of Clydsdales, 
"Babe and Tootsie”. 








My very eartest recollections, however, were naturally much more 
Limited In scope than my description of the family homestead re~ 
corded above. Indeed, the menories which reach farthest into the 
recesses of my mind concern my mother and books. I can still recall 
guite vividly, during my pre-school years, that I was the culprit who 
pon one occasion, absconded with my mother's steel knitting needle 
in order to perforate the cover of a book. As I later found out, 

the book was Dafoe's classic - Robinson Crusoe. I had not yet learn: 
ed the important lesson that eood works of literature are to be res- 
pected, not destroyed! Mother was fond of good books and before 
ever I’ learned to read she had unconsciously begun to create in me 

a desire for learning. ‘This she would do by talking about the books 
she had read, or by taking me upon her knee and reading out loud to 
nes One such occasion made an indelible impression upon my nenory. 
My mother took me upon her knee and beran to read out. loud from 

‘The Babes In The Wood. 1 recall, as if it were yesterday, the in 
Sets erie er Seteasion chat welled up within me for the n= 
fortunate children of the story. 
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By 1921, the need for a school in our area had become apparent. 
Iwas only five years of age, but there were other children older 
than I who were obliged to drive a considerable distance to Duck 
Creek or Wolverton Schools for their education. Thus, sonetime in 
1920 he process was initiated for the formation of Rotnum School 
District #4347. My father took an active role in the developnent 
and subsequent administration of the district as a board menber. 








The school was located on two acres of land in the SW corner of 
the Si, 18, 25, 12, W2. ‘The land belong to Oscar Rotnun, and he 
either Sold’it dr deeded it to the district. 


The school opened its doors for the first time, sonetime during 
the fall or early winter of 1922. Miss Ingram whose father was a 
road contracted in the Wadena- Quill Lake area, was our first tea~ 
cher. I began school just after my sixth birthday in Novenber and 
just a few weeks before Christmas. 








I recall quite vividly what T believe was my first formal les 
son. Miss Ingram drew a picture of a oat in a seated position on 
the blackboard. ‘Then she asked me to identity the object she had 
sketched. Without hesitation I replied, "It's an aeroplane!" Miss 
Ingram had made an excellent reproduction of a eat, but she had not 
reckoned with the fact that Iwas caupht up in the fantasy of Chris- 
nas expectations. The platforn for the Christmas program, had al- 
ready been installed. An air of excitement prevaded the school. 

I lived those days in anticipation of a toy aeroplane I wanted for 
Christmas. 


I recall Miss Ingram as being a kind but firm teacher whom I 
respected. On her desk, she kept a pearl handled pen-knife which 
held a curious attraction for me. However, 1 never touched it, for 
Talways associated such a venture with discipline! 


Migs Ingram narried Mr. Riley, principal of Wadena High School, 
years later, I was saddened to learn of their tragic death at a rail~ 
Toad crossinr. 


Miss Cherry took over the teaching duties at Rotnum School in 
192. She was an attractive well-dressed, and well-mannered person. 
Svidently she had sone interest in Natural Sience or Sotany for sho 
kept plants at school during the summer months.” One in particular 
attracted my attention. It was a begonia or coleus clipping which 
wa suspended ina solution of water and red ink. The objec t was 
to illustrate the process of osmosis. I found it fascinating to 
observe the progress of the dye as it made its way up the stem of 
the plant into the veins of the leaves. 








Our next teacher cane to us in 1924 from a pioneer fanily in 
Wadena, She was a petive young wonan by the nane of Elsie Bryce. 
While f do not recall any unusual school experiences during this 
Year) I do renenber her as a Kind person won i respected, and 
Under whose tutelare T progressed in my studies. 
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Te was during this year, 192), that I recall having seen ny first 
car, ‘It was a Yodel T Ford’Touring car which the Bryce fanily would 
drive up to the Rotnum School on Friday afternoons to take their 
daughter back to Wadena for the sumer weekend. 


Other signs of progress were beginning to manifest themselves in 
our community. I have reference to the CPR which linked Yorkton and 
Sheho with Nipawin. 


Little did T realise that Sunday 
afternoon in 1924 when my father 
ind Mother took my sister Yabel and 
Tin the old bugey to the railroad 
right-of-way, to wateh the track- 
» laying process, that it would siz~ 
nificantly change the life style 
| of the entire community. No longer 
would farmers be forced to haul. 
their grain 15 or 20 miles to W 
| dena or Kelvington. Soon small 
towns like Hendon, with grain el- 
evators, a store or two, a post- 
office and a blacksmith’ shop, ete. 
would spring up along the right- 
of-way. Certainly, the advent of 
vhe railroad in our area contri~ 
buted directly to the improvement 
of the lot of the fanilies which 
resided in the Rotnum School District, 














Laying the Rails 


A regular visitor to our school, at least ones a year and som 
‘tines twice, was a dignified old gettlenan fron Wadena by the name 
of Mr, Massey, our school Inspector. In the winter time he engaged 
the livery services available in Wadena and would drive out with a 
team of horses hitched toa cutter. In the sumer, I believe he 
first drove out ina buggy and later in a Model T.’ In any case, the 
children of Rotnum school were always alerted to his coming, and 
encouraged by our teacher to be on our best behaviour, So it was, 
that when our teacher went to answer the front door and returned with 
Mr. Massey we would automatically stand to attention beside our desks 
in'respect for this venerable oldman, 





During his tour of inspection, Mr. Massey would customarily 
take over some of the teaching duties for a short tine. On one of 
his visits I recall that he waxed very eloquent as he recited for 
us lines from the Canadian Indian poetess, Pauline Johnson. I can 
still hear him and still recall the enthusiastic gleam in his eye 
as he recited fron the "Sonz my Paddle Sines", 


‘West winds blow from your prairie nest 
Blow from the mountains, biow from the west” 
In 1925, Rotnum School district hired ite first male teacher, 
Perey Heffrén fron Kelvington. His parents were pioneers in the 
vvington area. 
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Hig parents operated a general store. I strongly suspect that 
father and-sone of che Other members of the Scheel Bose rete ent 
gone( ofthe studeres had reached the posnt in thelr physieal ‘deve: 
Topnent, towarrant a "firs masculine hand". "While 2°ds nce reeset 
any particular educational experiences fron this school youre! do 
Fecal Mrs Heftren quite wells i think he mist have bees our foot 
Teacher who wore #lasses in the classroom! 


Fron 1926 to the end of my association with Rotnun School as 
a liigh School student in 1933, our home becare a noarding place for 
teachers, Thus, in 1026, Me.'Henry Lowen lived in our hone while 
he taurht school at Rotnim. Custonarily, he would drive my sister 
Navel and I to school in the bugey during the spring and summer 
months. In the winter, he would drive us in an‘old make-shife 
ter. Frequently, mother packed ovr lunch in an empty Enpress 
jan can. However, t considered a Rorer's syrup pail to be superior 
because it had a handle which made it easier for me to carry.’ In 
any case, the winter cold was no respector of persons or of iunch 
buckets!” A vivid nehory of those winters is that of 25 of 30 
tudents rathered around the wood burning stove at Rothun in order 
$0 thaw out their half frozen sandwiches. But no one ever compe 
lained. On the contrary we felt a special canaraderie which was 

toasted sandwiches! 














ining to expand and during Mr. Lowents 
revistered sone more "firsts" in my life. One 
ube" rirst radio receiver I recall having seen. Mr. 

4 larre three stare, regenerative Atwater Kent recie- 
ver in our hove. It was operated on a siy volt. car bavtery and 
Gry "5" cell vatteries. Another first, was a pair of new C.GeM. 
bieveles which “ir. Lowen had ordered. ‘One for himself and ont 
for his school teacher friend, Perey Heffrens 


Yy horizons were beein 

















lowine year, a teacher came to live with us, Gladys 
furnett. She was a very kind teacher and I have menories of @ 
srowing interest in school work from that time ons 








In general, I was quite healthy and seidon lost tine from 
school due to i1iness, ‘or for any otter season for chee’ meteor. 
Sowever, one, day following a visit fron our seneol, eset 
parents received an official letter eavisine shes thay b3th 

opreas at school and ny reneral healsn would to. Jeoparaioe! af 
Sr fonsiis were not ‘renaved: “My parents felt chat f shouid be 
Sitrusted vo the care of a apectalist, “Accoraingiy, se seenee 
took me'to an Bye-far-ilose and Throw specialist in Saskatouns 
Eeain"t scores sone firsts." I rerustefes my fines esin'te train, 
via Ohi, “Gna my First crip to the big ctey, 








Late that afternoon I found myself in the Medical office of 
Dr, Hill. I listened while this tall, lanky, kind faced, grey 
haired surgeon reassured my father and I, that my operation would be 
a very simple proceedure indeed. He pointed to the fact that he 
bad bemun his medical practise in the USA, where he would freque 
ently give street boys a quarter if they would consent. to a tan= 
sillectony, T'eantt vouch for the veracity of that statenent, 

















We 
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My father and I were well pleased with Dr. Hill's skill as a surgeon, 






‘zood care I reveived from the nurses and staff at St. Paul's 
Hospital. Thus it was that the day following my operation we were 
able to return to Wadena. 





Sone of the teachers at Rotnum school were hired for tHe ac: 
dente year and others were hired for the calendar year. Thus it was 
hat one bitterly cold day in January, my father net a young recruit 
from Normal School at the CPR station’in Hendon. His name was Mr. 
Charles Spencer, he had just cone from his hone in Prince Albert. My 
father drove him with a team and sleigh to the Wa. Harrison farm- 
stead where he boarded for his first year at Rotnum. 





From this necting there developed a close friendship between sy 
sacher and Me iy father'was attracted to outgoing people, 
Ini'Seoncer approsched both Fis profession and iife in general with 
snatondance ef enthusiaan. Perhaps this ts why he cane to the 
Rocaum school district with the nickname "dykes" fron Cyclone, for 
he was a cyclone of activity. Wis activity was always motivated 
by positive goals whether he was in the classroom, on the baseball 
Blakond, or inthe Officers Training Corp. When ay father passed 
7a'1978, Ae marked the end of & mutual friendahip that. had 
developed Fron that first meeting on a cold January afternoon in 
$528:°P¥o0, a hai? century of unnarred fellowship that grew out of 
participation in the education progran of the Hotnn School. 














During the spring of 1925, T suffered an accident that hospt~ 
talized ne for nearly two weeks. “The day was a Sunday late B hpril. 
Hho snow had nelted, the first oirds had returned, and the outdoors 
wea gonareliy fnvitings My friend Mac Scransted had taken advantage 
WPef’aice woatver to walk 1) niles to visit me, Between us, ve 
Gecided that ie would be nice to visit our mutual friend, Martin 
Sseiie whe iived'2) = 5 miles away. However, when I shared the idea 
with ny" father, his anawer was a resounding *NO™. Intuitively, 
Neohed’co sense that trouble was ahead for me, if" I were to £0, une 
fortunately, f did not heed he request, and Mac and 1 sLippe 
avay unnoticed, “Upon our arrival at the Ostiie farm, we gachered 
wek oun friend Martin around an old woodsaw outfit. With a stick 
Yasorved inva hole of the metal balance wheel, we took turns in 
Provising the Clreular saw wien a vigorous spinzing satkons, When 
ewes ny turn to. guide a wood splinter into the testh of the 
auitling blade, ali went well at, first, then suddenty I lost my 
grip and ny daze fant was drawn Anco the teeth of the revolving 
Sabet “when f withdrew my hand three fingers had been cut, one 
very derioualy." tac and f left at once for fone. Senseing that 
‘er’ eStiacion was serigus, we stopped at Axel Garison's for first 
RIG Sk'GRe Way"henes “These firs. Carlson bathed my hand in a Lysol 
Solution and wrapped St loosely; When Z arrived hone ny father 
Sas absent. Yn chose days we did not have a velephone or carzo make 
EFranrenonts for nytmn sporvation to the Wadena Union Hospital 
teenie eho evening wulius Jonnson drove my father and 1 vo Wadena 
We'arrivel there about 21 ofclock+ 

















in his Model A Ford Coupe. 
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I now regard my confinement in the hospital as a very important 
phase in my personal development. In the first place, 1 had two. 
weeks to ponder the fact that I was hospital: ‘the fruit of 
Ry own disobedience. While T did not manifest overt contriteness 
for either my act of disobedience or ny predicament, I clearly got 
the message that it pays to obey one's parents! Secondly, I began 

how much I really missed the classes at school, To be 

ment for me. In 

‘the Hospital Library provided! ne with plenty of read~ 
ing material: ‘In particular, I read many Horatio. Alger adventure 
stories. Thus it was for thé first tine that my interest was kindled 
in the fiispanic culture and peoples of Nexica and Southwest USA, 
An interest that later I would cone to regard as both a calling and 
@ profession in life. 














Upon my return home from the hospital, I dedicated myself to 
the task of making up my school work. Sone evenings I would work 
as many as one hundred math problens. In fact a friendly rivalry 
developed between Olga Scranstad and I to see which one of us 
would do the most math problens for homework. “Thus it developed 
by June of 1928, T was promoted to Grade Vili. 


When Rotnun School reconvened that fall, Mr. Spencer, who was 
now boarding with ny fanily, had his work out out for hin. There 
Were about ten or twelve of us in Grade VIII. Mr, Spencer's 

riority was to, prepare us, for the Government High School Entrance 
craninations, which would be held the following June. And prepare 
ug he dit 








Rotnun School was designated as an official examination centre 
that year, 1929 for the first tine. Our exams were spaced over a 
period of several days. ALL yent welt for ne, F thought, until the 
last day. Then, I encountered difficulty with Music Theory. I 
knew that if T faited the exam I would have to repeat grade VIII. 

I nanaged to choke back the tears until I had conplebed the exam: 
Then T hurried outside the school building and wept. However, my 
sense of failure was turned into rejoicing when the official word 
cane through fron Regina that I had not only passed the exan but 
that Thad passed it with "Honours". In retrospect, mich of the 
credit for this achievenent must go'to my parents who encouraged 


ne and to Mr. Spencer, who inspired ne. 

















In many ways 1929 was a very significent year for ne. It_not 
only was the year which marked my transition fron Elenentary School 
to High School, but also the year I entered my teens. In a number 
of ways I was frowing up, or so. thought! Under Mr, Spencer's 
continueing tutelaze, my'acadenic interests were becoming more 
specialized. In particular, my ninth grade studies in General 
Science, aroused within me & special fondness for radio-electronics. 
‘This interest was to lead to formal studies, and to responsibilitii 
in Guatenala with the Central Ameridan !dssion as Technician in 
charge of Radio Station 7.G.N.A, Then too, 1929 was the year in 
which T became the big "brother of Sybil Mae. 
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1 made her debut into this world on April 11, 1929,in the 
middle of the spring "break-up"! There was not enough snow on the 
Toads to permit transportation by sleich, and the roads were too 
muddy to acconodate any type of wheel,  llowever, the farmers had 
Already found a solution, ‘They were driving their horses and sle- 
ighs in the ditches on the last vestipes of the old years snow. 
‘Thus it happened, that when in the very early hours of the morning, 
nigther beran to experience unnistable signs of approaching delivery 
that my father and mother, accompanied by a midwife, our ood neig~ 
hbor Mrs. Sven Torgerson, ‘took to the ditches together ina wild 
fifteen mile sleigh rige to the Wadena Hospital. Sybil was born 
that same morning, following mother's admission ~ none the worse 
for the tri 





Throughout the years, Rotnum School served as a focal point | 
for the gathering of the residents of the district. Custonarily 

there Were at least three social functions each year, a Halloween 
party, a Christmas program, and an end-of-the-year simmer picnic. 
Kil these activities were designed to involve the students of 
Rotnun School. However, parents and friends became caught up in 
the excitement of the occasion. Moreover, it provided the adults 
with an opportunity to discuss the things’ that’ concerned farmers 
The most, erops, weather and politics. 


‘The year end picnic ef 1031 


ere sit the farmers of 
the district - Charles 





See how many you can name. These Irving, ALP Tweidt, Harry 
were the days to look at when every= Linden} and Carl Tweidt 
fone took turns at the ice crean Guess what they are dis: 
handle or whatever needed doing. cussing! 


Good days, good menories. 


I still recall two such eatherings rather vividly fron the year 
1025, One was a Halloween Masquerade party at the school, under 

the direction of our teacher Charles Spencer. Tt had been decided 
that I would attend the function dressed as a Mexican "vaquero" 
(cowboy). My father and Mr. Spencer had been successful in acquir- | 
ing the necessary costume, a furry, musk-ox chaps, a beautiful | 
deaded vest, and a large Mexican "Sonbrero", whose brin,adorned with 
ponepons, nade up my complete outfit, making me look more than my 
Eearce thirteen years. 
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The night of the party I did not feel nearly as "Macho" as T 
looked. "A couple of days previously I had received a snall-pox 
yaceination and now on the night of the party it was all I could 
do to renain in an upright position; fever, nausea, and weakness 
in my lege. Iwas still very much @ boy who was struggling to be 


The second event of that. year which fixed ioself,sndelibiy 

jon ny mind was the Shristnas Coneart which the studenes of Rotnam 
stared, under the directisr ef Wie Spencer, for their parents, 
Friends and relatives, Upon this occasion, my nother and! decided 
that the complete works of Shakespeare in a ingle volune, would be 
an appropriave pitt fron the Garrison family to our teacher, parti= 
Enary since Tir; Spencer had been involved thet year in teaching, 
Sacheth to his Grade It suudents, Little die I realize then chat 
Me ears later, 1 would be a dinner ruest of ny former ‘teacher 
intis hone in Surrey, 3.c. Before T left that evening vir. Spencer 
wont to fis litrary and returned with a volume. Te was the comicte 
Yorks of Shakespeare t” A'snile of appreciation and pride of owner 
Ship was reristered on his countenance as he opened the sock for ne 
fo read the inscription which my mother had written forty years 
previously. 


‘There is a hurorous result of the Christmas Concert of 1929. 
We bad supper early that evening, in order to allow sufficient 

tine to dress for the occasion and to make the 2b mile trip by sleigh. 
Following the evening neal,lir. Spencer retired to his room to change 
his clothes. Suddenly it became apparent that our ceacher ~-boarder 
was in difficulty, The seat of his best trousers had split wide 

open and he didn'é have another suit to wear. My mother cane to 

the resdéewith the aid of her old foot-pedal fatonia sewing machine. 
Soon the trousers were mended and the events of the evening trans~ 
pired snoothly. That is not to say however that I did not entertain 
Sone secret fears that my favourite teacher might, mending not= 
withstanding, experience an embarrassing monent with his trousers 
before the conclusion of the progrant 





Charles Spencer was succeeded by Miss Anita Bryant. She cane 
to us as a graduate of Teacher's Normal School and hailed fron 
Moose Jaw, Sask. I remeber her as a sweet, happy dispositioned 
person, who, in more serious nonents, betrayed a whole-sone shyness 
and sensitivity, When she accepted the appointment, she assumed a 
heavy teaching assipnnent. Sone of us were now in Grade X, and our 
Correspondence Course work from the Government required careful 
monitoring. Moreover, there were a large variety of lower grades 
that denanded her attention. Then too, some of us older boys 
occasionally added to her work load by indulging in foolish pranks. 


One such escapade took place during the noon lunch break, Mac 
Seranstad, sone boys and I proceeded to drown a gopher out of his 
hole. After we had succeeded, we decided to test our teacher's 
reaction to dead aninals. Accordingly, we hung the wet corpse on 
fone of the classroom doors, Miss Bryant did react, but not as T 
had anticipated. Thus for that presumptuous act T'was introduced. 
for the first and last tine in my academic experience, to the 
salutary effects of corporal punishment. 
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In addition to a good academic background, Miss Bryant, brought 
another vary Important dimension to the Rotnun School District, 
hanely; hor. personal interest in the noral and spiritual values of 
er spiritual values of her students. She demonstrated this concern 
by her willingness to conduct, Sunday School classes in the area and 
by attending Church Services held in the community. Furtherno: 

she was a women who believed in the power of prayer. Years later, 
following my conversion to Christ in'1939, I learned that my faith- 
ful teacher had kept me on her prayer list. 








Mise Bryant cane to Rotnum at the beginning of the Great 
Depression, of course I did not understand what was going on in the 
‘@conomic world of Canada and the U.S.A. Yowever, 1 did understand 
very clearly my father's pragnatic philosoply: 

"Ifa Bushel of wheat won't buy a gallon of gas,the car can sit." 
And ait {t did, for wheat was selling at 30-35¢ a bi. while gasoline 
was costing the farmer something like 45¢ a gallon. 








During those days both ny father, who was chairman of the School 
Board and Jesse Vahlun the Sec-Treas; were swamped with applications 
fron teachers looking for a job. Many teachers, like Miss Bryant 
were willing to work for $35. a month out of which they paid around 
$15. a month for room and board. 





Miss Bthel Dahlshaug followed in 1921 as the new teacher at 
Rotnum School. I had now completed erade ¥ work, but school | 
regulations did not permit me to continue my High School education 

at Rotnum. Vowever, T did enroll in the Sask. Governnent Corres~ 
pondence program and complete the major part of my grade XI while 
helping my father on the farm, ‘iiss Dabishaug, boarded with my 
family for several months and was most helpful when I had a probl 
with ny course. Thus my direct association with the Rotnun School 
covered just a decade; from 1922 to 1932. 





Ten years; Ten vital years in the complex processes of moulding 
a life. “And how eritical the balance between school work and 
friendships -~ between academic and social life ~- can beconet | 





I recall rather vividly the names, faces and families of many of | 
those students with whon I played "hide ama seek", "cops and robbers", 
"pump, pump, pull away”, soccer and taseball, with whon 1 earnestly "| 
competed for food grades, and with sone of whom T had ny petty, 
childish quarrels. Thus the initial student body at Rotnin was i 
Composed of children from the Harrison fanily; iva, Ruth and Leonard; 
the Rotnum fanily; Clifford and Roy; the Cari Hanson family; Art and 
Ellen; the Sam Evans family; Jobnnie, Mary, and Gwen; the Joe Hanson 
family; Hans and Linnea; as well as children fron the Holstein family. 
Later, as children reached school age, and as new settlers moved. 

into the district the student body grew, Sylvia Harrison now joined 

fer brother at Rotnim and John and faith Hanson; who held the | 
Gistinetion of being the only twins to attend our school; continued — | 
to represent the Joe Hanson family. Then cane the Tweidt, family 

Mabel, Alfred, Nelvin and later Bennie; they made baseball an_enjoy 
able Sport for all of us at Rotnum, About the sane tine the Scran= | 
Stad fanily moved into the district; Sylvia, Sigfred, (who later 
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became my brother-in-law), Olga, Magnus(Mac), Mabe2 and Alma all 
attended Rotnum School. nother settler in the area was the Ostiie 
fanily represented by Glen and Martin. Then there were children 
from the Russel Dann's fantly, fron the Schau fanily, from the 
Nelson family; Ingrid and her’ brother and sister. Finally, fron 
the Jesse Mahium fanily; Alida, and from the Torgerson family; 
Myrtle and Lillian. 


This "roll call in retrospect" is not presented as being complete. 
It represents only the nanes and faces of those whom T recall == 
those with whom I had closest contact. It is hoped that other 
contributors to this worthy historical project will be able to fill 
these and other onissions. 


hat was the playground of the Rotnum School no longer resounds 
to the voices of children at play. Gone are the buildings, gone are 
the morning prayers, gone is the dedicated voice of the coimtry 
school teacher: "{n’era has passed into history; the denise of the 
Rotnun school is tut a symbol of our changing society = of the quest, 
for efficiency and excellency at the cost of Local autonony. 











Few will quarrel with the academic advantages which the modern 
consolidated unit school systen affords youth of today. tlowever 
many way seriously question the lack of emphasis of those values 

in today's education which in the first decade of the fotnum school, 
fave meaning and purpose to learning namely; acknowledrenent. of 

4 sovereicn God, patriotism, responsibility, respect for parents, 
teachers and the individual rights of our fellow nan. 








Pictured to the right is a 
class of 1922, This is only a 
few of the children with their 
teacher Miss Elsie Brice. 








Back Row: Leonard Harrison, 
leslie Garrison, Roy Rotnun: 


Middle Row: Dorothy Evans, 
and the teacher. 


Front Row: Sela Soderquist. 





Bob Gowans 





Mr, & Mrs. Robert Gowan were 
early pioneers of the Meadow Bank district. They cane from Quebec. 
They were born in Ottawa, Ont, of English and Scoteh ancestry, and 
were married in Christ Church’ cathedral, Ottawa in 1901. They lived 
near Poltinore, Quebec on a farm beside'a lake. 
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In those days many people came west looking for land and on May 
Oth," 1905 Robert Gowan arrived at 2-36-12 W2 in the Meadow Bank 
@istrict. This land becane the honestead. He came by train to 
Yorkton and by livery team to the homestead. He walked back to 
Yorkton getting a ride part way with a man driving a team of oxen, 
and reristered a file on the land. 





He later travelled back east and in the spring of 1907, returned 
with Mrse Gowan and three small children. They cane by train to 
Wadena with carloads of settler effects including three horses, a 
wagon, plough, furniture etc. and enough lunber to build a place to 
Live.’ Prey journeyed north east through slouzhs and mud trails 

land arrived at fd Thompson's "shack" where they stayed while the men | 
were bullding on the homestead. Their nearest neighbors at that tine 
were Henry Schnidts and Joseph Wallnans Sr. 











Pioneering entailed hardships and many anxious moments. One of 
the children becane 111 with typhoid fever and Dr. Ainsley was 

called fron Wadena, he came on horse back. The child had to be 

cared for at hone and reports of his condition taken to the Dr. 

and. instructions brouht back. These trips to Wadena were all made | 
on horgetack. However with careful nursing and the help of relat~ 
{ves and neirhtors he successfully recovered. A trying tine for 

all concerned, 











Sometine after this typhoid episode the fantly moved to Winniper | 
and later to a farm at Harding, Man. and in the spring of 1917 
returned to Meadow Bank. 


Mrs, Gowan was a school and music teacher and taught both in 
Quebec for several years and in 1917 taught Kelvingside and Duck | 
Creek school in 1018. The Gowan children attended both these schools.| 


The Gowans always had music in their hone. They had a piano and | 
Wis. Gowan taught the children music. Many times the piano was 
loaded into a sleigh and taken to Meadow Sank Hall and the schools 








DYNAIETE 5 | 
ORCHESTRA 1932] 
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In the late twenties an orchestra was organized in Meadow Bank 
"The Dynamite 5"." This orchestra contributed a ereat deal to the 
entertainnent and social life of the community and of many others 
as well. It continued over a span of approxinately 25 years. 
During that ‘time many other musicians were involved. Five Gowans 
played in the Dynamite orchestra. For the original group Cortes~ 
Violin, Leighton = violin and piano, and Thurlow = Banjo and in the 
thirtiés, Thelna played piano and Perey druns. 


Robert_and Gertrude Gowan had ten Children - Cortes, Milton, 
Marvaret, Olive, Leighton, Phyllis, Van, Perey, Jean and Thelma: 


ir. & Mrs. Gowan were active and interested in everything until, 
shortly before they died Mr. Gowan in his outh year and Mrs. Gowan 
three days hefore her oid birthday? 





Joba Gowan Band 


John Gowan and Ida Thompson were reared in the beautiful 
Gatineau Hills country close to Ottawa at Poltinore, Quebecs In 
her younrer years Ida taught school in that area,(somewhat of a 
fanily tradition as we still have hand-nade registers, in the 
fanily, made and dates 1861, by her mother). ida was'a voice 
enthusiast and took lessons’in voice and piano {n Ottawa where she 
was offered a professional career, Family mongkeand the connotat— 
fons of the "stare" at that tine forbade any consideration of such 
a thourht. 











After their marriare in Ottawa,John and Ida spent a few years 
there, because he was working in the lumbering industry. Their 
dauehier Orien, Mrs. Steele, presently of Wadena, was born there, 
before the family "came west™ to Duaphin and Grandview in Man. 
father was employed at Grandview by f.A. Burrows Lunber Co. a3 a 
stean eneineer, but everyone was interested in honesteading in the 
First decade of the twentieth century quite early. The birth of a 
gon, Thurlow, may have been the deciding factor which made the 
fanlly settle down ror cood on the farms 

















John Gowan, called "Jack" by most of his friends, pioneers 
Like Dick Messénrer, Dan McKay, Dan Warta, and Harry Millinan to 
mention a few, had cone to Yeadowbank from Grandview where he was 

in charee of the, then new sawdust burning equipment there. As 

well he had conttol of the power house which lienved the town and 
the sawmill in a day when small town electrification was rather rare. 








He had apprenticed for stean engineering with W.C. Edwards and 
J.R. Booth of Ottawa lumber fane, so he was able to apply these 
talents well when he cane West to Grandview. 


John's first trips west were with the popular harvest. excur- 
sions of those tines where his experience with steam was in food 
denand, He worked for a few falis in tne Wolseley district, both 
operating threshing engines in the field and setting up and’ae= 

Livering new machines for a dealer there. It was a time when of) 
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burning engines were called contraptions, and steam was opening 
up the West, even to pulling breaking plows in six or eight 
Farrow gangs, -- Those 01d steaners were strong! 


The Gowans settled on the NW t Sec 2-36-12 in the year 1907. 
‘This was the area served by the Meadow Bank Post Office which was 
situated on NEY Sec 16-36-12, one of the stops north of Wadena 
on a route to Kelvington, Perigord, or Manchester, which later 

ane RR fl, The first years on the farm, a house and sranaries 
were built. of logs from Ross's mill, somewhere in the neighborhood 
Of the present town of Rose Valley.” One of these granaries were 
Still standing in the summer of 79 and probably still is with its 
dove-tailed corners and original roof. 














On the homestead twenty miles or more from the nearest town, 
when the best or only roads were in the winter time, it became quite 
Z chore to haul grain or other produce to market. Any town within 
twenty miles, such as Kuroki, Kylemore or in later years Lintlaw,. 
had adequate store’and blacksmithing businesses, but, when you and 
your team(of horses) had been on the road, loaded, for six or seven 
hours, one needed good accommodation, first for the horses and 
secondly for oneself. Wadena became the focal centre of many out- 
lying districts because of its good hotel, boarding house, and 
livery stable(Barn) facilities. Probably this accommodation was. 

a greater consideration in the minds of most Meadowbankers than the 
Nosst at Louie Land's Rotel, at least, in the case of our father 

it was. 











Because he spent much of his tine giving a hand to any neighbor 
who needed it, be it in the field of vetrinarian, carpenter, or 
Blacksmith mechanic where he was most adept, Jack Gowan had’ little 
tine for public Life, Never the less, with’ the help of his good 
wife he was the first secretary, of the Duck Creek School. (My 
Sister or Mrs. Irving may correct me on this). As well he was one 
of the charter menbers of the Wadena Lodge, A-P.#A.M.(Masons) and 
acted on the board of directors of the Meadow Bank Hall when it was 
inTte’hayday. tn 1019 the Gowans joined Dan Wurea’, Jack Lanceley 
and Phillip Bollnans who owned the Mirst automobiles’in the 
neighborhood. 


‘That year when the MeLelland Bros, (They were called “aviators” 
then, not pilots) landed their aeroplane on Henry Schmidt's farn, 
SE Sec, 26-36-12, Mr. Lanceley drove his Ford the full mile, (the 
neighbors said he made it in three minutes) down to the "plane, and 
Rearly succeeded in intercepting the take off. He swore that ir 
the "top" had been “up on his car the "plane would have swept it 
away: it was that close. There were quite a few who saw that 
Strange bird fly over the Duck Creek district on that clear June 
morning for its dreadful noise attracted much attention. It was the 
TMrst aeroplane seen in the district and of course everyone went to 
the Aeoroplane Pienic held that afternoon on Sec. 26-37-12 just six 
miles north of the first landing site. 
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Thurlow and Orien attended the Duck Creek School and finished 
high school in Kelvington. Orien attended Wadena School in grades 
2,5,10,11- After high school she nursed for years in Winniper 
where She married Willian Steele. After John Gowants death in 1951, 
they moved to the old farm hone in consideration of Bill's failing 
health and that Mother needed someone too. As Bill's health re~ 
quired close provinity to the hospital and the farm was sold they 
Tater setup hougeveepinn and a hone for Mother in Wadena. When 
Bill passed away in 1065, Orien continued to care for our mother, @ 
heavy chore of devoted care in the later years. 


John Gowan Family 





When Mrs. Steele became {11 for a time in the fall of 79 and was 
hogpitalized Mother had to be admitted there as well, At this 
writing she is well in the Wadena Hospital and well into her 103rd 
year having lived in the reign of six sovereigns. In the early years 
on the farm Ida was active with a Homenakers' Club, which operated 
nostly out of Kelvingside School, the "Little Green School house, of 
which Nes. D.D. Hartzell and Mrs. H.K. Webb were active officials 
from time'to tine. Later she belonged to the Meadow Bank Ladies Aid 
of the United Church, It is regreted that after her one hundredth 
birthdate she has failed to respond to our questions of the early 
days for we never tired of listening to stories of the pioneers such 
as Rev. Worne who conducted the first choir in the Kelvington 
district, where the Tenpletons sang the sol fa system while the 
Nequarrigs’ sang the novo system, or was it the other way around? 

Av any rate those people sang fron the sheet music with sonetines 
just # timing fork, or at home around the organ or rare piano. 

There are not many’ today who can sight read like that and having 
a'sin'sone around the piano is virtually a thine of the past. 











‘Thurlow retired regently after teaching for 32 years in Sask. 
and B.C, He has many fond memories of his forner students and 
collearies, particularly those in the Wadena School Unit. 





Ag we start the Eighties we can renember back to the nanes of 
the firet four horses, or even by sone, of the first ox team, Our 
ost pleasant reneworances are probably of the first family dog or 
School pony. However, the hirhiight for everyone who attended 
Buck Creek must, have been the day the teacher was sick and most of 
the students held a pienic on the road just. about at the gate to 
Joe Walter's old honestead, nearly a nile east of the Meadow Bank 
Hall site. Better still it could have been the day Albert Castagn- 
ier drove Miss Cayeron to school and brought his shot gun along. 
Well after school was called at noon he and Harry Seed each had a 
shot at the swing. 1 can still hear those bangs as they broke the 
Sabbath suiiiness of the school room, and the propriety of the 
school board. 

















Bvents such as those and the ever present natural labratory we 
pad to study, at the very edge of the school yard, made school any 
thine bat a monotonous place to be. One morning sixten Linden 
brought a shiny new bicyele to school and one of those occasions 
was surely and soon to arise, It wasn't until the next morning 
That he and Alfred Vessenger, who drove a rather fast horse and 
bueey, should nest. Ae young Drother Walter stood on the back” 
and sister Kathy sat denurely at his side, Alfred outlined the 
rules; for ater all he'd been challenged: This was just an old 
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prairie trail so it was agreed that each should have one of the 
tracks. That left Katherine's side of the buezy out on the rough 
Pisivig., Negoenger's spirited steed, spoiling for the race soon 
jeft Linden in the dust, but not for’long. The new bicycle 

bereft of lunch pail and books striking a level stretch of, trail 
pained miraculously. Alfred, upon seeing his opponent alongside, 
pave a lusty yell and slackened the reigns. ‘The horse went crazy; 
Walter dove fron his pereh into a passing wolf willow grove and 
Kathy, thrown fron her seat, was seen by the whole school zoing 
“around the wheel". Linden 'was a full length ahead now, but Alfred 
never stopped. With the load lightened by two passengers the 
Durey spranz forward, and with loose reign and flailing whip they 
crossed the finish line atthe school rate, bicycle to bridle and | 
nose to nose ina perfect draw. 


There were quiet tines too at Duck Creek when we had sardens in 
the firemuard, and tines when the boys played farn in the soil of 

itr The farms were quite real with stocks made of soil and peeled 
posts in a miniature fence of thread or string. On sone farns 

Chere were real buildings of boards, but the special prize was our | 
threshing machine that really worked powered by an old Sharpless 

cream separator. 








During one of those quiet tines a group of chattering toys f 
silent to hear Columbus Skinner sins. ‘le was the only black boy 
we'd ever seen, and when he sanz we listened; everybody always | 
Tistened, to Columbus. We offered hin one of the best rarns if 

he'd sing us a sone because he wanted a farm and that's all he had | 
to fives "A farm fora sonz," you say, "You can't ret a deal like | 
that nowadays" =-~ "ell, nol" --- "ut it all depends on who 

singing.” 














submitted by lire. Evelyn Fear | 


Dad(Noel Grice) cana to Canada when a 
Amelia Grice(who later married Edrar Cadd: 





He returned to Enland during WT serving in the 
there met Mother, married her and in 119 returned to 











I was born Yay 1, 1922 a3 “ary Evelyn Grice. Notherts nane was | 
Helena Jane Grice(nes Thixton). ‘ly brother Alan Woe! Grice was the 
oldest, then in order myself, neyt Tosalind Holen(now Schni 
Bana Nora(now Dobson). | 











My birth certificate gives che location of 
i2si2nd, Saskatchewan, Me lived there for sone tine and then noved 
to what'I renenber Dad referring to as "The Old Darker Place". It 
was fron there I helieve that I went to Duek Creek School. T'don't 
Tenenber too much about it eveept that T was very shy and the teacher | 
Coante renenber her name) tried to make me sine solo and that didn't | 
g0, 80 she kept me in at recess. I have faint recollections of 

Meadow Bank Tall, seens to me that the ‘amily used to co to dances 
there and also plenics. 
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We Left Kelvington when I was six, in 1929 when Dad went to 
Sherridon, Yan. and Mother took the rest of us to England for six 
| months visiting her relatives, friends and Dad's relatives, 
| returning to Kelvington for a’short tine and then on to Sherridon 
where I lived until the war. I did return to Xelvington in 1932 
(when the mine closed at Sherridon) for about a year and stayed 
with my Aunt and Uncle(The Caddy's), At this time T went to Brand 
School 





Children of NOBL ‘GRICE 
Left to F 





ht 


ve’ 





yn, Alan, Bina & Rosalind 


Wilma Donald was a special 
friend. Our families, the Caddy's 
and the Harrisons as f renenber 
were close friends. other always 
} Kept in touch. T have no recollection of Rotnun Senool at all. 





GRIGE submitted by Alan Grice 


My nane is Alan N, Grice, my father was Noel, my mother Helena, 
I had three sisters Evelya, Rosalind and fdna in'order a birehe 


Twas born at Sec. 16-27-12-W2nd Saskatchewan where we lived 
patil T was 6 years then moved closer to Duck Creek which I attended 
for over 2 years. Then went to Enpland. 


My Father came to Kelvington in 1906 as a young boy to work at 
the aze of 11 he stayed with his sister Mrs. Edear Caddy and brother 
gf Preeceville. Dad went overseas in the lst WW and married Helens 
Thixton. They'noved to the farm of my birthplaces 





I have crossed many rivers since living on the Homestead 
6 miles north of Kelvington. 






Left to Right 
Back Row: 

Eric Grice, Noel & 
Helena Grite, Anelia 
Edgar Caddy 









Front Ri 
Baby ‘Alan, Unknown, 
Stanly Caday 
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‘The Frank Gutek Family History. 


Wo cannot rightly consider ourselves pioneers in the Rotnun ais 
trict, The farm we Live on was occupied for 40 years by Mir, and Mrs. 
KZelGerlsons Thoy Left in Vay, LOK for @ new Hone in Sweden. 


Frank Gutek was born in a small farn village in Poland. atthe | 
ago of 12 he cane with hie parents, Paul and flelen and six younger 
Sfleere and’ vesthers to Foskton, Sask. He Lived here with his family 
Snell Me marriage and noved to'his farn in the Faswegin district. 


Iwas born in Fish Creek, Sask. on June 26th, 1927, the daughter | 
of Anthony‘ Leia and Petronella Gmiterek. Living on a small farm with | 
five sisters and seven crothers. School to me was always a pleasant 
diversion. After attending Fish Creek School, the Rosthern liigh School 
fand the Saskatoon Normal School, I began teaching in the Gabriel 
School on Jan. 3rd, 1937. Two years and 40 ads later care to teach in 
the Hopeful School east of Fosston. Here I met and married Frank on 
April Bist, 190, We honesteaded on a farm near Paswegin. 


Our family nenbers are Philip. Ron, Helen, Harold, Lawrence 
and Kathryn. We also have 13 grandchildren. | 


Philip and his wife, Donna Small of Chanute, Kansas, live in | 
Kansas City “issouri. Philip is a Plastic Surgeon, a graduate of the | 
University of Sask. College of Medicine, Donna is’a graduate of the 
University of Wssour, College of Architecture and Interior Design 








Ron and his wife Sharon Cowie of Flaxconbe, Sask-,live in Hun 
poldt.n*herioalvural Engineer, fon 4s a Craduate of the Univers: 
oF Sksxs college of Sngineering’ Sharon $e a teacher also a graduate 
OF che Universicy of Sask College of Education, Their family con~ 
Sfach of" taurecr) fighele, ilelissa and viorgan. they are part omers 
SF the fiunbolde and Relvingvon Par Equipnenv Conpany. 











Raynond and hie wife Louise Olsen of Wadena, live on a farn east 
o Hendon. Raymond isa eraduate of the Wadena High School. Louise is 
2 teacher; a graduate of the University of Sask, College of Education 
Their family nenbers are Jeffrey, ‘latthew and Lise, Sesides being a 
farner, Raynond is the Salesman for the Kelvington Farm Squipnent. 





Harold and his wife Rusty Gartner of Vacklin, Sask. live in 
Calgary. Harold is on the staff of the National Energy Soard. He 
holds @ degree in Chenleal Engineering Science from the University 
OF Sask. College of Engineering, lusty's a Laboratory Technician 
fs a graduate of the University of Alberta. Their family members 
are Colleen and Patricia. 





Helen and her husband Brian Hicke of Killaly, Sask live in Saskatoon 
Helen, a graduate of the Kelsey School of nursing, works in the Sher- 
brook’ Nursing fone. Brian, a graduate of Campion College and the 
Gollece of Education, University of Sask. Is a teacher in the Holy 
Gross High School in’Saskatoon. Their fatily consists of Jillian, 
Renton, Saniel and Caneron. 
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Lawernce and his wife Cindy Miexgoda of Kelvington, make their 
hone in'ifadena. Lawrence is a graduate of the University of Sask. 
College of Arta and Science and the College of Education. He is & 
driller for Cactus Drilling and a farmer in his spare tine. Cindy 
fs a graduate of the Kelsey School of Nursing. 











Kathryn lives in Saskatoon. She is attending the university of 
Sask. College of Educatio 





My fantly and I owe much to Rotnum School, where I taught for 
sree years fron 1953 to 1956, 

















Sevgour The 
Engineer 
Ken 

Helmer 

Lil jora Leitch 

Otto Schau 

Earl Leitch 

Paul Mack 


The Joo Well 


Done 


Tee Blocks To "elt chop the wood for the 
winter warmth 
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Be GUIER BAA. MD. F-A.C.S. 


My history 1g brief; Rotnam 1950-5), Victoria Park 1955-57, 
Kelvington 1958-59, Wadena 1960, 0, of $. 1960-63 B.A., U, of S. 

{563-67 MD. St. Likes Hospital, Kansas City ~ Internship 1967-68. 
General Practice, Wadena 1968-70, General Surgery Residency, St. 

Lukes in Kansas City 1970=74(Ferdinand-Hellwes Award for Out 

standing Resident), Travel Fellowship in Plastic surgery to Copen- 
hagen, Stockholm, Malmo and Helsinki in 197. Plastic Surgery | 
Residency, Kansas City General Hospital, 197i<-76. Board Cert- 
stlostion sn Plastic Surgery 1076, Fellow American College of 

Surgeons 1979. 








Iam now in private practice of plastic surgery in Kansas City. 
Faculty of Medicine at University of Missouri in Kansas City. 


Married in 1975 to Donna Small from Chonute, Kansas. No | 
childrens Donna has a Bachelor in Interior Design fron University | 
of Kansas 

Special interests; Skiing in Colorodo, fishing at Lake of Ozarks, 


Recently chosen as one of top three plastic surgeons in Kansas 
city. 


JOSEF HANSON submitted by Edith Brierley(Sept 9, 1871- Jan 11 1962) 


Josef Hanson was vora.tn Hagen Sweden Sept 9, 1871. He left nis 
homeland at are 17 to come to USA. In 1905, {the year Sask, became 
a province) he and his brother Carl came to’Canada, They each took 
2 homestead in the Rotnum S.0., where they farned for many years. | 
They came in response to advertised accounts of the vast uncultivated 
acres of parklands in the Nadena area. 





Selma Hansor(nee Olson) was. born in Hajon, Sweden(Dec 31, 1884 | 
to Mar 13, 1979), She eane to Wadena in 1009, and July 3, 1909 
they were married in the united Church nanse by Rev. Bailey. 
Happily, they lived co 
celebrate their GOLDEN 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY in 
1959, plus another few 
yearat’ Their honestead 
Yoeation was: Melvin 
Tweldtts location today? 
Tt was located midway 
between Kelvington and 
Wadena along the mail 
route, REI. Their hone 
became a half way house 
for many Yeary travellers, 
to feed their horses, 
while they enjoyed the 
warmth of a wood-stove, 
and rs. Hanson's hone 
cooking. 











WEDDING ANNIVERSARY Mr.#iirs. Joe Hanson 
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Joseph Hanson 


In early years they were active in the affairs of Wolverton 
school district, since that was the nearest school. However, when 
Rotnum school was built their intereste were focused there, as 
well as the Scandia Lutheran church and Seandia Ladies Aid’ and 
Meadow Bank community activities. 





Several teachers of Rotnum $.D. boarded at Hanson's hone. They 
included Charles Spencer 1920, Ethel Dalshaue approx 1932-33, 
Don Leiteh 10%4=36 and Ann Nicholson 1939-40 approx. 


Miss Bryant and Mabel Lindstrom boarded at J. Carrisons. The 
Hanson Family included a son Hans, a daughter Linnea and twins 
John and Edith(first set of twine ’to be born in Wadena Union Hosp.) 
Another daurhter, Sadie died at ace 3, stricken with influenza in 
ris. 


Edith and John started at Rotnum school at 7 yrs of aze(1928). 
Spencer was the teacher that year, As I recall, from approx. 
Gr, TEI on, thru to Gr. VII(and even Gr. IX & % by’ correspondence 
They were fun-filled years. 








Averace attendance at Rotnum School over those years ranged 
between 20-70. During my early years of school it was customary 
to have holidays during the month of July and approy, Dec. 23 £0 
Feb. 1, This was because of the difficulties of getting to school 
in Severe temps and short daylight hours of January 





Christmas concerts were the high licht of the season. Lengthy 
prograns were prepared with recitations, dislosues and misical 
hunbers. The school was always filled to capacity. low exciting 
it was, "a day or two before the concert, to see the Christmas 
{ree £0 Up, the temporary staze built and seats of planking go ine 
Santa never failed to arrive, ant deliver the many ‘zifta under the 
the treet 














Speaking of the program, I recall Lillian Torgerson never 
failed to please the crowd with a new soncl I wonder how many times 
John and Edith were jo-ed into singinr a duet like it-or not! 





We, at Rotnun school, envied the students of Duck Creek school. 
ney had the liberty of sing the spacious Meadow Bank Hall for 
their Christmas Concert. Larce crowds attended; entertainnent was 
of cod calibre, Year after year Sandy Donald was master of 
cerenonies and ltr. Lancely acted as Santal 








Each year the school, closing was marked by the Annual picnic, 
approx. June 30th. Entire fanilies turned out, bringing pienic 
lunches, Softhali was arranced, plus races ofall kinds for every 
are. The honeenade Ice-Crean was superh! I've never tasted better! 


My earliest recollection of Meadow Bank Hall was when attending, 
Duck Creek school concerts with our parents; later there were social 
gatherines(Where I renenber Mr. Jones sining "E11 Take You Hone 
Avain Kathleen" etc) and annual picnics. As T erew older, we had 
nany ball games played on the erounds, C.G.1.T. gatherings, 

Sunday church services led ty Miss Grughe of Kelvington. Also many 
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Josef Hanson 








bridal showers, wedding dances, regular dances, meetings etc. held 
Un the hall. Looking back, sone of the most "fun-tines" during my 
adolescence were at socials and dances held at toth Neadow Bank 
and Hendon Halls. 





Rev. handal, Rose Valley held church services in Scandia Le 
Church on #35 hieway. ‘They seemed tobe on quite an irremular basis 
‘Go weather, roads, ete. John and I and Ben and Selmer Tweidt were 


fonrirmed at the sane tine, approx. Aur. 1094? 











John and I took Gr. XI & IT at Wadena Wich school. Wer? * 
recall the fun tines during our Cirst year when John and T as well 
be Sylvia Harrison and Harry Linden boarded at Scott and Nartha 











‘The second world war broke out in Sept. 19. During years 
1oudrel3 Twas a student nurse at Saskatoon City Wospital. ifter 
pradvating, ses. Grerory persuaded me to cone to work at Vadena 






finton Hospital. They were so short staffed, tut T could culy stay 
on for 1, months because on Dec. 21, Pd. rienley 
and T were married. It was a do 0 th my 





Sister Linnea and Carl Tweidt. 
+ Morland 











Following Larry's disckarre fron tke services in 19h5, we 
An Wadena for 7 by Dept.of Soctal, 
Services of Sask. =~ followed bv a 15 
ear stay in Noréh att ransferred to 
Saskatoon. Ve retired [oyear later. 













returned to the “ield of nursing, workin 
e'the years 1962 Lo 1975. 





deh sees 


Lawrence craduated 
later followed Ny a7 
Serusalen, Israel. 














Shelley cradvated tro 


empl a Realit 








Gaynal - our "sich younger” son eraduated Or 
Bowman Collestate, Saskatoon and presently erplo: 
mPorsineTek” at 7.5.0. 











The Jose? Hanson Fanily + by John Hanson | 
Josef Tianson arrived at what. was 


Comunity a8 a honesteader takine ip 
12, W and. The brothers cane as nany 











The Josef Hanson Fanily 


_.. 167308 


DOMINION fg, LANDS. 


INTERIM HOMESTEAD RECEIPT. 








sep ef Sota 
B Bent BG range ZO 
swinebread a meh 
fee oa Ao retng Hamat Bigs 
‘ 


di 
PN asic 


(QL RECEIPT—The receipt pcre above gon for $10.0 received by Jone Hanson for 
{eet cutar af See Roe Rage WH wae dere 
Soa quarer on Janey 8198; Wonder what he sane quarters wort day? 


free land which was advertised widely in the mid-west U.S.A. 
‘that tine. The vision of owning your own land and the indepen 
r would flow therefrom was to be sorely tested many times 

herere it became a reali 


Yooh hardship, loneliness and privation instead awaited those 
early settlers as thay strugeled to clear and break small acreares 
each year on the honestead while tryine to finance and build shelter 
for thenselves and their livestock arainst the bitter cold of those 
early winters. 


of those early years and the trials and tribulations 
with oxen, Mosaiitoes were fierce and oxen with 
world leave the furrow and head for the nearest slourh 
Tron the hordes of mosquitoes attacking both man and 
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The Joseph Hanson Fanily 


beast. Horses were costly and many died from disease and the 
harsh environment. 





nother, Selma Olsen cane out from Sweden in 1909 to marry 
my dad and to'share the task of raising a family and building 
what was to later becone a modest size farn. 





Roads in the early years were trails crossing the country side 
ag the crow flies to shorten miles to town. Our farm was located 
@lons the main travelled route from Wut Mountain to Wadena which 
fhe settlers of that area vsed as their access to railroad where 
they:narketed their prain and cattle brinring back supplies for the 
jonesvead. 





Early frosts, rust and wet weather at harvest time were a | 
constant threat to crops in the earlier years before the arrival 
of newer crain varieties and modern harvesting equipment. The 
Grouent of the thirties which struck so much of the province did 
not seriously affect us other than in 1937 but I renent 

concern over ¢rain prices in 1030 being so low that the returns 
from the crop did not pay for the cost of threshing, I also re~ 
nenber the many fanilies that moved inte the comunity during 
those years havine been forced to leave their hones in the prairie 
area to rake a new berinning due to the ravares of drought. | 











Our father had recoenized the advantaves of raising cavtle in 
our operation and Aberdeen Anes forged the basis of the livestock 
herd Por many years until we were foreed to reduce numbers in 1937 
because of drouht and feed shortare. 








‘The Hanson? fanily comprised of three girls and two boy 
daughter Sadie died at the are of five years in the flu epidemic 

of 1918, The eldest son Hans 4s presently livine in Wadena serving 
fas the town adninistrator. Linnea, the eldest dauehter and her 
husband Carl Tweidt are farnin in'the Rotnun comunity. The fanily 
twins comprisine mysel*(John) and Edith are no lonzer resident in 
the area, I an employed by Sask. Anriculture as the agricultural 
fepresentative at Yoose Jaw. My twin sister S4ith(ltrs. Lawrence 
Brierley) resided for years in Saskatoon but has recently moved with 
her husband uipon retirement to 8.C. where vheir family are resident. 

















My father and nother left the farm in 1916 moving to Wadena 
where they spent several years in retirenent. Dad died in 1062 
at the are of” ° years and ny nother passed away in 1979 at the 
are of Oh years. To then, I and other renvers of the fanily owe 
meh. The road has been easier for us and those who will follow 
Decatise ry folks and other pioneers like then did not give up. | 
They stayed to build the conrunity we see today fron the harsh 

frontier that existed when this province was born in 1905. TY 
GOD BLESS THEM ALL. | 
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GROWING UP AT ROTNUM, 1028-36 by John 0. Hanson 


My first recollection of the years spent at Rotnum School goes 
back to that first day in school which cane after the winter break 
is the school was closed during the bitter weather of January. 


‘The teacher was _young,not. long out of normal school, by the 
nane of Charlie Spencer. It was necessary on that first day of 
School to record all the vital statistics such as name, age, 
birthdate, etc. My twin sister Edith led off with her’information 
after which it was my turn. In the process of giving forth my 
statistics, Edith chirped up with the corment that this was really 
Rot necessary--did the teacher not know that we were twins. 
Charlie had renenbered that incident and reminded me of it many 
years afterwards. 


Growing up at Rotnun I expect was not mich different than 
that experienced by any other rural children who spent their 
early years at the "little Red School louse". 


Looking back, there were advantages along with the many dis 
advantares that stand out in my memories of those days. In the 
fone room school with Gr 1 to &, there was much pre-grade learning 
a5 we would listen in on the léssons being presented by: the 
teacher to the senior grades. There was also an ongoing confort- 
able feeling of faniliar surroundings and classmates with advancing 
grades as often teachers continued unchanged over several year 


intervals. 


One of the disadvantaes which I remenber was the outdoor 
vifty in winter time. No one ventured to sit on the ice cold seat 
of that two holer and as a resultymess that accimilated left much 
to be desired. 


Rural school houses of that day were not equipped with elect- 
ricity or other forns of artificial lighting. As a result the west 
wall of the school was generously endowed with windows. These 
Were single windows without fitted storn windows so we were cold 
in winter during the morning porition of the day and warm to hot 
during the sunner and afternoon period. Heat was provided from a 
wood burning boxtype stove. This was fitted with a ralvaniged iron 
Skirting to prevent anyone fron getting burned on the hot stove 
bat dt also neant that the bulk of the heat was directed upwards 
and did not radiate outwardly to give warnth to students sitting 
in their desks. I often felt sorry for those youngsters sitting 
next to che walls and windows es the cold draught on windy days was 
very bad, 


With the stove burning wood :to its capacity, it was often noon 
or later in the day, before the classroom reached confortable 
tenperature. 


Drinking water was brought each day as there was no well on 
the school property and water could not be left in the cooler dur- 
ing the winter months as the tenperatures in the school dropped 
WBLl below freezing each night. 
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Growing up at Rotnum 


1 guess I was fortunate that my years in school were relatively 
free of traumatic moments. ber well where the school strap 
was housed-- in the lover right hand drawer of the teacher's larve 
dak desk. On one oreasion only did I cone close to having it 
administered. The oceasion was an incident in class involving 
Samy Evans. T renenber well staying in at noon when Mir. Spencer 
laid the strap up on top O° the desk and proceeded to lecture us 
with much vigor. We both turned on the waterworks and I cuess 
fe felt. that the message had been instilled without administering 
a strapping to us. 

















Recreation in, that one room rural school in the 1930's was 
pretty limited. "The school library consisted of less than a couple 
BF dozen books, sone o* which were readers fron previous years. 
[irenenber the sizable nap case with a series of roll down maps 
used mainly for feorrapy and history studies. 











Sports equiprent was algo at a minflm. Tt consisted of a 
ball and hat plus a love for softball and a football that served 
to give us lots of exercise chasing 1t up and down the desipnated 
playing field in accordance with our rules that were anything 
Boccer rules. 












‘The highlight of the year was to play softball 
and challenge neighbourine schools such as Oro! 
Park. These anes at tines decane more than sociable exchanzes as 
there was mich Jeering and hurling Of verbal abuse as the cane 
went alone. Pop Davis who had moved into the district in the 
early 1930's was our means of transportation when we had panes 
with neiethorine schools. 








‘The annual Mehlieht_ of the entire school year centered around 
the Christnas concert. This was the occasion when the entire school 
class had a part either in recitation, chorus, or play and preformed 
For the entire comunity who were there as it'was viewed as the 
fajor social function of the season. The arrival of Santa Claus 

It the conclusion of the program with pirts and candy for all 

added to the excitenent and evpectation especially for the y 
children. There were many worried parents fearful that the 1 
ordered from Eaton's eavalorue or their shopper division nicht not 
arrive in tine for that all important and cruéial event. 

















My love for horses dates back to those early years at scho 











Father bourht Edith and Iva pony to travel to school. Minnie was 
her nane and she “new right "rom the start that we were just a 
fouple of kids and she could pretty much do as she wanted with 


We always hada slow ride to school in the morning whether it was” 
; arran or horseback and a fast ride at night for she knew 
there were roodies waltine when she pot hone. 











I can still renenber walking to school in the nonth of June and 
experiencing the intovicatine arona of wild roses blooming in such 
profusion alon« with the frarrance of wolf willow also in Sul 
Bloom. The country side was also dotted with yellow buffalo bean, 
orance cowslips, tiver lilies and the majestic white blossoms 
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Growing up at Rotaum 


of Saskatoon and chokecherry. It was truly a tine when nature 
@isplayed all her great beauty and it really felt good to be alive 
anda part of it all. 


‘Threshing tine in the fall was also a time of much exeitenent. 
It meant staying away fron school to help shovel grain in the Cin: 
‘There was ereat awe and wonder of that big steam engine driving the 
grain separator with four men pitching sheaves into it at what 
seened like top speed all day lone. 


My years in public school continued to Grade 10 as Edith and I 
plus others in our class took Grade 9 and 10 by correspondence 
course. From there we took Grade 11 and 12 in Wadena High School 
and after a year out on the farm, I proceeded through four years 
in the Collere of Arriculture atthe University of Saskatchewan 
obtaining my Bachelor of Science Depree in Agriculture in 193. 


I have wondered if perhaps I was the first graduate from the 
Rotnum School who went on to aquire a university depree. One of my. 
Ferrets in loozing hack was that many othars in that sehool were 

hot provided the oppertunity to pursie their education as there were 
nany very clever people capable of academic scholarship. 

AMter graduation and a few years on the farm with my parents, I entered 
the business world in partnership operation with ny brother fans 

which involved a lunber yard and farm equipment dealership in Wadena. 


This continued from 1946-1062 during which tine I married 
Wolet Halen in 1950 who was a niiree and had to cone to Wadena 

for @ short tine in 1048 to provide nursing service in the Wadena 
rospital before proceeding vo Jersey City, N. J., for post graduate 


Study in obstetrics. We were blessed with three children, Marion, 
Donald, and Vivian during those years in Wadena. In 1962’ upon the 
death OF my father, I took employment with Saskatchewan Department 
of Aericulture in the Extension Service. I served as apricuitural 
representative at Hudson Bay from 1962-1066 when I spent a year 

on gradiate studies at the University of Wisconsin obtaining a 
Master's Decree from that institution in 1967. In September, 

1067, I returned to Saskatchewan and took a posting with Saskatchewan 
Aericultural representative at Moose Jaw where I have resided since 
chat tine. 


As I conpare the educational facilities and advantazes of my day 
with those of the present, I marvel at the progress that has been 
achieved. I wonder though if there is a sense of appreciation 
anonpstour present ceneration for the oppomtunities before then 

in the field of education = opportunities those of my era and 
before would have dearly loved to have known and in whieh might have 
been participants. 































Mee & Mrs. Mr. & Mrs. 


Joe Hansen Carl Hanson 


CARL HANSON FAMILY: submitted by Ellen and Ester 


Fathers full nane == Carl Erick Hanson == born in ta 
May 10, 1877 = Died July 8, 1953 at Prince George, B.C. 








Mothers full nang -- Anna Bernadina Nelson ~ born in Hayon, 
Sweden Feb 11, 1885 ~ Died Feb 17, 1956 





Children -- Ester(Ottargon) of Prince Geo: 
Ellen(Adans) of Prince Georse, 3. 
Arthur Hanson Deceased ~~ June'1l, 1016 





Dad cane from Sweden in the early 1900's to U.S.A. and worked 
at various jobs until 1904 and then went back to Sweden and brought 
mother back. le then filed on a honestead(Si Sec 6-36}. Te and 
nother married in 1905 and moved back to the homestead. In 1900 
They went to Denver, Colarado. where he worked ina mine for a short 
while and then revurned to live permanently on tho honestead until 
1019; “When they retired to Hendon. They noved to Prince George, 
B.C. "in 1951., 


Audrey Bernice Ottarson is Esters daughter and she attended 
school at Rotnin for a while, Bernice is now Mrs. 
and lives at Churchill, Man. 











MS HARMON by daurhter Doris 


Prouse 








Mrs. Jeannie Moore, a young 
widow and her 15 month old 
Gaughter cane to Canada in 
190k. Mrs. Moore beinz a 
Bister-in-iaw of Mr. Otter, 
who had come to Yoriton area 
the previous year, persuaded 
then to come out vo. Canada and 
stay with them until they 
could get settled on their 
own, and so it was,they came 
fo the Yorkton area and the 
Wallace district. Doris 
never knew her own grand~ 
parents so she thourht of 








Mrs. Harmon 
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Mrs. Harmon 
Mr. & Mes. Otter as her grandparents. 


‘Three weeks after arriving in Yorkton, Mrs. Moore met a 
young widower Howard Garrison, and his meeting resulted in marriage. 


The Garrison fanily then came te the Noadow Bank district that 
san year in search of honesteads, Jeannie Garrison filing on the 
AE 'LEis56-1y and on which tho family Lived the winter of 190,--05, 
Aistaprson, Melvin Garrison filed on the sii~24-36-13, but he found 
he'was not suited to the hard life and gave it up. A’Mr. Hilder, 
who had narried lirs. Garrison's sister, took up this sane parcel 
Of land(later disposing of 1t to vay Garrison) who had taken up 

as his honestead the thit-21-36-13. 


That winter typhoid fever struck the hone, with Arthur, Melvin 
and ‘es. Garrison 211 being stricken at once and their neighbor, 
Nee. Wn. Warrison nursed then all back to health. 


In 100$__ while in Yorkton Hospital and ready for discharge, 
Howard Garrison passed away very suddenly. 


Several months later Jeannie Garrison married Ed. Harmon, 
Te was the first wedding cerenony in the Neadow Bank area -~ folks 
can renenber the Rev. Salley coming out from Wadena by livery, 
Griven by Mir. "4)1igan and it was such a cold day the minister's 
face was frozen. They had brought with then a wedding cake, nade 
in the confectionary at Wadena, owned by: a Mr. Hodson and the 
three tier cae was frozen so golid, it had to be cut with an axe. 
Present at the wedding were: fob and Dill Lee, The Reeds who 
Lived on the present Carnet Booth farn, and also the Dick Yeots, 

Np, & Mrs. iin; Harrison witnessed the cerenony. Doris renenbers 

ava flarrison(irving) was the first baby she had seen. ~ 


84, Karnon farm 
Burnett farm, 
jel at Quill 


In 1007 the Harnon family moved into the town of Wadena and 
purchaged what was a anal acreare with a house and also a barn 
Where Bd. Harmon could Keep horses. The site of that. property 
Was one vine owned by the Godkin's and now by the Jackson's and is 
north of the G.P.R. tracks. 


In 1913 Doris and “rs. Harnion went to Raddell, where Jeannie 
Harnon Worked and Doris continued her schooling. 


In Dec 1919 Doris married John Prouse and they lived on their 
farm north west of Kelvington for 17 years. Doris has lived in the 
sane house in Kelvineton for 4l years. John passing away in 1967, 


Jeannie Heron spent many years in Kelvington, where she owned 
her own hone, passing away in 1945. 
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fanily-by Eva(¥arrison) Irving 
12 Wend 




































Saskatchewan becane a province in 1005 and the C.N.R- railway 
was pushing westward fron Winnipeg. It passed through the area 
where we are now familiar with the names "Invernay, Nargo, Kuroki, | 
Kylenore, Wadena, Paswegin, Claire and Quill Lake." North’ amd south 
of this iine early settlers sought homesteads and a new way of life. 








Among these were Mr. Wn, and Howard Harrison. They had emigrated 
to Canada from near Liverpool early in 1905 and worked in Manitoba 
before coning to the Wadena area in 1906. Miss H. Smith came from 
Liverpool area also, and married Mr. Yin, Harrison at Baldur, Man. 
Sn gpring of 1006, ev ne Harrison, leaving hs wife with friends 
in Manitoba cane with ids brother Howard to Wadena, Sask., and filed 
on a honestead (SE. Sec 20-36-12) in June 1906. fle chose this 
Tocation because of plenty of wood for fuel and building and a 

lake which held possitilittes for cattle raising. The lake nad 
many advantages but also disadvantares-one being the hoards of 
mosquitoes which infested the area in the woods and tall grasses 
around the lake. 


Mr. Howard Harrison honesteaded SW Sec 28-36-12 which he proved 
up - but didn't remain in Canada, This land is now owned by, his 
nephew Keith Harrison. 





The first task of the honesteader was to build a house-in 
tine for habttation in the fall. This was done with lors, felled 
Fron nearby woods = stood upriehe = (ae the now Honesteader had no 
eang of moving lope except by hand and of necessity. they had to 
Be shore lopss) “The walls were plastered with clay and roofed 


with poles and covered with sods, cut from the prairie. 





When Mrs. Harrison cane from Man. in October ~ there was the 
house! ‘It had a dirt Sloor and it was sone tine before boards 
were available for a floor. ‘The furniture was honenade. 


During the following months a barn was erected and land cleared 
and broken to fulfill honestead duties. 

In 1909 the family moved to'the north side of the lake where a 
new house was built, also of logs, on a hill where breezes could 
blow and discourage the mosquitoes. Now in 1976 the house still 
stands and was habitated by the Harrison family until 1968 when a 
frame house was built. 





In the winter of 1906-07 was a long cold one. There was an 
epidenie of typnoia fever in the area and Mrs, Harrison was called 
to care for typhoid victins in the home of Mr. Howard Garrison 
WB. £ Sec 2he36-12. 


‘The eldest menber of Harrison fanily, Eva was born in the 
Little house by the lake in January 1908. In the spring Mr. 
Harrison returned to Man. to work in order to earn money to buy } 
food, oxen, machinery ete. Mrs. Harrison, with the baby spent 

the Summer months alone on the honestead.’ It was a lonely time, 








Jin. Harrison and Family 


Mr. Howard 
Harrison 


Me, Willan 
Farrison 


Mrs. Willian 
Harrison 


neighbors were few and far between the nearest town 16 miles away-~ 
est office one mile east along the lake at the hone of Yr. Dan 
forrigon. It was known as Meadow Bank post office and situated on 

NE, E ="Sec. 16-35-12. “At junction of two lakes known as lakes 1 & 2. 
on Survey maps. There was nd way to reach the post office except 

on foot. Mrs. Harrison decided during herSejourn there that that 
summer would be the last in the location, hence the move across 

‘the lake, where ereater acreage was in aty case. Here the Harrison 
family grew up - (va, Ruth, Sylvia, Leonard and Keith) and where 
Keith and Leonard stii1 live. 


The settlers at this tine cane fron various places, U.S.A 
Scandenavia; menonites from Germany and sone Ukraine. Possib: 
ndinavians were in the majority at that tine in this area, 


‘The roads were prairie trails around sloughs and across 
creeks ~ The Scandinavians adept with skis had a better means of 
winter travel than walking. There was always the danger of becoming 
lost as there were few landmarks. 


Ag time went on oxen were purchased and they were faithful 
animals = being strong and able to pull trees and breaking plough. 
The settler had few tools ~ axe, hanner and saw. 


As population increased and families grew up, there was a need 
for schools. The Duck Creek School district was organized in the 
‘all of 1907 and a school building was erected in tine to hold 
school in 1909, The teacher, Miss Arnstrong, came from Toronto. 


Visiting among one's neighbors was only source of entertain 
nent for a long tine but eventually there were gatherings and people 
cane many miles to picnics. The first Neadow Bank picnit was held 








6s 
Wm. Harrison Family 
in 1909. Later there were Christmas concerts in the schools, 


jarties and dances in the hones - music provided by violin, accord~ 
[an of some one ‘on the conb'. 





‘The church also played a part in the development of the. 
community = first services were held in Nr. Waddell's (bachelor 
hone ~ NE 18-36-12} This is where Eva Harrison was baptised. 


By 1916 a United Grain Growers organtaation was formed and they 
bullt a conminity Hall NeE. f Sec. 20-36-n12 which becane known as 
MEADOW BANK HALL, This was centre for all future social events, 
‘This butlding was later moved to IW i Sec 15-36-12 and continued 
in usefulness until 1967. 





‘The oxen 
binding on 
Harrison's 
Fonestead 
Submitted by Ruth(Harrison) Shannon 
1918 Mrs. Robert Gowan Duck Creek School 
1919 Miss Noel Blanc Duck Creek School 
1920 Mrs. Eleanor McLean Duek Greek School Norna Massey & 
igai Marion Vassey 
Mrs. Wn, MeQuarie(Hagel) Duck Creek (relier) 
1922 Miss Eligabeth Caneron Duck Creek 
Miss Helen Sunmerveld  Rotnun School 
Miss Jean Ingram Rota 
1923 Mr. George Philbin Dueck Creek 
Mise Mary Cherry Rotaun 
1924 Miss Elsie Brice Rotaun 
1925 Mr. Perey Heffern Rotaun 
1926 Mr. Henry Lowen Rotnum 


1927 Kelvington High School 
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In 1918 I started school at Duck Creek with Mrs. Gowan in 
charge. I was six years old and had three miles to travel. My 
other drove us to school in the morning with Pat and the bugey. 
She returned home each day to face the breakfast dishes. We walked 
hone after school. Sixten Linden gave me a ride on the handle bars 

bike which’was a good lift as far as the Linden gate. 

Gowan was ny age mate and class mate. She had biack curls 

chubby and cute. I had straight mouse colored hair, was 
skinny and had freckles; I learned to read and to sing God’Save 
the King. The King at the time was George the 5th and his picture 
with that of Queen Mary graced the school wall. 


Migs Blanc was a French girl who had a deep interest in nature 
study. She instilled an interest in reading which has lasted 
Throughout my life. I read David Copperfield anong other books 
that year and learned to sing the French National Anthem. We 
legraed co nane the authors of everything in our readers. We wore 
still using at the time the Old Ontario Reader. 


ister-in-law of the Inspector of schools 

‘the Massey sisters relieved her for a 
tine. I adored them both but did not adore Sleanor MeLean, She 
stayed with us for a tine that year and I had the honor of sharing 
or room. 


Mrs. Hagel McQuarie was a favourite teacher who drove a horse 
all the way from the farm at Kelvington each day. Her neice Marcha 
Templeton cane to school with her fora time. 1'do not renenber 
for how long. 


Migs Elisabeth Caneron died shortly after she taught at Duck 
Greek. She did not survive surgery in the Wadena Hospital. 


Helen Sumerfelt married a bank manager fron Kelvinton. 
He was a widower with two daughters. When Helen left, Jean tngran 
feeb over the school; T renenber chit she saw us through the 

Christmas concert which in those days marked the end of term. 


Mr. Riley who was for many years the principal of Wadena school 
cane out to act as chairman for that concert. Jean later married 
Mr, Riley and they were both killed with their email son in a car 
accident at Wadena, 


In the spring of 23 I went to Duck Creek school for only a 
few weeks, but I renenber Mr. Philbin because he encouraged 


Hberary étforts. We returns 
Sherry 

of 

by 7 
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Wa. Harrison Fantly. ae 





Eleie Brice was a quiet, gentle lady who was very young to take 
charge of a country school. She later died under surgery in Wadena 
hospital. The Tweidt family arrived that fall and abel and Alfred 
with Melvin joined our ranks. 





Percy Heffern rode a bicycle to Kelvington far the weekends. 
His friend Henry Lowen took over the following year when T was 

in grade IX. In Septenber T left for Relvingtoa and Grade T. That 
last year Ethel Berglund did not cone to school, I lost my sidekick. 


Submitted by Sylvia VanBreinnen (Harrison). 


Happy times at Rotnum School do seem to centre around the 
‘pig slough? ‘We would hurry through our frosen lunch to get into 
cold rubbers which had been left in the cloak room while we were 
Jearning to multiply, hike to the slough to slide on the ice which 
peaked Sut trom ahong the cattails and bull. rushes. Spring rine 

ought floating muskrat houses, red winged blackbirds, and the 
Wilson phalarope twirling in the open water, an exciting memory. 








In a drought year, @ corduroy road was laid through the 
slough providing a lesson in that aspect of engineering. 





‘The other important thing in school was the stove, do you 
renenber the cold day we sat around and blew bubbles, big bubbles, 
all the colors of the rainbor- until they were broken- by the 
bell? Mr. Leitch, that was mean. 





TRIBUTE TO THE HARRISONS submitted by Noreen Tweidt. 


Mrs. Harrison was an avid gardener. She loved her flowers, 
and I'm sure that. every blosson had a snile for the tender loving 
care they got. Her shrubs were gently tended, and also flourished. 
She had a fove of nature that has manifested itself in her family 
as well. She knew every plant's name, wild or otherwise. 


Nr. Harrigon was well knows for his singing. He always had a 
happy tune while he worked. I can remember the way I enjoyed his 
songs, as he walked down the road on a cold winters night, with 
the sleigh runners making their own music on the snow. The horses 
bells ringing from the strap that attached them to the harness. 
And Mr. Harrison singing for the love of live, the joy he felt. 


He raised some of the finest cattle and pigs that T have 
jen, sure the largest. 


Both were the ultimate as neighbors. And I must add that the 
family has carried on this fine trait. 


ever 
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Behel Hoard. daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Russell Dann. 


Russell was the son of Enma‘Richard Dann and cane to Sask- 
atchewan from Ontario. 


He married Mabel Ness, daughter of Mr. and Is. Theodore Ness, 
who lived four miles south’of Wadena on the land now farmed oy 
Ken Jones. The Ness fanily had come to the Wadena area fron 
Thornhill, Ontario. 


Rusgell and Mabel along with his brother Guy, took up farming 
on the NJ 1, east of Wadena later coning to the Rotnum district 
where they farned on N.W.t 17-36-12. 


There were six children in the Russell Dann fantly, the eldest 
deing Ethel who attended Rotnum school in 1929, moving from the 
district in 1930, 


The brothers were noted for the nice horses they kept-on the 
farn and it was quite an exciting seene for the school children to 
watch the Dann brothers moving a building past the, school, being 
pulled by horses. These buildings, a barn and a horse, had been 
Built in Wadena and moved out by horse power 7 


Russell becane i11 and was unable to work for much of his 
latter years, passing away in Winnipeg on July 13th, 1930. 


's. Dann, now age 75, resides in Thorndale, Ontario. 


I an married to Gordon Hoard and we live on the fara east 
of Nadena. 


& MRS, NELS HOLSTEN FAMILY 


Mr. & Mrs, Nels Holsten and fanily of two children cane to the 
district by train in 1906, bringing with then horses, machinery and 
household itens which they had acquired after immigrating fron 
Sweden in 1902. 


‘They settled on a honestead (SE 2-36-13) three miles from the 
site of Rotman School (not yet built). They were among the first 
settlers in the district but were soon very well Known, a6 any 
of the farmers living in the Rose Valley and Nora area had to haul 
their grain to Wadena, and travelling with horses the trip could 
not be done in one day so the Holsten farn became the stop-off place 
for these tired and hungry travellers. 


The Holstens first built a small house which they used as a 
granary after they built the big two storey log house in 1908. 


lr, lolsten and children did a lot of trapping as chetr land 


had several sloughs. Dolly and Gunnar renenber going with their 
dad in the early norning to trap and later helping him skin the 








Te 





Me, & Mrs, Nels Holsten Family 


After the weary travelen| 

rested at the HOLSTE| 
fara, they are getting 
hitched again bo travel 
further. 








‘The children attended school in Victoria Park and Wolverton. 
‘The older ones renenber carrying Bert occasionally because it was 
Such a long walk. When the Rotnum School was built in 1922 Violet, 
Gunnar and Bert attended classes there. By then Dollie was big 
‘enough to stay hone to work with her Dad doing Man's work, plough 
ing, harrowing, cutting and stacking great anounts of hay, ,running 
fhe” binder" and’ chen dofng’ the milking’and taking care of the 
"stoppers" horses. 


When the railroad was extended further north, Mr. & Mrs. 
Holsven and fanly moved to Tose Valley in 1923, nd. Sponed & care 
there. 


Bennie Evenson operated the farm for a short while until it 


was sold to Arton Faust. Later the sane land was sold to N. F. 
Nelson. Verner Nelson still lives on the sane site. 


GORGE HOPE & MAMIE FRAZER submitted by Evelyn Oliver 








George Hope and Manie Fraser were 
married Nov.1241902, in Glengary. 
Hagel was born'Nov.3, 1903 in Ontario. 
‘They then moved to Marchwell Sask. in 
190k, where Lisaie was born tay 2i, 
1905? “Gordon was born Nov.25,1906: 


















They then moved to homestead on 
NE 4 36-35-12 in 1907. Cecil born in 
March 14, 1908, Kenneth March 1h, 1916, 
Evelyn April, iz, 1919, 













The main stopping place for pioneers 
that travel fron”? "Eshtlaw and Relving= 
fon to Wadena. 








George Hope Fanily 73 


Church service was held in the hone. Mr. Hope was active in th 
Grain Growers and Farners Union, he helped organize the Willow Glen 
School were Hazel and Ligsie were among the first students. He also 
helped organize the Wolverton Rural telephone conpany. 


He raised purebred Aberdeen Cattle. Rhode Island Red Chickens 
and purebred Berkshire Hogs. 


‘They sold the farn in T9k7 and retired in West Vancouver. Mrs. 
Hope passed away in July 1953 and George in March 1957. 


Hiagel becane a teacher, later married Herb Topping and farmed 
at Kipling. Then moved to B.C. They adoped three children. Herb 
passed away Oct. 1973. 


Lizsie became a teacher later married Janes Wright and farmed 
Swi 11-36-12. Had a fanily of three. When they started High School 
they sold the farm and moved to Kelvington. Liaaie passed away Jan. 
1968, Jinny in 1973. 


Cecil worked for N.B. Mining at Flin Flon. Passed away in May 
1955. They had five children, triplets were anong the five, Kenneth 
Lives with Hagel's daughter in Delta 8.C. And never married. 


Byelyn married Bill Oliver, they farmed in the Wadena district 
and later moved to the town of Wadena, then to B.c. in 1969, Bill 
had four children. Bill passed away Oct. 1972, Evelyn and Hazel 
live together in Surrey B.¢. 


Submitted By Gordon Hope. 


je went to Willow Glen School. One summer there was not enough 
pupils to open the Duck Creek school. Lizaie and Cecil and T attend 
ed Duck Creek. The teacher was Miss. Jean Blane. We went to school 
yith a horse and cart, following a prairie trail across Sec. I and 

My father did carpenter work earlier. My father was Scotch 
and mother § Seoteh and ¢ Irish. 


I helped nove Meadow Bank Hall. First of all we hauled gravel 

fron the gravel pit with a team and sleigh from iif t of I for the 

foundation. We jacked the hall up and put two sets of sleighs 

under it cross ways. Mr. Jack Coates and I each had a four horse 

tean on the haul, and everything went along very well. A lot of the 
ip was nade down Linden's Lake and there was about a foot and a 

of snow to use. It was set down on blocks and left untill 
spring, to have the foundation put under it, I didn't take part 
in pouring the cenent. 











Charles Irving Family. ” 


Charles came out from Scotland in the year 1923, and the story 
goes that while travelling by train and near the town of Sturgis, 
fle asked the conductor what tine it was-- the conductor replied 
1923 hours but Charlie not being faniliar with that jargon replied, 
mT know its 1923, but what the He-= tine is it? 





His iret Job was at another good fellow Scotsman, Sandy 
Donald. Fron there he went to John Prouses farm. lie spent one fin- 
ver with San Donald, who was still a bachelor and living on the la~ 
nd now owned by Leith Perron, SE%- 34-36-12. It was only a honeste~ 
a2 shack and they woke up ond snowy winter forming to find snow 

on the bed. 





Charlie then decided to buy gone land,so he purchased the Swit 
26-36-12, still referred to as 26. 


At this tine Fred Perry came along and he lived with Charlie 
and he was to nake the Irving's his hone for many years. 


‘The Figilen farm cane up for sale, NE 22~36e12. As Wn. Harrie 
on was executor for the estate, Charli¢ went to him with an offer 
to buy the farn and he must have asked for Eva at the sane time,be~ 
cause he says he got it all in the sane deal. 


Eva was born on the homestead on the south side of Harrison's 
Lake aa we call it, could be called Linden's, or Avery's or Lille- 
fora's Lake 1 suppose. It is said the mosquitoes becane so bad, the 
fanily moved to the north side of the lake. 


Eva, it is said, was born during @ rare January thay and has 
never celebrated a birthday since that has had no snow. She was the 
first baby to be baptized in the Meadow Bank area. 


In T910 Mrs, Harrison and wee daughter went back to England 
for a visit. 


When it was time for Eva to start school, she began at Duck 
Creek. It was probably about Grade VIIT, when’she spent a year at 
Rotnun School, Gunner Holsten was also Zoing to school there and 
after meeting Eva, his great ambition was to make good grades and 
marry Eva Harrisont 








Arter conpleting her schooling, Eva went to Normal school for 
four months, going to teach in several different places. The depre~ 
ssion cane and along with it, more teachers than there were jobs, 
30 by this tine with a black’ eyed bachelor in the background, she 
Gecided on a new career, Marriage, and she hasn't been out of a 
fob since. 


‘The wedding of Charlie Irving and Eva Harrison took place at 
her farm home on Aug.2ist, 1934. The weather was cold that night 
and crops and gardens were frozen, 


‘hey have a family of three children, Allan Gail and Brian, all 
bron in'Wadena Hospital. Eva and Charlie have retired, but ckodse 


to stay in their lovely hone on the farm, close to their sons an 
their grandchildren. ae 





‘The Charles Irving's 
Allan and Gail. 


Allan Irving Family. 


Allan is the eldest 
of three children, bro- 
ther Brian and sister 
Gail MeDougall. He beg- 
an school at Dick 

re re took erades I to @, In 1953 he went to kelv- 
T hecording LO ariel Ladubec( Oberg), he was the 
on, Long lashes'. 1 ‘and 56 he avvended the 
ciSrieulgure in Saskatoon and then began his farning career 
nt Pron Pete ‘'efnnis. 


uly 1959 he married a surse, Carroll Barbara Fennel of 
ills. They have Tive children: 


eth; loves figure skating and now attends a school of Optom 
etry at University of Waterloo, Ont. oe 


David; he will graduate fron Kelvington High this year and he 


loves carpentr 
jell is a hockey fan and longtine nonher of Hendon L-H. 
Dale; loves hockey and fivure skating, plays the tronbone 
and sings. 
sinre skates and plays trumpet, and also singe. 
‘rving) TeDoueald 
il Isabell Irving was born in Wadena Union Hospital. Went to 
First four years of school. In 1940 Gail went to 
Creek closed. 
She completed her schooline in Kelvington High Sehool and trai: 
ose Jaw Providence Hospital for a registered nurse. 
She married Jack MeDougall in 1967 and they reside in Saskatoon 
ey have two daughters, Sandra and Brenda. 


Brian Irving. 


Brian is the youngest of the Irving family, taking all his sch. 
coling In Srand and Kelvington. He then attended Agricultural Coll~ 
@ in Saskatoon. He worked during the winter months with Can Farm 
at Tisdale and farved during the sumer months. 


Tt was while working in Tisdale, he met his future wife Ann 
varie Fagnau. They were married Nov. 4th, 1978. 
_ They have also built their home on the Figlen place, adjacent 
to Brian's parents and across the road from his brother Allan. 














































Mr. and Mrs. Bert Johns 
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Bert married the forner Alice Whaley in Dunrea, Man. where she 
was a dressmaker. 

‘Tn 1906, Bert and bis brother-in law, Mr. Waley came to the 
Meadow Bank district, seeking honesteads. 

‘Then in 1907, Mt, and Mes, Johns, her mother, Mrs. Palmer moved 
in company with the Whaley family, to’settle on their homestead . 
Bert filed on the SE t--ja36-12. 

The trip was nade by team and wagon, taking ten days to complete 
the trip. 

Hirss Johna was Auntie Johnny to a lot of people. They sold 
there land to Alex Clark in 1949, and retired in liendon where they 
‘both passed awa: 





Prank Johns 


Frank Johns was the son of Sarah and Willes Johns. They lived 
on the former Bigolow homestead, the NW $-2-36-12, just east of the 
Sim Messenger farn. 

Frankvatgnded Duck Creek School in 1921 riding a big white horse 
naned "Skinner" 

‘Later the fanily moved to Ontario. 


Me. and Mrs. Fred Jones- by daughter Connie Lillejord. 


Me. and Mrs, Fred Jones (the forner Enily Beatrice Messenger) 
oa nada in April 1912, living on mother’s brother's farm 
(ihe present. Ted Coates residence). 

Bad helped. neightours during this year and in 1913 worked for 
curt Leets uncle, fir. Bill Lees 

In the spring of 191L, they purchased the honestead of lr. Blof 
Anaerson, He "Pioes-12 and later the SE {10-36-12 fron Hr. Gust 

‘in the 1920's they made further purchases of land fron a tir. 
Fred fill, 2 gec-1-36-12, who had acquired this parcel of land fron 
the Soldigrs Setlesent foard as a soldier of World War 1. Fred 
Bante care for farming go went to work in the Robin Hood wills in 
$.0, and was later Killed ina mill accident. 

Bad fad been a forenan at a large natch factory, Field and Platts, 
and also had worked at Mocrelands Hachinists, where they turned out 
{aree pistonss le had done seven years apprentice and worked 20 
years at these factories. 

People wondered why this jovial Welshnen with his wife, a teacher 
of twenty years in England, bad ever decided to cone to Canada, a 
Yand ‘suited only to hardy pioneers. 

iinen asked why they did decide, Dad said he came to rough it 
because you always lived in fear of being iaid off at the factory or 
being late pinching the clock. 

so nest of all, tne idea of being your own boss was good, plus 
the fact ‘that 160 acres of your very own sounded like a gold fine. 

$yas ‘born 1910 in the eity of Gloucester, England. T had no 
boothers or sisters, but Non and Dad raised a boy who was known in 
the community as tac Jones.” Later Mac went to work in the Mines ang 
then'he took his fathers sérnane, so he is now known as Edward Char 
Spencer. 

‘Penc grandmother, on my mothers side, Varriett Messenger cane to 
Live witk'as and passed avay at our hone after a long illness. I will 




















7 
renenber the incident as it was storming and the roads were bad and 
Jim Wright told mother he would go on horseback and get Dr. Stuart 
o cone out by livery. ‘The storm got worse and Jim ot lost on 
his way hone and he was happy to see at last the light of our coal 
oil lantern, as we were doing chores at the barn. 

T helped Dad with everything that had to be done aroung the farm 
and nanaged to get ny schooling besides. I renenber writing ny grade 
@eparcnental exans. The contre Where we wrote was in Kelvi 

z © go and’ stay in town, a wet, gloomy week in June. 
T stayed with a ‘irs. Yorrison who was'keeping other such students as 
well, 
One surmer T took two months off from farn work and went as a 
nMeLurets Saw till at Round Lake, My friend Eleanor Fuller 
cane i11 about this tins, so when I finished one job, T went to help 
Eleanor's nother, ‘irs. “artin Durnan--then hone to help Dad with 
harvest and fall'work, This was in 192 or 25. 
I stayed hone after that until T waa married on Oct. 27, 1937 
to elner Lillejord of Henro.ir 


Felner and 
Connie setting 
out for the 

Whitten Ranch. 


er was Torevan and T cooked for the ranch hands. After, 
spendinr the wincer there we came back, Helner taking over the field 
work for Dad, Living on the 
iy Dad passed away in lov. 1960 and we cane to live and care for 
nother as she was not well, and we have lived here ever since. 
T pevevner as a little sirl, mother dressing poultry. Dad never 
this jos, as he diantt know how to do it, however, 1 
after schol and on into the night, as it’all had to be 
jacked with the least delay so Dad could take the boxes 
; from where 'r was shipped to the T. Eaton Co. in Winnipeg. 
urns fron thepoylery, our winters clothes and sther needs 
y ineluding Santate gifts. especially renenber the 
tS, prunes, apricots and apples which cane in 


Well renenver “other and Dad talking about a shipment that got 
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Lost and the worry was how to get retums in tine to buy Christnas 
Hitter “Not to be outdone, Hovher took sone erean, churned it, and 
Eimned out pounds of butter to sell at the Secknan"s store in'Wadene, 
Dad started off walking to Wadena, carrying the butter as there was 
Juat ne way he was going to see lac and 1 disappointed on Christmas 
dering. "As he trudged along, Sobby Vottran, @ farner who lived east 
or us caught ap with him and’ took hin on to Wadena and delivered hin 
Safely hone acein. 

Y Thine one of my biggest disappointments wag when one of ay 
school nates toldne there was no such person as Santa Claus and 
that year at the Christnas Concert, I reccgniged who tne Santa Claus 
was, 50°1 knew she told the truth. 

Berore the advent of refrigerators, it yas quite a chore to 
handle erean and keep it oveet.. ‘le used to lover the crean cans into 
The cold, cold water of our well by means of a rope and windlass. 

Bad pridéa hinselt on the quality of cream he used to deliver, bit 
Gtinbant he had. to leave hone at.3 AM, to reach the creamery in 
Wadena before the day pov hot. Te was worth it all when he would take 
rerean cans, each Holding € gallons, and get, top grade--the managers, 
Ying Garter and tr. Worty, in those years would commend hin for his 
efforts as well. 

Sonecines I would want to goon these trips with Dad, so Mon 
would pack a lunch for ne. When I pot tired, Dadjwould make a bed 
With morse planets on cop of the hay, whichwas taken along to feed 
Yhe oxen, or the horses as the case w) ve. T.would keep asking liow 
much farther St was and Dad might say "We will soon be there" and 
perhaps we were only halfway to Wadena, If he shook up the reins 
Bid turrted too suck, the shaking of the wacon on the prairie crails 
could turn the crean'to nutter. 

Mon'was the choreeiri as we always had garden, poultry, pies 
and cows to nile with calves to feed and all that goes with tarnine. 

Gur post office was in a farm fone and called the llet of Lake 
I believe the land location is where the Alvin Erickson's Stonay Cr- 
ek farn is now located, and this land then was owned ty the three 
Sachelor brothers, one df when, if P'recall correctly, was John 

‘nderson. 

‘The Post Office vas then noved to the Fred Burge farn and after 
that cane the nail delivery with the vail driver delivering the nail 
tovrural rail boxes placed alone the route, and maél delivery was 
twice weekly, Yondays and Fridays. 

‘ire chi) Snale of the Wolverton district was c: for many 
yoars.""The Meadow Bank P.O. was located on the Dan Jorrison farn, 
Ufe"farn now owned by Harry Linden. Eventually the Post Office cane 
to've in the ligtle town of Hendon, west of us. 

titan renenber when they ouilt the railway feon Wadena on 
through'what is now Hendon. tir. frank lelberg had some horses 
Working on the sachinery, others used mules. I renenber crying 
Yecause 1 thoueht the tednsters wore so cracl using chose big black 
Shake whips. Dad would always console ue by saying they just cracked 
Re Wadpe they dilnte really hie. the arinale: 

Tifel1 renenver {ir Thorval Anderson (fron Yortl 
who hauled erain to his, then closest point, Wadena. 
Yoragve to Watch the trail by our place for'the return journey of 
Knaerson eo"he always fad candy or cars for us. Other grain haulers 
teed to stop to have dinner-and feed their horses. I renenber Jack 
Drurmond for one, anéalgo Sig Caneron, who lived where ornan Yennies 
now live, if tne fully leaded and the empty load happened to neet 
Winer the ean would be taken fron the enpey one to draw the loaded 







































of Kelvington) 
Kids used 























12 to town. ay 
T remeber too in the 1920's, what T thought was a very funny 
incident. Mr. Jack Lancely had jist dought a flodel T ford and they 
je the road which passed’ our place known as the Wadena~lut 
‘Trail, As you went up the hill and past what is now felher 
Lillejords barn yard, the soil was very alkali and alse very, very 
slippery when it rained. 
ie. and ‘irs 
it had Fained.@n 


h the old plugs 
1 to give then a fresh start. 
ars the ost important event to us,as school children, 
Christnas Concart. Wo one ever complained about having to 
rize thier parts, practise thier sonss or recitations as honework, 
no atter how storny or bitterly eold it was, no ore would chink 
‘ 1, an all inportant practise. 
vorhood entertainnent was to rather at one of the 
groors hones Tor a friendly chat. I renen 
talk of one of the 
and Tins Villian 


The hones, 
“usic was fiddle, 
or even a con if need be. The ladies always 
dup vids evening of enjoyment and then thousne 
Hone in an open sleigh at perhaps 40° below zero. 
ick, the horses always knew the way hone. 
I and peated with the old wood cook stove 
They referred to then in 
1@ Toon, when you 
a got the fire’ going, and 
Ad be cool again, unless you kept pushing 
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Mr. and rs. Joe Kiland 





Joe Kiland was the son of Ton Kiland, who cane | from 1 
Minnesota to take up a homestead on what is now the Nick Koaij farm 
near Hendon. 





Joe married Clara Evenson whose mother had honesteaded in the 
Rotmun area. Their narriaze took place in 1913 and was the second 
narriace to be performed in che Sandia Luthera Church, which still 
Beands at Hendon cprner. 


amar DST oRRCGOMRE SLTSE Dome, in Wadens where Joe was agent, or the 
mperial Ol] co. He later honesteaded what it presently the 
Johneon farnetead, near the town of Hendon. 














Clara and Joe had five children, thrge sons and two dai 
The eldest son Worvald died asa fesil of an accident while still 
a child, and later second son Arthur in a heavy machinery accidei 





Joe and Clara lived in the Rotnun district for a tine before 
settling in Hendon in the 1940's where he operated the dray, and in 
{ater years was @river of the Co-op Oil delivery truck. 














While in the Fotnus district their hone was on the 
and the three younrer elildren attended the Rotnun Sch 

Agnes is now ‘les Ben Recenwette 

Prances 42 now Tirs Don Corrins o 

Orville of Buck Creek, Alt: 

Joe and Clara retired’ to a hone in tlount Royal Court, in Saskatoon 
where they enjoyed their retirenent until Joe's death in April 1973 
Que to a car accident, 

Yrs. Kiland is seill very active and continues to live in Tiount 
Royal Court. 


of Alberta. 
Saskaveon. 














y daughter Caroline Donald 





George Koch 


in the year 1676. 





wuria, German 





George Koch was bOFR 


jouth, he recalls was spent herding cattle on the hills] 
trade of lock smith. 


His early 
later taking up th 











Tn 1905, he cane to Canada working in the Balgonie district wi 
he net his fiture wite, Rose Klass, also of Austria, Germany. She 
was working at Regina jlotel at the’ tine. 








In 1908 they were warried in Govan, Sask. and farned there for 
twelve years, as well as doing carpenter work. Later, they moved to 
the Eelvinston area, where they farmed in the Meadow Sank district. 





Mir. and Mrs Koch had seven children, six of these children att: 
ending Duck Creek school, until the fanily moved to the Are llanson 
place and then on to High Mill. 








Ernest of High HiLL, Sask, 


Caroline Donald of Kelvington, Otto 
geen, Jéhn passed away 


Edith Vickery of Caleary, Bertha Zertf of 
in 1936 and Frank in 193 





of 











a 
In later years Mr and Mrs Koch butlt # house in Kelvington and 
retired there. Mr Koch passed away in the Kelvington hospital on 
hs 77 th birthday. 


Otto Koch. 
I was the son of George and Rose Koch who came from Govan to 


the Meadow Bank district and rented Charlie Barker section. My 
father farmed and did carpenter work. 


We children attended Duck Creek School while living in the 
erict and I renenber quite a few of my classmates, the Gowans, 

the Harrison girls, the Donalds, the Drumnonds, the Sjerky children 
San lancely and thé Fred Jones children as well as Masie Augustus. 


In 1944 I married Marie Smith and we have six children. Orvill 
David, Russell, Rose Warie and Jimny. They are all married and we 
have twelve grandchildren. 


Matt Lang Fanily. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lang cane to the Rotnun district and lived on the 
Carl Peters Ranch. 


They cane to the area fron Duff Sask. And both Mary and Matt 
Leng were of German descent. They had a fanily of five children: 
Sibert and Alvina both attended Hotnun School, Elmer Wilnarie and 
Yarlene were not old enough to go to school then but Lived in the 
Nut Mountain area for most of their schooling. 


What always will stay in my mind is when Elner and I would 
ride over to Mack's and Gus would cut our hair. And we would listen 
to sone of Grandpa Mack's stories about the fret World War, and 
then the nany hours spent riding horee back herding cattle and 
driving then to the Meadow Bank Lake for water. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Lancely; 


Mr. John Lancely was born 
in Cheshire, England. He cane 
to Canada in April 1905. Set 
tling at Cupar, Sask, Laver 
moving to Churehbridge,Sask. 
where he was married to iss 
Mary Gibson, who cane also 
fron England, 


In 1908 he came to the 
Neadow Sank district ang’ r41- 
ed on a homestead, Swi 24-36 
Stee. and Hoge Lancer 
were hardy’ pionters ect daw 
nd enjoved' tite to the fel 
Ps and tre. tanoely Sem ana arvert Ihey had two sons, Albert a 
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Sam now has moved into Kelvington,where he has retired. 


Mr. Lancely, ever “interested in education, served on the Duck 
creek school board from 119 to 19h0 when the School vas discolved. 


Mr. and Mes. Laneely were pioneers in 
first radio in their conmunity in the earl 
of the first cars as well. 





COPY OF PILE # 96367. 





‘This was nade out to tr 
Showing the requirenents ‘or 
Saskatchewan: 





Mr. John Lancely Age 37 years, eden 1971 
Property Ae 
Livestock 1 


Lumber Stable 





Well 
oa Leow. «+ 2 oxen 

12x 2k... log and lunder house $300.00 
1 mile wire fence $35.00 


Saw lunber and well Aug 


Witnessed by Mr. John Gowan 





1900... broke 10 acres... cropped 0 
1910.» s+ broke 10 acres... cropped 10 acres 
oll... broke 15 acres. «+ cropped 20 acres 


December 1st, 1911. Finished house and moved in. 
Submitted by Phyllis (Parish) Little 


hyllis Little has many pleasant, memories when she was working 
at the lanceley's. In the spring of 1037 she recalls needing sone 
help to do housecleaning. Mr. Lanceley suggested going to get Rosel~ 
ia Avery. Which she did. She took old Jean, the pony, hooked it onto 
‘the bugey and proceeded on her way. igh’ the Parish yard 
where her nother wanted to go along for the ride. Tt was the spring 
The water was high. They got to their destination and picked up 
Ia. "On their return hone they had to cut off right by Pred Jones? 
corner where you go through the water. We got about 25 yards i 
water and Jean decided she didn't want to pull so laid down. T got out 
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loosened the harness, but she just about 
out of the water. I decided to’ go and get Connie (Jones) 
who inforned me. that Jean was good to pull with che sadd! 
End Tlorougit along @ saddle with a lone rope. She dress: 


with the saddle, tied & yy and got on Jean 
paid, "eet up, but she Connie on her back. 


to getup and get 
Eaifeserd 


y brother, Ton was working at Jones’. Connie and 
Toff the Teld where he was g four horses. 
‘a four horse ‘and pulled 
‘after a lot of coaxing. Jean ar’ ‘5 proceeded on 
thelr way hon to Lanceleyts. 


he Lanceley yard, he very well 
a drowned rar, and 


knew what had happeded. Jean Look 
Rosella and T certainly didn 


For 30 years. 
plonies sion; the shores 0° “eadow Banke 
W'S Pbose to Look after the Livcie children. 
Sp and say Meo". Po their delight, everyone wons Tie 
ada chocolate bar for then all. 


4 Santa Claus. 

Santa Claus which we 
nade the purpose 
he left sehind 


‘ow ye Kids used to look forward 


San Lanceley, 
Gowan, Ea. 


and a'Sherel? 
and old Ted, 


Hr, and irs, Joe Ladvbec 


was born in the Pelly district and as a young man 


Joe Ladubec 
Sawmill. at Round 


elvington in 1927 and vorked 
AD 1033, At that tine he novedrto 


































at any job that was available, mainly a farm laborour. 


In 1938 he married Leona Poylowski who was born at Yynyard and 
had spent her teenage years working as a hired girl in the surround~ 
ing afea. After their marriage they moved to the Neadow Sank District 
and tool up farming on land located 1 mile south west of Duck Creel: 
Schoo! and’ rales East of Rotnun School. In the fall of 1939 a 
daughter "uriel was born. 


In the winter of 1912 due to 
the hard tines the fanily left the 
farm and went to Carrot fiver where 
both Mother and Dad worked in a 
sawmill owned by Mr. CLIPS Clogg- 
ett. Dad ran a steam engine and 
Mother worked asa camp cook. 





In the spring they again 
returned to the farn and that fall 
‘@ son Robert was born. 


At this tine the family lived 
in a two room shack. One year Dad 
being very artistic whipped up a 
tub of wood ashes, Line and 

water and ovr plan was a 
glistening white on the outside. 





Muriel started school im Duck Creek in the fall of 1045 under, 
Miss Frances Guest and went there until the acco! was closed in 1919. 
Tis closure was due toa very small a avtendl: 
Tibelieve 7 the last year. She then « 

School presented sroblens cettine 
months tating Dad at least. 1 no 
Gne winter she "oarded wish Lhe”. 
months because of this. 



















Rovert started school ti 
wag usually horse and toogea: 
and bikes in the sirier. 





in 1951. 
in winter, 


fe transportation 
ray in spring 












Both continued school there nti? 1953 noved to 
spend a winter 1 jon. The education was then in iiendon 
and aden 








Joe and Leona continued to farm at tleadow 2 
they sold their fara and retired to live in Xelvin, 
still reside. 








Muriel married Harold Oberg from Tendon 
they have lived at. the ‘lest Coast in the Sur 
2 daughters. liarold yorks with) the Durnooy 

isa Telephone Operator in ‘lex Westninster. 





Robert married Sharon Poncelot from tieechan 4) 
went to live at the Coast in the Port Coquitlam ar: 
family of three. One son and 2 daughters. Kovert 
plunbing business there. 











Stanley Larson as 

cop gootnof Més and Mrs. John Larson, who lived on NE 4-7-3612, 

fon a) short titer “Staniey accendes fathin School tor sndye seBre 

retin Mle Hirst year at achools’ e'waa"a cossin‘CF f0y"ana' Clie 
“pusnléy worked for sone years sn Kelvington at the garage owned 

ty Vern Lowey. le was a nechanic of sone ane and people soughe nis 


Mr. and Mrs Leonard Leepart 

‘We came to the Duck Creek district the year of 1933 and farned 
on the BS of 23-36-12,north and east. from the school. We left the 
district for a year, returning the fall of 1935 and remained for a 
short tine until Decenber 1935. Then we came to the Rotnun school 
district with our farily of two Zarl and Eilien and located on the 
Suid of 6-36-12, where we still renain. Fron 19h1 to 1946 Faye, 
Tola;Bllery,and Barold joined our fanily tree. 


fanily of six received all their public school education 


by Wola Doreen Hiebert. 
(Leepart) 


I never aid 1ike school, and 
I sure renenber the first day of 
school. Mir. Harcourt sent grade I 
to the board and 1 was so shy I 
started to cry-- 50 he asked ne 
what I wanted to do. I very shyly 
said " Go out and pay? I couldnt 
say play. The school kids all 

aghed as I went out-- that 
School yard was about the Dicgest 
and lonBliest place in the whole 
World. T hated sehool ever since. Earl, Eileen, Faye, Lorne 

‘Barola 
I guess my firet and bad Mr. and Mrs. Leepart. 

experience marked ne for the 
following years, sure is funny 
isnt it? We played a lot of soft ball in all kinds of weather and 
and competed with neighbouring schools. 


‘The sports field day was always sonething to look forvard to. 
eryone was usually packed in to the back of someones pickup and 
drove to Wadena. I'm Sure the Caragana bushes around the school 
could tell many, many stories... if they could only talk. 


Submitted by Ellery Lorne Leepart. 


It was way back in 1950 that T was introduced to the Rotaum 
School were I served "y sentence. 





% 

Marcella Scranstad and Robert Ladubec were ny other classmates 
Marcella was too enart for Robert and 1,50 she soon left us trailing 
inthe dust, Nobert and I were buddies’ all the way through school. 
What a bunch of puritans in those days, T recall when we used to 
choose up sides and have coal fights. i've seen a few heads split 
Spen from battles, but what the difference "Boys will be boys? 


It is a wonder I grew up to be an adult. 


We used to travel the two miles to school by horses. I renéuber 
one cold morning, sixty below, when I froze one ear right stiff and 
Qhought nothing of it untill t started to thaw it out and that made 
he dance the disco before it ever was invented. 


I renonber when us boys had a dog at. school and went hunting 
av lunohtines de day we heard the dog yapping avay and ve knew he 
Sas chageing a rabbic, we were all standing in a group stretching 
wae Cocks igoking for’ the raubit co try and caten it. When all of 

2'buddon ZAP here was the raosit Kicking, seared out of it's mind 

Suuck bewwoen Sradiyts legs. Well wo alt’ Just rolled on the ground 
Ggughahe aed Brad syood there trogen with amunexpleinable ook on 

Mee rae, the raubit hen Hicked loase and continued on Scte way. 

Mg, ai9 happened a0 fast that it wae actually over in no tine. 


As far as teachers (cruel people) I dontt remenber how long 
Thad each, Mrsts. Wilf Waroourt, Frank "cGrenera, Mes. Cutek, 
‘and Don Leitch. 


‘The big events as far as school was, while T was there was. 
‘the conversion from wood of1 stove, so you didn't, come to school 
and no place to warn up if the fire wasn't lite. And find your ink 
frozen bo you had to write with an unfreezable pencil until your 
{nk got thawed out. And then the bussing of high school students 
until the final closeing of school. 


I beleive the most thrilling parts for me was our concerts, 
that was really great. The first step to stardom, It's too bad that 
we were never discovered. 


‘That seens to be all I can muster up for you outside of the 
Meadow Bank fields meets which was good competition. 


Submitted by Faye Peterson (Leepart). 


1 was born to Leenard and Mary Leepart, to join a brother and 
sister, “Earl and Eileen. ie were later joined by Nola, Ellery and 
Barola? Our hone after our short stay in the Wadena héspital was 
Tres tW.E G-o36e-12, and still is hone for my parents today. 


Dad was born and raised in the southern part of the provinos 
peing the’aon of a farming fanily. His family packed up and noved 
peing the son econ area inthe early 30's when the prairies becane 
a dust bowl during the dry years. 
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Mom was born and raised in the Village of Invermay. Her parents 
Grandpa and Grandma Middelmiss, cane to the new land of Canada, as 
newlyweds, leaving behind their homeland of Scotland. 


My years at Rotnum started out with Bernice Mack, Barbra Whaley 
and I, in’ grade I. Our teacher for that year was Miss M.ll.Nygaard. 
Grade’ II found us three girls still together at thé start but ina 
short tine we were joined by a new classmate in the name of Philip 
Gutek, Grade IIT, Aarbra left us when her family moved to Wadena» 
That left Bernicé, Philip and I in that grade to finish of the 
school years together. Our teachers for Gr. I1-Gr.V inclusive was 

reourt, Gr.Vi was a year when no teacher seemed available 
ried caking correspondence equses at hone, ‘that, didn't 
satisfactory, so the school board hired larion Allen and 
were back under the 9A.M. to 3.30P.M, school day and seemed 
to get more learning done. Later on in the year we got a teacher in 
the name of ‘ir. Frank MeGrenery to finish of the year. Gr. VIT and 


VIET saw us with a teacher by the nane of Mre.N.cutek. 


The fun time always was the return trip hone after school. The 
first years were always a dunp in the diteh when Sarl with our horse 
and toboggan and Don Austring with his horse and tobogean always 
thought the end of a day of school was t: get the horses trotting 
and then get the tobogran to swing into the ditch and have it hit 
a gofe gpot after frosen clunps of snow, which imediacely spilled 
all us younger ones out into the cold stow. lever an injury but 
what an angry bunch of youger ones, that had to get back into the 
tobogan and have it all repeated over again if they found another 
frogen clump that caught their fancy. 


When T becane the eldest in the fanily going, and responsible 
for the horse and driving, the fun became, to see who could get 

the outfits hooked up and’the younger ones loaded and out of the 
school yard first. At tines the gate posts were alnost widened by 
the three or four single outfits that cane out of iv at full gallop 
Another interesting tine was always the road crossing, with outfits 
going south, east and west and if you hadn't gotten into the right 
Tane at the’start,it was interesting to see who got the outfits 
Stopped so another could get by in front to get into his right road 
Nanya tine you ended up on the wrong road for auhile in order to 
Prevent an accident. An accident never occurred out the excitenent 
always ran high until each got onto the right stretch for hone. 


In the wintertine our free tine was spent in games such as 
prisoners base, Fox and Goose, Tag and of course each friday after= 
hoon, our fed Gross procran, when the business meeting was over with 
it was tine for the entertainment program. All had to take part 
whether it be a song, recite a poen or just tell a story. Sone boys 
unprepared just went 'up and stood for a full three or four minutes 
while the rest of us laughed at the stupid expressions. After that 
tine the teacher generally got disgusted and told then to sit down. 


‘There was also the yearly Christmas Concert to be put on by 
everyone in the school. The songs to sing, the lines to menorize 
for a recital and the parts for plays which always brought out the 
actor or actress in each of us. The fun tines were in practice 
defore the teacher,but the scary night was concert night when the 
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school was full of brothers, sisters, son's and dad's, crandna and 
Srandpas When the curtains were opened it seeved to fe Just a sea 
Brreres, the nany tines each of us had a complexe rewory lapse 














Gast fron the shock of those faces down there. ‘Jith tre teacher 
ing fron behing the curtain, even the "ost ‘rozen cane to 
Ltwas protably not as well as the practices out we always 





heen menorized. 





cane’ through with the parts that had so rituall: 
Telwas ended with all of us students on 
COMES SAZA CLAUS", to have hin general 
ten us hal? to death with his "ho, hoy 
we were done and could Mnally jutp of 
patiently wait fe called our rane 
ws, peanits, apples and orar 


event’ for each of our Crristnas concerts. 






















ticing for fields 4 
pall brow, 





Another 2 
and we henan practic 
Broad jump, triole 
effort’ put inte 




















Rotnin School took t % four 
row. We had always cep i” ie 


Four vears 5 












ste See 


le also ba’ a I Lalve for several 
Te was a nore r 
a rold i 
gol stri 
treasure it 17 onl; 











TE thiak we tad a car Life as children living 
istrict. 2: was ii fs a community that 
friendly and neleht fay we always Veep the 





Mr. and Mrs. Ken Leitch 


Hen dought 1.2. } 6 fron 0.%, Rotnun for one thousand bushel of 
at 20 cents @ Sushel in 1934. 
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Married Vary Rennie in Decenber 

1939, hada family of four, Gerald, 

Dianne, Allan, Bev. 

We were in the beef ring like 

many Meadow Bank families. In the 
Chirties when it started, lick Al~ 
Zhouse who was the buteher and ut up 
the bee’. Tt was delivered with tean 
and bugey. Later Hank Althouse took 
{cover for his Dad. There were nore 
ears in the country, so everyone took 
turns delivering. ie like a lot of 
others had a share, then you 

Yen, ‘lary, Sev,Dianne your vee? every other year. 

Alldn & Gérald only means of getting 
in the sumer nonths. 


Ken took part in several three act plays. Put on to raise 
voney for the hall. Liggie iirieht was the director. ‘They would 
pat it on in ‘Teadow Banit,Hendon, tut Mountain. It was a great 
Change when che electricity cané in 1948. Lights, *ridges, ete. 
fen was on the Rotnum Sehool board and Councillor’of Sasnan fron 
1958 to 171. 


One of the social events was the Quilting Hee . Everyone 
pad wool earders. Often the neighbors carders were borrowed and 
the whole family took their turn using then. when it was all 


done, the top was sonetines nade out of different desirns nade 
out of material that was left from sewing. When everything was 
feady all the nelchbor wonen cane over to help quilt. The quilt 
would be completed before supper. AS many as six or seven wonen 
would take part. 


The Meadow Bank Ladies Aid often nade a quilt which would be 
auctioned of? at their annial fowl supper in the fall, and would 
False between °5 to 410 on the sale, they also nade one and gave 
it to the Wlallnan fanily when their house burned down. 


AIL the old coats and overalls that were 
che top and bottom, 
couldn't be nended 
y more were used for fillini 
n wool to keep Lt 
Warners that were use 
the close-in cutter which 
y were aereat thing. Sut you didn't see that well out 
of’ theny most of then just had windows in the front. Fut nobody 
minded becatise the horse always followed the road, and they would 


Iwas born May 23, 1041. They say that I took part in a 
play when ten onths old. They had to have a baby and didnt 
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Want to use a doll. ‘They took me, but I didn't have to go to pract~ 
Tee. 

ALL the children went to dances and parties. When we got 
tired we were put to sleep on coats or blankets on the stage with 
the music, ‘eadow Hank had bunks in the kitchen made for children 
to sleep in. 


I started school with Wilf Harcourt as the teacher. We had 
achool bonspiels in Hendon rink every year. 411 the country school$ 
in Hendon took part in it. 


Iwas in the l= Beef Club. When judging was finished, we 
ed our calves to che stock yards and went hone. hen the’ trai 
cate, our calves were shipped to Winnipes. We had nothing to show 
Sor dur calves but a riobon until the cheque came in the mail. 

‘When I finished school, 1 helped on the farm and am stili 
farming. 


Submitted by Allan Leiten 


Iwas “born March 12, 1943 and went to school at Rotnum. 
‘took part in Selool tonspiels, field meets, ball games, Christnas 
concerts, Hendon kali Cal? Club. 


We had chores to do after school and in the winter tine cattle 
and horses to feed, wood to carry. In sumer milk cows to get hone 
then tara the separater and feed calves. hen I finished school 1 
helped with famine, One. winter 1 spent ina bush camp at Prince 
Georre.” In 1945 Dad bought the NE 2 of & from Fop Davis for 26500. 
in 1970, I moved there to farm and now am married and have two 
children. 


Submitted by Dianne Leitch 


Twas born on October 18th, 1945 at Yadena Union Hospital, the 
first daughter of Ken and Mary Leitch. I started scrool in Rotnun 
on Septenver 19h9, with lir. “ilfred Harcourt as teacher. Starting 
School with ne that year was Ronnie Gutek, Raynond Leitch and 
Farold Messenrer. 


I have many menories of those good old school days when play 
ing, learning and other things as well. 


When I was in Grade one and having trouble reading out loud to 
the class , lr. Fareourt finally got fed up and asked me where were 
hy brain? 'T calnly told hin they were in sy stonach, I'm sure he 
agreed with me. If I didn't learn to read in that first year at 
School! got sone good basic training in dancing. ‘The oldest girls 
fn the’ schools Jean Zvenson and Zileen Leepart and maybe more, spent 
their noon holrs dancing to the radio and very few records. f 

Was one little girl that was glad when they asked ne to dance with 
then and still enjoy dancing. 


One thing T enjoyed about the old one room school was that 





played all are groups. If gane, a gane of 
Esoners base or auntie I over, it was very inportaht to the rest 


team that you participated no matter what age you were or 
how well you were able to play. 


was always sonething going on, it nay be a fack on 
aybe a bit of water waiting for you to sit down 
0 sell every fall, a raffle 
and any profit that was "ade was divided evenly between 
he school for Christuas. hat peer amount each 


© pick anything out of Zatons or 


jays meant that not all 
Of Decewber. Sut 
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T married Glen Gradin in Novenber, 1061 who was driving a 
transport out of Regina at the tine. {n i962 he started working 
For tho Covop,” During che Fifteen years he worked with che Co-op 
we lived in Raymore, West Send, Kelvington, Lintlaw, Saskatchewan, 
Swan River and Arborg, Manitoba, then to Landis, Saskatchewan. In 
070 we ‘bought. Wi a if 33'- 36 + 12 west of Kelvington and we are 
Bil enjoying the Life of the farm. We also have a school bus which 
T drive. 


have four children, nanely Elaine, June,Elwodd & Sharon all 


tted by Beverl 


Iwas born "i 

school at Rotnin 

closed in 196%. sinse six years of 

Teiteh for a teachar ;and for the "inal year I had Lloyd 
T have many good menories anout ny school days at Rotnun. 

The annual Christras concert was the biggest event of the year. 

We always enjoyed all the hours of rehearsing = a good way of 

getting out of school work. Then on the big night it seened like 

Santa was always late as he would get stuck on Sivko's hill, 


Sudy Tweidt, Lowell Tweidt and I startec 
graduated together fron the Wadena Conposite tie} 
f'1970 T graduated from the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Arts 


and Sciences with a Diplona in lursing. While single I worked in 
“oose Jaw, ‘lanaino, British Columbia and Saskatoor 


In 1974 T married Ken Lee 
Jatson, Kelliher and presently 
ine inthe hospital and Ken is 


« and Irs Seynour Leitch 


Seynour Leitch was torn in 1906 in Strathelair, Manitoba. 
nad there tii) 193 when he moved to the Rotnin area. fie 
ad rf 5036 Taritoba Covte and, 
married Tlay “essenger in 1930. They voush of 9936012) 
Mnore chey still reside. They have 3 children, Bdith, Albert and 
Raynond. 


Raith was born in 1939 and attended public school at Rovnum. 
or first, teacher there was {iiss “lorence Carlson (nee Lovdanl). 
She took her grade On liendon and the rendining high school in 
Relvingtons, Ghe married Garl Hud of Hendon and they moved to 5.0. 
wnere they lived for 5 years. They moved back to Hendon and still 
hake their hone there. 


Advert was born in 141 and also attended public school_at Rot- 
nun and his high school in Kelvington. fe worked at Hudson Bay for 
awhile and then moved to 3.c. He got warried there and has 3 





children, Linda, Cindy and Douglas. 


Raymond was horn in 1943 and went to Rotnum School also. He 
worked for ‘lac Scranstad at ‘the Auction Market and then wene to 
Thompson, lan. Fe cane back to Hendon and worked for she federal 

nand narried Leona Bergman of Hendon. “They moved to Canora 
where he worked for the Coop Creanery and was transfered to Regina, 
fe has now moved back to Hendon and is farming with nis Dad, they 
have 2 boys, Fandal and Kevin. 


and lips Blof Linden 


Elo® Linden, his wife Ester and small son Sixten Sven cane to 
Canada fron Sweden the spring of 1°07. They lived for a while with 
el Grencelson who had cone out earlier and hone- 


‘They honesteaded and started farming on 

18-3611, There they dug 1) dry wells 
and still had'to haul water or walk their stock 
to a spring a y+ There they 
fared jorking in bush camps 

construction whenever he could 

ve spared off the “ari. ork days at these 
carps were lon«, work was heavy and wages one 
dotlar a day. 


Lonber camps were often lousy, There were 
no strikes those days, you either worked hard 
ang shot up,or you not Tired, 


‘osquitoes. Naver was very 
for livestock. They drove to 
ve horses to sell their 
products © ery @ grain” and to buy their provisions. 
Ensorer, rode in rough wazons and ir winter sleighse 


Berore bad oven or horses, 2lof carried provisions includ= 

ing flour on 5is tack a @istacne 020 niles. fe also carried iis 

ist ox tarness co fis hovestead, Tears west on as well as cou: 
ected, inti] tie biz disap nt of 1919. 


@reaned of having a baby girl 
She was shocked and saddened 
Tdonte think She naned hin Harry and pus 
a dross, Dresses he hated. ne day she had invited company, 
‘arry in a dress and tied it on. I's went outside, nanaged 
tie and take the dress off and cone in stark naked. "I guess he 
diseraced his“ ‘There were a few’ nore of 
episodes hevore he inally wear pants. 
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‘Their first car was on Overland touring, I think it was nade 
Whippet. A" thres it had short Springs and was very 
rough riding. 7) fe trails and mud holes. 
Jn winter the car was pit away. There were no snowplows, antifreeze 
or heaters. No one had even invented the caboose with a stove. 
People rode in pen sleigh boxes. They would heat rocks in the oven 
and wrap themselves in blankets. 


When the railway cané to Kelvington it nade it a lot better for 
the people of this district. Later the C.P.R. cane to Hendi 


In the early 1920's a fellow named Walter MacDonald worked at 
Lindens, he had a good menory and was very good at reciting the 
Klondike Poens, He later worked at Willard Halls. 


A teacher named Henry Lowen boarded at Lindens in about 1924. 
Henry and Sixten renoved the car body from a model T ford. They 
lowered the steering wheel, built another body 6f Vee Joint 
Janber resembling a race car. One day when Henry drove into the 
yard, he drove right into a new hay stack that the men were still 
Bebldsng.. gnry, Sod che upset oar were conplecely covered with 
Toose hay. Luckily no fire resulted. 


Avout 1927 Harry was chased off to Duck Creek School. "Could 
sometimes better be called Hattle Creek". I wonder if sone annual 
fecting minutes are still in the Unit Office. He had a pony called 
Gigen.' This pony was later sold to George and Carnst Setteriund of 
Wadena. 


Avout 1927-26 the Distad family arrived from Southern Sask. 7- 
hey settled on SE 9-36-12. Along with the Distads cane their daugh- 

Y foes, her husband Severt and their daughter Svelyn, "ihe Sundes} 
Also lire Distad's brother Oliver. Evelyn attended Duck Greek school, 
fater she attended Rotnun. Lindens and Distads spent Christras and 
ather festive days together. ‘irs. Distad nade Norwerian lefsa. 
Bistad's other daughter Mable and her fanily the "ihipples" would 
Bonctines cone up fron Spokane. Their son Stuart also attended Duck 
Greek school. Stuart also had ayounger sister. 


Distads farned here until Mr, Distad passed away in the winter 
of 1937. ile was predeceased earlier by his orother Oliver, A few 
fears later Ys, bistad married A.F. "Anderson" store keeper fr: 
Hendon and later they moved to B.G. 


Lindens had 2 nephews cane out fron Sweden, Leif Eliason coming 
out in aboue 1627 and John Bliason in about 1028. After learning the 
Shelish lanevage they worked out mostly as carpenters, sonetines 
coaing back to Lindens for a tine in the winter when jobs shut down. 
hey were good woodsnen and put up a lot of fire wood for Lindens. 
Toit passed away in Ontario about 1957, at about 50 years. John lives 
at Kansack, he is an excellent carpenter and cabinet builder. 


In the winter months of the 1930's men worked on farms for $5 4 
month; many eveniners were spent playing cards. There were dances 
Teriehdow Denk every 2 weekas The pay for the Orchestra was about 
HB kanission, Gents-30 cents, Ladies--free, but please bring lunch. 
i'gallon of Concord wine abot $2.25. 
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young Harry was treetd by a nad bull. He stayed up 
there, the sul at the sotton bellowing, bunting and pawing until 
Glen ieade cave on horseback and using a bullwhip drove the aninal 
way. Text day, the bull went to market. 


larry finished school at Duck Creek in June of 1935, he stayed 
out for one year, then quit Wadena high schoold in June, 1937. That. 
was @ happy day. 


le stayed at Scott Fransconbes. They were real nice people. 
je will never forget their nany acts of Idndness. 


mn Parish worked at Lindens for many falls unt) he gov 
snatched up by a wivey. One day while threshing Slax at A.Fs Andersons 
te chet his sheepskin lined coat invo the 
never wore that coat again. Sove other local boys who 
nthe outfit were Joe Ladubeo, Ted Avery, Clarence Seczstrand, 
Ross, Dan Bjerke and Ernie Leesart, 


Elo? Linden passed avay Jan. 1919, age passed 


1971, age OL. 


x rried Phyllis Lockie, In 1971 they built on 
SY 22036912 and lived happily ever after. 


School tn the spring of 1931 and finished 
ee for Grade Sat school here. Grale' 

to save to write governnental exans. 
‘adera to write our exans. 


ces in the ‘eadowoank Hall and had wonderful 
uonderful nenories there". Phyllis Parish 
C.I.T. and Eva Varrison was our leader. 
food tines there, we also used to go to chugch on 
the “feadowbank Hal. 


fe only Lived about 2 years at Teadowbank,and then we lived 
urietly at ut Mountain, then bought a farn at Lintlaw and from 
for Bec. in 4935 





‘THE FORMATION OF DUCK CREEK SCHOOL 


‘There were quite a nunber of children in the area east of 

jadow Bank Hall and parents were beginning to see the need for 
fa school in which to educate their children. So it was that 
{he Jonas Mongon's who had a large family and the Dan Morrisons 
Became involed in organizing @ school district in 1907. 


. Figlen was one of the first board menbers and Jack 
Gowan the first secretary of the new school district. 


Te was to be Located in the Rural Muntetpality #336. 
the proposed sive for the new school was the ff f+ i ="36 ~12. 


Trey’ chose this parcel of land even if it was in a gort of no 
Tan’s land because it would be central for the children concerned. 
Mrs Monson donated the land, feeling that because he had the 

most children, it would definetly be to his advantage. 


‘They were given pernigion to build a structure 20 x 2¢ ft. 
with four windows on the 28 ft. side and the door on the 20 ft. 
Bide, with a Window on each side of it. 


The men of the neighborhood all pitched in to help build 
the school with Dan Morrison and Olaf Linden, and Elner Abl 
as supervising carpenter we believe. 


‘The school was ready for occupancy on July lth of 1909 
with 1] children as beginne 


‘The nane chosen for the new school was very original. 
A greek ran through the property and in the summer was always 
filled with ducks, hence the nane DUCK CREEK . 





Duck Ck *2002 


Miss Ligsie Lawrence was the first teacher on record in 
the registers fron Duck Creek School, She caught in the. year 
1600 and had ‘eleven puptis;” ise Lawrence had’ cone out from 
Toronto College and boarded at Will Harrison's. As she had 
to walk to school, ‘Mr. Harrison built a bridge of poplar 
poles for her to Cross the creeks. 


Miss Armstrong cane out from Toronto College to teach 
at the Duck Greek School in 1610. She boarded at the Jack 


Cowan's. 
Charles W. Robb taught at Duck Creek in 1911. 


In 1912, ¥ » wife of Scott Branscombe 
game to teach at Duck Greek. Salaries were not high, but 

it seened like a small fortune as compared to the salary 

she had received in New Brunswick. She found her pupils 
dear and Interesting people but her daughter was not able 

to recall names except for that of the funsons. She presum 
25 that her mother left teaching there in that year because 
of being pregnant with her first child but later returned 
to teach there when teachers were in short supply in 1915. 


In 1913, Maurice Sanger cane to teach at Duck Creek. 
He was bilingual, speaking french fluentiy. He boarded 
at the Harrison's, The story is told about the bridge 
over the creeks being undermined by a few of the prank-- 
store in the school and one morning the Supperta "gave way, 
dumping Mr. Sanger in the creek! fle was in Regina at the 
tine of the big cyclone in 1912, but ‘he confessed he had 
slept right through the storm and when asked what he knew 
of the storm, he replied he thought it was only a heavy 
dew overnight. 


Violet game to teach Duck Creek taking over 
from Vaurice Sanger in October of 1913. 


Jean Agar taught at Duck Creek in 1914. 


W. H. Jones taught Duck Creek in 1915. He is remembered 
as ari G1derly wah with experience. Esther Branscombe cane 


to complete this tern. 





1 


Goldie Ray Freeman came to teach at Duck Creek in 1916. 
Ke bearded with Tire and Mrs Harrison and drove to school, 
taking the Harrisons daughter, Eva with him as she was ready 
to start school. 


Egther Scott came to teach at Duck Creek in 1917. She 
boarded Be Hacrisonts: “tn later years she married Pac 
Hendren and they presently reside in the Kelvington district. 


jertrude Gowan, wife of Jack Gowan taught at her home 
school, Duck Creek part of the year 1918. 


In the latter part of 1018, Jeanne Blanc came to teach 
Duck Greek. She boarded at the Harrison hone. 


Eleanor Mclean was a sister of Mrs. Hassey, wife of 
Ingpaetor Taaseye She taught Duck Creek from 1919-1920 
and boarded at the John Dehmidt hone and went to school 
driving Albert Tancely's horse and Smiths top buggy. 
Yater she boarded at the Harrison kone. 


Mra. Hagel McQuarrie had been teaching school, at, 
Ke1viisten Std cae Eo teach school at Duck Greek an 1921. 
She was the wife of Andy MoQuarrie whose home place is now 
farmed by Mitch Cavron. She drove daily fron their farn 
hone just a mile south of the town of Kelvington to Duck 
Creek and if weather was bad she stayed at the Fred Jones 
hone. 


muaangotnang Nese Meguarries, period of teaching, Gearge 
niipin, e° french Canadian gentloaan cane fron Quebec, fe 
Thad frignds west of Wadena by the nane of Macllinns. He 
had taught part of the year in Dack Creek in 1921 and then 
again in 1923-84. 


Elisabeth Cameron, a Wadena girl, whose father was a 
grat’ buyer in Wadena, came to teach at Duck Creek in 1922. 
She later passed away at an early age following surgery. 


Perey Heffern was the son of Mr. and Mrs John A. Heffern. 
of Kelvisptons “They operated a general “store and the post 
oftice and also havled! nail fron Wadena to Perigord in 

those years. 


Doris Prouse recalls her stepfather, Ed Harmon being 
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hired by the Hefferns, one year to haul the mail over this 
route. 


Percy, one of a fanily of eight children, attended Yor= 
nal School’ and taught ae toch Rotnun ‘and Duck Greeks He 
taught Duck Greek in 1926 when itr. Jones, gave up his off 
Business and Left Kelvingvon, Percy cook’ over, inter going 
to Procupine where he éperated a svore for a tine: 


He married Florence Duplesse of Perigord. Perry had b= 
jen a very valued employee of AIR CANADA in Toronto and 
had reached retirenent with then, when he passed away. Mrs, 
Heffern still lives on in Toronto. 


S.J, McLellan came to teach Duck Creek in 1926-1927 
for part of the term, She boarded at Fegolin's then later 
at Bir Linden's. 


Mps Edith Palm cane to teach taking over duties from 
Me, WekeTIan. “She was the wife of August Pain. They had two 
sons, Roland and Kenneth. After teaching school at Duck 
Crock in 1927 she moved to Wolverton to teach. There was. 
now a teacherage at Duck Creek so the family was able to live 
there. 


M2, MacKennte taught at Duck Creek in 1928-29 for 


part"of the tern. Tena Donald(Bien) reneabers hin as an 
@lderly nan who was her first teacher. 


Nona MoKay, whose father was an early settler and ranc- 
her In the Relvington District cane to teach in Duck creek 
fron 1929 until tay of 1934. She Lived in the teacherage 
in'Fete Nolants yard. When ohe Left Duck Creek she wens to 
Foan take for a aonth of teachings ‘She tater married 

Paul Gilits and went to Flin Flor where afe still Lives. 


Eva M, Harrison, @ local girl replaced Mona MeKay for 
the aonth of June In’193,. She had taught at various schoo- 
As until she married Charies Irving in Aug. 193%. 


Martin Bordsen was a married middle aged man who came 
frou age! Vell £0 teach in Duck Crook fros 1934 co 98e" 
They lived in the teacherage and always drove their horse 
Daisy hitched to’ the buggy. Later they retired in B. C. 
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Any Bskelson, cane fron Paswegan where her parents farned. 
She Taught Duck Creek School from 1936 to 1939. She boarded with 
Me. and Yrs. Charles Irving, her parents with brother Bud would 
cone to take her hone for weekends. She married Franklin Brown 
a farmer fron Norquay. They are now retired and live in Leth~ 
Sridge, but spend their winters in Arigona. 


Don Leitch, of Clair Sask. came to complete the 1939-40 
ters; taking over from Any Bekeleon who was leaving Duck Creek. 
He stayed on until June of 1941 , for more information see 
write up in the Rotnum story. 


Submitted by Joyce Robinson (Naynes). 2941 = 1913+ 


T can truthfully say thet although I left Duck Creek many 
youre ago, Duck, Creek simply refuses, to leave ne. Several tinee 
E’year f have vivid dreans in which I an returning there to teach. 
Toovitably the drean progresses through the stages where I declare 
that this tine Iwill have a telephone; this tine I will have a car; 
a refrigerator; @ television, andso on to nodern day school_equip- 
Gent. Ae this point, moving sounds 1ike too much effort, so I wake 
up and decide to stay with my position in Burnaby. 


Country school houses were cold, austere places, but my menories 
of the people of Meadow Sank district are very warn and alive. They 
Opened their hearts and their hones to me and as I look back, were 


gheinitely patient with se, a novice teacher. 


Looking back, Ian apalled at how little I new about teaching 
when I'started out and I ean only speculate as to whether Lloyd 
fefnnes, Alan Irving and Glen Lowndes (uy beginners) learned to 

ead because of my help or in spite of it, I find difficultly to 
Thagine how Ivever taught without the books, materials and mechan 
Lea alas we have today. To duplicate saterial vas a real project 
in those days of hectographe made of gelatin cookie pans. One sheet 
Of paper ata tine; pressed on and pulled off, with possibly one out 
of Enree ripping in the process. So little was available by way of 
visual aids and reference books. 


Tt was wartime and many great things were done in the name of 
the Red Gross. At Duck Creek we answered our country's call by doing 
‘woodwork, We cut, sanded and painted many "art" objects which the 
parents dutifully Sought. We organized our own entertainnent. A lot 
Br'fun was generated by a Red Cross turkey raffle at a Neadow Sank 
Gance. We had jokingly agreed that if anyone in the play cast won 

fled turkey = we would have @ turkey dinner at my teacherag 
Ken Leitch won it and so we did follow through. Although the build- 
ing was twelve by sixteen feet at the largest, sixteen of us gather- 
odin that little place, ‘Every square inch was occupied except for 
the stove. People brought not only food, but eating utensils as T 
wasn't equipped for grand scale entertaining. 


‘The above mentioned play was quite an accomplishnent, for a 
three act play we had to use all available "talent! I must say we 
ade a pretty good negro out of Harry Linden except that nobody 
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should ever expect a Swede to be able to say "foolin® with a southern 
tccent. We tock that play to both tut Mountain and Hendon with veans, 
cutters and sleighs. T now realise that a lot of our communication had 
fo be done through “Pupil Post? Many were the notes that Wilma Donald 
and T sent back and forth with Jean and Stuart. 


Christmas concerts were not only octal highlights of the year, 
but were certainly a training ground in responsibility, organisation, 
cooperation and public perfornance. Tie lost ¢o the three f'a was 
probably quite, figtitied in terag or Life akitis which wore gatned 
and the "oig kids" (Shirley and Frances Wright, Jean Donald and 
Honald MeInies) could tell ne Just how things Were done- and-on 
olen day our scenery and propa oved, over to Neadow Sank Tall, for 
dress rehearsal. It was like hitting Broadway. I am amaged now that 
all children participated without question. What was expected of 
then, they did. Although they probably suffered considerably fron 
shynéss oF stage fright. 


The same was true of a ball team ~ all were needed, so all who 
were big enough played. I don't recall Duck Creek setting any records 
at softball. 


The coldest weather I ever experienced occurred while I was at 
Duck Creek. When the teuperature dropped to -54?, Charlie Irving 
arrived at the school to officially close it down. He packed up my 
freegables and me and took me hone where I spent the better part of 
awoek. T recall helping Eva to piece a quilt on her hand turned 
Sewing machine, a novelty even then. 


Coming back to the teacherage after being away for the weekend 
was always an experience. In sumertine, it was simply a case of 
checking it out £0 see that nobody else had decided to occupy it in 
the absence but in winter it was a case of lighting the wood fre, 
keeping a coat on until the room warned and pulling the bed apart to 
warn it in front of the oven door so that it would get the worst of 

‘chill out of it. 


Most weekends I managed to get "home" to Kelvington, but as 
gas rationing was on, it was a case of catching rides. A couple of 
tines a year Vilna aid I had woll~ organiged weekends wherein she 
would bring her mother's sewing machine to my place and we would 
sew the season's wardrove. The first of these was when we sewed her 
bridesmaid dress for J ‘Innes's wedding and planned a shower 
for here 


I now wonder how I could ever have stayed alone for two years 
so far from the nearest neighbours and with no means of communica 
tion or transportation, but time went quickly then, My battery 
radio (purchased second hand for $10. with ny first pay cheque) was 
great company, and I spent a lot of tine writing letters to fanily 
and friends in the service. Fred Patrick's mailing service picked up 
at the Donald's mailbox. 


It didn't worry me much when the coyotes howled, but I worried 
a little about running into transient skunks, but I was terrorized 
by the mice that ware competing with ne, for Sccupancy of that, house. 
and 


Thad to buy a mousetrap to deal with the mic kept track of 
ny successes. I caught 54 mice with that one trap! I have since 
Egld the story many tines of how I caught Sh mice with one tr 
always seens to ilicit the sane question. 
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T also had a great concern about fire with my gas lamp and tin 
stove pipes. Being so far from possible assistance, I always kept a 
Goat within reach of door or window. Any frights I’had were fleeting, 
Gowagon load of Indians whooping and hollering through an electric 
Strom in the middle of the night, a lone Indian who cane into the 
Jara but never did knock on the door, and the tine T was awakened by 
E horse snorting right outside the open window at the head pf my bed. 
Twas relieved to see that it was just a stray that vas mowing the 
‘school yard grass. There is just_no way that I would like to live 

{n those circumstances now, but I was young and very naivet 


T alwaye hope that ny first pupils learned sonething from me, 
as I learned sone valuable lessons fron then 


Great events were far between at Duck Creek. I recall an air 
plane flying over, brought about my first lesson on the value of 
Barcasn in the classroom. So rarely did an airplane fly over, that 
Pipermitted the children to look out the window for a minute. After 
the others had resuned work, Alan Irving (a new grade I) was still. 
raning his neck, so 1 said "Alan, have you never seen an airplane?) 
je angwered "sure, out I haven't seen this one yeti", and he continu- 
ed to look, I now’know that children do not understand sarcasm, 
‘thanks to Alan. 


Many nmenories of those days seen like yesterday until I an 
jolted by the realities. The watch I wear to school daily was 
Purchased from Howard Darbyshire in 192 with my Duck Creek 
pay cheque! 


Last Sept, had a very special nowent for ne. Peggy and David 
Rusnell arrived at our house with their new iittie son, and T 
greeted a fourth generation newber of the Sandy Donald family. How 
Gould we have guessed so many years ago, that the chain of 
friendship would stretch over all those years! 


Betty Aylwood, cane to teach Duck Creek, ner. first veaching 
position in 1913, staying on until June of 1546. She recalls trav- 
Blling by train to reach her school, a ride that confused her in 
@irections so badly that it left her for two years with the sun 
fising in the north and setting in the south, She boarded at Charles 
Trvingte and she now is lirs, Roy Atkinson. of Saskatoon. 
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es Guest, daughter of Ina and tie 18te John Gubat: of 
vwaacTa naga SRL Sear teaching Dick Greek in 943-46" She 
Meanded at Mernnests and alge'at Brergtac 

Frances is married to Ar. drnest lage, they Live at Archerwill. 


Marjorie Allen, she was Yorn in 1903 at Glentoro, Man. to 
Dr, and Hes; WeFsWialey. She married Hernan Allen at Bateman, Sask. 
In Dec. 1926, She taught the 1946-47 term at Duck Creek. 


Miss Nora Churchill, cane to Kélvington from Inveray and 
taugit Duck Creek School’ in 1947-48. Upon Ieaving teaching she 
decane involved with work in the Pentecostal Church. 


Mr. Angus McDonald, was a married man with mich experience 
a ganeco each Duck Greek in 1948-49, the last term the school 
was in operation. 


Norman Massey was school inspector in the area from 1918-1930. 
He served an area of soe 50 miles, so his hone was centrally 
located in the town of Wadena and the fanily hone was the large 
house on the lot cornering 2nd street which in later years was 
the hone and office of Dr. Fred Jones. His inspection area 
Aneluded both the Rotnun and Duck Creek Schools: 


Mr. Nassey was a very friendly but quiet person and a dedicated 
church worker, being a menber of the United Church, 


He had a family of six children so made good use of his largs 
tennis court(located on the present site of the Del Narfason hone) 
and the Massey hone was always "open house”. 


In the early years he travelled by horse and buggy on his tours 
of inspection, opening and closing nunerous gates, as the prairie 
trails of those days, usually wound across country and livestock 
had to be kept inside the fence. As roads improved, he was able to 
travel by MODEL 'T" car, 





Miss, Betty Alwod Miss, Frances Guest Me. Don Led toh 































Last day of school Dec.19,1919 
Back rows Orion Gowan, Lizzie 
Hope, Phyllis Govan, Olive Gowan, 
Ruth Harrison, Bva Harrison. Front 
row; Gordon Hope, Sexten Linde 
Cecil Hope, Albert Lancloy. 








Back row; Ronald McGinnis, Teddy Aver; 
| Wns Donald, teacher Misc. Any Sekelecn, 
Rosella Aver}. Center rows Frances ‘right, 
Jean Donala, Shirley tight, Dennis Pryti” 
loki. Front’row; Gerald Schtddt, Ruby Avery, 
Fomy Moore, Anos Avery, Janey ‘right, 
maa MeGinnis. 














1920 back row} Orion Gowan, 
Caroline Koch, 2nd row; Olive 
Gowan, May Puller, Ruth Harr 
ison, Katherine Hesaenger. 
Front row; Margret dowan, 
Blesnor Fuller, Phyllis Gowan, 


Class of 126 whi 
teacher. Back rox; Eleonor Fuller, Phyllis 
wan, Caroline Koch, Van Gowan, Era 

Tuller, Percy Gowan. Front rows Rena 

Donald, E4ith Koch, Connie Jones, Ken 
Donald, Ernest Koch, Otto Koch, Sam Lancley, 
Abert Laneley. 





1919 back row; Rose Ahl, Sixten Linden 
Grion Gowan. Fromt row; Ruth Harrison, 





Bra Harrison, Albert Lan, 


Duck Creek pupile of th2 or '43. 
Back row; Ronald McGinnis, Frances 
Wright, Shirley Wright, Joan 
Donald; Center row; Aace Avery, 
Verna NeGinnis, Ruby Avery, Tennis 
Brybilski. Front row; Lloyd 
NeGinnis, Jimny wright, Stewart 
Donald, Gifford MeGinnis, Glen 
Tomdes. 


Weight, Ruby Avery, 
Verna eGinnis, In’ f 

Saith is Miss, Betty AyLwood teacher, 
Center rows Clifford MeGinais, 
Stewart Donald, Amos Avery. Front 
row; Allan Irving, Lloyd KeGinnis, 
Sumy McGinnis, Glen Lownde: 


Fun and games rare 
for all ages in all 
snail country schools 
at any tine, These 
pictures were talzen 
at a Rotnus School 
Pienie, who do you 
recognize? 
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Back rows Bthol Bergland, Ellen Hanson, 
Clifford Rotnus, art Handons 


Rotmum $ckool 
Ho. 347, 
See, 18-36-12 

Front row} Leslie Garriaon, Leonard 

Jarrisin, Selna Soderquist, Roy #otmum, 

dorothy vans, Gwen Evans, "Ruth Harrison, 

Linnea Hanson, Magna Carigon, Cliff Rotni, 

Hane Hanson, Johanie Evans, 


Led acd 


Back rox; Charlie Spencer, Alf Triedt, 
Mary Bvans,iiyrt: 


Nicale roy fable Scranstad, 
Mable Oarrison, Garrison. Woxt 
row} Leonard Harrison, Roy Rotnim, Mac 
Scranstad, Sylvia Harrison, Dorothy 
Bvans, Liltian Torgersony.......5 26th 
Hanson, Alma Scranstad, Sitting, John 
Hanson, Bennie Twiedt, Melvin Twiedt, 
Sonny vane. 


Rotnun pyramide vere fun when Charlie 
Spencer was the teacher and for many 
years after 


Bthel Berglund 
Ruth Harrison 
Hien Hanson 





1935 back row; Bdith Hanson, Silvia 

Hawrtsony........+45 2nd ro} Sam 

‘Tweidt, John Hanaon, Glen Ostlie, 
1222, back rows Alfred Twoidt, Alma Stranstad, Btnel. Schau, 3rd 
sthel Bergland, Linea Hanson, row; Orville Kiland, Martha Nelson, 
fad rows Roy Rotmum, Gwen Evans, Alida Malhum, Elete Mack, Elote Seba, 
Mable Scranstad, Olga Scramstad, Margret Evonaon, Agnes Kilands heh 104 
Skin OO. 08 Hove: Laklhe: Keith Harrison, Norman Schau, Violet 
Garrison, Béth Hanson, Alna Ghristiancon, Bster Schau. aotton ror, 


Scranotad, Dorothy avane, nanie  SUéatianeon, Gatar Schau, sitton roy 
Garrison, titlian Torgerson, Beatrice Schau, France Torgerson,” 
Silvie Harrison. Standing in front; Luzella Malhum, = 


Mac Scramstad 4 Leonard siarrieon. 
Sitting; Sasmy Evans, John Haneon, 
Melvin Tweidt, Bosnio Twetdt. 


Glass of 142, sack roy; Lilian Weooean, 
Boa Tvoiat, Outve auotfangy Aldous, Brenton, 

Fotaum 1951, ace Liniten _—bad 04h Sosede inaraLis Joyce Alten, 
Sie" gaberings ayaoad Alotlag, "sven 

Seeteenaes Siete Maredeoae:. Euabont Sed Shey tesaon nasty Sicl Losper 

Sev aaa bre atg Lovee Genres’ sataey Milter Sebeuy Tene! Austria 

Sy See tl, ress aces Nona een Speer 

eas lr amends nage era a 

Joka eanend aon herttts Sea inks Cariene Poterey Say Seiad, Licyd 

deb Hone Sow Feettts i. Dated alises Ceopert wasioe ales 

Bilin itacont atte Setamseaes 

Glen oetiiey th vows Elsie 

Senay, wartha Nelson’ Eather 

SEEN: Pitncee forsetoont 


Torgerson, Silvia Harricon, 





1948 class, back rox} Norsen Mack, Joan 
Wexetrom, June Austring, Silecn Loopart, 
Ioutee Mack,Joan Svencon, Sarl Leepart, 
Merion Allenyleo Malnum, Norsan Benson, 
Peek-a-b00, Sigfrid Mack, Wayne Seran~ 
stad, Hlnef Austring, Front; Bernice 
Nack, Faye Leepart, Carol Seanctad, Ida 
Meseinger, Margret Malhus, Ireno Schau, 
Helen Schau, 24th Leitch, Shirley aust~ 
rings 


Valentine party 1954, back rom, Philip 
Gutek, Bernice Mack, Faye Leapart Diane 
Schau, Albert Leitch, Nola Leepart, Dianne 
Leitel, Hareslla Serameted,sacond Tow, 
Harold’ Gutek, Raysond Gutek, Allan Leitch 
Marie Tiedt, Arlene Schau, Marlene Mess~ 
Sher. Taira’ row, Donna Twledt, Wendy" 
Ostiis, Brian Anderson, Gerald Ostlie, 
Darola’Leepart. Forth row, preschool, 
Calvin Twledt, Lowell Twisdt, Sev Loiteh, 
Gurtis Anderson, Bradley Scransted, 
sitting, Robert Ladubec, Harold Messenger, 
Fonnie Gutek, Raymond Leitch. 


grade 1 thru 4, 1952, backs Harold Mocs~ 
‘ongor, Nola Leepart, Diane Schau, Gerald 
Lolteh, Albert Leitch, Milo Nalhum, Dianne 
Letteh) Center; Robert Ladubec, Marcslia 
Seranetad, Ronnie Gutek, Raynond Leitch, 
Ellery Lespart, Leslie tae Scrancad, 
Front; Rayuond’Gutek, Marie Triedt, 
Arlene Schau, Marleno Messenger. 


Grade 5 and up, 1952, back; Murdal Ladubecy 
Shirley Austring, Hareret Malhum, Carol 
Seranstad, Elmer Austring, Baith’Leitcn, 
Nayne Seazotad, Joan RLekstrom, Front; 
Philip Gutek, Faye Loepart, Holen Schau, 
Irene Schau, 
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HOW DID WE G0 TO SCHOOL ? 
re 
. 


. 


ae 


On skis, Don Tweidt, Verner 
Nelson & Norman Aust 


The horses were used 
Various ways. 
the students and the horses? 


If Vorner Nelson's aras got 


tired he would find help. 


‘rack and Fet1d Day at 
Meadow Bank 1953. 
Mayne Soranotad, Philip 
Ep orepaeraralrtar erie Gutek, Milo Mantua, Nol: 
Lavine Anoe’with their dog Died tierrriees 
pulling tae tobogean, beepart, 





teacher Mr. Percy Hoftren, art 
Hanson, Johnnie Evans, second row; unknown 
Yabel veddt, Magna Carcon, Mery Svane, 
Grea Brans, Alf Twotdt, unknow third row; 
Ruth Harriton, sylvia Harrison, Dorothy 
Mabel Garrison, first row; Sammy 
Roy Hotmus, Lealie Garrison, Leonard 
Harriton, front ror} Miith and John Hanson, 
Gifford fotaum standing by windows 


Mies, Bthel Dalshang 


Mise, Mabel Lindstrom 





Me. Wifred Hareomt 


Miss, Marjorie Nygaard 


eat Mr, Lloyd Nelson 
: Weanscese Mrs. Mary Gutek 





et 


Keotrum * 4347 


Rotnum school opened its doors for the first tine in the 
fall of 1922 with Miss Somerfeld,8.A. of Saskatoon serving as 
‘teacher for two months. In later years she married a lumber 
yard operator from Kelvington. 


In that sane year, Jean Ingram of Quill Lake took over from 
Mise Somerfeld and completed the torn. Later she decane the 
wife of Mr. Riley, whom she met when he was principal of Wadena 
School. 


‘They had one son and by then were both teaching near Quill 
One Friday evening Mr. Riley went to pick up his wife and 
‘smali son after the days work and at a railroad crossing near 
Quill Lake, their car was struck by an oncoming train, taking the 
Lives of the entire fanily. 


Jean had a brother Bryce who still resides in Quill Lake. 


Bob Cameron of Wadena and a brother of Elisabeth Cameron, 
who taught at Duck Creek, cane to open the school in the spring 
of 1923. He had not had’any teachers training but taught under 
a permit granted him by Inspector Massey. 


In the summer of 1923 after Mr, Cameron left Rotnum Miss Cherry 
of Davis, Saskatchewan caae to complete the term. 


Miss Elsie Brice cane to teach at Rotnun in March of 192) at 
the age of 17 years. Her parents farmed just on the southern out- 
skirts of Wadena. She boarded at the hone of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Hanson who Lived on the SE £ 13-36-13 about } ofa mile fron the 
school. Her pupils ranged in age from 5 to 17 years and grades 
were fron 1 to Vill. 


lor sister, Betty remembers vividly the cold, cold winter and 
that she cane out to help Elsie prepare for her first Christmas 
concert at Rotnun. This was to be a day of practising, but Mr. 
Hanson found after driving them both to the school by team and 
sleigh that the school house was so cold, it was impossible to have 
the children change into their costumes for practise, so he ended 


up taking all the school children and the teacher back to his house 
for their practise. 


Betty also renenbers her father then coming to take them both 
back to Wadena for the Christnas holidays, a drive of some 14 or 15 
niles by team, but luxury of luxuries, he was driving the tean on 
a closed in sied which in later years became the fashionable mode of 
winter travel. 


Sad to say, Elsie passed away Novenber 1st, 1930, following 
surgery, 
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In February of 1925 Perey Heffern took over as teacher, 
coning from Kelvington where his parents were in business. Percy 
algo taught at Duck Creek school. 


In 1926 Henry Lowen fron Rhein cane to teach at Rotnun.He and 
Perey lieffern were great buddies and part of the tine they itved 
Lopecher in Duck Gresk teacherage each going to his respective 
School daily, the renainder of the tine each boarded at the Jay 
Ggerioon hogs. ft ta presumed they did not always walk to thelr 
School, as they owned & bicyele each. 


Gladys Burnett taught at Rotnun School from the 1927-26 term, 
having taught at Aleask the previous year. Her hone had been at 
Quill Lake where she received her education. 


After leaving Nornal School she had been the first teacher 
at Kingseourt school, north of Quill Lake, returning there to teach 
@ second term later in her career. 


She boarded at the Garrison hone and recalls well, the horse, 
mily used to. drive hitched to a buggy, their only 
portation. She and Mrs. Garrison, she recalls, 

Took off with old Roany and the buggy on,a shopping trip, dowd 

for Hendon, one Saturday in late fall. Their mission was to pur- 

chase goodies for the coming Halloween party at the school. 


Gladys was a slender, dark, attractive looking lady and I 


(Mabel Garrison) renenber thinking I'd love to look as fetching 
as she did when she donned a beautiful long Sleeved red sik blouse, 
Wighirow of gathering at the cuffs € necks “Henortes are besuti- 


So it 4g no surprise that eventually this lovely lady changed 
yr name to Gladys Moore. 


In 1938 she yont to Neadow Lake to teach for six months in the 
Matches district. ‘Forty two years later she is still there living 
inva Senior Citizens hone and enjoying her retirenent. 


In February 1928, a young chap from Prince Albert by t! 
nang of Charlie” Spencér, Gane to take over the teaching duti 
at Rotnim. 


Pleasant Thoughts of Rotaum - Chas. Spencer, Surrey,B.C. 


In early February 1928, I received a phone call from Jess 
Mahlun that ay application for the position of teacher in Rotnun 
‘School had been aecepted, Since my hone was in Prince Albert 
fe also told me that I should come to Hendon on an afternoon 
{rain from Tisdale, I. would be met at the station and taken to 
my boarding place.On Saturday afternoon we rattled into Hendon 
and the elements gave me a rough welcome, There was a ‘blisaard 
Paging full blast and snow, inspite of shovelling was quite 








us 











I stepped off the train, known for milés as’the 
T felt dike getting back ont” I 
aidn't have a chance. d said, "Are-you the 
teacher for Rotnun?™ > hesaid,” "It ye 
cone to take you to your ovarding place." Tdu-know that short 
conversation began a friendship that contanued, unbrokes for 
the rest of his lire, The man, was, none other than, Jay 


We had a sandwich and coffee and then away into the blissard. 
Both of us were warmly dressed and we never ceased talking. 

Fe pointed places nearby and told ue who lived there and whether 
or hot they had children in school. You know it was really 
helpful toa young teacher. Late in the afternoon we arrived 

at Harrison's; where I boarded until the school closed in July, 
except for a month at Josef Hanson's because of iliness at 
Harrisons. 


‘hen I arrived at ‘school Monday morning there was @ roaring 
fire, the School’was warm and a nunber of students present. They 
were’ very polite, friendly and respectful. Another warm welcome. 
K few dave! later'the board nenbers cane to the school. to. sign the 
Agreement =- Mrs. N. Scramstad and Axel Carlson. About 3 ofclock 
noticed a lady'waik into the yard and cone up to the school. 
She cane into the ¢loak room, which was not very warm, so I went 
and invited her in. She was apologetic for being early to th 
meeting but I prevailed on her to sit in the school while we 
continued work, At the end of the day 1 had her sign the visitors 
shect in the régister. Mrs. N. Scranstad was the ‘visitor 

I ever had in any classroom, iiow I wish that register could be 
found! That was the beginning of a long, lasting and valued 
friendship. 






































Like all schools of that time everyone took part in outdoor 
ganos. In winter it was soccer would be forgotten and other 

Were played or other things tried. Nany liked tunbling exercises 
and pyramid building." In spring as soon as the ground was dry 
baseball tok over. Teans were ch usually for a day, with 
everyone, except the very small ones taking part. Of course home 
ind home’ games were arranged with Orpington and Victora Park. 
Bach person was responsible for his or her own transportation, 
usuatly it was co-operation that got one there. You wont with 
some one else and next time you supplied the means of travel; 

if you couldn't you went anyway, you were needed. 


Discipline. Leta’shelve it, Students knew the rules ‘and just 
@idn't seem to heed acoldings, detentions and strappings. 


Examinations in grade eight were departmental papers. Candidates 
wrote at one examination centre established by the department, 
Usually Kelvington or Wadena. I recall awaiting the results.’ In 
1928 they were not goodtonly one out of three candidates wore 
Successful" but in 1929 and 1930 the results were gratifying —- 6 
candidates wrote and passed(one with honours) in 1929 and in the 
following year three out of four candidates were successful. 
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We had a district picnic in July. There was always a good 
turn out. Not all the men were able to attend but every family 
was well represented.” T have a picture taken at the 1928 pionic 
but T misse 11929 picnic as T had been called into a cadet 
camp at Fe. QutAppelie and left the day of the picnic. 


Christmas concerts ~ why spend a lot of tine on the topic? 
Everyone, students parents and teachers enjoyed every minute of 
At, dncliding the sometimes tiring practices but when it was all 
over you began to think of the next one. 


During my stay at Rotnun T made nany lasting friendships. 
You couldn't avoid it unless you were inclined to be a hermit. 
Acstudent would cone in and say, "You are to cone hone with us 
after school and supper with us." Those are the Kind of things 
that makes one look cack with pleasure to the tine you spent in 
the district. 


When I first cane to Rotaum in 1928 I knew I had to return 
to Normal School for further training. The board knew it also 
and one day in June I was asked to meet the board. What for? 
T'wondered. They asked me to return to the district as soon as 
ny course was completed, What a relief! I could forget writing 
Spplications and return to a district, {really 1ked. T remained 
there until July 1930 when I left for’a larger school. 


It has been a pleasure for me to look back fondly to Rotnun. 
‘Truly I had an experience quite different tron that experienced 
elsewhere but then the sane is true of other situations. 


HUMOUR 


One morning two new students arrived ~= grade one. T registered 
the girl, then the boy and was surprised both birthdays arch 11, 1021, 
"Your birthdays are the sane" Isaid. "Oh yes," said the wee lady 
nyetre twins, '%. Spencer.” 


‘There was a boy who came to school who didn't know any swear 
words. There was another who knew then all and he found that the 
‘Hest voy was an apt and willing student, who let out ‘several 
resounding with his nother within earshot. She was quick to 
Feprinand hin and said, "If I hear anything like that again I*21 
tell Dad, lie tried to’beg off and said, "Don't! If you tell Dad 
Twill catch Hell." 


At the annual picnic in the married ladies’ race T recall 
ents ong lady well Sut in front. “Suddenly she cane to a, dead 
Stop and walked off the track. ‘Long after I found out why. She 
told a friend's wife she stopped because of her fear of tripping 
over her stocking. She had broken a garter! 


Baseballs didn't last long. So sone inventive soul said 
lets wrap St with friction tape, That's tough. We did and the 
boys got ready for grounders and I did the batting. That thing 
was heavy. Tt took an ugly hop after I had slammed 1¢ at ny 

Bdniring student, Tt eaught hin in the knee and he went down as 
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though he were pole--axed. What grunting and groaning! After a 
You sunutes he "ragged hingel? to bis feey and said, not very 
aulible, bie good enough, "Let ne get Hold of that Slack 


In Sent. of 1928 Charlie Spencer wont to finish his course 
at llorual Sciool , $0 Enid Campbell of Winner cane to fill in until 

nd of Decenber of that year. She too boarded with the Harrison 
fanily and renewbers well their well built hone of logs -~ also 
thelr daughter, Sylvia, sho was still attending school. 


Miss Uneeta Bryant 1930-31 


inetta Bryant cane to the Rotnun district to teach in 
1030-31, It was her first school and she had been born and raised 
in Noose Jaw and took her Yoreal School there. At that tine there 
was very direct connections via C.li.R. from Kélvington to Moose 
Jaw and so her travelling was done by train. She boarded with the 
Garrison fanily and drove with the children to school with @ 
horse and buggy and winters - horse and cutter. 


dss Bryant was of good moral fibre and I can recall her 
getting af older pupils enthusiastically involved in 
trying out 
entire Gospel of John and she apent nany hours after school 
istening tous recite “ron menory. ‘The only little fly in the 
intnent was, when camp tine cane, our parents were hard pressed 
to find the necessary funds for olr transportation to and from 
canp, 80 We never did get there. 


I recall one Sunday evening, when Miss Bryant was about to 
deronstrate her batting ability in our kitchen and she connected 
with a bottle of ink, splattering it all over her new dress. 
‘other rushed to the’rescue by offering to soak the dress in @ 
fresh jar of butternilk fron her recent churning of butters Itm 
sure ii must have had the desired effect for I seen to renenber 
her being able vo wear that yellow dress once nore. 


Menordes of Rotnun School Aug. 1931 - June 1932 


_Bthel Dalshaug cane in the fall of 1931 to teach in the little 
country school near the village of Hendon. hen sy train arrived 
‘fon there was no one there to neet “we, 80a Kind 
elevator agent (tir. Johnson, I think) who happened to core along, 
pity on ne afd gave 78 a Lift to the hone of Ii, Garrison, 
airman of the school board. Other nenbers of the board 
"i Scranstad and Jesse’ Wahlus,the secretary-treasure. 


My recollections of the school and pupils are good ones. Some 
of the names that cone to ny mind are; Roy Rotnum who was probably 
the oldest boy at school at the tine; the three Twedit boys --Nelvin, 
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Bennie and Selnar; two Torgerson girls, Lillian and Francis; the 
Hangon twins, John and Edith; Aina Scranstad; Bster and Ziste 
Shaw; Chen Ostise, Dorothy Sans and her two brothers, San and 
Bill. “There was Glso a Laplander fanily with a boy atd girl 
attending school, Verner and Tartha Helgon. One fanily moved 
away during the Jear, the Anos family with their daughters, 
GYadia and Lavine. Sylvia Harrison was one of the oldest Of-the 
iris attending school.” Then there was label Garriaon who trans~ 
Ported us faithfully to school through sunshine, rain, sleet or 
Snow with her horse and buggy or cutters 


One of the first social activities of the school which T 
recall is the evening Hallow-Bten party. It was on this occasion 
that I was able to meet many of the fine young people of the 
community. Later there was the Christmas Concert, well supported 
by old and young alike. They applauded enthusiastically our 
humble efforts. The pupils sang lustily, though perhaps sonewhat 
off key at times. 


Following the Christmas holidays I returned to take up 
residence at the Josef Hanson hone. During the winter we rode to 
School on a long toboggan which was rigged up with three little 
Seats for John, Edith and ne, Usually’ alt went well.” Sonetines 
sn John's hands becane cold, Edith or I took a turn at driving. 
Une day when skirting the edge of a steep snowbank we upset. the 
gan and spilled most of the water we carried in a cream can 
ack of the toboggan. It was too late to go back for nore 
80 there were a lot of parched tongues at school that 
On cold days such as this, it was a great confort to cone 
knowing kind Mrs, Hanson would have hot coffee or cocoa and 
inch waiting when we arrived. “When spring cane we went back to 
with horse and baggy with John as our capable driver. 
often felt like dumping us out, Dut he hever did, 


One of the spring school activities was the Public Speakin, 
Contest. “The one entry fron Rotnun was Vabel Garrison, who re~ 
turned with an award, thus bringing a little bit of honour to 
the little country school of Rotnus, and I was proud to have had 
a little part of it. 


sho can aay what part or what influence a country school 
teacher had in the lives of che pupils ensristed to he or for 
sare? Zach one, on vaturing, ig'the result of the moulding of 
Sany hands, the’ eiidance and’inflsence of nany other. people 
with whon Gach cones into contact. ‘fo & creas excent these 
Influences determine the siccess or failure of each one. 


sincere wish for all fornor pupils of the Rotnun Schoo 


© their efforts be crowned with Success. 


abel Lindstrom 1932-33 a4 


‘The 1932=-33 term at Rotnun was taken over by Mabel Lindstrom, 
who had been teaching near Algrove. ler parents were lr. Urs. 
Taylor Lindstron who farmed near Wadena. 
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She boarded at the Jay Garrison Hone, whose then wee daughter 
Sybil for many years referred to her as"the lady". Tt was while 
teaching at Rothun that she met the cousin of uae of her pupila, 
arto Flostrand, She and Arne were married some tine lager and in 
the I940's moved to B.C. They have a family of three children 
and are new retired, living in New Westminster. 


DON LETTOH 


‘The 1033-34 term brought another young chap from Clair to 
teach at Rotnun. His nane was Don Leiteh and he stayed on until 
ie of 1938, It will be noted that he returned again in later 

years to teach Rotnun. 


Don Leiteh was born and raised in the Clair district, son 
of Dan and Ligaie Leitch(Scambler). 


He_attended teachers College in Saskatoon and in 1935 cane 
to the Rotnun district to take over his first teaching duties. 
In those years a teacher had an enrolinent in a one room school, 
conprising Grades 1 to 10. We were in the midst of what was. 
kerned the "depression years" and nis salary was something Like 
$500.00 per year with room and board at about $15.00 per month. 


For a tine Don boarded at the Carl Hanson home, then to the 
Joseph Hanson's and later in his story he boarded with the Paul 
Hack’ family 


‘The 1939-40 term he taught the Duck Creek School and in 
4O-41 yaught Robbinsdale School, west of Rose Valley. 


‘The 191-42 term he caught at Rosetown and it was at the end 
of this tern, he enlisted in the Air Force, working with radar 
control and was eventually sent overseas. ‘When the war ended in 
1945, he returned hone in the fall of that year. In the spring 
of 1bu6, he vegan thinking of the quiet, Lire that farming Offered 
and so after looking at possibilities, he purchased the SBtyu1-1 
which had been the Prediger farm. 


As there was a shortage of teachers, it was not long before 
Don was again pressed into service, teaching at Victoria Park 
School at Hendon. 


In 1952-53 he taught’ the Wooler School and it was during this 
time he becane better acquainted with a young lady who had grown 
up in the Rotnun Area, Frances Torgerson. 


On May 9th, 1953, Don and Frances were married in Lanigan, 
then in the fall of that year Don went to Moosehorn school, north= 
west of Hendon to take on the teaching duties. 


‘The following fall 1954 a daughter was born to them in the 
Wadena hospital and father made the headlines of the local pap 
as he ended up in hospital as well! 


Two nore children cane to bless their home, all the while Don 
was teaching and getting his farm in shape. 
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In 1956 and because of a drastic shortage of teachers, Don 
returned to teach at Rotnum and remained there until 1962.’ At 
{he beginning of his term a teacherage had been built in the 
school yard, so Don and family moved in for a tine, instead of 
commuting from the far, 


In-his youth Don had learned to play the violin and at many 
arties, he would entertain, one of the favorites being "Over the 
faves.” 


When Frances was a child, she was always in denand for her 
singing ability, and so it wa son Bruce inherited this, and at 
four years of age, with no trace of nervousness sang "The Big 
Swede’ fron Worth Bakota at one of his Dads Christmas concerts at 
Rotman. 


‘When the 1962 term ended, Don had expected to be able to 
give full tine to his farming, but once again was called on to 
feach -- this tine at Victoria Park. 


Then in 1966, with health problens beginning to plague hin, 
Don rented Ms lasd'and with the fanily moved to LeRoy. tle 
taught there until 1969, when he was forced to take life at an 
oven slower pace. 


‘Their three children a credit to the family. Linda a graduate 
urge 4s presently in Cuaherland house, Bruce in the plusbing 
Grade works in Calgary and Sandra a phévo journalist ts in 


Don and Frances make their hone in LeRoy, but spend as much 
of their free tine as they can at their cabin'at “arean Lake. 


‘The tern 193-39 brought Ann Nicholson of Wadena to teach at 
Rotnun,. Her father operated a luvber yard in Wadena and this was 
Ann's first school. As she relates ~ f¥y Dad took me hone for the 
Weekends as lone aa the roads stayed open. I boarded with the 
Paul Mack's until their home burned down, and then I moved to the 
Joseph lianson's. 


I renenber the different Mack families, the lanson's, Tweidts', 
Allen's and Harrisons. The three Mahlun girls rode ponies to 
School, I renenber quite a few others but can't fit nanes to then, 
Over forty years have passed since I was there ar 
hundreds of kids in three provinces. 

T have taught in Vancouver as a teacher of blind children. 
still going this, ut now we are in the public school systen 
instead of in a school just for the blind. 


Athough {love Vancouver, I often think of ay fret country. 
Es 7 


schol and first country living and Iam glad I had the opporcun’ 
to experience rural life. 








yay 
lire ‘Tlade Howitt. 1939-40, 
Mes, Lillie Howitt cane to teach at Rotnun from August 1939 
to June i910. She doarded with Tir, & Hrs. Ernie Davis and one 


of her pastines was playing the accordian. She now lives in 
Wynyard, Sask. 





Mary Clara Kingel 1940-1042 


I was Vary Clara Kingel when I came to teach at Rotnum School 
for two years from Sept. 1940 to June 1942, coning from Rosthern. 





fter T arrived and I was a 











had lote of work but lots of com 
osten wonder now what I taught those poor kids - anyway I did my 
best which is all that can be expected of one ~ even if ay salary 
was only 370.00 per month. 


Z recall putting on a play at Meadow Bank hall called "Too 
cher-inelaw", ‘ee. right was our director and some of 
those taking part that I renenber were Leonard and Sylvia Harrison, 
Joyee Maynes, Ken Leitch, Ken and Wilna Donald and Harry Linden. 
Gerald Leiteh was the real live baby in the play and I believe we 
had a dog called Socrates. This took place in the winter of 1042 
in Feb, We had fun and took the play to Hendon and Nut Mountain. 

















I narried Doug MacPherson from Glenside, Sask. in Aug. of 194). 
We noW live in Saskatoon, 


Mre. Margorie Allen 
‘The opening of the fall term in 1942 found Rotnum school 
without a teacher so Mrs. Warjorie Allen, a teacher and wife of a 

Yocal farner cane to teach for the month’ of Sept. 


Mire. Allen taught school in many areas. She was a conscientious 
person. ‘Many tines you would see her ride her horse or drive a 
Zoboggan down the road either to Rotnun or Duck Creek school. No 
matter how cold the weather. 








Living in the Rotnun area, she also was school secretary for 
a. good nunver of years, When there was any help needed in any way, 
She was always there with a friendly smile and encouragement. 


She passed away on Varch 30, 1976 after spending the winter 
in Prince George. re 
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Miss Lillian MeCowan 
Mise Lillian NeGowan_ 


Following Yrs. Allen, Miss Lillian MeCowan of Quill Lake cane 
to teach, staying on until June of 1944. Her sister was teaching 
at Brand’at the sane tine so their family would cone for the two 
girls on weekends, Lillian boarded with Mr. & Mrs. Davis. 


Later she narried Ben Ferrie of Invernay and they réised three 
sous. ‘They continue to farm at Invermay, although Ben is active 
in polities and Lillian teaches the Kindergarten class in Invermay. 


Florence Carlgon 1944 to 1946 
Tovdahl 


Ip the fall of 194k, T began teaching at Rotnun, There were 
about 30 students in grades one vo ten. ‘Those who were in grades 
Aine and ten used correspondence courses so ny help was nostly 
in the correction of their assignments. 


The janitor work was done by the Shaws who lived near one 
school, Water was hauled for the water cooler. A large, low 
Stove in the centre of the room provided adequate heat. 


‘Those children haa so muon initiative! I never heard anyone 
ask, "What should we do?" Several children rode horseback to 
School. Tou nay recall that there were several rows of cultivated 
Gees around the yard with a generous space between then and the 
fenee. One day I cane to the door to ring the bell just in tine 
fo witness the Horses and riders crossing the finish line in a 
Rotnum derby race." There were also avid ball players and could 
hardly Wait fo get out on the ball dianond when recess cane. One 
winter a small skating area was made, The ofily casvalty was when 
Yigsie Mack broke her ara. We did not realige this until her parents 
took her to their doctor. 


I have often wonderea now we managed to cover the year's work 
as we began practising for the Christmas concert early in November. 
There was always a packed schovl for this progran, ile were fortunate 
inhaving musical talent in our school as among others we had 

Noreen Yack, fvangeline Mahlun, and five Austrings. 


Bach spring, a school Field Meet was held at Meadowbank. 
could not have a¢tended except for the kindness of Mr. Carl Peters 
who gave of his tine and the use of his truck to haul all the 
Students and nysel? to the meet, Mr. Peters would only accept our 
‘hanks and gratitud 


For special days like Halloween, Valentine's,and Baste: 

evening party was held, The whole community attended. It c 

of vocal entertainnent, games and contests. There was lunch which 

the ladies automatically br ght. Our "eoffee-naker’ was Mrs. 

Austring who Jcooked it in ge canner. Advertising for these 

vente was by word of sosth aa the only loca phone was at Axel 
risons. 
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One special event was when a public debate was Held. The 
adults taking part wore Mabel Scramstad, Jorman Austring, Benny 
Tweldt and Mary Leepart. Nac Scranstad was the adjudicator, the 
Judges were Don Leitch, Mr. Harrison, and Clifford Lee. 


While in that district I was fortunate to board with a dear 
couple, ir. and Mrs. Ernest Davis. We played many games of 
crokindle and checkers when the evenings were cold or rainy. 
Their hone was always open to welcone friends and neighbors. 


Yes, those two year's in the Rotnum district left me with 
happy menories of the warm hospitality and friendships which I 
found there. They greatly enriched my life. 


I was also fortunate in having the support and 
backing from the parents as I endeavoured tot: a discipline 
their children. 80 I toast you, "Rotnu School Parents of 
L9kh=-1946 == You were simply great!” 








After Rotnum I taught at Morse for two years and in Rose 
Valley for twenty-four years. I retired in 1977 


Elner’and I have three children. Carol and her husband, 
Steve Lane, reside in Regifla. Jim iives in Saskatoon and sO do 
Dale and his wife Shanmi. 

Time still flies for me as T now have time to do the nunerous 
hobbies I enjoy and also tine for visits with friends and relatives. 


Miss Pearl Wasyluk 1946-47 





She boarded at the Davis’. She is now married to Jobn 
y live at Sturgis, Sask. Their son is a teacher 





Marjorie Nyguard 1947-48 


Marjorie Nyguard taught Rotnum School for the 1947-48 tern 
and boarded with the Davis family. She had taken Bible school 





and now lives at Besanson, Alberta. 


W. J. Harcourt 1948 = 1952 


W, J. Harcourt cane to Rotnum School from LeRoy, teaching 
there fron Sept 1948 to June 1952. 








I arrived 4n the Rotmun School in the fall of 19,8 and remained 
there four years. This was a long stay in a roral school for a 
teacher at that time, If I remenber correctly, the School Board 
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xenvers were lac Scranstad, Chairman; Sig Seranstad, Secretary; 
Leonard Leepart and A. Austring. T borrowed $10, trom Tac to get 
ne through the firet month. 

Ny first year I boarded with Mr. % rs, Davis, a very quiet 
couple who looked after ne first rate, but did have a very cold 
attic where a few stars peeping through kept me company on Long 
‘inter nigres, uch of the tine in the four years, stayed at 
Hon and Try Leitch" wnore I waa. iske a nonber of’ the. fantly. 
One winter £ spent with the Paul Wack's where firs, Nack did hor 
best'to fatten'ne up. Another winter was spent with the Sric 
Hackts who were nevisweds, flere, they had the warn bedroom and 
T'the cold one which T shared with an old black cav, I mustn't 
forget the evo nonths T’kept house fn a granary in fernan Allen's 

There was no doube a good reason for shifting ne about 


yard. 
Uike'this, but no one tld me what it was. 


Mbout 30 students attended while T was there, most of then 
in Grades 1 =~ TIT anda few who took correspondence in IX & X. 
‘The first-year I had'six grade 1's. “They were, if I renember 
correctly, ‘ola Leepart, Dianne Shaw, Ellen tiagen, Albert Leitch, 
Gerald Leitch, and {ilo ’Mahlun. In Grade two were Faye Leepart 
Bemnice Hack dnd Pullip Gutek. could iikety list then fairl} 
accurately right up to Grade X. At that tine in a rural school a 
Sexcher really got to know the kids. The relationship between 
Zeachers and students is much more inpersonal today in our larger 
systens. 


At Rotnun 30 years ago, Field Day was the big sumer event 
When T'was hired, the board’ told ne they wanted a sports--ninded 
young man to inprove their showing. Apparently Brand, Willow Glen, 
and Buck Creek were beating then badly. After 4 years, we did 
inprove, buy we sure spent. a lot of tine practising. 


Christmas Concerts were a highlight of the winter_seasot 
Fron about Dee Ist we did nothing else but practise. I alws 
found it Somewhat nerve racking, but the kids certainly enjoy 
it, Tt was an activity that has never deen duplicated in our 
Jatger schools. All students were in the show; all the parents 
were there; in fact, the whole community showed up. 


T wilt now mention trtefly a fow additional things I renenver 
fron ay"yeats at Rotnun, the Long evenings apent playing whist 

hen Sus2"%aei and f took of allcomore, ‘curling with the Leitchs 

in Hendon, the community play I directed at Meadow Bank which we 
took on cour(to Hendons](the cast was! Anos Avery, Tuby: Avery, 
Woreen Mack, Marjorie Bonald, Eric Mack, Raymond Coates, and 

Aubrey Booth) the night a group of us wore involved in & neck-yoke 
Parez ae Hendon dace, "sbi toy! prosants fron the tga ae 
Rrigemiss the Lids toring in the wineertine, and che tine a 

Local Farn boy cane at noon to take onthe teacher, the , one 

Fecesses playing Gell and games with other schools, being the frat 
Pisal school dn-Sask. to get pover(this drew comest. 40 che 

Eeabagas), wailing fvos Hendop tus atop, th waster vo, davista te 
TESTE: ofthe ‘algie carrying two suitcases, pitching bundles 

and stooking around the distvict, arraneiig tho teaching days so 
sMGoble play baseball toursanents in hay aid June, Seing the. champion 
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Squaw wrestler in the Hendon bar, the hospitglity stiown me when 
the many fanilies had me over for supper and an evening of talk 
or cards. 


I could ramble on and on but suffice 4t to say that I have 
many fond menories of the people and students of Rotnun School. 
In my nore than 30 years of teaching T still maintain it is the 
most civilised of all the conmunities I have worked in, 


Marion Allen 1952 


When the"fall term began in 1952 Marion Allen, a local girl 
took over as a study supervisor until she left for Winnipeg.” After 
Marion left, Jeanette Guest, Daughter of Mrs. Ina Guest, cane to 
Geach at tho Schoo! for a'aaath, putting che puptia on Gorresper 
dence course 50 that when she ieft and the school had to be closed 
for the nonth of December. 


In January of 1953 Erank Ueirenera, after much deliberation 
eoneented to teach at Rotnun, boarding at the Yahlun hones Frank 
had served in the Air Force during the war and he owned a farm in 
the Lone Tree District north of Kuroki. 


‘When the fall tern cofineneed in 1953, 

a teacher with plenty of experience and the wife of @ local farmer, 
Kindly consented to return’ to teaching again. She had children 

of her own going to Rotnun, so understood our dilemna, ‘1 

stayed on to teach there until June of 1956. 


g OTT 
A row of stately SORTS iw corner of Otters farm 


Remind us of yor: past, your elory and chara. 
With many a laughter, often sadness and’ tears 
Mine was this pleasure for but three short years. 
‘The tasks were many, the frustration no less 
We ained at perfection, we aimed at success. 
‘The cold wintery rides, Carl's rin-aw " 
In Bennyts bush the tréehouse an architect's dream, 
The spring brought laurels to Allan, Ronnie and fay, 
Meadow Sank field nest, thetr speed’ won the day 
The pie sale, che'raffle, Christmas concert to prepare 
Albert, Gerala and Philip and "The Little Red vares" 
Tie gitl's sang, danced, recited with talent and poise 


, fortune, fun and isaster. 
Classmates we were, friends we still are, 
Sone we see daily, “others travelled afar, 
Our nenories ‘of you, sad, happy, we share 
Proudly we say, "Rotnun we were there", 
Vary Ve Gutble. *53-56 
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Septender of 1956 found us once again needing a toa 
Don Leizch returned to take over the school. 


By Septenber of 1962 a local boy had graduated ‘from Teacher's 
College - 80 it was Lloyd Nelson who came to teach at Rotm 


Loud Helaon 1962 - 63 


In 196263 T-taught at Rotnunt 1t was ay first year as a 
teacher and the last fear the school was open. ‘any children fron 
the raat commnley east of Hendon had entered the School durin; 
Sets exdacence, buy those in attendance during shat last year will 
Always renain special to me, T'was nineteen years old and had 
Goupleted the one-year Teachers" College course in Regina. The 
work involved in preparing lessons for students in eight grades 
Wes denunding andthe anual salary of $2,700. was barely adequate 
Yornset Living expenses. However, the experience was rewarding 
fn any other ways, and it confirmed an eariier decision to nake 
edueation ny profession. 


What was Rotnun like and who were the students in 1962-632 
The school was @ one-room structure containing a small porch in 
addition to the main classroom. An oil heater had been installed 
hear the back of the classroom, It kept us warm during the winter 
though there were times when the temperature was so cold that the 
only confortable place was right next to the stove. During such 
ines the students and I would hold our classes clustered around 
the stove. The walla of the school could not shut out the sound 
When a Storm threatened to block 
‘There were several 
id were it not 
for 
residing, 
on tine, 


In the spring the ditches noar the school filled with water 
and, of course, the children would inspect the thickness of the 
{ee’in the mornings. I recall at least a couple of tines when 
child had either £0 go hone for dry clothes or to dry his socks 
on a chair placed near the stove. 


In addition to the main school room, there were several other 
buildings in the schoolyard. fe" or residence 

Sat vacant during most of my tenure because ny parents home was, 

only a few miles away and ny mother's cooking far surpassed 7y 
culinary skills. A horse barn had been built about one hundred fest 
fast of the school and had been mich used before snow plows and school 
Sises were commonplace in the Rotaum area, During ny year at the 
School the barn was often tised as a "playhouse" by the children esp. 
eclally the boys. I knew that a few boys would occasionally do a {itt 
Snolting in the barn, but 4¢ was impossible to catch then in the act. 
They had the youngest boys serve as sentries and when I stepped out 
of the school the cigarettes would disappear. I doubt that I con- 
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vinced Bradley Scranstad or Calvin Tweidt that smoking might affect 
a person's health or even stunt their growth 


One of the easiest: things for a new teacher at Rotnum in 1962~ 
& was to learn the surnanes of the thirteen students who enrolled. 
the"reason for this was that ton of then were Tweides, two. were 
Seranstads and one was a Leiten. ‘The enclosed photograph was caken 
at the end of the school year. ‘There was only one student in each 
of grades 1,?,5 and 6, two students in each of grades 2, and @, and 
three in rags 70 citth Such an engoLinens a tokshor 4a’ faced wlth 
nunerois {reeresting provlens, sich as how to pronote class dis 
cussions, how £0 covdvet a physical education progran, how to ore~ 
gpige 4 fchool ean for Anter~achoel competitions end how to plan a 
finistnas conce 


A brie® comentary with reference to a couple of the aforenen= 
tioned pro“levs seers to be in order. iy students did ;not win many 
‘ereschool competition but they did have the opportunity 
pate in a variety of sports activities including’ curling, 
1 and volley ball. Indeed, most of the contral- 


iged schools of today envy the rate of participation in school 
activities waich wy. ts recorded. And today's specialized drana 
teacher would pro¥al te 2 Sy the enthusiasm of the entire 
student body in the reh yr and the performance of the series 
of songs, skits and pl comprised the last Christmas concert 
held in the Rotnun school. Thoigh few in nunber the students, with the 
strong support of their parents and conmunity, were able to éxperi- 


ence and, f trust, enjoy “any activities and events that conprised 
an education in this part o” rural Saskatchewan over a decade ago. 


Rotnum school was closed in 1963. Tts closure marked the end of 
a chapter in the education of the local children, but it also signi= 
Sod the beginning of new opportunities and experiences for the “stud- 
ante who had been in the school during its final year, Perhaps this 1s 
what 1s meant by "progress", thoush for those of is who taught and 
Studied at Rounim wo recogniae that "progress" is not just.a pure 
gain, For while sonething ie undoubtedly gained something is also lost. 


Personally, the year I spent at Rotnun helped me to appreciate 
gore fully an iportant part of our cultural heritage ~~ = TH OWE 
ROOM RURAL Scud! 


“ROAMY”, Many Rotman, 
teachers’ transportation 
to Bohool. 
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‘THE FORMATION OF ROTNUM SCHOOL DISTRICT 










The proposal for this new district was on the 19th of 
June 1920"an the approval of boundaries was. gn Uely Sch. 1020. 
The approvals wore also received Fron fas 336 6 9337 at this 
Ute! Bick Messenger being on council 

According to the proposed district map of June 1020, the 
achool site was to be on the SE i of Sec. 13, Twp 36, tes 135 
H°ond) “Later the aocation of the. schoel ‘was’ chabged  torsee. 26, 


‘Twp 36, Ree 12 as this parcel of land was piven for the school 
site by the late Oscar Rotnun. 


















AY the tine of proposing this new school district, there 
were 16 children residing within this area, 






‘The nunder of acres of assessable land was 8800 with a 
total value of $88,853.00. 






Authorisation was received on Oct. 1, 1920 for erecting the 
school. The board of trustees of the proposed school district 
were to borrow the sun of $4400,00(ortginally $4500.) for the 
Purpose of erecting and equfpping school, fencing and purchasing 
Site, also building a barn. Debentures were to be repayable 

in tirteen consecutive annual instalments of principal and 
interest, at a rate not exceeding &% per annum. 


























This proposal did not nest with the approval of the local 
ratepayers, soa reproposal was made on Feb. 2 of 1921 for a cost 
of $3000.00," Te would seen that in the intervening tine, a site 
| For the schdot had been donated, so they were able to lover the 

W) amount needed. 











Arras, Waddell, Rotnuy and Garfield were the proposed naves 
for the school district. Some of the ratepayers who had served 
in World War I had been wounded at Arras, France and felt this 

/| to be a Fitting nane. 





Waddell was a local honesteader who played an active part 
in organizing the hall, church and school. 


Rotnun was chosen in honor of the nan who donated the 
school site. 


‘The trustees for tl 





year 1922 were as follows: 


Jesse Mahlun - Chairman 
He Jay Garrison 

Wa. Harrison 

Sav Evans. - Secretary Treasurer 
G. F, Gillespie was the auditor 
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Mr. and tirs Fred Lowndes 


The first tine I saw Veadow Bank was in Aug. 1994. After 5 
years of drousht at Lacadena it looked almot like the gardeo of 
Ben: le had seen nothing out drifting soil and russian thistles all 
Senn and the bush srowtn in this area was hard to believe. The 
Gecision to nove to where such growth was possible was easyt to nake 
and a deal to. bay the £3 of 23-3 . ane Sannick was 
concluded. 


A point chat, nay be of 3 chose days of high land pri 
ces te the fact that von for 13,000 bushels oF 
Wheat, on share crop, with of course no interest payvents, The 
Yaea teing that if wheat prices sed, the seller would also 
benerit. 


Te proved satisfactory to both parties, since no buildings were 

ne land, The firet priority was to put up a house. After our 
Grrival with stock and equipnent on Oct 1 st, which was unloaded 
iniendon. The varn we sudit nay also be of’ interest to soné 
younger farners aablished at. Lodays prices. 


I gee fron. that we built in stages, beginning 4 
Poff the side of the rack with a 
cave through the cop hole 
Rarnsishown in th A @ side of the loft was 
loads care in 
opposite side of the tarn and the other 
hal? was fille. 


8 cost of bar 
taken Yterised records, $906.10. 
This Jabor cost, conent and e' 
nthe liphtnine rate. Ad1 local Lur 
except shingles and loft doors. 


Gladys ang Fred Lowndes were & 
gland. Glad’ Canada 
Tedrick 


Fred cane to Canada in T92: if Cu ‘wer workdng on 
a farm there neil threshing tine, a At to 
: Lacadina. After’ two years of enploynent he boueht 
Five quar he farmed until the 
9 Tieadow Sank. se very mach, was the 
that 4 rd a hospital. Yow we felt 
that we y fe course, Glen 
ved, a Jack was born after we moved 
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The nove was precipitated by the need for a bigger house, 
with power available. The Ef -23 was sold at this tine. 


ent to school at Duck Creek until it closed and after 

a Depree in eric, ile married Orlyn Harteell. nd joined 

ner in the farsing enterprise, which included the Dairy 
re retired, Glen bought back the Bb of 23. 


to school at Duck Creek and later went to Normal, 
in Godhe. Taught. school for about two years 
n took over his fatherts farn in the Rose Bud area 


ually obtained a degree 
vation, she worked for the Dept. of 
ntil sho rarried Allan Perron. They now 
‘le Allan is in the livestock 


was hors on the second farn site, and after 
"aol Yalberg. They 

ng for the Sask. Tarmers Unions Jack 

is now" nntedpaliuy. 


Meadow Sank. 


is now en, jod crops and 
the nove, that the 
‘services in sand 
lall, with the babies 
‘uhe barn Pilled with 


Patsy attended school at 
closed + ihe first teacher chat we rene 
avtended | 


i ‘ewood {now 
Churehill, “ip Wefonala and 
The 


vere held at “leadow fan! 2. The minis-. 
when ve arrived, or Harkena condueved the last 


 NLadies Aid” started up about 190, 
suppers, bazars, 

ne raised went to che 

fall committee, besides 


11 organized when we cane, and continued 
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into the middle 50's. The ring was set_up oy farmers 
and they would all have one beef aninal to raise for bi 
the beef ring head quarters at the Althouse farn. P 
feat chat had been processed wc 

‘always bad rest 


fa grain dryer, one of 


Following is an 


Submitted 


very Tard to do 
Uelgie) the yo 


Dad had two bret 
mother left all her fa 
shed tears, a 
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Before they cane to this place 
they had been in the Duck Creel ares 
One of the biggest changes that cane 
about then was, they desided to adopt 
a child. When mother went for her 
little one, Dad told her to bring one 
hone that Gould be led by the handy 
So when she returned from Saskatoon 
and'was net at the Depot, One of the 
neighbors was with ny Dad. Seeing nv 
Mother decend the train steps, ne 
called out "Look, Paul. This one is 
in a pink blanket". And there were 
tears of joy in his eyes as he looked 
upon his Little daughter, Whom they 
called Noreen Paula. 








It didn't take long, they decid 
to increase their family, And so their 
adopted son Gordon Wilheim cane to 
join this happy fanily. 








I can renenber moving to the 

Rotnum area fron the Duck Creek area. 

‘The house was a two storey one Just 

Like the one on the other farm. But 

rif. Mrs.llack's first Christ- now we had a large grove of spruce 

ras in Canada trees, and needless to say, ny brother 
and I’could climb these trees like 

squirrels before long. Much to the wonder of our mother. The syrup 

from the trees got on all our clothing, and to have to wash them on 

a scrub hoard was hard work. Sut mother always had us looking 

Like we were ready to go visiting. Nother was'an inmaculate "lady". 

Thanks “on. 











We have nany happy nevories of all these years. Dut there was 
asad one in January of 1939, when we lost. our home by fire. We. 

da teacher boarding with ds-at the tine. (iiss Anne TMickelsos) 
all lost everything except what we were wearing, as we were over 
to the Joe Hanson's to visit that Sunday, But 1 think one of our 
loudest lessons we all learned from that happening was that every 
neighbor near and far, were our friends. We got every kind of help 
in every kind of way.’ T believe I was the luckiest girl around. I 
received 12 dolls as gifts. I'm sure every little girl shared 
their doll fanily with ne. 

















Our barn door was one that you could open, either top or bottom 
half, As in any child's life tine, when young aninals cane along, 
we were very excited. I can still’renenber the morning, when 1 arose 
and looked outside. “There to ny wondering gyes, a little colt put 
it's head over the votton half of the barn door, ereeting me. Fo 
this day all baby aninals are a joy to behold. Even a gangly legged 
colt was cuddly, if you could cateh them. 





When I started school, I was not able to talk English very. 
well. There for sone of the words had a funny sound to them. I 
Sure learned fast to speak properly, as the teasing taught me to, 
We had wonderful teachers. They gave us so much of thengelves. t 
delleve that school years are the happiest years of our Lives. 
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Mr, & Mrs. Vellack, 
Gus, Grissy, Carl, Eric 
aw Elsie, ur. & Mrs.Nilliel 
Mack, Louise & Siferied 


I have the fondest menories of grandpa (Opa as we called 
sitting in his rocking chair and telling us stories in German. 
‘The exeitenent we lived, through his stories. 


And grandna, (Ona as we fondly called her) was a 
just under five feet call. She raised a large fanily. 
had a biz garden. I i 
from any ifve seen. Her geometric designs 


Unele Gus lived at hone 
father passed aay, he noved to british 


Nother and ad lived on this farm fron 10 
tame ny husband and T bouekt it. My folks moved in 
April of 1965, and dad passed avay on Decewer 25th of ti 
Mother lived in Wadena until her pass 


Gordon lives in Regina. His wife,Terry and his fou: 
Brian, Larry, Dennise and Carol. ‘He works for IP. 


Eric Yack came to Canada at the age of one year. 
farmed in the Yut "ountain area, 
Brie and his siter, Zisie attended nov 


Afver school Eric started faruing 
folks moved to the Okanagan Valley in 


In, 2948 they returned to their farn on $.¥ 


lived there until he was married to Ruby Avery 
bought the former Ton oss farm and then moved 
itoba in 1950 or 60. 


Eric at present is Foreman of Frontier School Division naint= 
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Ruby has been very active with her hone, yorking in the Birch 
River Hospital until it closed.” She is an avid gardener. 











by have a fantly of three; Linda, Kirk, and Joanne. 
ow have five grandchildren. Soth Linda and’ Kirk attended 
Rotnun. school. 











ey had three miles to go to school. Me renenber the tines 
Eric had an arny jeep.and he would be able to go across fields 
when even horses found it hard to do so. Also, he had a tean of 
horses that were just rearin? to go. It took a lot of power to 
hold hin down. Kaizer was sone kind of horse, and wich Tarzan the 
Gog, he was a police dog and Sure was a one nan’s aninal. 





Eric would walk in all kinds of weather to 
south of hs fara just to borrow a few matches. 





(Subni: 





by Linda Beadle (Mack) 


I, Linda “ack, attended Rotnun School from grade 1 to 
rade 3 completely. I renenber the teacher, Vr. Hon Leitch 
and I fad only one. “ly classmate was Kathy Tweidt. I went to 
School th 1958, 59, 6 











Linda became a registered nurse, is married te Micheal 
jgadle and has two daughters. They dive in bigger, Saskatchewan 
where Micheal is a train engineer. 











Hr. & Urs. Willie Mack 
Willie cane from Gervany in July of 1927, and worked out for 

gone tine. In 1932 he met and married Charlot 
rd area. In 1934 they purchased the original deter farm 
ers. They raised a fanily of three children, on 
gon and two daughters who all attended Rotnim School. Lotise, 
han of Saskatoon has two sons, David and Robin. 














Sigfried and jadena where until 
recently they operated the 8, 2 V. Dalry Bar. They have a ard 
of two Sons and one daughter, Wesley, Sheldon and Tracey. 









Bernice, rs. llarold Gordon lives in Saskatoon and have one 
@aughter, Sherri anda son, Tinie. 





Lottie and Willie sold their farm in 1975 to Ron Gutek and 
purchased a hone in iladena where they are now enjoying revirenent. 


ck) 


Vernice tack born October 26, 1929, daughter of Tir. ¢ Hrs. 
Kof Tut Tlountain, Saskatchewan. 






Submitted by Vernice Ingran 








jars old when T went to live 





with ny grandparents, 








Hr, & ‘ack who lived at Meadow Bank, Prom there Z went 
school with Uncle Erie and Aunt Elsie lack, This wa the fall of 
Tosh. 

I attended Rotnun school. ot 
ny Grade one vwnile ate 935. 
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I renenber only two classmates by nane, Sybil Garrison and 
June Austrings 


One of ny pleasant passtines was to sing for my classni 
out behind ithe wood pile at recess. One day, tir. Leitch, the 
teacher was casually walking by and heard me, I” pot called 
the front of the elass when the bell rang to sing. 

Wasn't too shy,so did sing for the whole school. 
renenber the song which was "I'm an old cowhand From the 


T always relate to ny year at Rotnun school enjoy= 

able one, only wish Ia ha there longer. My ‘tine was 
ride Keith Harrison's horse on 

ha, what Punt 


Z.napried a young nan from Kelvington, Bruce 
in Viotoria, 3.c, 


inf Mee Jesse Yablon & Fanily 


at Sacred Heart 
sriend, Tvor Larson 
“fake up a hovestead’ in 
is the sane quarter sectio: 
today. We built a log cabin for his hone and cought a tear 
oxen and a breaking plow to work the land. 8 
ace at the tine. ‘onder to get sone “ioney to OW 
ries he cut many cords of wood and hauled 
fadena. Tt took most of the day to get 
He slept in a building adjoining the livery 
‘a few groceries the next day vefore retuming hone. 
2.00 a cord so it took alot of work to make a Tow 


dollars. 


Rabbits prov £ neat. Tn the sumer ¢: 
duck exes were * st. Jesse 
Bis own bread ro vi 'S parents 
honegtead close oy. 7 s sh to 


He covered a large 
territory travell- 
Ine with a carcose 
in winter and a 
eovered democrat 
in surmer. 
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He enlisted in the first World War 1016-16 to serve overseas 
with the infantry during the war. lle was wounded in action on 
Septerber 2, 1918 two months before the signing of the Armistice. 
He served in France 6h months with the sth Battalion. During his 
service with the army he was menber of a tug-of-war vean which 
won Canadian honors and was defeated only by an overseas team of 
Bast End police force in London, England. He was creatiy pleased 
to receive a medal fron the quedn. ie was discharged fron the 
Army at Regina on February &, 1919. 























He yas associated with the building of the C.P.R. railroad 
through Wadena and vlendon in 1923. He married Vargaret sflelson 
June 25,1924, daughter of Mr. lips. CA, telson who 
had taken up’honesteadin 13 miles south of Hendon. 

to make their hone in’Cana- 
penter who built many houses, schools, 
and barns in the district as well as being sin charge of the baild- 
yheran Church which is still standing today. 






















a very active part in the conmunity. le served 
council of Lakeview Nunieipality. We was on 
the board of the ‘aden Union lospival for 5 years. He served as 
secretary for the Orpington school for nany yaars and later ne 
held the sane position for Rotnun school. fe was well known in 
heer up until che tine of his passing 
ust of 1952. "ir. and Tire, “alum raised a fanily 
children, all of whon attended fotnun school. 


A O8 























=a] 













% 








Alida Marrfed Helge Anderson of Fosston. They have a fantly 
of four :girls and are now living in Wynyard where she is ene 
ployed at the Wynyard Co-op as an office clerk. 


Donna Anderson (daughter of Alida and ; Helge) 





Donna Anderson was the eldest daughter of Helge and Alida ( 
Anderson and while Alida vas 411 for a coupYe of months 
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Anderson and while Alida was {11 for a couple of months and 
needed @ rest, Grandma ‘lahlun took care of Donna, and sent 
to Rotun school with her own children for a tine. 


narried Bd Staszczal: of Tosston, now deceased. 
four boys and one girl. § 


ngeline = married Bln Ander: 
Had a frily of three boys and t 

Suekely and 

Pacific hir 

and Raynond Austring always tying our S 
gether. At hone t! P le rat av 
of five and ny nother & the broom hand 
on the old billy goat that wanted to go alo: 
Keith Harrison 3 

the ink well. 


in attendance at 
ing in Re 


g0 the fanily dect 


Fanlum hove on the % 
close to work and ti 
sister, 
the teacher “elt she st: 
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Me. and Tirs. Peter MeInnis 


‘y parents lr, and Mrs. Robert Pirie were born in Aberdeen, 
Scotland and cane as children to Campbellford, Ontario with thelr 
parents. 


Twas the chird youngest 
ina fantly of 1897. fy 
parents farned in that disurict for the remainder of their years. 
Fattended a country school nearby and later worked in the birtle 
Telephone Ofiice until getting married, 


Pete and I were married in 1919, in Shoal Lake, Manitoba and 
farned in that district for seven years, Our oldest daughter, Joyce 
yas vorn there. 

In 1026, we noved to Kelying o aby two of my brot 

Pred and Oliver Pirie, "red district but 

returned hone to “asitoha one 


7 miles wext, of Kelving- 
che Allan Irving fantly. We 
© "irst sumer we lived in a 
rough ft one day and ruined 4 
Peve was busy harvesting ai 
of the work of building a 
on we added to the house. 


wo girle: 


inne Joyen was 


ivaliged in Wadena for 5 nonths with 
‘Ajury froa a knits 
e had 6 
Tour were under school 
or rehning water, it was wery 


especially Zena Donald who 
By ete, Also vrs. Jim 
‘ing that period. 


1052 and noved to Fil 
Iie Irving. fw years 1 
years and then in 1962 we moved 
ster where ed our retirenent years. "ly 

sed aay in 1973 and I lived in Kavloope for six years 

yt live in a Sentor cit Toage in Coquizlan, 

+ and enjoy Uravelling to v y and friends. I have 
12 frand children and 5 





/¥o 
My husbands parents also cane from Seotland. In the 1840's they 
moved fron Owen Sound, Ont, to a honestead at ‘iodse Jaw, Sask. Ty 
Fahand'was, che youngest of five, chidren., ‘hen Ne was’) years of 
age his mother was Killed by lightning so he as taken to Stratholair 


{to live with his grandmother, iis father died when he was seven years 
old and the fanily vecane split up and were placed with various rel- 
atives. It was 6h years before Pete was to see his oldest brother 
again. He grew up mainly on his uncles farn near Strathclair and was 
expected to work hard fron an early age. In those days schooling 
wasn't considered as important as working and so he received very 
Little education because he had to work for his keep. 


When he was 18 years old he got a job with the Brand Trunk 
Railway and later on worked as forenan on a road gang from Sduonton 
0.3.0. They used mules and alueh scrapers then, not like today with 
all the modern equipment. In those days nooody éver worked on 
Sundays. 


When we got married he left the railway and returned to farming 
again, My husband had the first threshing nachine in the Meadow 
Bank distrdet and Villiard Hall ovned a tractor so together they did 
all the threshing in the district for many years. 


Pete served on the Deck 0: 
and was algo a director of the 
He was influential in buying che first hall and having it noved to 
it's location. later on an addition was built on to it. 


reek School RS 


My bugband was very fond of sninals, especially 
had a skill in caring for sick aninals and on nore t oecasion 
when the veterinarian had given up,he was able to bring the anixal 
round te a complete recovery, Ve was also successful in treating 
horses during the sleepins sickness epidenic. Also he was very good 
at decorating horses that were being show at fairs and did this for 
many years. 


During the long winters when the country roads were snowned in, 
trips to town hdd to ve nade by tean and cutter or by closed in van. 
These trips were often long and cold. One Dec. 2i,th we went to 
Kelvington by ran to buy eroceries and Inas presents. ‘With us were 
San and Caroline Donald and Tred Pirie and as we were returnim hone, 
just outside of town our van upset and the team becane unhitched and 
fan away. Along with our pareels we were carrying jugs of gasoline 
and coal oil and with the stove burningwe Lucky to get out 
alive and withno Turther mishps. Tred linnie cane along shor‘ 

after and gave us assistance, out iv was bitterly cold and an 
experience never to be forgotten. 


Jy husband enjoyed good health all his life and passed away at 
age €6 on Jan. 2, 1973 in ‘lew Yestrinster, 0.C. following a short 
iiness. 
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Submitted by Jpyee (MeInnis) Harrison 


I attended Duck Creek School starting Grade 1 with Mona lieKay 
x Kelvington as ny teacher. TI believe she was there 2 years. 
Palso had as teachers Eva Harrison. Others I don't renenber.« 
attended school for ©} years and classmates I renewer art 














Phyllis Parish Stove Prybilekt 
ert Parish Shirley Wright 
ercy Gawan Frances ‘right 

‘Thelna Gawan Rosella Avery 

Stella Pryaiiski dy Avery 





lary Prybilsie Anos Avery 
aie Weaver 








and another Smith family 
f also renenver a ‘arerety 
Yleadow Tank flall about 2 niles. 






who had 2 boys and lived 
ho Lived on the corner 301 
Te sees to we she was stay 





Looking back, my nenories of lleadow Bank are of the good tines 
we had there. The picnics and dances in the simmer, fowl suppers in 
the fall and'Znas Tree concert in Dec, The last wesk Be“ore the 
sas concert we went fron school to the Hall to practise on the stage 
vhere, The night of the concert there was a tall tnas Tree lit up 
with teal candles, Santa cave and rave everyone presents. I 
Fenenber at the dances that at supper intermission, different people 
would entertain, ‘tr. Sandy Donald eang Scotch songs and Mr. Pred 
Jones sang Irisi, ana other Scotch songs and Turenewber Thuriaw down 
Singing "The Preac Many ovhers helped to 
make it an enterti busy with farm work 
t was a social tine to with threshing gangs to feed and wood-- 
cutters couing tn the winter to ext our supply of wood. The wonen 
‘the winter to have Ladies Md nesting and Qutlzin, 
e first A silent novie called 
h the 


inthe conver of the hall. Sranseonbes 
she winter. Tv was run on a Car 
holding 8.6.i.r. neotings at her 
Te neotings that I went to 

sivier eatp or 2 veers. 1 mar, Shere’? learned oo sea whtch 

still enjoy. snbér the Indians going past our 

rier on their way from Pishing Lake to Tut Lake to 

ir treaty noney. For 2 to 3 days they went by in wagons 

and on horsebact, Also during the Dirty es people ve: 

ovine fro~ Southern Sask. to north of Kelvington where they hone-- 

steaded and butte up fami, Tiet ‘On when © narried 






















































Jol renenber Eva 
house, and Lt was throug! 















er Melving 
2 and moved to Flan lon. charlie is the 
irs Fred Jones. ie have 3 children. 





inda and irt Johnson have 2 children, 
no is 15 years old. Linda 

Port Goquittan and Are yoriss at the Wellwood 7 

ein Coquitian, © 








Lloyd and Linda (Klaudt) Spencer live tn Medicine Hat, Alta. 
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and haved children, Dania Joy 6 years old and Russell Lloyd 2 years 
old. Loyd works in the Co-op Store. Linda worked for Alta 
Pelephones leaving to be at hone with the family. 


David and Barbara (Fleming) Spencer live in Kamloops, B.C. 
David is a quilified bricklayer and works for Afton Tlines, Bar 
vara isa receptionist for a firn of accountants. 


Iwas divorced and net ny present husband in Winnipeg. 
later moved to Kanloops, 3.C. and when Peter retired we returned 
to his hone town of Winiipegeses, Man. 


Submitted oy Verna Lillian Cockerill 
(etnnis). 


Iwas born in Yadena, Sask. 
Oct. 22, 1931 and attended Duck 
Gfeax choot tron grades one thr 
ough grade ten. I started school 
in’ 1957 andin Grades one and owo 
ny teacher was Tiss Amy Sszelson. 
The other two in wy class were tie 
foore twins--Jinny? and Leslie. 
About the second year in school they 
noved with their parents Sack to 
Magland|, I wouldn't have had any 
classmates in gr. three so I yas 
allowed to sip that grade and go 
de four. “y teacher that 
year was vr. Donald Leitch and ona 
of ny class nates was Janie Wright. 
We nay have been the only tyo in 
that grade ac I don't recall anyone else. In grades five and six the 
teacher was Joyee ‘aynes and in seven and eight Lhe veacher vas 
Mise Setty Alvard, Grades and ten I tool: ny correstpondence 
courses at tie ebhool with the assistance of the teacher who at that 
tine was F crades eleven and twelve 1 took av 
Strathelair, Manitooa where I stayed during the school year with 
"y aunt and nnele. 

Twas out of schoo! y e ng my nurses 
training at St. Anthony's Hospital Pas, Tankvoba. I graduated 
in 1052 as a registered nurse and worked after at Kenora, Ontario, 

‘rden, flanitoba, Calgary, Aloerta, and Vancouver, 3. 


was narried in 1950 to Keith Cockerill fron Winnipeg, lan. 
vesided in Kenora since thes. iy husvand is a machi: 
‘scade Pulp ane Paper TH11 here. Ye have vwo daughters 
‘aged 16 and Daphne aged 1h who are presently in igh School. 


I have worked part-tine for the past ten years at a nursing “0 
iL dune 1979 when I retired from nursing. 
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I have many good menories of my days at Duck Creek School. The 
biggest event of the year was always the annual Ymas concert at 
Yeadow Bank Fall. It took weeks of practice to prepare for and alw~ 
ays meant gettdng a new dress,even if it was a home made one. The 
concert was always held in thé evening and the hall was always 
packed with people. It was the biggest event of the year. in the 
Sumer there were picnics and ball games at the Hall or across the 
lake. Ghureh and Suaday School were held at the Hall on Sundays 
during the sunmer months, In the fall there was an annual Fowl 
Supper and bazar. Other enjoyable tines were berry-picking and, 
harvest tine. Although there was lots of hard work to be done in 
the fall, if was the most enjoyable tine of the year. 




















mitted by Clifford MeInnis 


Iwas born in Wadena, Sask. on July 12, 1933. I was the fourth 
child of ir and Mrs, Peter VeInnis of Kelvington. 








1948 to go north. T worked in vario~ 

which tine i joined the R.C.A.F. 
spending two years in Prince Sdward Island. Upon’ discharge from che 
airforce I noved to D.C. and worked for th lunver Industry. T 
harried ‘furiel Higgins of Goquitian, B.C.” in 1963. We have one son, 
Dwayne Peter born 68. 












hern B.C. in 1973 where I an 
the Ministry of Highways. 


ved to Snithers in Mort 
enployed by the Province of B.C. wit 








Subsitted by Lloya MeInnis 





Twas dorn in Wadena in 1934. My fathers nane wasPeter and 
ny Mothers nave was Lillian. have three srothers: Ronald, 
clifford and Jiwsle and two sisters: Joyee and Verna. 











I attended Duck Creek School till Grade 7 after which tine I 


went to Brand and Kelvington. 





T worked as a heavy equipment operator till 1957, then I joined 
the R.Cwk.ts for 5 years.1 have Lived in Port Hoody, B.C. for the 
Yast 20'years and an active in community work. 








T have one son, Ton and a daughter Melody Jane. 
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Submitted by Jemes Ziwin soInnie 
Peter & Lilly (Pirie) narried in 1919 at Shoat 

‘nad six children; Jeyee, Ronald, Verna, Clifford, 

Sy parents moved to Kei 


Twas born at Wadena, 


E attended Duck Creek School for the first seven years of 
school. 1 took grade 8 and 9 at ‘Sehool. The only teachers 
Tpenesber yas lr. MacDonald and A T reneriver jwhile at 
Duck Gree School; wsel’, Lloyd : Lowndes ant Alan 
Teving hid cthe teachers horse in bh, for the opportunity 

to spend the day looking for it. a’ up at Kelvinside School. 
fie wav in to see if anyone had seen the horse and ended up there 
for the next hour or 70 ‘Shey were puttin 

ie got back vo Duck creel: Sel fe bell rang and j 

in Eine to hail the teachers 


nenory of Meadow Bank Hall was when dad and son would 
fe gov tired of Liste: 


old cars down 
Sng harvesting 
‘would stop 


‘and 6: 


I tish Col 
parried Alberta Surns in Octod 
Beverley hi "82 and Sand 
960 to 107), T worked in a sawaill at “ew 
October 1777 we sold our hone in Sur 
fanderhod?, B.C. We moved up td 
fare presently residing. 


Jinny, watocim 
and Lloyd 








4s 


and Mrs. ALP Messenger 








1° Messenger cane to Canada in loll at the tender age of 5 
fears... He hailed fron Staunton, Worcestershire in the Rural 
Bistriet of Neuvent,angland. 


Mary (Yacsner)iiessenger vet AIS Messenger in 1928 in the 
Bank hall, where Alf was a druwer with the Dynanite Tive 
other Sert, the fleor manager, Alf attended Duck 

hor lived on the farm now owned 

Donald Peterson. There was a large fanily, to this 

3 girls an Al? was the second youngest son. 
















re was three children bora to the ALS ‘essenger unions 
The Messenrer children had an all white pony they ci jenn. and 

fan sure this pony took all the family and many of the neighbors 
entlaren to school. ‘essengers fostered another child 
Joan ickstron, who Chuck lalappee of Clair. 













his neighborly acts of kindness, 
‘ooued tea of horses. The team 





ALP Loved to 
joose and ro te 


ith the tean 











all go well when Varolé and Marlene were young, they 
Tittlets to visit. Tt was just after a big rain, they vere 
‘ooted. ‘The Little's were avay, so the children went to John 
fonsby hone, Opal took than in, washed then and took then hone. 
‘were happy'to see then, so they went unpunished. 








pictured on the le" with his fav- 
orite horse Jenn. le drove Joa 
to school. tia helped with Sarn 
chores ard drove & tractor white 






old; warried liina Grenrude of Wadena, 
have a daughter Patrice, live én 








ye at Clair, 
ve children, Brenda, 
; Douglas, Dennis'and Treves. 











i irs, Ernie Erickson, they 


Live at 
Rosetown. 





ALP passed sn 50. Yrs. Messenger 
Amol moved to Wadena where they now . 
sae. 
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Submitted vy Marlene ( Messenger ) Erickson. 


en Erickson. My fat 
ighton England. Tym 

Sask. lly oldest brother 1s Anol, 

sister Joan, "Wy dad vas a farner and 1: 
He loved trapping and ‘unting. 


was on my way £0 school ny eaboosa 
(Senn), as 1 was leaving th «fy family and Ernie o 
see what happened. Twas crying, lookin cahoose. 
Laughed at ne. I threw a bloc jood at hi 

the caboose and Jenne Dad lissed ne and 


I went to jiigh School at Yadena and lat 
Erickson, We lived at tiseton Sash. for one 

own Sask, fe have into daugneers. vanice, ape 

orna age £6, in grade Ii. they are paretine coors ar fh 
Bmrie works for Co-dp Inplenenta, It enploy 

Gocdp Tor ever T5 years. In ere Grocery Dept. llead cashiers 


ir, and Tirs, 2ichard Messenger. 


Submitted by Doug ‘essen 


Richard Janes Uessencer 
of Masfiels, 
age of 6, ba 
duly I2,’1807, 
dow tank diayrict. 


except alter whi 


Children; r 
Jase} 


Catherine (Gasry) 
See 5 
Salter eatow Sant 


Bert “essencer. 


I Aid not go to school for toolong at Duck Creek, 
ber the teachers. "y parents cane fron England.Dad, 
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sssenger, in 1909 
36-12. Tovher ai 
Alfred and Catherine 


up a honestead in 
dren, Edwin, Jeatrice, Hersert 





















+ Tle care to Canada i H “25: 
ot on the oat. ‘eatow *: 

















Javes Hessencer care to Canada 6 England in 
1990, Tn England he Sarned with his father and’also drove a 
a delivered parcels. 
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When he came to Canada, he cane to Cardale, Nan. where he worked 
ona farn fora few years, ¢han in f9Th cane to Fenwood, Sask. He 
farmed there and married fdith Benyestory, she was born in Grennel 
Towa, U.3.A. She had cone to Fenwood with her parents. 


‘Their first daughter Mae, was born there and they moved to the 
Meadow Bank area when she was’a year old, They had five daughters, 
Mae, tirs, Seymour Leiteh of Hendon, Ethel, Mrs. Paul Schutta of 
reherwiil, Doris, Mrs, Bud Bridal of Wadena, Alice, Mrs. Wally 
Fidelak of Fairlight, fda, Mrs, Nally Chubeck of Kuroki. 


In Tou6 Mes. Messenger passed away. Jan then sold nis farn and 
retired first in'Wadena and then on Vancouver Island at Naniano. 


Ye. and Mrs, Jonas tlonson. 


Mes and Mrs. Monson honesteaded the ".B.t 36- 36- 2. 


‘There were five children born to this union and all attended 
Duck Oreck School. Katrina, Suphenda, Mary, Agata and Srhard (Richard! 


chard passed avay in, the T07ots and Ayata had predeceased 
ner brother. Agata was rarried to Albert Annett and for years lived 
in the lendon Sistriet where they raised their family . Her husband 
has now retired and lives in Yadena. 


Submitted by “ary Meade (Moore) 
George Arthur “ors 

Alice “aude Noore, fanily - 

Mary, Thonas, George & Leslie 

(ewits) Livéa on Section 15 
The fantly came from fi 

land, lived in “anito! 

throigh the 1920's, then set~ 

fled fn Meadow Bank 1991 to 

1058, then retarned to England 


The father's trade in mother! 
naiden nave was Taylor, bo! 


While in ny teens, ny three brothers were b fe Lived 
on a small farn and in’the depression of the 1930s." My folks could 
fot afford a hired girl, so I stayed honeto help ny nother, so was 
hot able to go out to Work and earn money. My nother was in poor 
health fora while after the twin brothers were born. We lived in 
2 twosrooned house, two small Holises put together with a wide 
Pasgase, between thin, big enough for @ snalf room, which ny father 
ad1t one 


‘The lake ran through our land, } 
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on one side of it and some on the other side. There was a lat of bush 
on our land. My father used to chop down trees’ and bought a sawine 
outfit to saw the trees. The blocks of wood were sold. fe also went 
places saving wood for pasple, The neighoore used to cone and 

fy father had to chop down trées and clear ane oreal: the Land 
could have more crop. Sy this tin T reneniber 
how the lake used to freeze dep. People cate fron niles around with 
ice saws to cut the ice into blocks and load it onco their sfe: 

take hone to melt it for sof water. 
















One day a friend of ours, 
and fell with his arn 0: 

ry father would goto ©! 
could fake the cows and 
barn which was quite warn. 


We used to walk a quarter of @ mile to the nail box on th 
allowance twice a week for our nail. 








Hall hag nany happy nenories Sor 7e, dances 
three weeks, usnally bridal showers, cluireh services, ete. “y 21 
birthday wad held there. 












By this tine, in 1934, Tn 
He had cone north’ with 100 








Eancher. As it had ‘a dried oxt 
Ed Hals sent his nephew and two b 
wintered then on the | section to oars, 
ayer, naned Tos Glen ne 
le were nar: and held our lead! 
Bank Hall, The Dynanite Tive sand played for 





boys wno played for the dances, churlow Cowan, La: 
Gowan, Forace “ewnan and Clarence Macecar 





Submitted by Leslie Moore. 


‘The family name is Moore, my father's nane was George Arthur 
and my mother's name was Alice Maud, but they are toth deceased .My 
older sister is Mary Victoria Meade, uy brother is Thomas and my. 
twin brother is George. George and t vere born on October 19th, I93I 
gt Wadena Hospital. We were baptized at the home of my parents at 
Meadow Bank, by Rev. A.W. Atkinson on November I6th 1932. 


Our house was situated on Sec. I4 » Meadow Bank, but before 
goming to Canada my family lived in Winchley, Leicestershire, which 
is an induetrial town almost in the centre of England. My father 
worked as a car mechanic before going to Canada and my mothers fanily 
name was Taylor and they were both British subjects. 


Both my brothers and ayself attended Duck Creek School and our 
teachers names were Miss Eskelson and the Headmaster was Mr. Bordson. 
I do not renember very much about our school days as I was only at 
‘school for a short tine. I can remenber a few of our classmates, 
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Ancluding Jamie, Shirley and Fraces Wright, the Prybelski fantly, 
Stuart and Jean’Donald, Ruby and Amos Avery. My brothers and I atte- 
nded Meadow Bank Sunday School and our teacher was Rena Donald. 


In 1938 my father was not enjoying the best of health and we 
returned to England in October of that year. 


My wife Jean and I have two daughters and a son, I am employed 
in the hosiery trade which incorporates the manufacture of tights, 
Socks, knitwear and underwear. The textile industry is the main trade 
in this area where I live. 


Submitted by George Moore. 


I was born in October in Wadena Saskatchewan. 


I left Canada for England in the summer of 1939 on the ship 
Montros 


:E,yont to Duck Greek school Meadow Bank and was taught by Miss 


Duck Creek School was a Wooden building with only one class- 
room. Different grades were seperated by sitting in certain rows of 
benches. There was one teacher who taught all grades and ages. T 
was at the school for about 18 months and in the winter dad would 
get us there by toboggan. 


Our house in Meadow Bank consisted of two wooden buildings 

comected by & covered passage; One building was used as & bedroos 

and the other was used for living in. The house was eituated at the 
land one winter they towed it across the frozen 
fell us kids in case we wanted a day off from 


We had tyo horses, Buster who was laay, and Nell. We also had 
a few cons. ant a dog. Buster. died when he slipped in the stable and 
Broke fio deg. Dad dragged Ais body out and we used to pass the 
Skeleton every day on the way to school. 1 renenber that in the wine 

1e, and ourselves would get soft water by cutting 
Shanks of Lee from the lake and melting it down. 


I remember the dances that were held at Meadow Bank Hall be 
ause when they went on late the youngsters like me were put to bed 
wMother room at the hall. Some nights we went home from 
‘ina "Caboose which was a caravan on skits with a fire 

in the middle. 


I remenber a man called Freddie Jones leaving an old engine in 
his back yard. He said he'd give mea dollar if I'could start it. I 
never did. 


‘There was a playing field with gopher holes in it. We used to 
try to catch the gophers at playtime. Another game was swinging 
from the rafters in the barn where the horses were kept. 
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Submitted by Tom Moore. 


We lived on Section I5, At Meadow Bank. My father was a car 
nechanie 


I renember my classmates as being the Wright's, Avery's 
Prybelski"s and Donald families. 


Iwas mine years old when I left the Meadow Bank area. I now 
live in England. 


Dan Morrison Family. 


Submitted by Ben Morrison. 


D.J.Morrison ( Dan ) homesteaded the N.E.+ 16-36-12, in 1907. 
Bo sold this homestead to Mr. Linden in 912 and moved to Wadena. 
This land is now part of the present Linden farm at the east end 
of Harrison's Lake. 


The Morrison's cane to Sask. from Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. 
Their forefathers cane fron Scotiand to Cape Breton about 1820. 
These people built their own sailing ships and crossed the Atlantic, 
duing @ three month voyage. 


Ming. Morrison's naiden ane was Jessie MeMillan. She had been 
educated asa school veacher ut enjoyed. Gookskeeping. Ban Morrison 
was a very able and versatile setelers iis: people we 

Hanings funbering and to some, eftent in Termine i 

vas well aquainted with hard work in the east. 


On arriving on the homestead, he shouldered the logs about one. 
quarter mile to build the honestead house Shown in the picture below. 
Wis range of befite. 
ing language was er- 
eatly expanded while 
trying to operate a 
binder drawn by four 
oxen. However, the 
oxen were soon repl= 
aced by horses. 


Mra. Morrison, 
being skilled in book 
keeping took care o! 
the first Post Office 
at Meadow Bank. Mr. 
Hetfren was the mail 
driver from Wadena to 
Kelvington. 
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Many a small grocery and tobacco order was placed with the mail 
ariver who had a marvelous memory. It was not necessary to give Mr. 
Heffern a list of things to get, you just told him. He would bring 
it on his return from town. 


‘The Duck Creek School was built about 1909 and I think the first 
Meadow Bank picnic was also held in that year. This picnic was held 
on the N.W.2 I5~ on the north side of Erickson's Lake. Of these two 
ita the Picnic seemed to be the more important to we at age 7. 
‘The Duck Creek School was operated during the summer months, and all. 
‘the pupils walked to school. We had a fine young man as the first 
teacher. I renenber he taught us to add rapidly. Then Mrs. Scot Bran- 
Scomb taught us how to draw trees, not like the trees at Meadow Sank, 
Dut like the trees that grew in Ontario from where she cant 


‘Then there was a short little fellow, Mr. Sanger, who taught us 
to sing a hym "Oh God Our Help In Ages Past! However, when I landed 
in school in Wadena, at age 10, I was put in Grade I1i. I could do 
grade V arithmetic; but I'was very poor in reading and spe 


When I attended Duck Creek School, many of the students were 
Monsons. There was Richard, Mary, Agata, Euphima and Eckert, the 
strong boy. I renenber Dolly Burke, a nést, Sonsctentious stident, 
who walked over two and a half milés to school rain or shine. 


‘Sixten Linden and my brother Neil also attended part tine. There 
Were others whose names I can not recall. Of course we all took 

our lunch to school. We did not have anything to play with such as 
a ball, ‘The girls stayed in © group by themselves while we boys did 


‘a lot of runing about the school yard. 

There was a well with a green pump on it in one corner of the 
school yard. The water was not fit to drink; but it was cold and 
good for squirting on one onother. The teacher used a school bell 
to call usin to that school room that always smelt like plaster- 
cine. We used slates for most of our work. It was expedient to 
keep 'scratching on that slate, silence was suspicious. 411 in all 
those days are pleasant to recall. 


According to the calender, 67 years have passed along in close 
rocession since T attended Duck Creek School, and walked dreamingly 
in the fields of Neadow Dank. During that. period T have wandered 

far and studied hard, and now I am retired from the Sask. Research 

Coneil. My work in science started at Meadow Sank in that log house 

before the age of € years, it seens just like it was yesterday. 


Submitted by Neil Morrison. 


I was born in I90h, 90 it is a long time ago since I went to 
Duck Creek School. I have one brother Ben and one sister Sunice born 
in 910, Ben was born in 1902. 


My father was a carpenter also done blacksnithing on the hone~ 
+ Mother had the Post Office in our home. * 


Some of the experiences I recall going to school on the bush 
path and sonetines had to slow up to give a skunk time to get across. 
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Ben and I trapped muskrats on the lake alongside our hone, got fourty 
rate the year we went to Wadena and got the dig sum of If each. 





‘The farming was all done by Oxen, I remenber the first horse 
‘and bugey going by and the man look 80 contented and he was whistling. 
Also the first car, every one would say we saw the car, it was driver 
by Herb Perice, Menber of Parliment. So you would only see this 
around election tine, I guess wo must have had a dry spell as there 
was no roads built for cars ther 





1 only went to Duck Creek school a couple of terms, I reneuber 
Xr, Sanger and Wr.’ Branscombe a8 my teachers, we then fhoved to 
Wadena in 1913 as i went to a school on the N:W. corner of the school 
yard while the Red Brick school was under construction. 


I am now retired and living at Flin Flon. 


Me. and Mrs. Nels Nelson 
Submitted by Martha Westerlund (Nelson) 


My fathers name was Nels Fritr6f Nelson, my mothers name Kristina, 

and we three children, Ingrid, Verner and myself. Ny parents cane from 
‘And were farmers,back in the 1920's 

ep: i felt in Sweden. $0 in order to support 

the famtly ny father had to do hunting and trapping as a side line, 

besides farming. He shot fox and sold skins which were high priced 

then, sold our farn and made enough money to travel to Canada. 















We were the first family to leave Vesterbotten for Canada. On 
Iith of May 1928 we started out on our journey, we travelled via 
Liverpool on an Ocean Liner called the"Wonteain? Tt took us over a 
month to reach Canada, land of our hopes and dreams. We came to Win- 
nipeg and from there the Swedish Consulate sent us to Wadena, a 
Scandinavian settlenent. Here Leonard Wreede met_us at the station, 
and had arranged for us to live temporarily on the Becknan farm, 
opposite Ernest Lindstrons, for the remainder of the sumer and win- 
ter. Here we met the Lindstrons, Richard and Martin Norberg and 
father worked with them during harvest. He also helped to build the 
sidewalks in Wadena. 











We bought our first team of horses, and three cows at an auction 
in Clair. And in the spring of 1925 we bought and moved to our 

five miles east and south of Hendon. Sec. 2= 36-13, which 
my brother Verner farms. 


In the spring of 1929, I started going to Rotnum School. My 
first teacher was Charley Spencer. My first day at school was not a 
happy day, T can renenber how T sat Behind that big stove and cried. 
Because I could not understand a word of English, but I learned that 
Edith and John Hanson spoke Swedish, also met Nofweigan children 
Like, Roy Rotnum, the Tweidt's, Scarmstad's and Ostlies. Mr. Spencer 
was very understanding and good to me. 
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Submitted by Verner Nelson. 


‘The reagon why my parents left Sweden 
to make’ Canada, their few home. was due in no 
Seal part to the fact chat the Canadian 
Embassy and companies such as the C.P.R. and 
Guth, wished vo attract. intgrants to Canada. 
Kad'the" bent fits and opportunities of coning 
fo Cansda was greatly mcolies through their. 
brochures which was circulated in Sweden, as 
MOT gchar toying ‘coupertos: Troly Ganaas 
Sa land of opporvunity, but had my parents 
fnown of all the other hardships tobe. fa 
TOtheir new hone land, 1ets doubera 1f they 
would have innigrated £0 Canada when they did. 
Yor example, I can recall my dad regretting 
the face’that he sold hs Russian Wolf skin 
fur cost for Just a few crowns on his farm 
auction, prior. to leaving for the new country, 
cause’ he believed the climate in Canada was’ Yr. & Mrs. Nelson 
Such that there was no need for fur coats. 


My mother also benoaned the fact that she left a big new hone 
( completed in 1927 ) and cane to Canada, to live in a log house with 
ho’nodern conveniences. So cola that in winter tine the water left in 
the tea Kettle over night would freeze. In 1928-29 Dad purchased S.8. 
Be s6e"r5, For $1600.00 cash, A team of horses for 450.00, sone 
cattle and a modest anount of farm machinery. All at reasonably 

figh prices as tines were still good. But with the first crop to be 
harvested, came also the "big crash". 


During the dirty thirties as some folks called it or the hungry 
vnirties. It became nore of a problem to survive each year. Rather 
Chan seize upon new and great opportunities of the new country, I 
have to admire their courage and determination to carry on, and also 
That of our neigbors, As the hardships of the great depression becant 
hore apparent, so did the frienship and closeness of the community 
eis something I feel that we miss now, when we reflect to the 
jod old days, Sitting back in my chair and reflecting on now and then 
find that then there was tine to visit each other, no special invi- 
tation needed. Tine for Sunday morning Church Worship, time for Sun~ 
Yenics and conminity Dali games, weiner roasts, skating parties 
onthe ice of the local sloughs in late fall or early spring. But my 
big problem was a poor hand me down pair of skates. Now we all enjoy 
a falr share of modern conveniences that should make us all happy, 
Sut the tine for all this is 0 hard to find. Wetre moving forward 
fnto an unknown future at such an accelerated rate of speed, that 
its bard to find tine even for these reflections of our past. 


Now with regards to pictures; they were few and far between. 
And the ones that we have are very important to all of us. 


aeand out, in. ay 
Rotnun school 
‘a school would get us younger boys to box against each other at 
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Ingrid (Linde) Nelson 


Ingrid was the eldest child of Nels and Kristina Nelson 
coning with her parents, brother and sister to Canada fron 
Tarnaby, Vesterbatten, Sweden whereshe had already entered 
school: 





In 1929 the fanily settled on Sec 2 =.36- 13, now farmed 
by brother Verner. 





In 1010 she married local, chap, Chris Hagen, who had cone 
from Korway. They settled on Sit ~ = 13 (presently owned 
SpFrank’ Stand aka later moved fo Hendon where cRey eperated’« 
care. 








Two children were born, a daughter Ellen and a son Maurice. 


Chris passed away as the result of an accident while working 
for the Pook construction. 


Ellen becane a registered nurse and married Linus Westberg 
of Yorkton, who works with .K.0.5. television station. Th 
have three’ children. Maurice is'married, has two daughters and 
works as contract forenan in 








Ingrid is presently "irs. Archie Linde and they make their hone 
on the farm between Fendon and Wadena. 


She is an avid plant lover and their yard in sumer with 
the flowers in bloom, is a real pretty spot. 





Left; Mr.and Mrs, Bob Govan 


Above; Stuart donald on his 
ao eee 
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recess time. A circle was scratched in the dusty ground behind the 
school and two of us at @ time would step inside the circle and bare 
fisted slug it out. The one being first forced outside the circle 
was the looser. I'invariably ended up with a bloody nose before 
recess was over. 


Sone years later T was on the Rotnun ball team and I'm certain 
cach of us’on the team felt a cereain amount of pride and satisfaction 
for each game won against teans. fron neighboring schools: The: gasses 
wore usually playedon Fridara afver lage recess. To ne this was’ a 
eitone Sreak’in school routine, either going away to play. ccher 
Sountry achoola or getting renai for their especeed areival at: our 
Schools “Algo inthe early. thireies the Ritts, paid a Gounty of one 
Gene per gopher tail, later se was cropped to 'a cent per vail. so 
that Catching gophers either by snaring or droming; in'or adjacent 
forthe school grounds became part oF our scnoor ageivicies,,{sopecially 
for ‘us boys}, during recess and noon lunch ‘hour. 


Snow ball and our style of fast ball. (vore 1ike European soccer) 
was our main sports activity during the winter months. This also sone 
times resulted in bloody noges and the occasional fights. 


Christmas and the school Christmas Concert was also sonething 
we practised hard for, and looked forward to. The night of the concert 
was real exciting becduse then ny parents and most everyone in the 
surrounding area would be there, they would listen to our singing, 
dialogues and recitations. Sonétines the unexpected would also dppes 
Such as the time when Mr. Davies was pro ‘rman and backed his 
chair off the stage and fell into the audiance below stage, much to 
our merrinent. Luckily he wasn't hurt :or hurt anyone else either. 


The first year I attended school at Rotnum I walked to school, 
@ distance of about three miles. In the winters when the weather 
was real cold or storny, I stayed home unless dad had time to take 

me to school. As a resilt, I missed a lot of school. Sut later when 
dad thought I was big enough, he bought me a school pony. He must 
have got “this pony from a circus; because that pony made a clown out 
of me. I never did see Matt (the pony) afraid when prairie chickens 
flew up in front of him while grasing in the pasture, bud let a 
small chickadees fly up fron the roadside ditch when £ rode him, and 
that horse would jump straight sideways; thereby parting company 
with me, Then Matt would turn quickly about and head back home on a 
dead gailop. I never did have a saddle for Matt but I did see hin 
pull the same stunt on an experienced rider. I finally solved that 
problem by getting a second hand bike or was it third hand? Any 

way it did have two wheels and handle bars. ‘Twelve dollars I paid 
for that bike, so there went ny gopher taii money, and the money 
realized from’a half dozen weasel skins from the previous wintel 

That fall I got Dad to make me a pair of skis and from then on 

that became my winter mode of travel to and from school. 

‘Trapping weasels during the early winter months on my way to 
school becams @ way of making sone extra cash for myself. My neigh- 
boring school chum also started to do a bit of weasel trapping while 
skiing to and from schodl. Early that spring he discovered a real 
live gkunk den; Prine skunk pelts at that tine could bring anywhere 
from $1.00 to $2.50 each. But, also after we had trapped our second 
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skunk and arrived at school that morning, we were told by our teacher 
to leave skunks alone during the school w 





I never did receive a strapping during all the years I attended 
school at Rotnum. I did however, stay in after school for almost a 
whole nonth, after taking part ih a toilet tipping exercise with 
our teacher’in it. It was taboo for a teacher to smoke during school 
hours. So this teacher used the boys toilet to have his smoke. Tt 
was on one such occasion that us older boys decided to tip the toilet 
with the teacher inside it. We never attempted that stunt again nor 
@id ‘he use the toilet for a smoker. There are many other incidents I 
could relate, but all in all T owe a sincere thank you to all my 
teachers who’worked so hard for our education. There was times when 
one teacher had over 35 students from grade 1 to 9 or 10, and T must 
Say the teachers did an admirable job. I must also mention Miss 
Margaret Davis who taught Sunday School for a while at Rotnum. 





‘The Jacob Ostlie Family 





born in 1873 at Cl 
mont, Iowa and Carol- 
ine Knudson was tborn 
Redwing, Minnesota 
in 1872. ‘they were 
married in 1694 and 
had eleven children. 
The family immigrated 
to Canada in the spring 
of 1920 from Northwood, 
North Dakota, settling’ 
first at Theodore, Sask- 
atchewan where five 








They later moved to 
Springside, Saskatchewan 
where four’ brothers attend- 
ed the Beaverdale School. 





A Harvest Scene on the Ostlie 
farm in 1928 


‘The pext move was to Hendon in 1926, where a farm was purchased 
on the E Sof Section 23, Twp. 36, R. 13'W'2 tM While clearing and 
the fantiy resided on tho Curry place. During this time sarein sccend= 
ed ‘the Victoria Park school until a nove was nade to the Holstein hone 
and he then went to the Rotnim school. In 1929 they moved to thelr 
farm where they ;built a hone. Clen started school chen, attending 
the Rotnun School alone with Vartins 








The teacher in 1928 vas Charles Spencer who was followed by 
les Campbell. “Afver her varn wan completed tev Spencer suturned to 
otnun. "Then iss Sryant taught followed oy Miss Evelyn Dehishaug, 

Mr. Earl Leach and Miss Mabel Linstrom. % ™ mi 








Gradually the family left home for other parts of the country. 
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Caroline passed away in 1948 and Jacob in 1954. Oliver passed 
sway at Hendon, tn 1927-, Myrtle was kitled by @ Nit and Fun driver 
while vacationing in California in 1971. Edith married Fred Burns 
Of Springeide, Saskatchewan and 18, now & widow Living in Seattle, 
Washington. fhey have one son, Robert, Cora, who married Charlés 
Walker of Peterborough, Ontario is also a widow and lives in Canoga 
Park, California, Annard married Grace Machvoy of Seattle and they 
have’two children, Charles and Catherine. Russell married Ema 
Hyldahl of Seattle and have one son, Russell Junior. Martin mar- 
Tied Sylvia Hanson of Duluth, Minnesota. Martin is now a widower 
[nd lives in Seattle. The twins, Kenneth and Joseph passed away in 
{962 and 1075 respectively. Glen married Florence Backlund. They 
have two children, Gerald and Gwen. Glen and Florence live on the 
hone place at Hendon. 


‘The Glen Ostlie 


Glen Ostlie (Norwegian), Florence Backlund (Swedish) fron 
Harrow school district west of Hendon. Glents teachers while 
attending Rotnym school were Hies.Dalshaug, Miss Bryant, Charles 
Spencer, Mabel Lindstrom, Don Leitch. Classmates were San Tweidt, 
Hana Peterson, Staniey Larson, Bthel Sohau, Yartha Nelson, Sammie 
vans. 


Mrvand Mrs, Glenn Ostlie live on their farm EL 23, 36, 13 
Deataeg farming, Gieng has worked at che Maden Avotion Hades and 
also with the Bridge Crew (Department of Highways) during winter 
aise with coe gnce was a menber of the staff lunch counter for eleven 
years at the Wadena Auction Market. 


Gerald is married to Caroline Shewchuk from Macliutt, Saskatche- 
‘they rebide et leross where Gerald ie Supervisor of Hemeyss, 
(athe Lab Technologist at St. Joseph's Hospital at Lestock, 


Gerald attended public school at Hotaun. Teachers were Mrs. Frank 
Gute and Don Leitch. Classmates were Donna ‘weidt and Darold 
Leepart. He graduated from Wadena Composite High School, then worked 
with the Department of Highways at Wadena and Kuroki. The office 

Ys at Eifros where he worked prior to moving to Leross. 


Gerald, being musically inclined has played with various bands and 
for the past thirteen yeare as lead guitarist with the "Garnet" 
orchestra. 


Gwendolyn Ostlie 
Owendolyn attended Rotnum School, Wadena High School and gradua~ 


ted in'l967. She worked as a bookkeeper at the Wadena Co-op for 24 
years. She married Don Stroshein from Wadena in 1969. 


‘They lived in Calgary for one year where she took training as a 
Hospital’ Assistant. Don started work with Saskatchewan Pool in,1971. 
They Lived in dedbirgh wnere she worked at she hospital tn Theodore: 
En'o7h they soved to Waraball, Saskatchewan and she worked at Robtio, 
Manitoba. 


In 1976 our gon, Doron was born. In 1976 we moved to Saltcosts 
where we now reside. 
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Dorothy Otter 


Dorothy Otter was the eldest daughter of Willie and Christine 
Otter. She attended Rotnum School for a short while in 1928 while 
Living with Grandma and Grandpa Otter on the fara now onwed by Ron 
Gutek. 


Mr. & Mra. Wm Otter 


Mr, & Mrs. Otter were both bora and raised in England and the 
bad operated a hotel then, prior to coming to, Canada. Because of 
Mr. Otters illness, the doctor thought the climate would be better 
for his health than'the dampness of the English clinate. Mr. Ot 
Pad a fantly of five chtldren by hs frst marriage, Flsrri0, Rose, 
iige, Violet (Mrs. Joe Brice) Willie. He later married Annie Richards 
and’she with her husband and his family came to Canada and the 
Wallace district in the Yorkton area in 1903. They later moved to 
the Meadow Bank district where they farmed the MW % 20-36-12. Upon 
Fetirenent, they moved to Kelvington where they lived until Nrs. 
Geter passed away in 1929. Mr. Otter then went to live with his 
daughter, Mra, Joe Brice until his passing. 











Mr. & Mra. Wm Otter, 
Sam, Albert and Mrs: 
Lanceley 





‘The Parish Family 


Eiohand ond Any Parish, cane to Ganada in 2911 and arrived in 
Regina. ‘They spent the early part of their years in the Leask 
Yorkton districts working for various farmers. To this union there 
were four children, Richard & Thomas who were born in England and 
Ribert (Bert) and Phyllis who were born in Saskatchewan. 


In 1921 the Parishts moved to the fantly honestead in the 
Lincaaw area.” "in the early Jaye Ye, Parish and Is eldest son, 
Richard used to come to the Kelvington area to thr 

occasions they threshed with the Robert. Gowans. Wages were very 
poor and the work was tard.” Mrs. Parish used £0 stay on the hou— 
Heskatiieh She reat of the family where there was cavelo and other 
chores’ to do. 


In 1928 the family moved from Lintlaw to the Duck Creek district 
‘and lived on the former Jack Gowan place. The two youngest children, 
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Bert and Phyllis attended Duck Creek School. 


Phyllis (Parish) Little remenbers quite well when she went to 
Duck Creek school and Olive Ekman, a school chun invited her to cone 
to her house and stay over night. When they got to the Ekman hone, 
Olivets parents where not home, and Olive and I decided to bake a 
» We selected our favorite recipe = a coffee cake. We followed 
Tecipe very well, until it called for one cup of coffee. Wo used 
one cup of ground coffee. How delighted we were to have followed the 


recipe so well, But we were digusted to see the cake, it was Just 
Like cement. What pleasant menories. 


They lived in the Duck Creek district for thirteen years, and 
then made a final move in l9h1 to the quarter that their third son, 
Bert, now operates. Mrs. Parish raised extra noney, selling eges, 
chickens and erean. A record that has been kept oy her daughter 
Phyllis, registered four dosen eggs were sold for 750, two chickens 
for $1.32 and a turkey sold for $2.40. In 292 they oud 0 bushels 
of wheat for #19.00 and’ five gations brought 45.32. A gation of coat 
vas". 


Mr. Parish passed avay in 1951 at the age of 71 years. Shortly 
after the death of her husband, tis. Parish moved her house into the 
yard of her daughter, Phyllis Little. She spent 16 years there until 
her death in July 1967. 


Left to Right = Dick 
and Lorraine, Mr. and 
Yes. Parish, ‘Tom & 
Evelyn, Mr.’& Mrs. 
Erickson, Bert and Doris, 
Bill Clarkson 


Richard Parish Junior is retired and he and his wife reside in 
Tuffnell, Saskatchewan. They have two children, George of Estevan 
and Sandra (Mrs. Sandra Andronowich) of Wadena. 


, ,Brolyn (Erickson) restde.on a farm 
northeast of Wadena. Three girls were born to this union 

(ies. Doug Schnieder) of Martinsville, Darlene (Mrs. Pat Santo) of 
Prince Albert and Lila at hone. 


(Albert (Bert) Parish and his wife, Doris (Erickson) live in 
Hendon. ‘They have one son, Albert who tarns the former Lytle farm. 


Phyllis Parish (Little) and her husband, Jim are retired on 
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‘their tara in the Wolverton district. They have two sons and 
daughters,Don of Regina, Bob of Wadena who operates his parent: 
farn, Sharon of Regina and Shirley of Humboldt. They now have eix 
grandchildren. 


Submitted by Carlene Sevilla Peters 








Father Carl Phillip Peters, (now deceased), mother Svea 
Margareta Peters born 1936 in Regina, Saskatchewan at the Grey Nuns 
Hospital. I lived with my parents on the farm until I was nearly & 
years of age, then started grade 2 after spending 1st year in Rotnum. 
E renenber living close to Willie Mack's place! I can recall going 
to school all wrapped up in a tobaggan with our old horse, Minnie, 
faithfully plodding her way to school without me even guiding he: 
To this day I don't understand how that horse did it on her ownt I 
renenber going to school with Louise and Sigfreid Mack, in a two- 
wheeled cart. I also remember that they had good sandwiches made 
from goose liver and sausage. In fact I can still taste it. Mrs. 
Mack was marvelous, egpecialiy her bread and the things she nade for 
Pe ce enh: eNever, T renenber an ineident very vividly when my 
brother (age about oné apdI, 3) were staying with the Macks for a 
few days. I thought we had had enough tine there and decided that 
we would walk home, that I knew the way hone. So I took the only 
important possession we had with us, the pee pot, and started on 
our way hone. When Mrs. Mack found’us not far from the house, and 
‘took us back to the house, I sure didn't like it. 





I renenber vividly getting up one moonlit night, and going in 
a tobaggan to the Wallmans’. I thought that was the greatest adven- 
ture I ever had. The earliest recollection I had was when we lived 
in a cabin on the Peters' place (before dad bought the big house) 
and a terrible rainstorm came up. Lightning flashed and dad and I 
Wore watching this flash and he seemed very concerned as he said, "I 
Uhink it hit the Bull". Sure enough it had. 











Xy groving up Matory inclutes grade 3 at Foam Lake, grade 4 at 
Witeox, Sat Langs grade 6, 7, and é°at foam Lakes Grade $y 40 and 
11 at tutner Coligge in Reging, then on to Calgary to becons a 
certified Nurse Aie, chen'to tos Angeles: wrers T have teen ever 
Since. I eventually’ went back co school and becane an fe working 
Senetnuoisly’s. ft. Coed Sanaritan fonpital in Zou hngetes and alse 
Sheained a Fadhelors Begree: in Nursing et one of our'sost, elt 
colleges Mr. St. Mary's College ‘That was in 1975 and I was 
ca tfsing Supervises, ‘evening hdninistfator of Ger hospital om 
posivons I will bevretiring. fron this 
Sears serices at the ripe cia age ef is with plans 
Eo'go into ny own Susimas ia eélorado Springs, Colorado ty 1961. 





















‘The Carl Peters Story as written by Carl Peters Junior 


Carl Phillip Peters was born in Holmes County, Ohio, U.S.A. 
October 30th, 1889. He was the 2nd youngest in a family of six 
children. Carl was only 10 years old when he lost his’ father sud~ 
deniy fron heart disease. All the fantly had to poll vogether and 
work on their small Ohio fara. ‘Schooling was often secondary in 
Yeportance as food and clothing wore not easy to cone sy in those 
early years. Thos, the older ones ofven took suall jobs and brought 
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money home to be used for necessities. When Carl was 13 years old, 
his mother and other members of the family decided to make a new 
farm hone in Oklahona. ‘Their dreans of establishing a new life were 
shattered when they soon discovered the land they had purchased was 
dried out and useless for crops or garden. Their investmant had to 
be abandoned and they returned to Ohio again. 


Canada and the United States were in an era of discovery and 
expansion. Carl and ore of his older brothers headed west in search 
of work and a new life. They ended up in Canada, employed by the 
Canadian Bridge Company at Ednonton. His duties ranged from Cook's 
helper to rivet carrier and during the following 5 years of employ- 
ment he helped to build the steel bridge across the North Saskatchewan 
River at Edmonton and another big bridge at Prince George, British 
Columbia. “Carl was saving his money and planning for the day when 

he would have a farm of his own. 


Carl had heard of honesteads in Saskatchewan beconiag available 
and decided to nove co a place called Wadena. "A land representacive 
Eola’ Ris’ Chat uand yas fettite for cropping and selling st, reasons 
able prices. One cool spring day in 151, Carl stood on the Wadena 
Failway platform with all his belongings and he could hardly wait to 
See and work the land he purchased fron a honesteader by the ane of 
Reed; Sone hours later and sixteen winding niles further north, he 
got to a clearing ona knsil. There waa a snail sod covered shack 
Sha a poorly conseructed tarn ther, The roof Leaked when the rain 
Poiredsaad was, cold during the coldest pare of the winter, bit tt naa 
ia and that was the isportant things 


From here on it was toil fro early morning to dusk; sumer heat 
and mosquitoes and the bitter cold of January were difficult co bear, 
but sonchow, he Fels deep down inside that this good earth with all 
itis drawoacks, would be raitful and rewarding £f he persisted and 
had’ faith in what he was doing, And so te was ~ the will to work very 
hard, a good sean of horses, sone sinple inplonenta was all chat was 
heeded in those early years: Awagonin the summer and a sleieh for 
winter and later" gn,/a pony'to cover che niles, Tor a quigk visit. (ihe 
‘pony was called Seddy)" As the vines inproved a bucsy for sinner and 
Peutver for winter, with a set of brass bells to adda touch of Joy in 
the frosty air 


Perhaps the most connon luxury of the those days was the battery: 
radio and who can every forget the exciting boxing matches with the 
"Brown Bonber" ~ Joe Louis always coming out of the ring victorious. 
Then ther is Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy along with Amos N-Andy 
for laughs galore, No one will ever forget the "Happy Gang". I would 
say the Batons catalogue, second to the fioly sible, was the most read 
book of that era and when the catalogue was old and worn, it still 
Served a very special purpose to all the family menbers. 


Gener people settled in the area and the closest neighbors tn- 


cluded the Big Swede to the north, Mr. Leonard Naff and his family of 
pretty girls. The Wallnan family’of boys, where musical talent and 
Singing added a bright touch to the parties and local dances. The 
Willian Harrison family and the Willie Nack family were always will- 
dag to tend « helping band during anyonets tino of need and the 
ladies cooking was hard to beat. 


Then there was the Jay Garrison and family, good stock fron 
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Missouri, U.S.A. who kept his southern drawl all through his life. 
His buggy and'sorrel nare were never to be parted and renained to be 
a node of reliable transportation for Jay, till both bugey and horss 
became too old and worn out. Carl mentioned many times about Mrs. 
Weeklund's fresh bread that tasted excellent. Other neighbors also 
added to the community and its affairs, 








‘Threshing tine was a prime example of neighborly cooperation and 
participation. ‘The old belt driven Separator was ofyenikept hunning 
Hill late at night. Field pitcher's arms ached and the teans often 
balked for another load of bundles when the days were stretched out. 








‘The barber is Carl and the victim 
is John Weeklund. 


‘The Sunday afternoon haireut per- 
formance. Carl clains it was a fair 
cut, rather uneven and would consi~ 
der’it 1/2 crop grown on a Swede ~ 
John Weeklund.. 





Every straw and grain kernel 
was handled by muscle, three tines 
before the straw pile’and at least 
four tines after the straw pile. It 
is little wonder, ‘then why the 
shoulders and backs of our fore 
fathers were well rounded and their 
hands stiffened from long periods of 
over use. Today, who would think of 
hauling grain in’a 100 bushel sleigh 
box, 16 miles to Wadena with 2 teans 
all’ frosted up on a cold winters day. 
srl was gone by 6 a.m. with a load, headed for Wadena, unloaded by 
noon and after sone groceries and alpplies obtained. "héaded back 
hone again. Tt was Tate that night when finally the team were un- 
harnessed and all the chores done. 

















‘The railway was soon to come to Hendon in 1923 and sone farmers 
even got trucks later on. It certainly was a lot closer to deliver 


the grain and market livestock and get your groceries and farm supplies. 





THE COYOTE CHASE ~ Carl loved riding horse back and one of his nost 
exciting winter sports was chasing coyotes. On one such occassion, 
Carl had started a coyote and was closing in on the tired animal.’ The 
weapon he used was & ten- foot stick. When he was about to jump the 
fence the stick caught and the end iit hin in the face, tearing a hole 
in his cheek. He realised the gash in his face was in’need of immed~ 

tention and the coyote was forgotten. He held his arn over his 
ind headed for the nearest neighbor, lr. Jay Garrison, and with 
his help went over to Mr, Willian Harrisons' . When he got’to the 
house, he persuaded "r. Harrison to try and stiteh up the hole in his 
cheek: 
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‘This Incident however, did not deter Carl from chasing coyotes, 
this time, with the use of a .22 calibre rifle instead of a long 
stick. The’ purchase of Long legged wolf hounds made the pursuit of 
coyotes more fashionable in later years. 


It wasn't long defore Carl had a small herd of cattle as he got 
great satisfaction working with animals. ‘The spruce lunber for a 
Found roofed barn 36 x 100 with a lean to of 1h feet was logged at 
Stromberg's mill at Greenwater. The carpenter contracted ats325.00 
6 bulla this barn. All the cement was mixed by hand using a garden 
hoe, Many barn dances were enjoyed in the big loft and one of the 
orchestras included the "Dynanite Five". Local musical talent was 
also used for dances. The house was moved in fron another district 
and was formerly the Good Temperance Hall, situated on the NW. 

28- 35- 13. After renodeling there was room for 3 dozen hired men 
upstairs and a crew of 12 to I8 men could easily sit at the long 
Kitchen table. This grand house hosted many house parties and good 
times with plenty of dancing room for all who cane. 


Nearly fifteen years went by since Carl moved to the farm and 
built up his enterprize. A bachelor's life is sometimes lonely and 
one day Carl thought to himself, "Life must have more to it than 
working and living alone? Soon’he found hinself ronantically invo- 
(Ged and in love with Margret. Dunn, who had two children, Melvin and 
Monty, by @ previous marriage. They were married in 1936’and together 
that nade the farn life pleasant and brought into this world a daughter 
Carlene Sevilla and a son Carl Philip Jr. 


Carl was making a success of his mixed farming enterprize in th 
Rotnun district, but felt ne needed more pasture for his expanding 
herd of cattle. He found such a place near Margo where hudreds of 
acres of virgin prairie grass lay between several small lakes. He 
decided this would be the ideal place for his livestock and sold 
Hendon farm in 1949 to settle in the Margo district, where he ranci 
for 15 years until retirenent, at the age of 73. 


carl Phillip Peters died on February 16, 1976 at the age of &6 
and was laid to pest in a family plot cometary, Winesburg, Ohio. 
Ghose who knew hin will renenber hin for hs enthusiastic attitude 
towards his labours and friendliness to neighbors. 


‘The Good Lord will surely Bless our pioneers for their part 
in making thie a better country for future generations. 


School Days at Rotnun - T remember Rotnun School as ny biggest 
educational institution in the 40's and the school house was, the 
Scene of many erand affeirs. Christmas concerts, complete with a 
Yoeal Santa Claus; Hallowe'en dances and other festive events, as 
the community found it necessary. I felt myself lucky to have a to- 
doggan in the winter. Sam Naliman built it and I could sit down and 
He"Gad sides and storage compartuent in the front for lunch, ete 
‘ 


At a very early age 1 received a black shetland mare as a birthday 
present which Bill Prouse and Russel Keller (our hired men) broke to 
Fides I recall that in many instances this little pony trotted 
home ahead of me as she was prone to bolting sideways and leaving 
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me on the ground. This same little shetiand driginally cane from 
the Jesse Mahlum farm and remained my trail partner until I was too 
old and big to ride her. She proved to be exceptional in speed and 
endurance and was top runner at the Annual Foam Lake Fair for a good 
number of years. 


Many other kids cane to Rotaus school like I did and still others 
had bikes, pony carts or. walked in the gunser. "An exeiting incident 
took place one winter, when the Willie Mack family, Sigtred, Louise 
and Bernice, came to school in a caboose. It seems that some boys 
had been smoking in the caboose during recess and after recess a fire 
had started snoshow. Leo Mahlum had left the school room for an un~ 
disclosed place and came back yelling at the top of his voice "FIRE - 
FIRE*, Everyone ran out of the school and it took all the water in 
the school and snow fron all directions to douce the flaming struct 
ure. A charred frane structure on runners, pulled by a suspicious 
pony, was all that the Macks had to go home that day. 








Logis not forget the.school picnics and fleld days of yester- 
year. One doesn't see hone nade lemonade (from real ienons| and hand 
fnade'ice crean any nore. 


Class studies under the carraganna bushes, nature hikes and 
the soft ball ganes in the school yard shall not be forgotten. Do 
they still drown gophers in the spring like we used to. Even the 
girls could join in this exciting event ~- the equipment was two 
Or nore kids, clubs and pails for hauling water and of course, un- 
fortunate gophers. 





One teacher stands out in my memory, "Miss Lovdahl", I was in 
about grade two or three at that tine. t thought her being very 
pretty and so did sone other eligible gentlenen who were a Lot older 
than I. My classnates were of Gernan, ‘lorwegian, Swedish, Trish, 
Scotch and other nationalities, but we,all got along very’ wall. 
Every one envied Keith Harrison with his high stepping saddle horse. 


Reflection of the Past - The younger generation find it hard to com 
prehend or even realize the sacrifices and hardships endured by ano- 
ther generation alnost all of whon, are buried now. The long days 
and weeks of brow sweating toil just to grow a few acres of grain. 
Would anyone think of stooking wheat foday? Could we be brave enoagh 
to clear land by hand today? The wonen of those days had burdens 
vhat are not carried today. The garden, farn chores, cooking and 
washing plus a major role in raising family which waa all done with 
out conveniences. Let us not forget and let fis appreciate the sac~ 
rifices and hardships endured by our grandparents and papenas during 
vhose harsh years. They were true pioneers and we are now enjoying 
the fraits of their labours. 








Melvin Bverett Dunn and Monte Blue Dunn attended Rotnum School. 
‘They are the sons of ling. Carl Peters. 








Melvin has retired fron the U.S, Air Forve, His title is Lt. Col. 
of Strategic Air Conmand and he lives in Carrolton, Texas. Monte has 

a flyin service and training school for future pilots at Wadena, Mnnes- 
ta, U.S.k. where he now resides, 
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Submitted by Mra. Elisabeth Petersen 


Quite a few years have gone by 
when we cane over to this pron: 
Yand where tt. yas supposed to be 
‘nilk and honey" flowing at all 

‘T have to admit it was 


feel 3 otgh oer 
Bngere hg what could be 
growing in the soit. 


We wowe working at Carl Peters 
at that tine.” Father had gone over 
to this promised land a few months 
earlier. 1 followed with ay five 
Adopted children and one of our own 
gust @ few months later in the fall. 


So the first_year I planted a 

large garden, as T alwayg did in the 

ola country.” My tomatoes all pruned 

and full of fruit. Nobody had ever 

Seen anything like this. Everything 

grew like “wild in that soil, then 

She evening Carl Peters came home from the bush camp and told me it 
Would freese that night or towards morning. So I gathered all the 
Blankets that were available, etc. to cover everything. No doubt in 
ay, sind chat che frost could’ not get chr that;, what # aisappointnent 
that in spite of all my effort, everything was black. Can you 
Inmagine how many tears I'shed that morning? After ail, I had a large 
fanily to feed. 


No stores for miles around and neither money to buy anything, 
but aa the saying goes, "a poor person ;that doesn'é know how to 
uf, kt least I Pound'an old coffee grinder so I could 
‘a loaf of bread. For the necessary meat there 
Te wasnté all "peaches and creas", but 
fd to me, a good ple~ 


2" go0d old cornstarch 
erast T haven'® been ab 


Yargaret, Hans and Andrew all attended Rotnun school. Later on 
we bought a f’section of land along the railroad track, used an old 

‘as our bedroom in which we bad built’ bunkbeds, two on top 
Seach other; uring the sumer we built a six-roon house. There 
we lived untii we retired into Saskatoon. 


I still live here and look after my half acre of garden and 
enjoy every minute of it. 
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Tweidt, sradley dadow Bank kitchen 
Iweidt; Low ate ase 
tarry fwetat 
| Stranetad, kathy Tweist, Cheryl Tweidt, 
| Front row? Malcoin Pweidt, Caroline 

Twoidt, Ricky Twoidt, missing 18 
Beverly Leitch. 








t, Darrell Pwo 








Skating on Meadow Bank ica Sire take Dediina Se 
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Mr. and Mra. Metro Prybylski 


Metro immigrated from the Ukraine to Canada with his parents 
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Prybylski in the year 1897, at the age of ten 
years, They honesteaded in the Beaver Dale district of Sask. He was 
Sne of the first settlers there. While still quite a young iad, Mr. 
Prybylski worked in the fields along with his father, driving oxen. 


In TOIO Metro met Annie Danesowich, who had cone to Canada 
fron the Ukraine with sone freinds, working for different people 
{nthe area. That fall they were married, Mr. Prybylski bought land 
in the Jedburgh district, duilt a log house and other building and 
took his bride to this hone 


They were blessed with seven children, all born on the £ 
with father and a midwife in attendance. 


Me. Prybyliski served as a trustee of the local school in this 
area for a nunber of years. In 1928 he sold the homestead and taking 
his family, moved to the Yorkton area. This was about the beginning 
of the dry years and the crop failures which forced another move in 
1932. 


That your he cane to the Meadow Sank= Duck Creek ditrict and 

urchased, the JuCuftlier fara. in gpite of the hard tines we alvays 
Raa°dets te eat and lots towear: Mother always saw that we that. we 
had a big garden and cows to mile « 


Five of the children attended Duck Creek School, Mary, Stella 


Meadow Bank Hall with the Dynamite Five supp: 
There were also ball games, 
pionics and other activities 
As well. Cristmas Concerts 
were held and Meadow Bank 
Fall was always filled to 
capacity, making it hard for = 
ta to'get in with his bag 
of goodies. 


ing the music. 


Steve, Peter and Dennis. We ali enjoyed going vo the’ dances at the 
v3 


Left; 
‘The Prybylski Family 
taken in 1938. 
Mrs. Everett Thorell of Calgary, she passed away in 1964. 
Her daughter, Beverly, lives in Florida. 


Fred_and hs wife Anne Live in Kelvington. They have three girls, 
Narcelia Sehnults, Francis Ekstron and Dariene Gillings. 


Mary, Wes. Adrian Norberg, they live on the farm south of Wolverton 
‘The Norbergs have three children, Karen Brayshaw of Chiliwak, B.C. 
Chice Linde of Calgary and son Péter, who with his wife Gail’and three 
sons live in the sane yard and do the farming. 


Stella 4a Mrs. Mike Bohychuk and they live in Wadena. Their two 
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daughters are Barbara Zaleh and Theresa Matheson of Regin: 





Steve and his wife Shirley, with their two sons Gerald and 
‘Thomas live in Saskatoon, 


Peter was the quiet, un married, muscial one of the Prybylski 
family, who worked in the mines in Eastern Canada. He passed away 
in Vangouver in 1970. 


Dennis, the youngest, his wife Muriel and two children live 
tn Calgary, were he works’ for clty transit, 


In 1960, Mr. Prybylski sold his farm to John Minken and moved 
to Wadena where they retired. They took a very active part in the 
Work of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. Metro passed away in March 
of 1976 and his dear wife followed him three weeks later, in April 
of that same year. 


Respectfully submitted by Mrs. Mary Norberg. 


Submitted by Steve Prybylski. 
I attended Duck Creek School in the years 1932 to 1938. 


I had a nunber of teachers during those years namely; Mona 
MeKay, Eva Farrison, Martin Bordson and Any Eskelson- 


After leaving school, I farmed with my parents untdl Jul: 

To43. At which tine T enlisted in the Armed Porces during Wor: 

War it. And served in Canada and the United Kingdom with the R.C.A.F. 
until my discharge in May 1946. 


After my discharge I continued to farm with my parents till 
1953 when I retired from farming 


Me. and Mrs Oscar Rotnaa 


Oscar Rotnem homestead 
the S.E.t -18-36-12, His 
brothe Rudolph honesteaded 
the 3.W.t -18-36-12. 
Rotnum School was later 
bulit in the S.W.corner of 
ents quarter, n'a piece 
of land donated by fr. 
Rotnen. 


Rudolph passed away in 
the great Flu epidemic of 
T9I9e 


Oscar was married to Miss 
Pohlman and they had thr 
children, Hagar, Clitford 
and Roy. 
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Father and sons farned five quarters of land. In 1920, Oscar and 
family went to the United States and the Kidd Brothers rented the 
land until 192h when Oscar returned to farn. 




































‘The Rotnem family lived here until 1936, when they sold the 
farm and moved to Kenora, Ontario. 


Sanford. 


Submitted by Mildred Meachem (Sanford) 


I was born in Wadena, Sask. in 1915. My mother passed away 
tn Tot, we Lived on the fain with my father until he passed away 
in 1929: T'went. to Willow Glen School and moved to Meadow Sank 
were I stayed with Mrs. Lancely and had a short tine going to Duck 
Creek school. Then T moved to Aylsham Sask. and stayed with ny Uncle 
and Aunt and attended the Dartmore school where I finished my school 

jears. When T'was old enough to go out working, I went out to work. 
met my fiance and was married Oct.4th, 1939. 





Wo Lived on the farm in the Carrot River district, we had a son 
Melvin’ anda dauchter Shirley, They are both married now. We nave 
Wve grandertiarens My hooband, and’ T stayed on the farm inti 1072 
and’ wont out to work for the Pioneer Grain Construction, My husband 
424 Garperter work and I cooked for the nen for seven years. We 
Soved to Nipawin Sask. in 1976 and plan to retire here. 








Mr, and Mrs. Otto Schau. 


Submitted by Ethel Partridge (Schau) 
‘and Elsie Morton (Schau) 


Mr, Schau was born in Nebraska, U.S.A. of German and Danish 
rents and came to Sask. at the age of two. Mother was born in 
ipringside, Sask. er parents were English. 





Dad and Mother were farmers all their lives. They farned at 
Theodore and Yorkton, before moving to the Duck Creek district in 
about 1930. 


Ethel and Esther attended Duck Creek School for approximetoly 
one year. As it was quite a distance to go, we were given a horse 
fo ride, but we didn’t make it on tine as the horse would stop and 
eat grags and we couldn't make it go, I don't renenber the teachers 
Bat we went to school with the Donalds, Harry Linden, Evelyn Sunde, 
Margaret Cornish and Joyce McInnes. 





Dad moved to the Rotnum district and bought the same land as 
the school was situated on. He was making sure we lived close to 
Sehool this time. The first teacher we had at school was a Miss. 
Eryant. Other students at the tine were the Hansons, Tweidts, 
Seranstads, Ostlies, Carrisons and Evans family. 





a 


Mother tells a tale of Mac Scranstad. He asked if he could use 
the pump handle for a baseball bat, He was told yes, but he saved off 
the Pande co get. it, That called fora meoting of School board menb- 
ers, ( of which his dad was a nenber ). He followed later and list= 
ened under the window. I don't know the veridet. 


Emily Sophia (Schau) Johmsey 


Enily Sophia Johnsey, was born April 6, 1980 one of four child~ 
ren of Alfred and Ester Johsey of Springside, Saskatchewan. Tt was 
here that she spent her childhood and youth, and here that she mar- 
ried. She was United in marriage with Otto’ George Schau on October 
30, i020. They farned there and in other locations before settling 
on’a fara East of Hendon in 1930. It was here they shared the work 
and pleasure of 1ife until they moved into Wadena in 1956. Like all 
who adopt fhe farn life Emily worked hard through 1t all. “She never 
lost her sense of hunor nor her sharp interest in life and those she 
shared it with. 


During the last years, since moving to Wadena, she has been an 
avid participator in the fun and fellowship of the Drop-In Center, as 
Well as an enthusiastic sports fan. Enily and Otto were awarded a 
Plaque in 1078 as the "Fans of the Year” by the Wadena hockey tean. 


Bnily and Otto also raised a strong and active family. Emily 
te gurvived by her husband Otto and aliibut oae-of cheir thirteen 
children. 











burn, Saskatchewan, Irene, 
Willians, of Allan) Sask, Diang, Yirs. H. Vortec, of Arcola, Sask, 
and Arlene, Mrs. William Wleck of Campbell River, B.C. She'gs also 
Survived by one brother, Albert, of Springside. ‘She was predec- 

eased by one daughter, Seatrice and two sisters, Alice and Rosey. 


Christina Schmidt 


christina Schnidt came to the Duck Creek area in 1903. She 
was vorn in Yorkton, Saskatchewan October 9, 169s of Cerna parent~ 
Ree. fer father, Hlénry Schnide had been codchnan to the well-to- 
46°Schock fanily’an Germany and fell in love with the dininutive 
daughter, Rosina, The young couple eloped to Canada and after , sone 
fears in'the Torkton area noved to Duck creck where their hone soon 
Became 4 Fest. stop petween Wadena and other sevtlenerte,” Sarely five 
Fect tall, black-haired, Drowneeyed fosina was an excellent cook 

and with fer tall, kindly husband made friend and stranger weicone 
Stile Schniat hohe. ‘Their three ehiiaren were Caroline, John and 
hristina. 











ristinats school years were fey as herdlaw came in and it 
was her chore to herd the cattle on the sumer range. This was 

e the Duck Creek School. Any incidents we recalled were not 
Rirtieulariiy happy ones; when one is tiny, tow-headed to the point 
bf being wiste and can speak only Cernan, there is much to be 
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‘The Schmidt nome had a 20-foot long table which remained 
length all the tine to accomodate the many travellers and 
guests who stopped there. As the years passed it was not sur- 
prising that many of the lonely young bachelor-honesteaders 
Eurned up there for one of those fabulous home~cooked meals ~ 
and of course there were those two pretty marriageable daughters. 
There was a bit of hunorous horse-play each time Jim Lindsay, 
and Johnny MacLean were there. Each were very fond of the 
Outside crusts of bread, as were others also, so there was great 
rivalry for then, whoever reached his chair first being the most 
Likely to have ah end crust for supper. Jim developed the trick 
of Zedching over for, the crust as fe fied by to he piace and 
would put it in his back pocket. Johnny, not to be outdone, 
Would go behind Jim and pick it out of hie pocket as he went by. 


Christina married John "Jock" Parker when 16; a boy, Wilbert 
Honey Barker, "Sul" as he began known, nay Sora tothe” Sanker 
was Latied' Ih an aceldent andthe young widow and baby: returned 
Teche parental hose fora wntiey svoufualiy marrying Jin 
Llnibey? "the ontiaren of this eiretage wars Janes Henry Halarbe 
Hindzay" (wPrince*]o Nerestona Francess Christina fusie, (teensy) 
se reese Sake sdnmide Lindoays Reosee:eaneth, Joseph Ray, 
Hasio0 Acting cna Sougias charles, nine in alls ‘tlawives used to 
sein ater batten te those days: "Wea, Feeney An Wadena was one 
she helped pany inglodtne ny cotter,” farion faeina vas. orn at oor 
Bice’ Greet hon. "ices Seb Gowan’ helped while Cortes Gowan’ drove 


to Kelvingten to get Dr. Stewart. John, Robert and Joseph we 


born in the then new Keivington hospital. In fact, the "Kay" part 
of Mis nane was after a fine nurse who worked thers, a Mss Kay. 
Ghariie was born in Wadena during a bitterly cold spel) in January. 
Minnie Minky and myself travelled the 25 miles to get him ina 
caboose, a woolen box-like contraption, with a stove inside, built 
on sieighe. 


‘There had been a blisgard between. the time we went down to get 
Mom and our return the roads were all drifted in with hard-packed 
show, making it very difficult for the team to draw ; up their feet 
for the next lunge. %Snnie helped the tean with rein and voice and 
Vhad to get out and hold up the rig every tine it tilted at a 
dangerous angle, scared the stove would tip over and ignite the 
snow covered fldor. 


Dur father, Janes Henry Lindsay was born in Toronto, Ontario 
on March hy 126, of a Scottish father (Janes Donald Lindsay) and 
a'spanish nother, I4a Louise (Nalarbe) Lindsay. lle worked in the 
famtiy hotel, ‘the Bullshead Wotel on Queen St. West in Toronto 
‘and Timothy Batons when sixteen and came west to railroad in 1900 
at the age of 17. He honesteaded near Kelvington in 1905. 


Me Nother was a fine horse-wonan. Dad always used to,say she 
haa a'taiiken handton che rein and "could run Iie a deer". Uncle 
Hehn‘said recently that she used vo win ali the ladies foot-races 
atthe picnics. this was a talent she passed on to several of her 
Shildreh, fersolena, Teeney, 1da and John and Yarion in partielular. 
flr favourite horae’vas a, ©All, bay nary with a Whige, face naned 
“Tootsie”, Sho was a flackney-Hanileonian cross and so was strong 
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and fast, on one ocassion having to run the 25 miles to Wadena 
to get the Doctor to the Neil Macheod hone near Kelsinceene 


Christina Schmidt 


‘The Duck Creek hone was the 
SB quarter of Section 26 and in 
the spring the creck would flood 
aking 4 necessary for. us to, 
cross by raft to milk the. cons 

iP °they’ should happen, £0. be, 
caught on the other sidge. his 
would happen af the bridge went 
out during the day. One year Bob 
Bowan was helping clean grain and 
the fanning miil‘was across 
creck in a log granary and we mast 
have a half dosen trips across 
that day with the water rising 
Mgher gach tine, "On the last 
trip, with two pails full of milk 
Fron’ he evening niildng, we got 
caught in the now evizely moving 
current. Te swept us downstrean 
neil we snagged into @ heavy, 
Gor St willows, the, Forse or 
She Gurrent dangerously tipping 
the raft. Over went. the mitk 

of course, but T hung onto the 
willows ad. somehow, "Bad: poled 

up ground the clunp to where the creak broadened cut and we. gby into 
Shallow water and Minally co safety, Dud was 12 or 13, T'was § or 9 
and neither one of us could swin a stroke 











Bud, Teeney and myself went to Duck Creek School in 1926 and 127 
and naybe part of 128 if ny menory serves me well. Percy Heffern was 
our teacher for two years sut_a blonde wonan with glasses tool over 
in the fall our last year there before going to the newly opened 
Brand School. 


Sone of our classmates were Van and Percy Gowan, Sam Lancely, 
Walter Nessenger, Alna and Philip Drunnond, our cousins, Irene and 
Dennis Schmidt, tena and Wilna and their brother (young Alex?) 
Donald, Ernest, Otto and Edith Koch and the Serg children. These 
last were Anna, Helga, three girls and Daniel. They spoke no 
English shen they started and had a bit of a hard tine. Daniel, not 
so much as the girls, 
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We used to run across Jack Lancelyts field te school, 
about 1h miles or ride around the road by Koch's. Sone tine 
eld pe so, thero, and play after school and thon got «span ~ 
ing when we got hone because the nany cows needed gather 

Tag when we y cons needed gathering 


Sonetines Teeney and I would double on Toots to schook 

and then I'd go alone to get the cows. She was dlind in one 
eye and Dad thought this ay have distorted cars to ner because 
she was very frightened of then. There were few in those days 
but whenever one did cone along Toots would rear paw the air in 
a semi cirele and when Her feet hit the ground she was running 
all the way hone or until the car turned off. Then wetd retrace 
Our steps, sometines it was quicker to walk! If we fell off it 
meant finding a rock or stump or the post of a near-by barbed 
wire fence. Many a staple was pulled out that way! 


Jack Drungond lived only a nile avay across the field so 
after we transferred to Brand School in #29 Aisa and Douglas and 
this writer oecane fast friends, sharing an interest in forse~ 
Sack Tiding and-art and ;foot races in which we often tied for 
first place. 


Wilbert "Bud" Barker was born in 1913, Septenber 16. He was 
a poring protege of Jack Hart, (Relyington) ‘and played, basebat! 
with the Stubble Jumpers", a ball tean in the 1630, 1933 era of 
the Kelvingside-Rosseowmoh area, composed of young’farners. They 
were pretty good too. Bud's clése friends included Van Govan, 
Andy Garta and Jin Wallnan. Sud died at the age of 20 in 1933 
when gangrene set in his thigh after being gored by an lyrshire 
Bull. “He was gored the night before an important match with 
Barney Maclianes. 








As we got older we used to go to the dances at Meadow Bank 
Hall. Admission was .15¢ for the men, ladies free but bring lunch. 
Later it was .25¢, lunch included. This was when the "Dynamite 
Five" provided thé toe-tapping “music. The group changed over 








the years and became very popular, touring many of the towns in 
ncthern Saskatchewan, but’ the orizinal group was nade up of Cort- 


tnd Layton Gowan oh the violins, a Mr. Weaver (the leader) 
vu the piano, Horace ewnan on the druns and Thurlow Cowan who 
played guitar and several other instrunents, They were very good 
Bnd wetd dance every dance starting around ‘and dance. until 
the small hours of the morning. And it was the small hours, 2, 2, 

‘Otelock. One night at a dance at Frank Doyle's we danced’ untal 

a.m then drove hone with the sun coming up in the frosty day 
winter day and went to school after milking the cows (the eyes 
Mike two burnt holes ina blanket" as Dad used to say) And those 
were real gances, the polkas, waltaes, fast two-steps, square 
Gances and schotiisches, lots of action. 











Teeney developed appendicitis in Yay 193 and had to be taken 
to Wadena Hospital for the operation, It was the end of spring 
break-up and the roads were bad. Neil MacLeod had a car and 
Kindly took tine off fron the field work to drive her there but 
they got atuck in Warts mskeg: Zt took four hours to get out 
and during that tine her appendix broke, gangrene set in before 
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ghe could be operated and though she was a month in the hospital 
it iddn't drain properly causing serious health problems. She 
never did regain the energy and health of fornerly and a fine 
little person and good athlete was lost when she died in Vancou- 
ver at the age of 28, 





Tda iarried Wilfred Ewen and went to live in the Nobleville 
area. "Prince", John, Robert, Joseph, Marion, Charlie and Hers 
Jens ‘all went to B.C. "to live. Princé went to the School for the 
Deaf in Winnipeg and’Saskatoon. He too excelled in sports, esp- 
gedally soft ball and hockey and was chosen for the young Canada 
(to Europe ) team in 1932/33, but because he was late in start- 
ing school and could only attend for @ years the school would not 
give pernission for him to go. 


Submitted by Dennis Schnidt 












Ny grandfather Henry Schmidt wae born in Odessa, Russia in 
Apri 1263 of German parents, moved fron there to Enérson, North 
Dakota in 1888, 


Ny grandmother also of Gersan parents and born in Odessa 
followed soon after to become his bride. 


Their next move was to a homestead 20 miles north east (now 
Ryan) of Yorkton, M.l.T. where my Dad, John was born on Deconber 
23, 1802. 





On Novenber 4, 1902 Henry Schmidt, his wife and one son, 
John, two daughters, Carrie and Christie along with the Joseph 
Walnans and their two sons, Dan Warts and his father, Jacod 
cane to take up homesteads along Duck Creek. 








‘There was a Hudson Bay post about 14 miles north of Henry 
Schnidt's honestesd on NE £ 26°36 and 3 established ranchers 
in the area, Ab MePherson north west. at MoPherson lake, Jomeph 
Socold on the Pipestone Creek straight north, and Pete Prowse 
where Kelvington now stands. 





‘The only source of provisions were Wadena and the Hudson 
Bay post, 80 enterprising Pete Prowse decided to do so: 

thing about it ahd started to bring in supplies from Sheho 
to help out the new settlers. 








When the train came through Wadena it brought with it land 
seekers and guides to take the potential honesteaders to their 
potential plots of land. And as the road went right through 
the yard of Nr. and Nrs. Henry Schmidt to cross the creek, their 
hone consequentiy becare a favorite and popular stopping slace. 
So much that there were tines when Grandna had trouble stepping. 
about her chores of making breakfast. 








Dad recalls the day a hungry old Indian fellow riding an 
equally thin and hungry horse cane to the door, and being un— 
able to speak either Gernan or English, motioned to his mouth 
for food. Grandna responded by giving hina loaf of bread 
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for which he smiled and rode away. But returned a few days 
later with a large chunk of noose meat. 


‘The original log house (since burned down ) and log barn 
which still stands today were built of hewn logs by Tom Ander- 
Son and Chris Jenson in 1907. 


Here is a quote fron the Kelvington Madio in the late 40s; 
whe old original Henry Schmidt place will always hold a firm 
place in the hearts and menories of everyone who passed through 
Tes doors. The kindliness and warnth given to others under its 
roof is traditional of honesteaders days.” 


And an extract froma letter of a lady to her sister in 
Ontario describing her first visit to the hone of tir. and firs. 
Henry Schmidt: 


MWe were still several miles fron hone with a tired team 
land caboose and four tired children, when at 8 O'clock at night 
we cane to Mr. Schnidt's hone. 1 had never met then before. 
They took us all in at once and gave us the best of everything 
they had in their home. 





‘They had bought a new organ last fall and were anxious 
to hear me play it, Of course I did and we all enjoyed sone 
very fine singing in both Geran and English. 








When we went to retire we follnd we were given "tr. and 
Yee. Schmidt's room for ourselves and davy. The saby was 
Greased in German style in two large feather ticks, no blankets 





at all as we had always been used to. ‘Je never slép: bevter than 


that night’ and rose rested and refreshed 4 





In LOLO Dad took up the 5) 
his own far. 


Yow Let?s go yo Liverpool, 2 
The Erpress of Creland 

Anong the nany passe 
thelr two daughters, Alice and 
in April, caten the train to adena where they were net by son 
ana brother, John who had precedea then by a year. They rented 
and moved into che Cardy house which was west of Grandads place. 









. and irs. Jack Cowan were honesteading Mv 2 21, 36 and 
were in’need of a housekeeper. Word got around to Alice liosker 
Who accepted the job. low that was just next door (about a mile) 
to the Sehnidt hone on one side and Son, John's honestead on the 
other side. Well, John had to go to work his land and the short~ 
est route was right through Gowans yard. So with one thing and 
another pretty soon, Alice Hosker was opening the gate for John, 
Scheidt and this looked okay to hin, They tied the knot on April. 
20, 1916, moved into their own house and she has been his hause- 
keeper ever since and they are hail, hearty and HAPPY. 


Qn February 17, 1917 the stork made its first visit to the 
Schmidt house with frene, and followed through the next 15 years 
by me, Dennis on June 19, 1921, Gerald Fetruay 3, 1926 and Yernon 
oh August 20, 1932. 





d77 


‘The year 1937, Dad had put in 4 Saskatchewan winters and 
nother had endured’20, They agreed that milder clinates wer 
calling. So on Novenber 10 we loaded up our 1929 Oldsmobile, 
tied a small sleeper trailer behind and headed west to the 

balay Fraser Valley of British Colunbia where Mom, Dad and Irene 
still live. Gerald lives at Gibsons, B. C., Vernon in Aliceton, 
Ontario and I in the sunny Okanogan faliey of British Columbia 











Ny firet teacher at school was Miss Nona McKay, a lovely 
tolerant lady. She was followed by Miss Eva arrisén who was 
not there long enough for ne to pass judgement . I believe she 
was subbing for Mona when she was sick. Next was Marcin Bordsen 
and finally Miss Any Eskelson, another lovely lady whom T learned 


Ghildren attending during my school years included, Kenneth, 
Murtal, Wilva, “and Joan Donald, Yedsy and Rosella Avery’ Harry 
Linden, Bert and Phyllis Parish, Theima Gowan, Dorothy & Lester 
Weaver! tary, ‘stam , Steve, Peter, Dennis Prybelsiiy Joyce and 
Ro maid Netulness, Jimy & Audrey’ Baker, Evelyn Sunde, Foray 
Noore, Naryts brother and of course, ny’ sister Irene, 


I do have a few school days memories such as - One morning 
while riding sy pony throuch Parish's yard, T quietly got. past 
their dog, Pal sleeping on the step. I diszounted to open che 
gate but on closing it again, the wire aqueeked, awakening 

Ehe dog which cane nadly barfing and left four fang holes in my 
Little backside, so T being too bashfull to tell iiss MeKay, sat 
‘on one cheek ali day. 





Ye. Bordson had his problems to, with an elastic band 
Wielding students fired grains of wheat and buckshot at his bald 
pate while he busily wrote on the blackboard. He also found in 
his chair cushion a melting snowball and thunbtacks not to 
nention the black sooty drops on his head from melting snow- 
balls in the bracket chimney under which he sat. 





My first day of school is one to be remembered as T was 
put through an initiation by Joyce MeGuinness who had a Jong- 
ing for long hair. During both recess periods and all noon 
hour there were two kids running at full speed around the 
school yard, ne trying to stay ahead and Joyee trying to catch 
ap. 

‘That afternoon on reaching hone T begged Yon to cut my hair 
short, ‘she cave me a brush cut,therefore allowing me nore energy 
for school work. 





I got my first strapping fron Tiss MeKay for passing a note 
{ which ‘tuned out to be naughty ) from the girl in front of ne 
to the girl behind. No nanes please - they will know. 


I reached grade eight in June 1937, returning one after 
noon in October I believe it was, to get pictures of the whole 
zane. 
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Submitted by Trene Schnidt 
My gre 


father and grandnother Schmidt, although of 
German ancestry, were born near Odessa, Tuussia and emigrated to 
Rorth Dakota in'the 1880's along with Crandad's parents 

his brother and sisters. ‘They Laver moved to Yorkton, Sasks~ 
tchewan where my father was corn in 1692, They farned there 
tntii 1903 when they moved to Neadow Sank where Grandad took up 
a honestead, the Nit of section 26. Dad farned the S= i of 
Section 2h which was his homestead. 











nother, the forver Alice llosker, was born in Southport, 
Lanas, England’and came to Canada along with her parents and 
sister, Anelia in 1913. ‘nele Jack Hosker was already here, but 
he retaraed to England when the war 
















Mon and Dad we 
where we covinied to 2 
Columbia, We lived at L 
present hone in Mural 








aken there >y 

1723, As tine 

owan children, In surmertine 
eh 


Wo walked and in winter we wens by nonee anc ol 








We had our long holiday in er. School closed at 
Chrigtsas and did not open again until svout “arch. This way 
we did not have to travel during rly cold weather. 





I renenber that there was a wire fence down the 
the school yard in ny early days at school. The boys played 
on one side of the playeround, the girls on the other side 
Round the inside of the fence surrounding the yard wer 
ployed furrows to act as a fire guard in case of grass fires 
‘oreunately, we never had any. 

















When Twas 10 years old my parents, bought’ ne a red por 
ride to school. One morning in early winter there were icy 
patches on the’ road. “As we passed ofer the culvert the grade 
Was rather steep, the pony slipped and fell on her side on che 
grade with her feet pointing upward. T was caught. under- 
Reath her and could not get free as she was lying on my left 
Leg. However, as she bravely struggled to regain her feet, T 
wag able to get a little further out each tine she raised her- 
Self up a little. Eventually we both got back on our feet and 
continued on to school. 




















My teacher, during ny last school years was Yiona McKay. She 
also taught ny brother, Dennis who now lives near Penticton. ly. 
founger orother, Gerald also attended Duck Creek school for awhile 
Before we left. 'He now lives at Gibsons, 3. C. Vernon, the 

youngest is in Allison, Ontario. 
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‘Thonas Henry Seed 


I, Thomas Henry Seed or Harry, as I was known, born in 
England in the County of Lancaster’on June 26, 1908. My 
father was Mehard Henry Seed, a farn laborer. 


Mother, Clara Margaret (Saith) Seed. They were both 
English. I’have one brother, Willian Archie Seed, born in 
England on February 6, 1910. 


In the spring of 1911 we cane to Canada to Wadena and north 
to Meadow sank district, We lived NE 2 Sec, 28 36 12 Wand, and 
a few other farns around there. 


Since we lived too far fron school I did not start school 
until T'yas’cen years. old. I went to Orpington one year 1918) 
Elen changed to Duck Creek school tron 1619 to 1922, "then T gist 
Schoo! tovhelp at hones T'worked at hone until 1989, then 
worked out for @ year or two: 





In.1091 I narried Stella Osterlin, and we bought ti 2 
15-38-12 Wand fron C.,R. and we Lived there until 1972.Then 
gold it and noved to the town of Rose Valley. 


We bave a big garden on our lot and gp fishing quite a 
tot, aiso visit ourfamily. We bave one girl and folr boys 
30 that kept us busy. 


The Seranstad fanily - submitted by Olga Patrick 


Nickolat Seranstad cane to Canada from Norway in 1906 and 
settled in Winnipeg, Nanitoba and worked as a carpenter, In 1909 
Hare Fioscrand gan 20 Winnipeg, cron Ylorway, to 08 married. 

They were married June 1, 1910 living on in Winnipeg for a tine 
and oldest child, Sylvia, being rborn there. 








Later, they took up a honestead north of Winnipeg at 
Mulvihill, Nanitota where their other five children were born. 


Dad, not being a farser, went back to his forngr occupa 
tion and’bogan bullding elevators, working for the Searie Grain 
Gogpany for aany yearss ‘iinenever he wrote hone, chere was Og 
1QrP ernie dectorkead stationery of the Searle Grain, bu we 
children ali thoupie 4¢ stood for Seranstad. 


We attended Nora school at “ulvinill, only two and one half 
niles from hone. 





Like all’ children, we got in a bit of trouble. We had been 
forbidden to play on the threshing machine separator, but in spite 
Of it, Mac would continue to slide on the olevator of the machine, 
and one day fell and hurt his arn. . We laid hin in the straw 
Stack to rest, Dut it didnt help the pain, so we finally had to 
confess to mother who found he had a broken ara. ie had to be 
taken into Winnipeg to the hospital, as that was the closest point 
for any medical problems. 
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In 1927 Dad cane hone and said he had a half section of land, 
at a place called Hendon in Saskatchewan, so we loaded all our 
household effects and livestock in two box cars and headed west 
arriving at Hendon on April 10, ‘%r. Martin Tweidt met us with 
the team and sleigh and took us to Oscar Soderquists to stay, 
they found the roof had fallen in on what was to be our new hor 
Dad and Sig got busy and put a new roof on and added a kitchen 
‘and soon we were in our new hone. Later an upstairs, a pernan- 
ent kitchen and another bedroon was added. 








Yow we children had to start school at Rotnun. Our first year 
we all had mumps, one after the other, so missed a lot of school. 
and had a long holiday. 


Shortly after we came to Hendon, Our cousin, Sven Hanson, 
came from Norway and stayed with us.” The next year his brother, 
Arni came and called hinself Arni Fiostrand as he lived on the 
Flostrand farm in Norway. Arni married Yabel Lindstrom, who 
‘aught school at Rotnimn. 


‘The following year, their 
father cane from Norway and his 
nane was lians Anderson. Brother 
John also arrived and later they 
all changed their surname to 
Flostrand, They built a house 
just across the main road and 
South of our home place, now owned 
by Carl Tweidt. 


The cousins all worked with 
Dad on elevator work. 


Arni_now lives in Burnaby, 
B.C. and Sven Lives in Keowatin, 
Ontario, John lived at Warren, 
Nangtoba and since passed away. 
Uncle Hans returned to Norway: 


Dad stayed on elevator work 
for many years, After we children 
grew up and left hone, mother was 
‘much of the tine, and 
it was one of these tines while 
alone ‘that the house caught fire 
and burned down. Dad, and ac, 
Me, & Mies. N. Seramstad who was also on elevator work, cane 
frome and built a new one-storey. 
house, At that tine Mac decided 








to stay home and do the farming. 


Dad retired every fall, but when spring care he once again got 
itchy feet and cane out of Fetirenent, out finally after a few years 
of this, he stayed hone doing carpenter work in the local areas. 
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Dad travelled quite a lot in their later years, 
‘obese. 





Mother a 
twice to Norway and winters usually at the East or Wes! 





Zn 1960 they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, and 
they could also look back, on 33 years spent in the Rotnun district. 
Nother served on the local school board for sone years and bath 
Mother and Dad instranental in organising the local Evangelical 
Free Church, They lived on the farm until Dad passed away in 196) 
and Mother in 1962. 


Sylvia Sintshed her schooling in Manitoba so went to Snow's 
School in Regina to take up dressmaking, millinery and tatloring. 
She had her firet shop in Wadena in the Kingland hone. Myrtle 
Torgerson and myself stayed with her and went to school there. 


Later Sylvia noved her shop to Kelvington, working there 
for sone tine until she married Bernard Suttle of Wilkle, Saska- 
tehewan. ‘They farned at Wilkie for a few years, then moved to 
Thunder Bay, Ontario where they still live. Sylvia worked as 
nurses aide in a nursing hone there for sone years, but now they 
are doth retired. They have one son, Garry who is’narried with 
{wo children and they live nearby. fernard and Sylvia spend a 
Lot of time at the lake in summer, also manage to cone back to 
Hendon district quite often to check up on the rest of the family. 























Sigtred wont, to Rotmun School for a short while, then on 
reavinge wane with Bad on elevaccr work for awbties *In 2937 he 
Ageritgdbty Uatranen ana’ soon after they moved £9 Sunny lens 
Mar Plaidetwnete’he sought grain for Sees yours. During the war 
Efep moved ce tontroaly shord ig was a cackinist inserusvor for 
Skedaten’bropetivoss” they’ cave Gack to farm in iobke 





‘They had four children who all attended: Rotnum School. Carol 
yecane al nurse and Lives’ in Hoose Jaw, she is married to thirray 
ohnstone. 


Loglio tae is @ laboratory technictan, working in the hospi- 
tal at Claresholn, Alberta. She is married to David Atkinson. 


Debra lives at Laconbe, Alberta and is a computer and field 
crops technologist with Albérta Agriculture. 





Mayne worked for Sask Tel for many years, then moved to Salmon 

wb. where ne Works for 3.C. Tel. He is married to Gertrude 
d has two children, Douglas and Cheryl. Sig passed 
Yabel now lives in Wadena. 


Ara, 
Senstlenberg. an 
away in 1976 an 











Olga went to Rotnun School, then took her high school in 
Wadena. Olga, Mabel and abel Garrison did light housekeeping 
fora couple of years. Wone of us knew how to cook, but it wasn't 
‘boo important as they went hone every weekend, and the mothers 
packed food for another wook. By Friday ratiéns were slin and 
Favel would eqncoct sovething 2ike pancakes, giving ita fancy nane 
‘Twiss-a-la-node. Mabel has the recipe on request! 











Olga then moved to Kelvingyon where she did hairdressing, then 
rarried fred Patrick. They have three children, Gerald, Patricia and 
Roy. 
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Gerald and his wife, Marguerite own and operate the Golden 
Toyota at Golden, B.C. ‘they have four children. Patricia and 
her husband, Mervin Clark have three children and they farm seven 
niles east of Rotnun School.site. 


Roy_and his wife, Rhonda have two children and live in 
Golden, 3. C. as well where they own and operate the A. & 


drive in, as ‘well as the ‘ohawk service station. 








Fred and Olga operated & store, locker plant and the Auction 
Yarket at Relvingson until they sod out in f07h and revived, They 
doa lot of travelling, since purchasing a motor hone but svill 

hake their hone in Kefvington and are enjoying thelr free tine. 


Yao (Nagnua) went out on elevator work after he left Rotnun 
school but in T9;T he decided to stay hone and decone a farner. 
He also began helping Jessie Mahlun, the local auctioneer at 
auction sales, acting as his clerk, After getting a bit of pracx 
tice in auctidnesring, he decided he wanted to decome one as well, 
and went to School in’Mason City Towa and decane an auctioneer 











Mao narried Hilda Anderson of Wadena who worked as nurses 
aide at the local hospital. They continued to live on the farn 
until 197), when they moved to the northern outskirts of Wadena 
They operated the Wadena Auction ‘larket until Jan, 1980 when they 
01d to P25 Feed Lot, Their daughter, "arcella attended Rotnun 
sehool, took buisness College in Saskatoon and later narried 
Merlin’Wokangon, a local doy. They now ake their hone in Edmonton 
where “Marcella Is busy looking after three children. Son, Bredl; 

hitting the local night spots 
in Bic. as } since his narriage to Elaine 
Greenberg. Mac is seni-retired but still likes to keep his hand 
in real estate. 














Mabel went fron Rotnua School to Yadena Tigh School, then 
gn to ilinnipeg where she entered Ceneral Hospital to becéne an 2M. 
She continued to nirse av the Ceneral after graduating, then 

to nurge in tialifax during the var years. There she nes bon Tiacr 
erson who had joined the flavy “ledical corps and was interning and 
after their nazriage, they cave west for thelr honeymoon. Don had 
Hever been on a farn, due Tac put hin to work to haul grain with a 
tractor and trailer as io was harvest tine. After mich trial and 
error, he was able to rake the hilis with fis Toad and enjoyed 
Hisvciperdonce, they have four children and all the tantly, Live in 
Ontario: Daughter, llargaret, a Sookveeper, is narried and lives in 
Toroate, son fawdén, ia in insurance, Tolioving Fis fathers Footsteps 
Adopted’ aauenters, Linda and Diane ive in aterioo. “abel and Don, 
continue to‘live in ateriao since their retivenent, but. spend a 
good deal of tine at Lake Sincoo in the sumer where they Fave a 
fouse boat and in the winter they go south wich the birds. 


























Alna, our baby sister, went to Rotman School, and then took 
three years at Two Rivers ible Institute at Carléa Sask. In Tur 
she left for Prince Rupert where she narried lioward Toftager, for- 
nerly of Hendon. 
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While living there, Alna was always busy, driving nilk truck, 
dental assisstant, she liked to try something new! After spending 
sone years in Terrace where both their ehildren were born, they 
moved to Surrey B.C. Where Alna operated the Cedar Crove Mot 
while Howard worked'in the office of B.C. highways at Cloverdale. 





In 1977 they sold their Vote) and retired to Kanloops, where 
their son Terry lives. He is married, has two children and’is an 
accomplished nusician, operating a misic store in Swahali Centre 
in the city of Kamloops, Daughter Laurie, also an accomplished 
Musician and teacher. She is married and’lives in Vancouver, where 
she still has a position pertaining to Bducation, with 3.c. Govt. 


Submitted by Alna Toftager (Seranstad) 


My first teacher was Miss Burnet, the year 1927 I think. Others 
were Miss Bryant, Mr. Spencer, Miss Dalshag, !liss Lindstron and 

Mr. Leitch. the teachers in mj mind as a child were the models of 
behavior, dress, language and knowledge for the district. 





I have met several of those teachers in recent years and was 
suxpriged to Hind Mss. Bryant fa auch a saat iady.” She’ seanod_ so 
much bigger to ne when I was in the lower grades. She is a sweet 
Tady sefii. 


When Migs. Lindstrom was teaching, it nade ne feel quite in 
portant to carry her notes to my cousin, whom she later married 
and to bring his notes to her. 





While she voarded at Garrison's, I often had a ride to school 
with her. In the winter time Leslie and I would scoop up snow and 
make snownals and she would throw then at Rodney the horse to get 
a bit more speed. 





We enjoyed softball, football, spelling and geography bees. Tt 
seoned as if we practised for weeks for the Christmas program. Tt 
was the highlight of the year. 





During History class, I renenber making sets of eyes on a 
narrow strip of paper cutting slits by the ears of King Henry VII 
in ny dook. After readving the original eyes in the picture, T ine 
sented the otripy and uy sliding it back and forth, produced comical 
expressions to the face. I think Julius Caesar and others got the 
sane treatment. It nade history more interesting. 





Leaving out the next forty or more years, we. are living in 
Kamloops, "trying to retire". lioyard and I have two grown and narried 
children’ and two grandchildren. ‘(Zante it anaging how snart and. good 
grandchildren are?) fe attend an active chiren, have many triende 
and are thankful for good health, we are enjoying life. 
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Submitted by Sylvia Suttle (Scranstad). 


T have been away from the Rotnun- Yendon district for forty 
five years, buy I can still renender the good neighbors: The Garr— 
ison's, Mlahlun's, Twiedt's, Hanson's, Carlson's, Ostliets and 
any, ‘any more. Our nother was on the school board, and I renenber 
Br. Garrison and lr, Mlahlun being on the board at the sane tine- 
who else I cannot recall. 








I did not attend Rotnun School, as I had finished school by 
the yige we moved fom Mlvihiil Nah, where my father had hone- 
steaded. 





th ny parents had originally cone from Norway and Dad being 
a carpenter by trade, worked for the Searle Grain for many years. 
{ can still renenber the Seo. we lived on, Sec.Th-36-13, three 
and one half miles east of Hendon to be exact. 








Bernard and I are now retired here in Thunder Day. 


Submitted by Mabel MacPherson 
(Seranstad, 


T_degan Rotnus 8 
Grade TY after consi 





The Seranstad Panily. 





Submitted by Mabel Seranstad (C 








Iwas born and raised in the Rotnun district on the M.l-h2ke 
36-53. T started school in 1924 at the age of five, provably to keep 
fy brother Leslie company. lly first teacher was Elsie arice of Wadena. 








I must have had a series of very good teachers for in June 1930 
I wrote my Departvental exans for grade eight at the Victoria Park 
School which had been declared a centre. 


I can recall after writing exans all day, I quize often had to 
walk hone the four wiles, as Dad was busy in the #ields and our 
mode of transportation was the horse and bigey. 
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Z pink 1 must have been! a real tomboy and the bone of my roa 
chers life. For I can recall quite a few tines having to be punished 
for fighting; Samy Evans and I always seened to want to sweep our 
boots off at the sane tine! 


‘Two of the annual events for which I have fond memories are the 
Christas Concert and the end of the year school picnic, I can still 
taste the good honenade ice cream, made with lots of rich cream and 
gees and timed Tor hours by hand’ tn Seranstad!s wooden ice. cream 

‘reser. 





Sone of mm classnates were Sylvia Harrison, Sela Soderquist, 
Dorothy Evans and Mabel Seranstad. (Wow a sister-in-law). 


I was married in 1037 to Sig Scranstad and our first home was 
at Sunny Glen Sask., where he bought grain, until 1942. When we 
noved to Montreal, due., where he was a machinist. In 1944 we moved 
back and lived at’ Hendon, were we took over my father's fara and 
had expanded our operations, until Sig passed away in 1976. 


I have rented the farm and an presently living in the town of 
Wadena. 


Our four children are scattered, Wayne in Salmon Arm B.C. 
Carole, in ‘foose Jaw and two youngest daughters in Alberta. 


Submitted by Wayne Seranstad. 


Iwas born to proud parents Sig and Mabel Seranstad, at Unity, 
‘Dad was @ grain buyer for the Searle Grain Co., av nearby 






My sister, Carole followed xe by two years and then, in ToL2 
was thrée years old, we moved to Montreal, where Dad was a 





pachinist for Canadian Propellors, While in Montreal, Carole and T 
had many French playnates, so by the tine we returned to the Rotnum 
@istrict in T94i we could’ both speak French fluently. 


Dad began farming on my grandfather Garrison's farm and in tine 
‘two nore sisters arrived, Leslie and Debbie. 


Carole and I were the caretakers of Rotaun School for sone tine 
and hauling water, lighting fires and sweeping floors. I renenber one 
Ineident when we were on our way to school with the horse and tobage~ 
an and our cream can of water. The bottom cane out of the tobaggan, 
out went Carole and the cream can. No one was hurt and I often think 
that the caretaking jod was good experience for us. 





the most part my days in Rotnun were very pleasant. I reme~ 
nber the nany social events, halloweten parties, box socials and 
wristmas Concerts. Sports were a very important part of our school 
«Two of my teachers Mir. NeGrenera and Mir. Harcourt, both had us 
such Involved in track and Meld and soft ball, Frank would load 
in the back of his half ton INTERNATIONAL truck and take us to 
pall at Duck Creek School. We used to win all those gamestt! Our 
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‘fHeld meets were held at Meadow Bank and Waden 





After leaving high school in Wadena. T married Gerturde Schilten- 
berg of Kindersly, T'm working for Sask. Tel. We now have two children 
Douglas age 13, and Cheryl aze 12 years. 





We moved here to Saluon Arn in the sunny Okanagan, in 1974 
and an presently employed with 3.C, Tel. 


Submitted by Carole Johnstone (Scranstad). 





nenory is undoutedly not as sharp as that of my grandfather 
Jay Garrison; There are however, a few scattered recollections about 
Rotnum School days, 


Me. Wilfred Harcourt is the first teacher that I can recall. tie 
renains in my mind as the one who suggested to my parents that T'ne~ 
feted an oye exanination, probably frustrated by ny wrong answers, he 
was certain there was either a mental handicap or a vistial handicap, 
and chose to pursue the later possivility, Getting glasses, and nov 
ing frowa'worid of fussiness Lnto a world of atsefnet, and 
colors was a great event of my primary grades. And to Tir. 
Gelignt T actlally made sone progress in school work. 








The years following are a medley of menories; school pier 
with honenade ice crean, Christmas concerts, recesses and noon hours 
Spent "acting" in our Caragana hedge settings, tobaggan and cutter 
rides to school and making hot chocolate for dinner, using "real 
crean. 


‘Then in 1952 I started a diary and with its help recall a very 
confusing year. ‘iise Yarion Allen was hired as supervisory teacher 
until Oct, 31st. For the month of Novenber, Mrs. T. Avery taught 
us and following her departure the students worked at hone with the 
aid of correspondence courses. When Rotnum finally did hire a teacher, 
fie. Prank YeGrenera on Jan. jth, 1953 our education was back on the 
right trail, for in my diary notation on Jan. 6th, I read "Dear D. 
‘The new teacher threatened to strap us toda: 














Besides the confusion, 1952-53 also gave us a lot of fun. That 
was the year the entire school took part in printing a newspaper and 
Yearned Hew skills many of us have probably never forgotten. 








fable". Even though the advice isn't always implenented in later years. 
The impression renains on ny mind. 


hen Mr. NoGrenera left in June of 1953, our school term with 
a new teacher Nes. Mary Gutek-began. By this’tine our nunbers had 
Gvindled and there remained only three grade eight students. Always 
Wanting her students to do "their Beaty Mrs. Gutek offered us 1.00 
bash fer each mark of 100% in our JUne' 195i, exams. Im not sure how 
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much money she had to spend, but her idea really motivated us. 


As this term ended we undoutedly were very anxious to leave 
Rotnun School and get_on with sonething "bigger". Only now when 

‘jenordes to feed on, do we realize that Rotnun NAS the 
Mbiggest™ and "best". 





Submitted by Leslie Atkinson (Scranstad). 


Iwas the third child born to Sig and Mabel Soranstad the year 
after they left Wontreal to take up farning in the fotnun district, 
My first hone was on the N.l.t 2b- 36-13, later moving to the N.W.t 
33--36-13. Ny fret teacher was Wilf Harcourt from Leroy, Sask. And 
in ny final year was Don Leitch, Frank MoGrenera and Vary Gutek were 
Hi Beoweon. Hyctassnates were Vario Twoidi, Hay Gutek and Arlene 








Sone of ay nost vivid nenories of school days was my intense 
Aislike of the multiplication tables and I always seemed to manage 
to miss school on the day we were to be sent to the voard to write 
then out. 


I liked to drive the horse and cutter and race around corners, 
sonetines upsetting the whole thing, was great fun, when all went 
well. I often wonder if Calvin renenbers wearing his bib overalls 
£0 school, being of slight build, was a prine target for Robert and 
Bliery to’pick up and hang hin by the straps of his overalls on the 
coat hooks in the cloakroom. 


Like my brother and sister before me, I had a stint at being 
caretaker. ty first pay cheque was a real thrill! After graduation 
fron Wadena laugh, went on to University in Regina. T graduated as 
a Fospital Laboratory Technoligist in 1966. 





lowing graduation, T worked in Wadena, and Stanton Tellow- 
knife W.if,T. f then took a year to return to University in Saskatoon, 
Next onto ST, Peters Vospital in Melville, Followed by a two year 
stint in the far northern port of Frobisher Bay. On my return T took 
8 position at the University Hospital in Saskatoon, Once more T 
thought 1 was tine for @ change, and was the successfull applicant 
av the General Hospital in Clareshoin Alta. 





It would seem I have becone a pernenent resident here, as I 
was married in April 1078 to a native son of Claresholn, David 
Atkinson. 





Submitted by Debbie Scranstad. 


I was the youngest of four children, two sisters and one brother, 
born to Sig and Mabel Scramstad. #y the tine T was ready to start 

school, ny older sister Leslie was being bussed to Wadena for her high 
School: I never minded walking to school by myself, for I recall what 
fun it"was to stop and put out food for the rabbits, Not that I could 
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get near thon, ut if T didn't happen to, like the nena for the day 
could always leave bits of it inthe ditch along the way, hoping 
the rabbits would find it. 


Don Leitch was ny first teacher for the first three years and 
ny most vivid recollection was singing solo "Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer". Attired ina brand new red velvet dress, needless to say 
singing did not become my career. 





In I96k, by the tine I was ready to enter grade V, a decision 
had been madé to close Rotnum school and bus the children to Wadena. 
Lloyd Nelson of Hendon was my last teacher. Larry Tweidt was a class~ 
nate of mine through public and high school. 








I graduated fron High School in 1971 and after taking a year at 
university in Saskatoon, I got the urge to travel. In 1978-73 1 spent 
seven months travelling through Burope, the last three months being 
spent in Norway working, studying the danguage and contacting my dads 
relatives. 


Again in 1973-74 I spent six months in New Zealand and Australia 
and then decided it was tine to complete my education. In 1977 I 
graduated fron the University in Saskatoon in Land Use and Envoron= 
mental Studies, That win accepted a temporary position in 
Tethbridge Alta, at the Research Station and later with Alberta Fish 
and Wildlife in'Red Deer. I then went on to a permanent position 
With Alberta Agriculture in Laconbe Alta. as Computor and Field 
Crops Technologist, where I am presently employed. 








Submitted by Marcella Hokanson (Scranstad). 


My nenories of Rotnum School days get a bit haay, but I do 
renenber my teachers and classmates for the most part. 


In’grade I Mr, Harcourt was ny teacher with Robert Ladubec and 
Ellery Leepart ny classmates. Then cane Frank NcGrenera, ‘irs Gutek 
Don Leitch and for a few months Narion Allen did her duty in helping 
keep our school open for want of a teacher. 


I can remerber the cold winter days when we drove to school 
with the hore and toboggan, using hot bricks to keep us warn. 


Another menory is of everyone drinking water froma pail and 
all using the sane dipper. All went well and no thought of gerns, 
Until we found a dead mouse in the water supply. 





Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Smith. 


Wayne and Gladys Suith came to the district fron Goranach Sask. 
in April 193;, They lived on the N.£.t II. In the summer of 193) they 
moved to the Wolverton district. Had a fantly of three sons, 
Burton and Tawerance, Gerald who passed away when a baby.Two daughters, 
Vera and Carlene. 








‘They retired in Wadena. Wayne passed away, And later Gladys 
parried les Gegrge Ganpell. "Arter cGorge passed avay Cladys noved 
£0 Saskatoon. She now has moved to Winnipeg were she has retired. 
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Burton and Lawerance both went to school at Duck Creek. They went 
fron April 1934 till the end of June. 

Burton was in the American Air Force, In the second World War 
he servet fron 1939 to 1045, He wade the Services his lifes career 
and now laves in Florida. 


Lawrence was in the Canadian Arny Serving over seas in the 
second Worla War. 


Lawrence now lives in Winnipeg, has a fanily of three. 
Mr. and Mrs. Severt Sunde. 


Evelyn was the only daughter of Severt and Ines Sunde. They had 
moved into the Rotnun area after coning fron south western Saskatchewan. 





‘They Lived, for a tine with Ineg's nother, “irs. Distad, and 
farmed ‘the livE.} 8-30-12, the land now owned by Ken Leitch, 





Yrs. Digtad, a widow, later married A.!.Anderson, owner of the 
local store in liendon. Evelyn attended Duck Creek as well as Rotnun 
Schools. 





Her cousin, Stewart Whipple attended Duck Creek for a time in 
the 1028-29 tern. 


Mr. & Mes, Sven Torgerson 


Syen Torgerson was born at St. Peters, Nicolet County, Minnes- 
ota while Petrina Hlartinson was born at Boda, Norway, coming to 
fonda, North Dakova with her mother, brothers and sisters in 1896, 
at thé age of twelve years. 


After Living in the U.3.A. for sone tine after their marriage, 
Me. Eire. Torgerson noved to Piapot, Saskatchewan. in 1930 they 
noved fron there with their fanily to the lendon ~ Rotnum area. 


Me.t: Nes. Torgerson ALL of their daughters 

attended Rotnum School, the 
boys being older had ré~ 
ceived their schooling in 
Plapot. 














irs, Torgerson vas 
busy nogher = her chiidren 
Spek of seeing her churn 
{hg butter using her foot to 
operate the churn while 
hitting socks and doing a 
Hit of Feating on the side. 
During her stay in che Rot 
istrict she took on the 


num d 
Janitor duties for the 
‘school and when she had se— 
rubbed the floor you knew it 
had been scrubbed! 
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Mr, & Nes. Torgerson are both renenbered anong the neighbors 
for their thoughful ness and gave a helping hand to anyone in need. 
Mrs. Torgerson was midwife for many of the babies born in this area. 


‘Ton Whitehead, who lived on the next farm to Sven, speaks of 
the spring when seeding was at hand, and he was laid up with his 
Sacist Sven'was on the scene without hesitation, offering to do his 
seeding. 


Many good social gatherings were in the Torgerson hone and 
their two younger daughters, Lillian and Frances were great little 
Singers and people loved to hear then sing. A great favorite of 
that tine was "ireck of the old 97” 











trs. Torgerson were able to celebrate their 65th Wedding 
fly and friends. 


Mee & 
Anniversary together, with their 





ies. Torgerson passed away in Lanigan hospital at age 90, and 
Sven later ava fursing hone in Saskatosn, age Se 





LAllian Coen (Torgerson) 





Iwas the fifth child born to Mr. 2 ‘irs. Sven Torgerson while 
they were Living at Plapot. in all we were a fanily of seven 
children, brothers Gilbert of Lintlaw, Percy of Piapot, Sidney of 
Galgary and sisters, “rele Spencer of Surrey, B.C. , Frances Leitch 
of Leroy and Jeanette Hamilton of Quesnel, 3.6, 





I narried Sighried Goen of Lanigan in July 141. He bad noved 
to lantgan in 1939 and being @ pharnaciet, had purchased a drugstore 
Which we operated until Deceter of 1978.” We have purchased a house 
Tn Lanigan and are now enjoying our retirenent. 

have a fantly of two children. Garth and his wife, Trene 
have two daughtors, Kendra and Ananda ond they Live in Saskatoon 
jaughter Gail and her fusband, Garry Hruska have one daughter, 
Andrea and live in Kinverly, 8, C. 

















and Nes. Martin Tweidt, 
subaitted by Bella Tweidt 





In the year of nineteen twenty- 
four and the month of October, the 
Hartin Tweidt fantly piled into the 
already packed (in ant outside) ‘odel 
T Ford, all nine of us, to the anaze~ 
ment afd concern of our good friends 
and neighbors, to leave our Yorth 
Dakota'farn hone and the land of our 
birth and childhood of us children, for 
a journey of adventure and a new abode. 
Ae" the sane tine we were a sober bunch 
hat norning, leaving the old home and 
all our friends and school nates. 
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‘This journey took us five days, driving east and west yet 
heading for the north,there being nd definite main roads. Dad 
depended on directions given at stops. Entering Canada at North 
Portal, we drove into Estevan for the firet night stop-over » the 
second night found us in Regina, then Balearres, the third night 
going through Qu'Appelle Valley ’down the then steep hills was an 
adventure in itself. Almost too much so, as we cane down rather 








Suitely on the winding road, then going Sp the other pide. te 
Ascided 20 get out ae one point and sraced 

wheels for & stop, sefore oir 

Felie?. ‘ie had packed 

z °: 


stones against the hind 
on, We arrived at the top with 








of he fanily becane restless, needing action by Tid~ 
g the ear door as his horse. This requifed holding on to his 

3 old and this went on at odd tines during the 
Detober weather was in our favor and we passed 
‘all along the way. “Ye found ourselves at’ Kanda 
nignt ina fovel. The next morning we looked out with 
Surprise at che large cody of water, Could this nayde de the Arctic 
Gcean? (20 us prairfe sorn children} 

















‘Then we drove on to Sheho and then to Vadena. After a short 
tine of inpection there, we went on north and fod we were at the 
Claus Oberg far where a crowd was gathered. Avter getting direct- 
east, we cave to the 0. Soderquist farm known to Dad, 
we were invited Tor supper. énally that evening, we. 
he Julins Jonson farn, our journey's end. ‘The svall 
downstairs and Svaller upstairs, yet we found 
the floor at first for sone of us, though the 
furnished. 





















The next day was Sunday. T renenber “fr. and ‘irs. Carl Hanson 
walked down to offer vs their friendsiip and help, which they and 
others cave to ls. 





week of good weather continued, so we were able to get sone- 
with host of our clothes did now 

‘The following fall T returned to llendon 

ia of crowing ‘seys. 34 















to help “other in 
veantine, het varied 







er during the years 


in our fanily, ine 






done 1@ near neighbor- 

Fevarned south border and on to Seattle, 

a where T prepared for and entered the ‘lursing 

red there. Ivreturned to the Hendon area alvost. 
ever expanding fanily units. 











There has been progress and inprove .gted on each visit, 
in the “adena and Nendon areas with 1 se OF the country. The 
roads now paved for travelling are way veyond what we first drove 
over coring up in that faithful old "odel 7 Tord! 
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Mabel Henrietta Dressler (Tweidt) 


I came from Plaga, North Dakota in October 102k with my 
varents, five brothers and a sister, Then in 1927 brother, 

jonald Henry was born, ie moved onto a farn in the Rotnun district, 
agout 32 miles east o* the Rotnum School. 1 attended Rotnum school. 
for a few years and the teachers were iss Brice, lenry Lowen and 
Percy lieffren. 











Our neighbors were a very friendly and grand people like the 
Hansons, Gariaons, Reunens, farrisons, Sederguista, “acs and nany 
others. 





I recall it was a cold winter,the temperatures going down to 
50 or more below zero, Our father had told us there were many 
prairie chickens and partridges. They were so tane you could just 
Bo ont and hit then on the head, so o” course Carl, Alfred and I got 
oh our skis » then across the sfiow to cet sone for’dinner. fe had 
Seen told that they were cood to eat, however, we found out that 
ibwasn't quite that easy. 














The nail cane in to Hendon by train abou e days a week, 
and the post_ office was in the Arvid Anderson's store. 1) 
about the only place of business in Hendon then. 

















T used to go_for the nail by horseback on a white horse called 
Lady. At tines, I would also ride a grey dappled horse and he was 
called Jack. young people of our fanily also got around 
ordinary toboggan pulled by one horse. I also recall 

from Hendon driving out to our fai dog sled an 
dogs. 












In 1920 I narried a dashing school teacher, by the nane of 
Rudy Dressler, who cave to ctoria Park School near Hendon. 
‘That Location’ now is Held. ‘le lived at Victoria 

Park for a year and ineboridge, Saskatohewan; Rudy's 
hone district. 






Subnitted by Alfred J. Tweidt 


I ingigrated, with ny parents, fron Plaga, ‘orth Dakota, U.S.A. 
arriving in’tho iléndon area’ in Detdoer 12h. 





iy father was a farner by occupation and he purchased a farm 
in the Rotnun Senool District. The farnststead lecation was 
te P'Sec. 12, Swap. 96, Range 13, W.2nd 





fartin and Yala Tweidt, both of Yorwegian descent, had eight 
ohildre: @ all bat One were with then when they cave to 
Ganada. Della, Carl, vabel, Alfred, Telvin, Sennie, Selmer were 
the children who imugrated: Donald was born on the farm in the 
Roth District. 














1 segan 4n the fourth grade at Kotnun, and Af ny nevory serves 
so rigne’ thefe wore chpee Eltis in nie shade; ‘ary and Gwen 2 
een ners were sr eeSalls the sehosl enfolvent, included f 
and iene cartons arrisgne fats and’ Linnea fangon, Toy 

Sylvia, and Leonard, aor ed" bvon Evans, tagea Carisof 
Yabel, Melvin and Alfred Tweidt. The’teacher was 
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I completed my Eighth grade 1926-29, The teacher then was 
Charlie Spencer. Those who wrote their exans in that year were: 
Olga and fagnus Scranstad, Mary and Owen Evans, Leslie Garrison 
and myself. 

My most vivid menories of ay school days were the years it 
was ny job to have the old stove going so that the school was warned 
up for the arrival of the other students. It meant getting up 
early in the mornings and walking 1: miles in weather sometimes 
55 degrees below sero. 


After coupleting my school years, I farmed in the Rotnun 
@istrict for a nunber of years. In 1951 I married Dorothy Hardy 
‘and noved to Vadena, Saskatohewan where I was in business for 27 
years until I retired in 1972. “ty wife and I still reside in Vadena. 





Bennie Andrew Tweidt 


I, Bennie Andrew Tweidt was born to Martin Daniel and Inger 
Marie fweidt, in May 25, 1920 at Plama, North Dakota, U.S.A 


In the fall of 192h at the age of AL yoara, vogether with 

ay parents, two alsters, Dolla, fabel and four’ brothers, Carl, 

Mefed; Velvin and Seier set out in a 1917 Ford touring car for 
Sec. 12 tap.36 range 


our new hone at Hendon, Saskatchewan, the NE? 
her's profession. 


13 W2ND, Tarning and carpenter work being my 





Both my parents were born and raised in Yorway, having emi 
grated to the United States in the early 1000%, lly other was the 
forner Inger tari Urdahl. 








4, in the spring of 1926 T commenced school at Rotnum school 
fugu.” During wy gchgol years 2 had several teachers, itis iumett, 
‘iss Bryant, firs. Yack, Charlie Spencer, Miss H. Lindstrom, Miss 

ig and D.B. Leiteh. 





3, Dalsha’ 





classmates at Rotnum were Johnand Edith Hanson, Alna 
Seranstad and for a short while Gladia Anos. 


After quitting school in 1936, T worked on the fara for Carl 
Fanson duritg the swe months and for one year anda hal? at 
the Post Office at “Wadle lake as assistant Postnasters 





For a nunber of years while attending school I had the job 
as firenan at the school. I renenber many cold and storny, dark 
winter mornings having to walk the distance of approxinately one 
Gnd a hal? miles to school and coax a stubsorn wood @tove into 
heating an uninsulated building to a resenblance of warnth before 
the pupils arrived. 











On cold Dligeardy days, the building just would not warm up 
and then it was tre rule of the day to stay fully clothed in outer 
wear for most of the day. Our feet were constantly cold. ‘e always 
Fad to ‘eep our lunok buckets sacked under and around the sto 

0 keep fron freeming, 





In those days which were the years of the "dirty thirties" 
ny wages Were ten cents a day (and how T froge for those few cents 
a day). Iwas allowed one box of natehes per winter or season of 
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firing. T renenber one year running snort of matches, so put in 
requisition for an extra box. (the cost of a box of natches at that 
tine was ten cente per box). Iwas sorely reprinanded for using 60 
any matches! iow Litcle they understood how stuovorn that old 
wood stove could ve on windy cold days. 





In the spring of 1942 I enlisted in the United States Navy, 
Atver my basic training at San Diego, California, I spent the 
renaining war years serving abroad a'U.S. Destroyer in the South 
Pacific, Aleutian Islands, Philippines, Malasia and Indonesia areas. 





After my discharge fron the Ya 


: fn the winter of 1945, T pur- 
chased the farm I now live on. » 





In the month of June, 1946 T married Hertha Malkenthin of Middle 
Lake, Saskatchewan, having met her before the war, while working at the 
Post iOffice there. 





We raised three children, two daughters and one son. Donna, 
Yrs, Robert Mcwen of Quill Lake, Lowell, who is presently 

in fuala Limpur, Jolasia wich Imperial 041 and our youngest, Kath 
lyn is a dental assistant at ledicine liat, Alberta. 








For the past ten years Ihave been working as office clerk and 
Insurance Saleanan with A.J. Tweidt Agencies and presently with the 
new agents, Wadena Agencies Ltd. 


We still Live on the farm which we have rented to one of our 
nephews. 


Donna TeBwen (Tweidt) 


rates al Mate deatess che SPUR 88 3e 
AES. 


Dad was of Morwegian descent ,and came fron Worth Dakota as a 
poy tn 2o2he “Yon was’ of Copan degeant,, her fanity nane being 
Molkenthin, and was born and raised at ‘tiddle Lake. 





I renenber les. Frank Gutek as ny first teacher and then 
Don Leiteh. 


No,bad the Janitor duties for a fev years and T also renenver 
a few of the activities taking place at Rotnun. We always had a 
Bingo and Turkey shoot in Novenber, and so when the Lutefish supper 
cane around in Hendon, we sehool children would go ther and sell 
Hlekets on the coning turkey shoot. From the money taken iny each 
PopHT would be elven’ certain, anoint to onder a Christnas alee 

‘of themselves, ‘which they would then receive the night of the concert. 
Te seemed aa though most of the month of Decenber was spent practis- 
ing for the concert. 


We girls used to nake playhouses in the carragana hedge west of 
the school and in sunner spent most of our recesses and noon hours 
playing there. 


‘There was an empty dugout east of the barn on the Schau property 
and boys and girls together would play cowboy and Indians from there. 
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rls always seemed to help the younger ones and we 
tine on warn June days, studying outside in the 
ing ready for-our June exams. 











2 older 
spent part of ¢) 













ried a farm boy, Ro! 


¢ NeBwen of Quill Lake, Saska~ 
two childr 






Carl Twelde 











fartin Twetdt, enigrated fron Norway to the U.S.A. 

ar'1°05, After workin; on farns and lunber cams for’a 

ars in ‘tinnesota he hovesteaded near Plaza, Norch Dakota 

“other also cave out fron ‘lorway that year, 20 they were 
together and raised a fantiy. 






















| struck Saskatchewan and sone of the other 
| provinces in the lave twenties and thircies cane to North Dakota sone 





Sie, gPring, of A02t Ded gectded vo Look tor greener pastures. 
jorch of "ade: he went to see hi 

'p buying a quarter. sectio: rs the land that the 
neant being élose to scz0ol. 












14 in to the old Yode 7 tour= 
ugh as we hated to leave 
for all of us. 





The last tree is cut 
ie land is cleared 





10 Highways running orth and South at that tine, so we 
vack and forth and Tinally got here on the day of 2th 
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had beautiful sunshine weather here that fall, which helped 
us to get adjusted to our new surroundings. Our housé had one roo 
downstairs and one upstairs which served as the bedroom and being 
partially furnished there was one bed. We made sone beds from small. 
Poplar poles and strawmattressesto be used for awhile. ood was 
plentiful so there was no reason to freege unless we got lazy. “ost 
four bedding was shipped in trunks, out did not arrive until auch 
Before Christmas, Our neighvors were always ready to help with things 
that we needed. 














My oldest sister and I had finished our public school that 
springs £0 2 44d not go to school ac Rotman, bus enjoyed a 
Christmas concerts and school picnics there. Also, many of the 
School mares Were an added attraction! 








Water was plentiful in all the sloughs those years, and nost 
of then had miskrats in then, T liked trapping, Sut tapping son 
eane to an end around hone not being familiar with boundaries. T 
slough that had a lot of nice big mic crats 

= ‘when f went to check ny traps I discov.r 
that Thad a rat in all but one. I thought I'd better go and see who 
the other trapper was, It was our neighvor, Axel Carlson whose 

reer joined ours. fe said, "how nany rate did you get" "I only 
tone Uittle rat, you “wst’se a Setter trapper tian Tax, but you 
are trapping in sy'slough. I offered tin tre rate out be said 
‘you keep the rate", 


Thad to lool: for 2 
trespassing again. Later on in tne 
green wood toe seasoned “or the 
forning and not havine at! 

Dad went to ont a creen t 
new axe. “To heard later it 
zero that nor: 






























nd rake sure T wasnt 
‘were putting up 

















in the winter, a neighoor, 
wanted me to cone and work for hin, haul 
also having grain to town. ‘chis was a 
chose days. 











Iworked there through ceeding and agat: 
years later, Mr, llanson was to becone “wy father-ti ar fara vas 
Rot big enoich to give ne enploynent so I worked out most of the time, 
one summer for Nels Gutoien also one fall Tor the Lees, I worked 

Several suiere on the prairies and in bush cavps in the winter tine, 














Dad's healt started Sailing i T cane hone to help, and 
cinally gov faring on ny own with “y he jwinter of 18,3 
found tg in the north logsing again which was the year that 1 lost 

ny freedom. Linnea lianson and t got warried on the last day of that 
year. A cook was needed at our camp so the trip to the cook shack we 
‘our honeynoon. 








Our present hous 
from the Logs we cut 


barn and garage-were all built 
hat winter. 
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Dad died in the fall of 1047 and nother passed away seven 
years before. We raised a fanily of three daughters and one son 
Who are all sarried now and given us five grand children. “Our 
bon is faraing with me now and hopefully will take over my farn= 
ing operations sone day. 









Linnea Tweidt ( nee Hanson) 












I was born on the NE 2 of See 6, Twp 36, Rge.13. My father's 
homestead shack was a one roon house, but it’was always clean and 
confortable. 





Unele, Carl Hanson honesteaded the Sif} of See 6, 80 our two 
‘aniliee were’ very close. 



























Ny firge years at school were spent av ‘folverton School which 
was only a fey niles south of us, Those years were very hard, as 
We could epeal: very Listle English. The laver years were spent at 
Eovhun Sohool. Gy clakenacos there wore "agna carleon and) ary 
rane, At recess ve world ail play pimp, pivp pill avay, tag ané 
rootoinn.” FE seoced a8 tous Phere’was’ very Little equipaest 
around 20 play anyehing live vail, After f Mnished school, f stayed 
fone and helped around uy father's farm. There were hired fen and 
| others around, so there was lots of work if one wanted to do it. 














In later years I married Carl Tweidt, a neighbor boy, The first 
vps wo were! sarsted) were to cook fot fan ang sone of, the 
folghbor boys ina Logging cap north of Love. it was quive an 

| Saptrience vo try and cook or Lake for a winch of hungry nen, with 
Siar fationed, fo eggs or “ull and a lot of things you Jost could 
Sot buys I vas juve Lost. 





Me cane vack co the farm in the spring of that year to the 
ME Secs 11, twp.36, ree-23. 


Ye have @ testy of four, Yarie, Tis. Jack Evans of Clair; 
Cheryl, ‘ies. Janes Holt of RoseValley; Carclyn’, irs, Brian Stasiuk 
of Swift Current and Calvin at Hendon and who we hops, with his 
Wife, Joyce will take over our farn, or part of it whén we retire 
to ‘Wadena and do a little ‘arming tron there. 








Don Tweidt 


I started school in the fall of 1934, tir. Don Leitch was ny 
firet teacher and for the next four years’ other teachers were: 
fss A. Tcholgon, one tera, “irs. Howitt, one tera, iiss li. Kingel, 
two terss, and final year 1543, Wiss "icCowan grade nine correspond— 
once, irs. Allan filled in faithfully as substitute teacher several 
bines over the year: classnates were: Tric Tack, Norman Schau, 
Nargares Gvenson, Olive dusting, Frances Allan, fuby “ickstron. 























Others cave “or a tine and left such as the Wallnans and Dunns, 
perhaps tiers. On one tite { believe our enrollment was 39 give of 
Tale tT renenior they had to inoet out the oloak rons to. pul in 

T renenber well the colgwinters 


dopoie, desks gene us 
BREA NBEGR SRe° HLS Ge "Ene Hody" and able Co sbsated sy eitials 
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in the frost of the wall on the other. Electricity was unheard 

of except for wind chargers and G-volt batteries. fe were 

hate to have one at our hone farmstead and an Alladin Cos 

for homework. fe all took turns sweeping floors and carrying 

cord wood for the old tox stove that stood in the middie of the roon 
net in winter sports were 








Skiing end Biking, horse yack riding were uain sources of trans~ 
jprtation and sport. Verner ‘elson and T on o: 

ices all the way from our hoves to Clair Take at 
fa oyon wont owizing and thovgit that was quite an accomplishnent) for 
one day. 












T revenber helping to pla 
standing ae che old’ aciosl Bites 


of the now tall trees still 





Mur completing, Mie 
for the Bank of 
['renorat Ontario: Seaton teat 
Eh gorerad Sastgcctovan covns and Yancolver Tekand, ‘fe cane sack 
Baar eat eee aeyt portal’ es vanager of the Groddt Solon, secretary 
SF ehadaaona dural Telephones Conpesy whieh included the fot 

nd Headow dank subscrivess. 


















Last Nay, 1979 we purchased the Drive-In formerly owned by 
Sigtred Tlack who also aevended'Totnun School while I was there. 











I narried Helen Elves of Torch River, Saskatchewan in 1957. 
Ye have two daughters, Fanela and Shelley ’now away fron hone and 
one son, Tark af hove attesding Vadena Composite High School. 








Melvin Twe! 








Iwas six years of age when we cane to the Rotnun district in 
Octover 192) and 7 started school there that seme Tall. I took nost 
Schooling there, “inisiing out of the district. 








were, Elsie Grice, Percy Hetfern, 


Charlie Spencer taught we had quite the 
‘school board said they were shortiof funds to 
‘equipnent, 0 when we needed a nev baseball bat, we decided to 

% the fandle off the wooden pup in the school yard. The only tool 
for cutting available was the school axe which served the purpose 
nicely. im sure we ‘vist have had persission of the teachetl 














Needless to say, the board was rather displeased with our action 
bat the handle did ‘ake a dandy bat. “je usually played against 0 
tn Vievoria Park seliools, winning a lot oF 
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Our node of travel, chen was vainly horse and buggy or cutter ani 
horseback or bicycle. 5 om ia 








fver Leaving school T worked in other eress and also served 
for a tine in the Canadian Aray during Vorid War 11.1 farmed with 
Be Testis whale single "then deter sarrying Peart inderaon of 

‘aston in 1949, we "oved to the forser Joseph fanson farm, wher 
we raised a fanily of two girls and Uhre Sos. ee 








g Three of our children, Judy, Larry and Malcola attended Rotnun 
School until it was closed, then Lyle and Corinne had to attend 


Yadena School for all grades. 








‘The Tweidt Fantly 
Juay Twetdt (Kiland) 


Twas the eldest of five children vorn to Melvin and Pearl 
qweids. Ty father had cone to Canada fron the U.S.A. as a boy and 
was raised in the district, “iy nother vas bora and reised near 
Fosston and her parents had cone fron Sweden while ny fathers 
parents were originally fron Norvay. After their marriage, they 
Botvled e Roticn area where 1 vas able to take grades 1 to 7. 
Don Le: ‘tone for any of those years, then Lloyd Nelson was 
She last teacher, prior to the school being closed. Mrs. Hernan 
Mien was our oc¢asional substitute teacher. 




















ty classnates those seven years were Beverly Leitch Lowell 
qweide, and T believe the short tine Dwight Tablun attended, he vas 
also 14 sy grade. “iy two eldest brothers and T would go to’ school 
Eo yuncer by horse and cutter and we never failed to enjoy all the 
excitenent of the annual Christnas concert. 








{ varried Stwood Kilandiwhe was fron the Orpington district. 
tle have a fanily of two Doys and lve in Edson, Alberta where 


Elwood works. 
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Larry Tweiat 


Iwas the eldest son of lelvin and Pearl Tweidt ~ two sisters 
Judy and Corinne and two brothers, Maleoln and Lyle completed our 
faniiy. 


I attended Rotnum school from 1959 until its closing in'1963 
and took grades 1 to 4. ly teachers I seen to recall were, Don 
Leitch, Lloyd Welson with firs. Hernan Allen an occasional sitb= 
stitute. “My classnates were Kirk “lack & Debbie Seranstad and later 
on Kirk Moved to Sirch River so Debole and I were 
public school to graduation, 





Tassnates through 





live in Eason, Alverta where I work as a machinist Iillwright. 


Submitted by Selmer Tweidt. 





hild of the Martin Tweldt's family, and born 
n March 1922. Two years later our’ family 


innigrated to Canada. 


As I was less than three years old, I have very little nevory 
of the trip to Canada, but Ido recall arriving at. our new hor 
east of Hendon. And all of us children running excitedly to geo our 
new hone, The menory of how excited everyone Was remains with ne 
to this day. 





We had travelled in a T9T7 Model 7 touring Ford car which by 
today's Standards, wasn't built for great speeds {have ‘been told 
by ny older rothérs and sisters how't cook great onjoynort. on the 
Long trip riding astraddie of the side door on the old vouring car. 
Therieve te took us four days nore or less, co make this trip. f 
have travelled this sane distance in later years in a matter of one 
short day, bit paved roads and modern cars are fiw a big factor. 


In 1028 I started to Rotmun School and ny teachers as I recall 
were Tliss Burnett, Charlie Spencer, Mes, Sryant, “Wi Dalshaug ana 

Don Leitch. ly classmates were Glen Ostile, Hats Peterson, San Evans, 
Ethel Shai and ‘lartha Nelson. 





I also recall sone interesting activities in our school days, 
one in particular, At noon hour the teacker would allow us to leave 
the school yard and we rushed off to a big bluff of trees, located 
on ry Dad's fara near the school and also another bluff located on 
Otto Schau's fara. Here we had built large vents constructed of 
poles and sod. fron these points we set out to hunt bush rabbits 
armed with sling shots and. dows and arrows. In tose years the dush 
rabbits seened plentiful. I sonetines wonder if Mids today, with 
much tore colorful and perhaps very costly games and play équipnent, 
enjoy thenselves near as "uch as we enjoyed our rabsit fants. 











These were the depression years which were now upon us, often 
referred to as the “dirty thirties} so T stayed howe and helped with 
the farn work. In 19,0 I ventured out on ny own to look for work. 
travelled east to Ontario, finding work was hard to cone by 
managed to obtain work at’Port Authur ona Fool terminal wi 
still under construction. 








. 2o/ 
obs SES. Etre ante the tnt or 7 en 
Ben and I wont back to the States, where we enlisted in the Armed 
and worked in an aircraft plant. NERC TORE panna bere pratie 





In 1945, T returned to Hendon, where I took up £% 
Yetvin’ and "bought the Joseph Hanon farm and on Suly 25Ch, Pose Te 
varried oreen Mack of the Rotnum district. | "NY “PPR 19934 T 





In 954, with our wee son, we noyed to the U.S.A. where w 
the next. four years. On revarning to Sask: wa purchaaeds are thee” 
yas ry wifes folks, and have since nade oir hone here and raised a 
Teuly of four aond, Darrell, Richard, Derwocd "ang fevers. 


Daprelt, and Richard are now sarried, the former Living in Sas 
toon where he and I own a well drill outfit, and Ricky nakes his ‘ 
fve aca. fandot and Works with an oft: onpeiy fa, brGe/Datncee is 
Pepiegs er a" Cotop Lanter sh atcan’ana"Sober’ aftends Wadees’ nigh 





Lyla cones from quill Lake and Mckyte wife cones fron the Hendon 


Submitted by Richard Twetdt. 
I avvended Tounuy School for onty one year, starting in the 


fall of 1962 until it's closing in June of 1963! At that tine we 
were all bused to Yadena for our schooling. 








I can still renewber sone of the activities at recesses and 
noon hows, the rose daring stunt being the initiation to the gang. 
Bge muse, Hirst cliab che ofa coal bin and then with great exertion 
Gitcresteapine across fo the barn roof without’ falling to che groukd. 
Bhan goodsbas r Sada sturdy pair of vide crotched pants! 





We all tried our hand at playing hockey, one day when the school 
bell rang, there were none of is boys to be found. Tt didn't take the 
Fong to locate ue though. ve all felt we had a valid reason 
presined our teacher Lloyd Nelson was very understanding. 
~Ihouse on our patch of ice to hear 


The bell and no one had a watch. 





When the first wet snow of winter and then again in the spring 
gore of the older boys Would have a little game of Snow ball, Firing 
Squad. This, I soon found was not ny best cave. As it was explained 
tere, the ddject was to throw a snowball at the person against the 
wall and try to Tit then. Well I always used to score a hit, so in 
Miting @ score it becave that persons turn to stand at the barn wall. 
T seered to end up standing against the wall, while snowballs hit 
the wall avove nee After a few noon hours of this, I soon caught on to 
and & wwerest for then died out. 


Many Sine nenories renain of Christmas concerts, Ball tournanents, 
neetings and ingots even choligh I was not always a part of then. The 



























2oz 





memories of these get togethers will linger in my mind as part of 
ny growing years. 


My wife and I are once again in the Hendon area after living 
in Melville, Jedburgh and Ituna, where I bought grain. Then later 
Saskatoon, Gut it's nice to have returned to our childhood ai 
Bev. is also a Hendon girl, daughter of Norman and Elsi Harvey. We 
have a little. son, Ty Daniel, who has red hair, I'm sure that he will 
carry on the families trade mark of red hair. 











I am presently working in the oil industry in B.C. but my time 
off 1s spent in the Hendon and Meadow Bank area. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Wallan. 
Submitted by Lydia Copithke (Wallman). 


Being anong the early pioneers we lived a very simple life and 
were very poor. They told me that the house I was born in had a mud 
floor. We climbed upstairs by a ladder and slept on a straw mattress 
on the floor. 


There was no school or Church, just a Post Office and grocery 
store. 


Grandfather Wallnan, on my father's side, raised cattle. The 
family was kept busy working hard down on the’old farm. There were 
‘two sons, Jacob and Joseph, and six daughters, Susan, Sarah, Barb= 
ara, Annie, Emma and Edit) 





Now Grandpa Wallman helped organise the Kelvingside School as 
we lived south-west of Kelvington. 


I had four brothers; Edward, Albert, Sam and Jim, I am the 
eldest. 


My mothers name was Mary Wallman from Dominion City, Man. My 
mother cane to help on the farm, My dad knew my mother only one 
Week. He took her out once and told her, "I like you, do you like 
ne"? "Dad's fathor being a minister married then. Quite an interest~ 
ing romance, wasn't it? They got along very well, Mother passed 
away in 1915. Twas ten years old at the tine, 





Dad married my mother's sister. Five boys were added to that 
union, Alfred, Harvey, Alex, Lloyd and Arthur. We got along sonehow, 
it wag rough, my wardrobe consisted of a skirt and blouse which T 
washed every saturday so that it was clean for Sunday church. 





We rode on horse back to school, fell off dosens of times, but 
‘the good guardian angel watched over’ us 


If someone had an ear ache, Dad blew hot smoke from his pipe 
into that ear. Once one of the Goys pulled another out fron under 
the bed, he got a big sliver (those floors were not painted) 
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Dad took his pocket knife to perform an operation while the bo 
held the patient, on PE 


At night we'd sit around the tabl Light. When 
the door was opened and the light blew ede 

other match. We lived in one room. Those were rather close quarters. 
We never bad a lock on our door. No one ever stole anything. lo one 
would want anything we had anyway, so we didn't live in fear like 
many do today. 











Iwas very unhappy, so I prayed. Grandma did too, that I 
could leave hone. God ‘my prayer, one day Reverend and Mrs. 
Hofer came from Chicago and held evangelic meetings in Grandma's 
house. I went with them. I had never seen them before, That was the 
happiest day of my life. 








‘That was in 1927, and I have made Chicago my home ever since. 
The Joe Wallan Family. 


and Mra. 
Gorlits, 





Joe Walinan was born at Freeman, South Dakota to Re\ 
Watinan. He cane with his parents, brothers and sisters 
Sask. in Ié9I where they took up ranching. 





In 1903 they drove from Gorlite to Kelyington in wagons. He 
narried Mary Wallnan in 1907 and to that union were five children 
‘The family hone was on the S$ 32 





Mrs, Wellman passed away in 1978. Joe then married Mary's 
sister Maggie in 1920. To this second marriage five sons were born, 
Alfred, Harvey, Art, Alex and Lloyd. 


Maggie Wallnan passed away in 1942. Joe retired in 19k7 and 
passed away in 1963. 


Of the first family, two sons had predeceased their father, 
Ba in 1953 and Sam in Tob. Ed had worked for Willard Hall for many 
1d will be renembered for his singing at functions in Yeadow 
; Where one of his favorite songs sung was "I'm a Great 
Big Swede’ From North Dakota". 





‘Sam passed away in 1965. He and his brother Albert had worked at 
various places in the district and later owned and operated a cater= 
piller tractor, doing bulldosing and scrub cutting. The two had 
bought a farm Consisting of a section of land, but after San's death 
Albert sold out and moved into Wadena. Later he moved to Lintlaw 
and presently plans a move to Quill Lake. 








James is married and lives in Port Alberni B.C. Lydia, Mrs. 
Copithke lives in Chicago. 


Alf and Harvey were in the second World War from I9kI to 19k6 
in the Army Division and both served overseas. 








Zod 


Ale ig now married to Violet Colby (Wickstrom) and still farns 
but lives in Wadena. 


Harvey is married, has three children and lives in Regina were 
1e works for Sask. Power. 


is married and lives in Neepawa where he works as a 





Art lives in Swift Current and is @ Radio Announcer for C.K.S.W. 
He spent a great deal of his youth in and out of hospital, so.a lot 
of his schoolikg was taken while a patient in Regina hospital. He has 
mde a great nate for hinsel? in the field of radio annotncing, in 
spite of his handicap. 





Art often talks,while on the air,of his home place known as 
“Moccasin Flats? and of going out every fall after threshing and 
filling up his mittress with new frosh straw and how they would 
have to climb up on it the first few nights to get it into shape. 
Ho"alsg recalls’ and nentions the warnth of the old feather tick én 
the beds. 





Lloyd 4s married to a former Fosston girl, has a family of five 
and lives in Surrey B.C. where he works as a plumber. 


It was in 1937 that a fire destroyed the Wallman home and while 
they were rebuilding, the boys, Harvey, Lloyd and Alex stayed at the 
W. Harrison's hone and attended Rotnum’ School. 


Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Weaver. 
Submitted by Dorothy B Kempka. 


My father Arthur Weaver and my mother Gwendoline Irene Weaver, 
my brother Leslie Frank, and I arrived from England in 1924, and 
Lived with my grandfather and grandmother Mr. and Mes. Richard 
Messenger, my mothers parents, on their farm at Meadow Bank, until 
we located in Wadena, Sask. iy father then resumed his profession of 
music teacher and organised the Wadena Band. 














Approximately six years later we moved back to Meadow Bank. My 
great aunt and uncle Mr. And Mrs. Fred Jones of that district, owed 
to farms, so we resided on the one. My father still taught misie, 
tuned pianos and organized the Dynamite Five Orchestra. He played the 
piano, Clarence Masecar, (a former menber of the Wadena band) played 
the cornet, Horace Newnan (formerly of England) played the druns, 
Thurlow Govan played the banjo and his ewo cousins Leighton and Gurtis 
Gowan played the violin. The Dynamite Five Orchestra played for the 
dances at Meadow Bank Tall and my uncle Herbert Messenger was the 
Square Dance Caller. We would dance from nine at night until thre 
in the morning. 














I attended Duck Creek School. It was a nice one room school 
house with a big wood heater to keep us wara in the winter, Yona 
MeKay was one of our school teachers, she was a wonderful warn 
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When she left we were fortunate to have another nice teacher, Eva 
Harrison. My sehoolnates were, Muriel and Kenneth Donald, 

Linden, Cora Lindsey, Perey and Thelma Gowan. 





After a few years at Meadow Bank we moved to Kelvington, Sask. 
where my nother and brother with his family still reside. 


‘The nationality of our family is English. While we resided in 
England, my father was in the music profession. He was also in the 
Signal Core in world war one, and badly wounded. When world war two 
started he went to Canp Dundern, where he worked in communications, 
until the war was over. Later he became Postmaster for the Kelving- 
ton Post Office and was Postmaster until he passed away. 


Whitehead. 


Lorne Whitehead; 


Lorne was the oldest child of Agnes and Harry Whitehead who 
farmed in the Rotnun district. He took his first year of schooling 
at Rotnun with Wilf Harcourt as his teacher. By a strance twist of 
fate, Wilf was also his last teacher (prinetpal ) when he finished 
high’school in Kelvington. 


Harry recalls what a time they had getting him to school when 
it rained, the road by the fara was in a direct line south to th 
school, nit only a dirt road with no gravel and on wet days you 
night &e well forget those two and one half miles. You just had to 
detour about twice that far to make the school. 











Lorne was a very shy little fellow and shed a few tears that 
first day, but he found a little playnate whom he knew before coming 
to school; so he and Leslie Scranstad shared a desk, until he got 
used to his new surroundings and the other children. 


Lorne married Eunice Raddons of Abbotsford B.C. and they have 
three children. They farm land in both Rotnum and Orpington district 
and live on his parents (formerly grandparents) hone place. 


Wickstrom. 


Submitted by Birdie. (Wickstrom) Neilson. 


I originally cane from the Willow Glen area, when T lived with 
Azo1 and Hflda Carison for one year and attended Rotnin School. ily 
Older sister fuby, now Hrs. Johnson of Rose Valley lived at. Axol 
Seelsone for a ntver" of yours before T cane, ahe Lefe shorely after 
Cane in the fall of Tote 


I don't renenber the teachers nane, she was a very nice person. 
Once while the school class was out to play ball, as I’was back cat= 
ching, I got hit with the bat on the bone of my eye brow. The scar 
is stil there. It's funny to me now when I think of how hard I cried 
nore over the Cleeding chan the hurting, and then the teacher cleaned 
Te'up and put a bandage on it.. 
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I haye always renenbered the children, T thought were so nice 
and especially renenber mixing with Jessie Winarski.I also often 
falk about when Vrs. Carlson hositated to help me with my nomoworks 
finally when she would tell me the reading word or spelling, sne 
would tell it to me in Swede (which we spoke at all tines), Then at 
‘Sehool we would take turns going up and stand along side the teachers 
desk, facing the class to read and when it was my turn to read I'd 
0 up there and read the words in Swede as they were told to me by 
"a. Carlson, We often speak of this and wonder how many people in 
the school might renenber this. As I read the words in Swede the 
teacher would look to the side and smile and the class would look 
up and smile, but doth teacher and class smiled in a nice fun way. 





On our way hone fron school Jean Evenson and I took so long 
in coming hone that her mother and Mrs. Carlson would phone one 
another and be looking and waiting for us as we played on the road 
hone. 


Me. and Mrs. Wickwire. 


‘The Wickwire family with their four sons, Harold, Lloyd, Nett 
and Kenneth cane from southern Saskatchewan and they rented land 
fron Mr. Carl Peters. 


Later they came to live on the 5.2.4 24- 36- 13. The land now 
farmed by Lorne Whitehead. While the boys were too old to attend 
Rotmum School, they were a great addition to the social life of 
the district. 


Mr. and lis, Joe Winarski. 





Joe and Tina Winarski had cone to Canada fron Poland and cane 
to Live in the Rotnun district when they purchased the N.l/.t I3= 36~ 
B. 


‘They had a fanily of four children, two boys and two girls all 
of whon attended Rotnun school. 


The oldest boy Stanley went to Ontario and worked for Brantford 
Twine Co. Jessie lives in Alberta and Teddy was also in Alberta. 
Working in Conservation. The youngest of the family, Caroline trained 
as aPaychiatric nurse in Noose Jaw where she married Ted Torgenrad. 
and they make their hone there. 











Joe sold this quarter of land in 1945 to Sig Scranstad and noved 
to the Harrow district west of Hendon. A few years later they sold 
that farm and bought a house in Wadena where they now enjoy retirement. 








Zot 
Mr. and Mrs. James Wright. 


Submitted by Shirley Elliott (Wright). 


Janes Wright, soldier and farmer, was born in Manitoba in 1893. 
Following service in the First World War he arrived in the Meadow 
Bank area in 1923 and took up a homestead. The virgin farmland was 
Located on the 5. 1-36-12, No power or telephone Lines have 
ever graced the rolling fields, which were cleared and broken with 
horses, rude implenents and mich hard work. 


In Dec. 1925 he married the former Elizabeth Hope, who was born 
at Marchweli, N.W.T. in 1905, In 1927 Shirley was born’at the Red 
Gross’ Hursing Hospital in Kelvington, Frances, arrived in 1928 and 
Jande in 1930, the latter two being born in the Wadena Union Hospital, 


The young fanily entered into the spirit of the comunity. Many 
Sundayts dw dtimle with scissors, and hale clsppera sn hand. doing 
the barbering for the bachelor neighoours of the erea, who usually 
Stayed to enjoy’ hearty hone-cocked meal prepared on’ the wood stove. 





Each season had its spectal joys for the Wright fanily- they 
alt loved the outdoors, and during the year watched hopefully for the 
arrival of newoorn calves, piglets, horses, chickens, turkeys and the 
downey gosslings, A large’ garden was planted, and uniess 100 quarts 
of Saskatoons and rhuber® was canned every year, the family would 
Starve! Threshing tine was always an exciting séason, one your. four 
young nen arrived tron Ontario, and that was one of the best harve- 
3ts, Since they took up all the potatoes and. garden avuff while walt- 
ng’ for the sin to shine: 





School days will never be forgotten, nor will church and sunday 
school,which was held in the Meadow Bank’hall. Who in the neighbor- 
hood could forget the Christmas Concerts, the numerous times when 
‘the chicken pox or measles invaded the halls of learning prior to 
concert night! Renewber the year when a girls drill was a must, but 
how, with only five girls in school. Whether it was the persuasion 
of the teacher, or threats from the girls, Dennis came to the rescue 
and dressed in’a white dress, silk stockings, his sister's oxfords, 
and with’a 1ittle make-up and a ribbon in Hig hair, was accorded 
‘three cheers from the audience when the drill was over. Those were 
the days, when a short hair cut was made to look faminine with a 
ribbon of tiny flower. 


A highlight of the winter was the plays that were staged in 
Meadow Bank by the young actors and actresses of the community, and 
Mes. Weight was called upon to be the stage director. Following 
several weeks of practice at Duck Creek School and then at the 
the great night came’ What a night it was- and sometimes followed 
By, (dance. Suppose the proceeds were used for the comunity, the 
writer was not old enough to worry about such things. 

















‘The winters were long and tiresome and with a long school 
holiday, many card parties were held in the various hones within 
the confines of the school district. And housewarming parties, the 
house bulging with well-wishers, and the barn full of horses patie~ 
ntly waiting to start the long trek hone in the wee hours of the 
morning, and especially in an open sleigh or cutter. The kids would 


















n Lights danceing in 
the sky, could alnost hear them whispering and crackling in the cold 
stillness of a winter night. 


Grades one to eight were taught in school, and after that, it 
was a correspondence course or high school in’town. Shirley and 
Frances attended school while taking grades nine and ten by correp~ 
ondence, ‘and then the excitement of planning to go to town and to 
take grade eleven. To find room and board was rather a large problem 
and it was finally solved with the renting of one room to share and 
board with Mrs. Mackensie for $15.00 per month each and all the food 
that could be brought in from the farm. These arrangenents lasted 
about two months, the farm was rented, an auction sale held, and 
the family moved’to town. After following many leads and tracking 
down landlords, the family moved into an unmodern house owned by the 
local dairynan, on the outskirts of town. 


The following two years were very busy, with school and part~ 
time jobs, the kids soon settled into a routine. Jinmie was offered 
many carpenter jobs and he soon worked twelve months a year at a 
hobby he thoroughly enjoyed. Not to be outdone by his family, Mrs. 
Wright became a telephone operator, a position she held for eight 
years. She also took a writer's course and worked as a news reporter 
for the Kelvington Radio, Regina Leader Post, Saskatoon Star- Phoenix 
and C.K.B.I. radio station. After graduation, Shirley becane a teller 
in the Bank of Commerce, Frances worked at the local creamery and 
Janie worked at the Galaxy Theatre, and becane a very good projectio- 
nist, He later moved to Edmonton and worked as a painter, obtaining 
his journeyman papers, and eventually took an electrical course, 
worked on the Dew line and is presently working in Illinois, U.3.a. 











Mrs. Wright passed away in Jan, 1968 following a lengthy illness, 
and Mr, Wright passed away in Dec. 1973. 


Frances married Harold Pearson and lives at Hudson Bay,Sask. 
Shirley is the only fanily menber living here and is narried to 
Milton Elliott. 


‘The Dick Yeo Family. 


Submitted by May Whithead (Yeo). 


My Mother and Father, Mr. and Mra. Dick Yeo cane to Canada from 
Devonshire England in 190}. Iwas then eight years old and we made 
our hone in the Wallan district of the Yorkton area, where Dad worked 
for amr. Hall and I attended Wallan School. 


In the sumer of 1906, Dad decided to move the family to the 
homestead in the Wadena aréa, driving across country from Rhein to 
Sheho with horses and a covered wagon and trailing the cattle. We 
completed the journey to live on our homestead, the N.E.t 26~ 36- 


Be 
My folks had the Orpington Post Office in their hone for sone 
years, the name Orpington being chosen because of the Orpington 
chickéns that Dad raised. The Louis Wooklunds later took over this 
Service, Mother and Dad adopted my brother Louis as a young lad, 
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after we had settled on the homestead. Dad served as councillor of 
‘the Local Inprovenent District before the Lakeview Municipality was 
formed. In later years, he served a term as Deputy- Reeve of the 
Muntetpality. 
Meadow Bank hall was then the centre of all social life, as well 


1s all church services, so my folks were a part of all the social 
activities in the hall'in those early homestead years. 





Dad loved to, sing and vas siways in denand at these gatherings, 
gone of his favorite ballads being WGrandfathers Clock* and" 0 
Prairie Land". Mother and Dad told us of the night they had been 
attending @ gathering at the hall, when a fierce thunder storm cal 
up. They hurried to get the team Gut of the barn and geton their 
way hone,when the winds began to blow with great gusts. A few min- 
utes after getting set to drive off, a great gust cane denolishing 
the barn and driving 2 by 4's into the ground. Carl Peters who had 
been leaving at the sane tine, managed to grab a post in the 
ground and hang on until things settled a bit. Brother Louis had 
been at hone in bed when the winds rose anda great gust blew his 
bedroom window in, showering his bed with glass. 


Ton Whitehead had cone from England tn 1911 and we met and 

narried at my folks hone in Feb. 23Fd,191h. When we noved to our 

own place and built our first house, Boris Harnon (Prouse) looked 
‘oP our baby son Harry. 


Mother and Dad had been among the guests at the wedding of her 
(Dorists) mother Jeannie to Ed Harmon in 1907. 











Mother passed away in Jan. on 1936 after a short illness, and 
Ton and I cared for Dad in our hone until his death in 1940. 





Above. Mr. and Mrs. Carlson, 
Ruby Johnson. 


Right, Grandya and Grandpa 
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‘A dedication has been attempted towards our forefathers-- to 
whom we owe so mich; To the present inhabitants-- to whom, have 
carried the task set out for them; Ani to the future generations; 
that will be able to look back into a simulance of records, to be 
able to in some future date, carry on from were we have left off. 

May,you all find joy in our attempt to reach this goal. 


The Committee's. 


toured, 


Our local history of the community up to 1980. This has been 
prepared as a mark of respect to our pioneers and teachers. In 
compiling this book we have tried to revive memories of the past, 
please the people of today and present a true record of the facts 
for the future, Some names and important events may have be2n om- 
itted, but not intentionally. In general it is the record of the 
past, Written by the people themselves, or their children. 

Perhaps, at times, we have been repetitious, but it is better 
to have a story told twice then not told at all. However, we hope 
our readers will overlook our shortcomings and from this’ book get a 
greater understanding of the enormous task faced by our forefathers. 
They were courageous men and women; as shown by their stories. Many 
left comfortable homes to come and wrestle with the wilderness and 
to build this cowunity and make it possible for us to enjoy it ac 
it is today. 

We are strictly amateur and we wish you would bear this in 
mind as you read. Errors will creep in, despite all effort to check 
dates and facts. We ask for your forgiveness and hope you will think 
only of the family about which you are reading and over look all 


Cover designed and sketched by Dianne Gradin of Wn. Harrison's 
log house. (Still standing today). 

We owe a debt of graditude to the many who have helped in com- 
piling, sending information, editing, typing and doing the paste-ups 
for this book. 

Special mention should be made of the vork done by Mabel Seran- 
stad, Leonard Harrison, Leitch and Noreen Tweidt in co-ordinat- 

411 ‘the work required. Without their many hours of devoted effort 
this book would not have been possib: 
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ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD MAP. KEY 
ROTNUM SCHOOL S.W. I8- 36- 12, 
DUCK CREEK SCHOOL : N.W. Iy= 36-12. 


MEADOW BANK HALL J NW. T5- 36- T2. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER...... 
I. Lowering and lifting the milk and cream in the well. 


2. Carrying water into the house, then after it was used once more 
it had to be carried out. 


3. Walking to town for the mail, or just 
to town. 





ing a neighbor walking 


4. The smell we lived with from burning gas and coal oil lamps. 
5. Going to town and buying a big 5¢ ice cream cone. 
6. How fast you got dressed on a cold winter morning 





7. Using and making lye soap. 

— 8. Everyone jumping into the buggy or sleigh and spending an enjoy- 
able afternoon or evening visiting at a neighbors and waiting for 
an invitation was unheard-of. 

9. Piles of wood that needed to be split and then carried inside. 


IO. The general phone ring to let everyone know of a shower, social 
evening or meeting. 





II. Meadow Bank picnics. 


a I2. Making that last trip outside to the outhouse before going to 
bed, and how scarry it could be on a dark night. 


13. The excitement inside, when you tipped the caboose. 
I, Filling the resorvour with water. 

— 15. Skating on the lake or Slough. 

I6, Building and traveling on corduroy roads. 

I7. Filling the oven with kindling~for morning 





I8. Whenever the horses ran away, you could always find them stand- 
ing in front of the barn door. 


19. Standing by the warmth of the cook stove. 
20. When the stores weren't self serve. 

2I. Quilting and threshing bees. 

22. Ironing all those cotton clothes with sad irons. 


23. Wagon full of Indians and their families camped along the road 
allowances with their horses hobbled. 








24. Never being blocked in after a storm, as we always had a horse 
— that didn't have to travel only on the road. 
























25. 
26. 


27. 
28. 


29. 
30. 
31. 


32. 
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36. 
376 
38. 
396 
40. 
ar. 


All the activity at the local Blacksmith and livery barn. 


The strawstack slowly become mushroom shaped while the cattle 
chewed it through the winter. 


Going to the local hall, school or barn to a di 
and not knowing what a baby sitter was. 





@ as a family 
The shapes of the clothes after they were hung outside to freese, 
then brought inside again to thaw, drip and dry. 

Being able to pick lots of Tiger Lilies and Lady Slippers. 
Standing around a pot bellied stove visiting. 


Recieving nothing but homemade gifts for Christmas,that meant 
more to us than anything that could have been bought. 


Mom mending, Dad reading and the children doing homework around 
the kitchen table, with a coal oil lamp in the center. 


Bathing on friday nights in a laundry tub, and the whole family 
bathing in the same water with only a little hot water added 
after the next member got in. 

Felt Socks and Felt. Boots. 

Digging and selling senaca roots. 

Getting ice from the ice house for homemade ice cream. 


Stooking. 





Climbing and sliding off sheave stacks. 
Jack rabbit stew. 

The churn and the scrub board. 

Spatts and britches. 

Horses with their oat bag and the blinders 


FARMING THE OLD AND THE NEW WAYS 
ge : 











seni | 








| 


( 
Elmer Ahl Family 


Submitted by Clara Einarson 


Dad came to Canada in the year 1905 to file on the NWk, 36, 12. 
In April 1906, Dad and my brother Henry, who was then 12 years’ old, 
built a lodging for his family. Later that same year the family 
came, my mother, grandmother Hoglund (on my mother's side), brother 
Walfred, who was 32 years old, and myself, a baby of a few months. 


Dad and Henry met us at Wadena with oxen and the wagon. Dad had 
brought some stock and machinery with him from Minnesota, when he 
came with Oscar and Rudolph Rotnum, who also brought machinery and 
stock. 


Our first stop was at Carl Hansons, as mother and grandmother 
felt the strain of travel. Carl and Annie were very hospitable 
and willing to help. ‘They always remained our good friends. 


Dad cleared more land and did more building. My Dad's father, 
Theodore Ahl, came and spent his remaining years with us. A year 
before he died, my sister Rosa was born. Grandfather died in 1910 
and Grandmother in 1912. My grandparents came from Sweden some- 
time before 1870. 


Mother and Dad were married December 23, 1899 in Nebraska. 
Dad helped to build the 
Duck Creek School #2002. 
He also did breaking of 
land for his neighbors, 
as he had a gasoline en- 
gine and thresher with a 
wooden separator, similar 
to the one in the picture. 













In the early days at 
dances, dad used to play 
the mouth organ. 





During the long 
winters, our social events 
were dances, box and pie 
socials, where the pies 
and lunch boxes would be 
auctioned off ab midnight, 
and the purchaser ate 
lunch with the lady who 
provided the delicacy. 

The money raised would go 
to some good cause. Eric 
and Noel Grice played for 
many of the house parties. 
Brother Henry and Willie Otter played the violin. 





Dad bought his first horses from Mr. Prouse at Kelvington. 



















2 


Elmer Ahl Family - continued 


I started school at Duck Creek in 1013 with Mr. Sanger as my 
first teacher. I sat with my friend Orien Gowan all the years 
went to school, other friends were, Mary Burge, or Dollie, as we 
fondly called her, Sexton Linden, Albert Lancely and four of the 
Monson family, Mary, Agatha, Euphemia, and Katherine. 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Burge had the post office and were our close 
neighbors, as were the Lindens, Harrisons and John Waddell. ‘The 
Meadow Bank hall was across the lake from us. Here we enjoyed many 
good dances and picnics. To get to the hall we used to cross the 
Take in a boat. In 1920 we moved to the Orpington district. Years 
later I married Einarson and we had three sons, Arne, Clarence and 
Harold. Henry married Marie Scott and had one daughter Josie. Rosa 
married Martin Norberg and there were three daughters to that union, 
Annie, Christine, and Billie. 


Reuben Augustus Family 


Maisie and Eavert Augustus were the children of Reuben Augustus. 
They lived for a short time on the NEt, 14, 36, 12. During this 
time the children attended Duck Creek School. 


Maisie in 1924-25 and Eavert in 1926-27. The family later moved 
to Kelvington where their father became editor of the Kelvington 
Radio. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ingvald Austring 


Mr. and Mrs. Ingvald Austring were married in July of 1916 at 
Beaver Flats, Saskatchewan, near Swift Current. hey operated a 
dairy farm there for nine years, then moved to the Wadena district 
and then to the Rotnum area in 1934, settling on the NE#,1, 36,13. 


The Austrings had thirteen children, eleven of whom attended 
the Rotnum School. 

Inga - Mrs, Daryll Gibbs, Billings, Montana. 

Reuben - Toronto 

Norman - Regina 

Jeul - St. Paul, Minnesota 

Raymond Lethbridge 

Evelyn - Mrs. Art Anderson, Calgary 
Olive - Mrs. Howard Fransen, Langley, B.C. 
June - Mrs. Jim Spady, Broadus, Montana, U.S.A. _ 
Elmer - Toronto, Ontario J ! 
Shirley- Mrs. Andy Wilk, Saskatoon | 
Donald ~ Wadena 











Mr. Austring served as a trustee on the Rotnum School board for 
six years. He retired from farming in the 1960's but continued to 
reside on the farm until his death in 1976. 









Mrs. Austring now lives in Wadena. Of the forty years spent on 
the farm she says "They were the happiest years of my life.” 
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Rueben Austring 


Born on June 29, 1920 at Beaver Flats, Saskatchewan. At the age 
of four we moved to’Swift Current where my parents operated a dairy 
farm, "Austring's Dairy." 


My schooling began in Swift Current and did not enter Rotnum until 
high school, Grade 10 in 1937. 


My wife Ann and I have four children - two girls and two boys, we 
all live in Ontario. I am extensively involved in International 
Trading of all kinds. 


Herman Allen Family 


Herman William Allen 
Marjorie Almeda (Whaley) 


Mr, and Mrs. Allen moved to the Rotnum district in 1932, and 
lived in this approximate area for 44 years. Mr. Allen farmed all 
his life until he retired. Mrs, Allen taught school for many years. 
Some of the loves of Herman's life were, trading horses or cattle 
and many a good deal was made. 

Their family of five were a great joy to them, they were; 





Francis Mable 

Joyce Marjorie 
Marion Alice Roberta 
June Rose 

Garry Herman 


Mrs. Ronald McInnis - Submitted by Francis 


We were married in 1950 and had our wedding dance in the Meadow 
Bank Hall, We lived in Strathclair, Manitoba until 1956. Then 
moved to New Westminster, B.C., and here we still live. 


We have two children, Ronda and Randy. Ronda married Kurt Tross 
in January, 1977, and Randy married Mylo Eickhart in December, 1978. 
They both live in New Westminster. 


Mrs. Erhard Windhaber - Submitted by Marion 


Joyce ~ Mrs. Magee has two daughters, now lives in New Westmin- 
ster, B.C. 

Marion - Mrs. Erhard Windhaber, We have two daughters and three 
sons. We now reside in Prince George, B.C. 

June - Mrs. Kiland, has two sons and one daughter. They reside 


in Prince George. 











Windhaber family continued- 


Garry - wife Ruby, they have two sons and one gaughter. They 
reside in Prince George and Mr. Allen has his home in the same yard 
as Garry. 


. 
Submitted by the comittee on behalf of Brian and Curtis Anderson; 


Their parents are Evelyn and Art Anderson and they resided 
with Grandma and Grandpa Austring while they attended Rotnum School 


Brian is single and Curtis is married with a family of two 
children. He is a carpenter by trade and both boys live in Calgary. 


Benjamin Avery Family. 


I was the former Lavada Leepart and my parents farmed near Eyebrow 
Sask. At nearby Coronack, I married Benjamin Avery. Ben, as a young 
lad from England, had gone to se@, and later a soldier in both Wars 
Eventually he had taken up farming at Coronack. 


With the onset of the depression and what we commonly call the 
"Dirty Thirties", it found the family moving north to the Meadow 
Bank district in September of 1931. 


My brother, Leonard and I, along with my four children, and 
the family dog, came with our belongings in a Model T. Ben arrived 
on the train with the machinery, cattle and horses. 


The winter was spent with Olive and Ted Ekinan, my sister and 
her husband. From here two of the children, Ted and Rosella went 
to Rotnum School. In the spring the family’moved to the Mz, TO- 
36-12., where we lived for about sixteen years. 


By now the second World War was on, and both Ben and our eldest 
son Ted joined the Army. I, with the help of the other children I 
carried on the farming. 


Later, we bought a farm adjoining the Meadow Bank Hall. A new 
house was built. Ben passed away in 1967, but the farm still remain 
in the family and is farmed by the youngest son Amos. I am residing 
in Wadena. 


Rosella (Avery) Bloom. 


I attended the Duck Creek School from 193I - 39. My teachers wer 
Eva Harrison, Mr. Bordson and Miss. Amy Eskelson, (Brown). 


sil ca acs 


nae 
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Rosella (Avery) Bloom ~ continued 


The McInnis, Donald, Wright and Avery families made up the school 
enrollment. In summer we walked to school, in winter we took the 
horse and toboggan. Somewhere in the late thirties I can remember 
the month of February being 50 - 60 below the whole month. As I re-- 
call only five of us didn't miss school, Wilma Donald, Joyce and 
Ronald McInnis, Ted and I. We probably set a record! Ha! 


In 1938-39 I had permission from Amy Eskelson to attend Duck 
Creek full time, while taking my grades nine and ten by corespon- 
dence. She corrected my work and gave all the assistance I needed, 
even though she was only paid to teach Grades one to eight. Wouldn't 
the unions have fun with that today? 


I also recall the great part Mrs. Fred Jones played in our 
school, not only in the political side, but the organizing of our 
Picnics and Christmas concerts. These two events were the high- 
ight of the country school life. I can still see Mrs. Jones 
turning the handle of the old manual ice cream maker. They just 
don't make ice cream like that anymore. 


The school would be filled to overflowing at our Christmas 
concerts. It was the only time in my life I have been on stage. 


Ruby (Avery) Mack 


My brother Amos and I began school at, Duck Creek in 1929, his 
teacher was Mr. Bordson and I in 1930 with Amy Eskelson. Remem- 
brances of school chums were the Moore twins, Stuart Donald, Jamie 
Wright and Verna McInnis. 


School buses were unheard of in those days and students travel- 
ed in various ways, some walked, others rode bikes or came on horse 
back or buggy. In’winter we travelled by horse and toboggan. 


For recreation we played ball in summer and we managed to buy 
a ball and bat by each family donating a dime or a quarter. We 
would compete against the nearby schools such as Rotnun, Brand, 
Willow Glen and Wolverton. Some of the parents who owned cars 
would transport us to our games. 


One of the high lights of the year was the Christmas concert. 
It was held in the Meadow Bank Hall and about two weeks before it 
was held, the students and teacher would go to the hall everyday 
to practise. The older students would help decorate the tree and 
the hall and Mrs. Gladys Lowndes would help with the music and 
singing. 


When the snow had melted in the spring the yard became a bee- 
hive of activity, practising ror the community field day with five 
Schools competing, Duck Creek, Brand, Rotnum, Willow Glen and 

jolverton. 
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Ruby (Avery) Mack, continued 


The field day was held on a clearing beside Meadow Bank lake, 
starting with a school parade, each school with its banner. At 
noon we would receive a free hot dog, a cool drink and ice cream. 


When all the, events were over and the points counted, the school 
with the most points would receive the trophy for the year. The 
boy and girl with the highest individual points were given silver 
medals and a bronge medal for the highest points in each age group. 
The day ended with a dance in Meadow Bank Hall. 


All the students of that time received their immunization shots 
at the school or hall. The Doctor and a nurse would cone -~ Dr. 
Ferguson and Dr. Jones were the doctors I remember, later all the 
other schools came to the hall and took part. 





As you can see, Meadow Bank Hall was a place of much activity. 
Every two weeks there was a Friday night dance, usually with local 
music, wedding dances were all held there and every election day 
it became the polling station. 


On Sunday the United Church held services every other week, 
from spring until fall blocked the roads. Special services, such 
as Mother's Day, tea would be served at the conclusion of the 
service. For the Thanksgiving service, the hall was decorated with 
vegetables, jars of jam and pickles, which were then given to the 
Minister. ‘After harvest the Ladies Aid woull put on a fowl supper 
and bazaar. In the spring the community ladies would sponsor a 
bean supper and dance. These two events were eagerly awaited and 
well attended. 


This is a picture of a 
gathering at the school 
where everyone came and 
brought their families. 
Here we see Mrs. Aus- 
tring bringing her lunch 
-» donation. 







Don Austring 


I was the seventh son of Mr. and Mrs. Ingvald Austring. As ten 
of my brothers and sisters were to go through the doors of Rotnum 
school, I was not exactly a stranger to the place. I recall the 
afternoon, I think I was in Grade II, while walking outside the 
school yard, I was enjoying myself playing catch with a stone. 
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Don Austring continued 


The stone veered off course on its way down hitting a girl on the 
hack. The teacher was notified and Rotnum justice was handed out 
the next day when I received a strapping - 2 on each hand, I 
believe. The strap reminded me of a trace from a horses harness! 
T can recall during my school years, three strappings in all, one 
of these for what the teacher called being saucy. Can you imag~ 
ine a shy farm boy like me being saucy!!! 


I also recall the year after my brother Juel left Rotnum. 
That is the year branded as persecution year for Ray Schau and 
myself. Several older boys in our grade were having spelling 
problems and they didn't want to be outdone by little squirts 
like Ray and I. Now that we didn't have. Juel to protect us, we 
were given the ultimatum ~ at least a few spelling mistakes or 
else! The "or else" was being dragged head first through the 
snow with a rope, and then hung from the limb of a large tree. 
This treatment, although unknown to the teacher, suddenly came to 
a halt one day when they had tied our hands behind our backs and 
pulled our feet quickly from under us. Ray hit the frozen ground, 
having the breath knocked out of him and began to turn a bit blue, 
while gasping for breath. Needless to say there were a bunch of 
scared classmates. 





Who could forget the day when the white horse driven by Harold 
and Marlene Messenger had its tail neatly removed by one of the 
boys, leaving the horse with a real short "hair do". I thought 
the tail should go home with the horse, so I found a piece of 
twine in the barn, and tied the tail back on, not really expecting 
that the dangling heir piece would ever make it out of the school 
yard. Mrs. Messenzer admitted she was just_a bit angry to see 
the horse coming into the yard with the tail dangling by a string. 


We used to play in the bush on the Tweidt farm cornering the 
school grounds. This one winter day we had built a fire and when 
the bell rang for class, after the noon hour, we all panicked and 
threw snow on the fire to put it out. This proved to be a mis- 
take, because the smoke just billowed up through the trees, notify. 
ing the teacher of mur whereabouts. That ended our activities 
outside the school fence. I can remember one long afternoon, 
sitting on the sunny side of the woodpile, trying to dry out, after 
getting soaked in the dugout. 


It was the habit of the pupils in the winter months to bring 
a can or thermos of soup to school. One day Marion Allan was 

going to heat her can of soup on the stove, it was in a jam or 
syrup can and the lid was on tight, suddenly there was an explosion 
that almost rocked the school, the lid was blown off the can and 
every drop of soup was on the ceiling. 


I renenber playing prisoners base and round base with sone of 
ny classmates, Ray Schau, Jean Evenson and Eileen Leepart. 1 now 
live in Wadeng married to Ann Gortzen, formerly of Tabor, Alberta. 
We have three children and I have a moving van as well as driving a 
school bus - no wonder looking back, I can now appreciate the antics 
of school children, 





June (Austring) Spady 


I started school at Westport near Wadena, where I spent one 
month before moving to Hendon in November 1937. I started sehool 
at Rotnum, At that tine there were seven Austring children at- 
tending Rotnum School. I can recall the seven of us arriving at 
the school for the first tine and being starred at by the other 
students. It wold have been a much more scary experience Had I 
not had so many brothers and sisters with me. 


The next eleven years were spent at Rotnum. The outstanding 
events were the Christmas concerts and the school picnics at the 
end of each school year. I can still taste that homemade ice 
cream. 





For grades Xl and ¥11 I attended a Christian high school at 
Two Rivers Bible Institute. After completing high school,Sybil 
Garrison (Neinnaster) and I went into nurses training at Yorkton 
General Hospital fron 1950 to 53. I then nursed in Wadena Union 
Hospital from 1953 = 1055, . 


Bible school was next in my preparation for becoming a medi- 
cal missionary. Thus, I spent 1955 to 59 at the Prairie Bible In- 
stitute. From there t went to Sozeman, Montana, where I met Jin 
Spady. We were married in August 1963. In June'1966, we went to 
Nigeria as missionaries with the Sudan Interior fission and spent 
the next twelve years there. In June 1072 we returned to the U.S.A. 
and Jin is now administrator of a forty bed Nursing Hame at 
Broadus, Montana. 














We have three sons, David age 15, Dale 14 and Tim 11. All in 
all, I have covered many miles since my days at Rotnum school but 
fondest memories will live on forever. I have enjoyed a very rich 
and full life. God is so good to then that put their trust in F. 











rbert Booth Family 


Herbert and Laura Booth 
with their three sons, Aubrey, 
and Garnet noved to the Meadow 
district in the spring of 1948. 71 
came to the former Carl Peters ranch 
The location of the farm is SW 30-36- 
12 Wand. 











The Booths originally came fron 
Ontario and lived in various parts of 
Saskatchewan, Prior to moving to the 
Meadow Bank district, they farmed 

north of Kelvington. 
















| 
Both Herbert Booth and Laura Hawkins came from farms in Ontario. | 
Herbert was of English descent and Laura, Scottish. They were married | 
in Ontario and had five children; three sons, Alvin,Aubrey and Garnet, | 
and two davghters Irene, ‘irs. Lawrence of Thorsby, Aloerta and Merle, 
Mrs. Crawford of Regina: 


















Herbert Booth Family continued 
Mr. and Mrs. Booth moved to Kelvington to retire in 1954. 
Garnet and his wife Agnes, reside on the home farm with their three 
daughters, Marilyn presently of Saskatoon, Lorraine in Grade XI 
and Michelle in Grade X at the Kelvington High School. 
Albert Bjerke Family 


Submitted by daughter Olga Murray. 





Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bjerke were both born in Norway and later 
came to the U.S.A., where they were married. 


Albert came to Canada while still single, and worked on the 
railroad and in logging camps. He homesteaded north of Wadena on 
the SWi, 36,12. While living there the five children attended 
Duck Creek School. It was a long walk of six miles, so it 1s no 
wonder some of them became discouraged and left school before the 
age to do so. 


In the early days the horses were worked all day in the fields, 
So most people were great walkers, especially our family. They 
walked many miles attending Church services at the home of Helmer 
Wickstrom. 


Some years later, Albert acquired land at Stove Creek, north 
of Lintlaw. 


Albert Bjerke passed away and was buried in the Lutheran 
Cemetery at Hendon. Mother and Carrie walked to Hendon, carrying 
their garden tools to tend the grave. Sister Annie took care of 
Mother until she passed away. 


Submitted by Dan Bjerke 


My father, Albert Bjerke was a school teacher, teaching lan- 
guages in Delwich, Minnesota. He sailed a lot in’Norway. He met 
and married Olivia Erickson, and later moved to the Duck Creek 
area on a farm. They had five children, Carrie, Annie, Daniel, 
Olga and Henry. 


Albert farmed his land with horses and whatever machinery they 
had. It was six miles to walk to school, I didn't like to walk so 
far, so as a result I didn't like school. I would have liked to 
have buses to ride like they have now. School teachers that I 
remem ber were Mrs. Palm, Mr. Lowen and Mr. MacKenzie. My best 
urdend was a Negro boy, Columbus Skinner, whose Mother and Father 
farmed in the area too. They moved back’to the U.S.A. 


My Father used to fire guard the school grounds. Times were 
hard, not much money, people lived from farm produce and gardens. 
Many'had to go to work at an early age. 











10 





Bjerke Family continued 


I went to Alberta to logging camps, this was a new kind of experience 
for a young fellow. 


My sister Annie, married Andrew Nielson of Swan River, Manitoba. 
Olga married Lachlan Murray of Port Coquitlam, B.C. Carrie was 
never married and passed away in 1976. Henry the youngest was killed 
overseas in 1953, in World War II. He was in the Second Division 
Highlanders, Eight Army. 


It is hard to remember, it was a long time ago. 


Fred Burge family 
Submitted by Mary Burge 


Mr, and Mrs. Fred Burge came to Canada from Dorset, England 
in 1906. Mr. Burge worked in Yorkton until 1910. That year he 
came to the Meadow Bank district,and filed on a homestead, the 
SWE 16, 26, 12. On this land he built a frame house and did the 
required homestead duties, breaking thirty acres in three years 
in order to "prove" or obtain the title, 


He also built a log barn, but as often the case, he was unable 
to get water that was fit to drink and never did have a dependable 
supply of good water. 


He bought a team of oxen from Yorkton, 2500 and 2200 pounds, 
so they could really pull a load, especially poplar roots. They 
would look around as though laughing when the double trees broke. 


In 1919 he bought Bill Young's quarter, SE 16, 36, 12 and then 
SE 17, 36, 12. The Meadow Bank Post Office was at the Burgess 
home from 1011 to 1919 and at that time the Rural Route was est- 
ablished with the mail driver delivering mail to boxes along the 
route from Wadena to Kelvington. Carl Patrick was the last mail 
man on the route, driving through all kinds of weather. 


Mr. and Mrs. Burge had one daughter, Mary or Dolly as she is 
fondly called. She and her parents moved to Wadena on retirement 
in 1952, They bought a home just south of the town. They both 
passed away in 1955. Dolly still lives in that home, visiting 
others and more than willing to give a helping hand to any of her 
neighbors. 


Mary, the committee has given you the paragraph in a word of 
Thanks. 
Axel Carlson Family 
Submitted by Ruby Johnson. 


Axel was born in Bjornlunda, Sweden, in December, 1880. In 
1908, as a young man he came to Canada, settling in Manitoba. 
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Axel Carlson family continued 


Later he came to the Wadena district and in 1912 he took up his 
homestead on the SW 12, 35, 13. That same year Axel returned to 
Sweden to bring his bride, Hulda, back to the homestead. 


Axel, with his dry wit was always a welcome guest, and added 
spice to any get-together. He was one of the early trustees of 
the Rotnum school, although they were never fortunate enough to 
have children of their own to attend that school. However they 
were able to give of their love and opened their home to other 
small children. 


Magna was five years old when she came to live with them. 
She attended school at Rotnum, but unfortunately in 1927, she 
became ill and passed away within a short time at the age of 
fourteen. 


Later Ruby Wickstrom came to live with them and attended 
Rotnum School in 1925. She later married a Rose Valley farmer, 
Magnus Johnson and they are now retired and live in town. 


Her sister, Birdie, also spent some years with tnem. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carlson will be remembered for owning one of the 
first classy Model T Ford coupes in the district. 


In 1949 the Carlsons returned to Bjorniunda, Sweden to live. 
Axel passed away in 1958 and Hulda in 1967. 


Ole Christianson Family 
Submitted by Violet Brady 


My parents, Ole and Nettie Christianson, were both born in 
Norway. Father's name was Alfred, but everyone called him Ole. 
They emigrated from Norway to the Langham area, and later to the 
Hendon district. They took up residence on Sec. 23, 36, 13, and 
continued to farm which was the only occupation Father had been 
interested in since a boy. 


Allan and I were the only children. While I would not remem- 
ver, I have since learned that Mrs. Sven Torgerson was the mid- 
wife who assisted at my birth. The Torgersons were our neighbors 
for many years. 


My brother and I have both attended Rotnum School, and I have 
memories of riding a white horse named Daisy. Some of my class- 
mates were Eileen and Margaret Evenson, Alida, Lugella and 
Evangeline Mahlum, Sybil Garrison and Francis Kiland. 


I married Kirk Brady of Aylsham and we have four children. 
We now live in Saskatoon. Allan married Eunice Kidd and has three | 
daughters. 
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John Coates Family 


John William Coates came to Canada in 1913. In 1916 he joined 
the 22nd. battalion in Winnipeg and served overseas. After his 
discharge from the Forces in 1922, he came to Kelvington and 
settled on a farm in the Meadow Bank area. In 1923 he married 
Florence Carr of England, in Wadena. They had two sons, Edward 
Joseph and Raymond Derrick. On December 16, 1939, Florence died 
following 4 short illness. She played a very active roll in the 
Ladies Aid and was a very dear friend to all the people she came 
in contact with. 


Edward married Merle Griffith of Wadena on his return from 
service overseas in the Second World War and is now farming the 
old homestead. Raymond lives in Yorkton. 


In 19h1, Jack married Christina Beaton of Bladworth. They 
had five children, Isabelle, Saskatoon; Eldon, Kelvington; Anne 
(Mrs. Bob Moyes) Estevan; Carol (Mrs. Larry Miller)and Wayne, 
both living in Cranbrook, B.C. 


Jack Coates passed away on October 6, 1974 and was buried in 
Kelvington. Christina lives in Kelvington. 


Ted Coates 
Submitted by Teddy Coates 


Edward Joseph Coates (Teddy) was born while the Jack Coates 
family lived on the Miller farm, the present John Minken farm. 
Later the family purchased the Sanford farm and moved there. 


On leaving school Teddy had an interest in farming and as a 
result he worked in the Meadow Bank and Kelvington areas on several 
farms. 


In the year 1944, he enlisted for service overseas with the 
Regina Rifle Regiment. He returned in the year 1946 to the Meadow 
Bank area, and purchased the former Art Nystrom farm near his Dad's 
and began farming. 


Ted and Merle Griffeth of Wadena were married in 1952 and they 
have two children, a son Randy and a daughter Flor and a grand= 
son Jody. 





Randy is presently employed in Edmonton and Florence (Chris- 
tianson) resides on a farm west of Hendon. They have a son Jody. 


In 1956, Teddy purchased his father's farm and lived there for 
ten years. "He then purchased the Fred Prybilski farm and is now 
residing there. He has been a councillor for the R. M. of Sasman 
for a number of years. Raising Angus cattle has been one of his 
interests for quite sometime along with having an interest in 
L-H Club activities. 
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Ted Coates continued. 


. ae s Here is a typical scene in the 

7 days long ago. This is Mrs. 
Coates and her two small sons 
helping with the threshing. 
To some of us these were the 
times to look forward to. I 
can't help but think that it 
must have been hard work, 
Mothers had to take their 
children with them to the fields 
and barns, as they had to do the 
ghores while the man was harvest 
ng. 


Mrs. Coates was an avid 
quilter, she stitched along with 
the rest of the ladies. They 
found this a very good way to 
get together and visit. 


Raymond Coates 


Raymond Derrik Coates was 
born while the Jack Coates 
family lived on the Miller farm. 
After leaving school he worked 
on ‘several farms in the Meadow 
Bank and Kelvington areas. 


He farmed the Co ates hone 
place for three year, 1956-59, 
then worked in Lockie's Tire 
shop in Kelvington for three 
years. The Shop was sold and Raymond worked under the new manage- 
ment until 1963. He moved to Yorkton and worked for Kelly Spring- 
field Tire until 1077, He was employed on a farm near Yorkton for 
two years. 





He is presently working for the city of Yorkton. 


Raymond and his wife Laura live at 37 Myrtle Avenue, Yorkton. 
They make their annual journey to the Meadow Bank district for 
visiting and get-togethers. 
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Ernest Davis Family 
Submitted by Mary Leitch 


Ernie or "Pop" Davis as he was fondly called, came with his 
wife from Ogema, Saskatchewan, in the 1930's, He lived on the 
NEL, 7, 36, 12, near the Rotnum School. 


They had one child, an adopted daughter Margaret, now Mrs. 
Fred McLeod of Parkvilla, B. C. 


Mr. Davis was a self trained veterinary. In the 1930's there 
was an outbreak of sleeping sickness among the horses and he mana~ 
ged to save the lives of many of these horses by his treatments. 
Every day he would make his rounds with a team and Bennett buggy. 


As their home was within walking distance of Rotnum school, 
many teachers made this home their boarding place. 


Pictured here is one of the teachers 
that stayed at the home of the Davises. 
Many a happy hour was spent at the side 
of the old pot bellied stove, there 
would be a chair on each side of the 
confortable warmth. Mrs. Davis liked 
her work around the kitchen, she 

went about her chores with a happy, 
cheerful smile. 


Neighbours and friends remember their 
dog named Mickie. He was so well 
trained, he was able to save Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis a lot of steps. He would 
bring his own food dish as well as the 
one for the cats. If Mr. Davis needed 
a hammer or wrench, he would call out 
and Mrs. Davis would hand the tod over 
to Mickie to be delivered. 


Mr. Davis loved children, and always 
carried peppermint candy in his pocket 
to share with them. 


Their greatest recreation was a good 
game of crokinole, which with all the 
practice he had, he could just about 
beat anyone. 


They were just one of the many neigh- 
bors that we had around the area that 
pave everyone many happy memories. 


When the time came for retirement, they 
moved their house into Hendon and’ both 
passed away a few years later. 





Mickie 
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Alfred verbyshire Family 


Submitted by George Derbyshire 


Alfred Derbyshire and his wife were both born in England. 
Alfred was orphaned when he was six years old, and was raised by 
Dr. Benardos Homes in London. When he was sixteen years old he 
was sent to Canada to the Benardo farms at. Russell, Manitoba. 


He stayed in the Russell area until 1905 when he came to Sask- 
atchewan and took a homestead in the Nut Lake district. He filed 
on the NWh 2, 38, 12. 


Edith Davies. came to Canada in 1911 and married Alfred Derby- 
shire in 1015, George and Gertrude were born on the homestead at 
Nut Lake. 


In 1919 Mr. Derbyshire drove a school van for the Batestown 
School district, making the round trip every day from Nut Lake 
to Kelvington, as there was no school at Batestown at that time. 


About 1920, he sold the homestead to the Soldier Settlement 
Board, and bought the SWk 22, 37, 12 from Martin Burman. There 
Lila, ‘Jessie and Jim were born. 


This farm was surrounded by schools, all at least five miles 
from our home. There were children from close to home going to 
Duck Creek that was where we attended, it was five miles from 
home. I must say we did not learn very much. As a small child, 
riding five miles on an old pony, we were too tired to study. 


I still remember my first teacher, Henry Lowen, he was a good 
teacher, but very strict. I was scared stiff most of the time. 
Then we had Percy Heffren, we got along good with him, but we did 
not learn too much, as we were still too tired. Then there was 
Mrs. Palm, she was'a very good teacher and we got along good 
with her. 


It is nice to meet and visit with the people I went to school 
with at Duck Creek. Some of them are away from home or this area, 
but they do get back at times and it is great to visit with them. 


In 1928, Brand school was built just one mile from our home, 
we were happy to attend so close to our home. 


I started farming on my own in 1931, in the Brand district. 
I married Clarice Watt in 1939, and we moved to the Batestown 
district in 1941 and farmed there until 1976 when we sold the 
farm and retired in Kelvington. 





We raised a family of five, two girls and three boys. 
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Alexander Donald Family 


Alexander (Sandy) Donald was born in Leith, Scotland in 1884. 
He was a baker by trade, serving four years as’an apprentice. He 
went to sea as an assistant steward for two or three years following 
his apprenticeship. 


At the age of nineteen he emigrated to Canada, landing at Melita, 
Manitoba, in August 1903. He stayed as a farm laborer until the 
early summer of 1905, earning $150.00 a year. 


Sandy, Scott Bransconte and Jim Brand (who was later killed in the 
war of 1914), answered the call "to go west young man, go west". 
He filed on his homestead, sec.28-36-12 and during that summer they 
built sod shacks, returning to Melita for the harvest. In the sum- 
mer of 1906, the same three bachelors arrived in Wadena by rail. 
They pooled’ their resources and bought a team of oxen for $150.00, 
harness for $12.00 and a wagon gear for $15.00, At Mooney's store 
they bought a stove, three axes and a grubstake which consisted of 
flour, oatmeal, baking powder, lard and syrup. The store keeper 
asked what price? The boys had one object in view and their slogan 
was "the cheapest you've got!” Next they went to the bush to make 
a box from poplar poles for their wagon gear. They were all loaded 
‘and set out for their homesteads. How- 
ever it rained for two days, the first 
night on the road they crawled into a 
| haystack, wet clothes and all, to try 
to get some sleep. They spent the 
night peeking out of holes looking for 
daylight. They were thankful for the 
haystack as what blankets they had were 
covering their flour and oatmeal. The 
trip itself was quite an ordeal. The 
team of oxen were green and would head 
for the biggest slough to get away from 
mosquitoes. They had to get into the 
slough themselves and use brute stren- 
gth to get the oxen back on the trail. 










Tt took two days to arrive at the 
spot where they had built their shacks 
the previous year, only to find them | 
_ demolished by herds of cattle, belonging 

_ to ranchers in the area. The animals 

had raided them trying to brush off the 
mosquitoes, which were literally in 
clouds in those days. 


The whole countryside was bush and 
slough. However there was dry land in 
between, and they proceeded to build 
shacks on their respective homesteads, 
three in all, one for each of them. 

They were built with poplar poles stand- 
ing upright, 10'x 12", with a sod roof. — 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald They lathed'them with’willows and plas- | 
tered them with clays They thought | 
they had done a tremendous job as they 
had only hammer, nails and an axe. } 
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Alex Donald Family continued 


Upon returning to their homesteads the following spring, they 
found, much to their disappointment, the rains had washed away a 
lot of the clay and there were holes throughout. Next they built 
a shed for the oxen on Scott Branscombe's place, and proceeded to 
break five acres on each homestead. Now the task to put up hay to 
winter the oxen. They borrowed a scythe from a neighbor. For 
forks they went to the bush and got willows with two prongs, peeled 
and dried then. These,they used for stacking hay. 


The fall of 1906 - 07 settlers poured into the country. Every 
homestead that was surveyed at that time was taken. Many of these 
first settlers did not stay, but moved out for what they hoped 
were greener pastures. 


The winters of 1906 - 07, they spent on their homesteads after 
returning from the harvest in Manitoba. Hopefully with enough 
money to carry them’through the winter and summer. During those 
early days they thrived on duck eggs in the early summer and rabbit 
stew in the winter. That first winter they bought a quarter of beef. 
Having no better place to store it they put it on top of the sod 
roof. The sparrows and woodpeckers roosted on it,as well as the 
wind blowing and covering the beef with dirt from the sod. The 
meat was black, sun-burned and gritty. They ate it, grit and all, 
rationalizing that if grit was good for hogs, a little wouldn't 
do them any harm. 


Before they could haul firewood a sleigh had to be built from 
poplars. They used this sleigh for two or three winters. In 
order to earn money for the coming season, Dad spent several win- 
ters in the bush, approximately eighty miles north, working for 
the Red Deere Lumber Company. The wages were $16.00 to $30.00 a 
month. If your work was not satisfactory you were fired and some~ 
one else took your place. At best, you could expect hay for a bed, 
and supply your own blankets with lots of lice thrown in as a bonus. 





In 1907, Dad and Jim Brand bought a team of horses which had 
been shipped into Elfros with some se ttler's effects. That was 
the last of the oxen. In the summer of 1912, he built one of the 
first frame buildings, it consisted of two rooms. That winter he 
went back to Scotland. He said he was prospecting for a differ- 
ent kind of a partner, he met the girl of his dreams, Catherine 
Leader. At Kirkfield’Farm, the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Harrison 
they were married on April’13, 1914. Dad made his own wedding cake. 


Catherine Donald was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 189). 
Before emigrating to Canada she worked in a shop in fdinburgh where 
they sold golf equipment. She earned eight shillings a week. She 
had her twentieth birthday on the ship coming to Canada. There 
were other brides also sailing to the new land to be married. The 
voyage was very rough, as they were tossed from side to side nearly 
gveryone suffered from sea sickness. One girl remarked,"all this 

ra man", 
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Alex Donald family continued 


Upon arriving at Wadena, Dad met Mother with a team and sleigh. 
Tt was the spring of the year. | For twenty niles they criss-crossed 
around sloughs, picking their way across the prairie. Mother 
thought these were very funny roads. Having lived all her life in 
the city, she had very little knowledge of her future as a home- 
steader's wife. She had never even seen bread baked, but Dad soon 
taught her. She became a very good cook. 


By this time they had a three roomed house, seven head of cattle 
and a team of horses. There was no well on the farm so for seven 
years it was necessary to use water from the lake, hauling it for 
the livestock. Water for the calves and household use was obtained 
by melting snow in tubs on the stove. Clothes were washed on a 
board without a wringer. In the summer the water was often hard 
and had to be softened with ashes. There were no neighbors for 
miles, weeks would go by without seeing another woman. Being 
accustomed to the hustle and bustle of the city, Mother found the 
silence of the prairie over-powering, silence being broken only 
by the howl of a coyote. 


Grain had to be hauled to Wadena. Dad would leave home very 
early in the morning, before daylight, having loaded the night. 
before. He wouldn't return until after midnight, but Mother al- | 
ways waited up for him and had a hot meal ready. In order to 
keep warm the men usually walked or ran behind the sleirhs, How- 
ever, one neighbor, Elif Linden, always sat in the sleigh box, 
and endured the cold. My dad asked him why he didn't get off'to 
walk, he replied, "I'd rather sit and freeze like a man than run 
behind like a don". 


There were no doctors for miles and no hospitals. A midwife, | 
Mrs. Otter, attended our Mother for the first two children, namely 
Rena and Kenneth. Muriel, Wilma, Jean and Stuart. were bora in 
Wadena. 





As time went on Dad purchased five other quarters of land, 
raised a fair sized herd of cattle and owned from twenty to thirty 
horses. In later years he had a herd of purebred Jersey cows, 
milking ten to fifteen cows daily. We girls always said, Dad 

made good use of his daughters for as the last one left home he 
bought a milking machine. 





















Dad remained on the farm almost sixty years. He saw many 
changes, from oxen to horses, cars, tractors, threshing machines 
and combines. He, like the other pioneers worked Fard and at tines 
faced uany hardships and set-backs, but faced each day with courage 
and determination. His motto was, "Persevere, for parseverence 
overcometh difficulties", This must have been the motto of most 
of the pioneers for without perseverence they would not have re~ 
mained to develop this country as it is today. 






Dad passed away in 1963. After Stuart's death in 1972, Mother 
was unable to live alone on the farm. In 1973, the farm was sold 
to Elmer Boen, Having lived fifty-nine years in the same place, 

seeing her children born and raised there, having planted and 
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Alex Donald family continued 


watched so many trees grow to maturity,it was not easy for 
Mother to leave so many memories behind. But her pioneer spirit 
prevailed, she moved to a new home in Kelvington, where she still 
resides. 


Submitted by Rena (Donald) Bien | 


Rena was born on the SE} 28, 36, 12, eldest of the Sandy | 
Donald family. } 


In the spring of 1922, Mother took four of us children home 
to Scotland for one year.’ I started to school at Dr. Bell's in 
Edinburgh, which is still being used as a school. My attendance 
was poor as I seemed to catch everything, measles etc. ending up 
with bronchial pneumonia. 


On our return in 1923, Kennie and I started to school at Duck 
Creek. Archie Seed drove our horse and buggy to school, until we 
were able to handle a horse. One day after we were driving our- 
selves, two horse back riders raced up behind, scared our horse 
and it ran away. Kennie fell out of the buggy, the wheel went 
over his neck. After that he was called "Rubber Neck", 


My first teacher was Mr. Philben, followed by Henry Lowen, 
Miss McLellan, Mra. Palm, who taught the boys and girls to knit. 
Mr. McKenzie who got the girls to pick wild flowers and grasses 
to send to his lady friend. In return she sent a large box of 
home baking. We got a holiday from school to have a picnic. 
Along came the School Inspector. I never hear what his report 
was. This teacher was followed by Mona MeKay who we all liked 
very much. I wrote my Grade VIII then. 


One of the highlights of our school years was our annual 
Christmas Concert. We all got new dresses, our hair curled: We 
especially looked forward to Santa Claus coming, he was played 
by Mr. John Lancley, the best ever. 


Some of the pupils I remember were Archie Seed, Sam and Albert 
Lancley, Mac and Connie Jones, Frank Johns, Phyllis, Leighton, 
Percy and Thurlow Gowan, Alma’and Phillip Brunmond, Eleanor and 
Ern Fuller, Carrie,Annie and Dan Bjerke, Irene Niel, Caroline, 
John and Edith Koch, Millie Sanford, Dorothy Weaver and Cora 
Lindsay, Phyllis and Bert Parish. 


The older boys gave me a rough time chasing me with dead 
gophers and mice. We competed each other on having the best 
garden, they were grown on the fire guard. Some of the games 
I remember were Fox and Geese out in the snow and Pump, Pump, 

Pull Away. 2 
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Rena (Donald) Bien continued 


I stayed hone for several years. Our pleasures were Church, 
Young Peoples, Ladies Aid, putting on plays, dances, quilting 
bees and visiting. 


In 1939, I married Herb Bien, who came to the district as a 
hired man from Shamrock. Our first home was in Flin Flon where 
we lived until 1947. While in Flin Flon we adopted our daughter 
Dianne Thompson who lives at Meadow Lake. She has two daughters, 
Tannis and Dara. 


After leaving Flin Flon we came back and built a house in 
Dad's yard. In 1951 we moved to Hendon where Herb was Co-op 
Manager until 1975. We spent our spare time, the last two years, 
building our retirement home in Kelvington, where we now reside. 


Submitted by Kenneth Donald. 


Kenneth (Ken) Donald was born May 24, 1917, second in a family 
of six, to Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Donald of the Meadow Bank district. 


He attended Duck Creek School from 1923 - 31, later remaining 
at home to help with the work on the farm of which there was 
plenty. They often worked three outfits of horses in the fields 
at one time. In time Ken and his brother Stuart gradually took 
over the farm work. Ken purchased land of his own, but remained 
at home. 


In 1954, he met and married Mrs. Irene Zimmer (nee Hagen) of 
Rose Valley. He moved to the Nut Lake district, where they still 
live and are active in mixed farming. Ken learned to love horses | 
at a very early age, and they became his hobby, he still raises | 
a few good horses to enjoy. 


In 1955, their son Allister was born, making a family of five 
children. ‘They are all on their own now, but come home often to 
visit, much to the joy of their parents. 


Their family consists of Dianne and Mark Thorpe and Shanha i 
of Regina; Gary and Maureen Zimmer, Cameron and Patrick of Warman; = | 
Maureen and Bob Schindelka of New Westminster, B.C; Bartley and i 
Nicole Zimmer and Chantal of Saskatoon and Allister of Saskatoon. | 


The Ken Donalds live on S.W. 22, 38, 12. 


Submitted by Muriel (Donald) Geck 


Remembering back to school years can be very vague in places, 

and prominent in others. Travelling the three miles to Duck Creek | 
School will never be forgotten, the dirt roads and mud, trails 

through fields and pastures, the sloughs and the snowbanks during 
winter months. Sometimes we walked or drove a horse or team, 
whichever was available. 
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Muriel (Donald) Geck continued 


If we had one horse, it was hitched to buggy or toboggan,or a 
team, they were hitched’to a cutter or sleigh, and we picked up 
the neighboring kids along the way. Under these travelling con- 
ditions it was not without many mishaps and frost-bites. Having 
an upset in the snow banks was not unusual, the horses running off 
or a break down. Thanks to good neighbors along the way, Lindens, 
MeInnises, or Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mack, (they lived just north of 
the school), they would come to our rescue. 


When walking home from school, through Mrs. Fegolin's yard, 
(now Charlie Irving's) she would often give us something to eat, 
sometimes in exchange for picking up her axe or hoe left in the 
long grass as she was afraid of snakes. Mrs. McInnis would often 
have a slice of freshly baked bread all prepared, it was delicious. 
During wild berry season, enroute home, we would head for McInnis's 
chokecherry patch. Berries have never compared with those, filling 
our pockets and stomachs, always knowing our mother would chastise 
us, the stained teeth and clothing was @ give-away, impossible to 

de. 


The one incident which remains very clear in my mind was the 
day Drummond's team ran off. Rena and I were catching a ride to 
the north corner on our way home from school, with Alma and Phil. 
Aina drove a snappy tean of blacks on the buggy, We were stand- 
ing behind the seat, going at a great speed with others following 
behind. Going through a low spot the pole of the buggy dropped 
down and ran into the ground, throwing the buggy in the air, land- 
ing upside down. The team took off and ran away home. Phil was 
thrown into the air and was knocked unconscious, the kids all 
assembled around poor Phil, waiting for him to revive. They had 
all forgotten about me until someone saw my feet sticking out from 
under the buggy, the wind had been knocked out of me, so I was 
unable to holler "help". Sam Lancely and Irene Neil were follow- 
ing behind with one horse on a cart. I think Sam took us home and 
McInnises were notified, they took Phil and Alma home. Within the 
last two or three years, Phil and I were recalling this incident. 
Phil didnt get back to’school for two weeks and as he said, "I've 
never been right since”. 





On returning home after my first day at school, I remember 
telling my parents that there was a man going to school. The man 
was Leighton Gowan, with his black velvet cap I thought he was 
just too big to be attending school. Also the other pupils would 
sit me up on a desk at recess and noon hour, asking questions to 
hear me speak, and then laugh at my Scotch accent. So we girls 
spent much time checking up on each other, correcting our pron- 
unciation to the Canadian way. We didn't’do as well with Ken. 


If I'm not mistaken my first school teacher was Percy Heffern 
or Henry Lowen, and his carrying me through the water which he 
thought was too deep for me or my footwear. There was Mrs. Palm 
who taught all us kids, boys as well as girls, how to knit scarves 
and mitts during cold Spells when it was too, frosty to play out~ 
side at noon hour and recess. To this day I'm still knitting them 
as taught by her. 
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Muriel (Donald) Geck continue 


There are wonderful memories of Mona McKay's teaching years 
with us. I was in grade four on her arrival. One big achiev- 
ment, she managed to stop me chewing my finger nails, I admired 
her nails so much and would think, "if I could only have finger 
nails and polished like Miss McKay's". Possibly it was my age 
during her teaching years with us, but I always thought she was 
quite special, and all our good old Christmas concerts, and our 
anticipation for Santa Claus. Mr. Lancely played the part, and 
no one was ever able to replace him. 


The last two years at Duck Creek School, I was able to take 
grades 9 and 10 by correspondence, Eva Harrison and Mr. and Mrs. 
Bordsen helped me whenever I was in need of assistance. I went 
to Wadena High School for grades 11 and 12. I boarded with Mr. 
and Mrs. Scott Branscombe, they were memorable years. 


After completing High School, I was off to work, mostly 
clerking and office work for Burns Company. In 1948, I married 
Norman Geck, we farm south of Kelvington and have one son, Grant, 
who is at home farming. 


Submitted by Wilma (Donald) Lovdahl 


My years as a student at Duck Creek numbered more than the 
average student, for not only did I take grades 1 to 8, but T 
took grades 9, 10, and 11 by correspondence. However, my asso- 
ciation with Buck’Creek didn't end there. For each year till I 
was married, I helped the teachers with their annual Christmas 
Concerts. 


My memories of those years are many; some happy, some sad, 
some humorous and some "just are". 


How well I remember our recess and noon hour softball and 
football games. It must have been "Tackle Football” for as T 
can recall, I usually ended up on the bottom of the heap. When 
the noon bell rang we would all troop in covered with snow from 
head to toe. There was always "Pump, Pump, Pull-away", "Prison- 
er's Base", "Fox and Goose", or "Last Couple Out". 


Our modes of travel were varied, depending on the season. 
Generally in the winter, it was horse and toboggan, but when there 
were four of us attending school, we drove a team and cutter. My 
brother Ken delighted in taking us at top speed over the pitch 
holes, more than once leaving the cutter box behind, much to the 
annoyance of Dad who would have to repair it. In the spring the 
roads would be breaking up, so we had to ride horseback for two 
or three weeks. Not only did we have to carry our own lunch, but 
feed for our horses and any books we may have. These we used to 
put ina bag, usually a sugar bag and tie it around our necks and 
shoulder. We always made a big deal about our horses needing 
water at noon from a nearby slough. This was a good excuse for a 
horse race back to school. The competition was keen and the win- 
ner carried a lot of prestige. Sometimes we walked to school a 
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Wilma (Donald) Lovdaal continued 


distance of three miles and sometimes we naa a cart or buggy. 
Everyone had a school horse. 


Many a winters day we would arrive at school with frozen faces 
and frozen dinners. I can remember toasting our sandwiches on the 
stove poker to thaw then out. Sometimes each family would take 
turns to bring a gallon of milk which we would heat in a kettle of 
hot water to make cocoa. On the really cold days we would all sit 
around the heater, roasting one side and freezing the other. The 
pupils whose desk’was nearest the heater were always assured at 
least of a hot neck and back. Our fingers would be so numb we 
couldn't write till the school house warmed. The winter of 1933- 
3h was extremely cold. Clothing was not like it is now. There 
were no parkas, I wore a pair of felt socks, with at least three 
pair of woollen ones inside so my feet were warm. I froze my face 
everyday for three weeks. In spots my skin was like leather. 

There were only five pupils at school for those three weeks. Look- 
ing back I'm not sure if we were the tough ones or the foolish ones, 
I doubt very much if we acquired much knowledge those cold days. 


I went right from Grade 1 to 6 with Mona McKay as my teacher. 
She left our school in midterm and well I recall.that day. All 
the girls were crying. I think we thought we were loosing our 
mother. Miss McKay even kissed the boys good-bye. What a dra- 
matic day! No one ever kissed anyone at school. 


After I completed high school, Joyce Maynes taught Duck Creek 
for two years. We established a lifetime friendship. I was help- 
ing my parents on the farm those years, for. it was war time and 
help was hard to get. The many activities Joyce and I thought up 
by way of entertainment. We had a saying "at least we are ori- 
ginal", 


Each winter the young people of the district would put on a 
three-act play. Our star comedian was ‘Harry Linden'--even when 
he wasn't, supposed to be funny. But when Joyce and I offered to 
Hold up the blanket for him as a dressing room he protested pro- 
fusely. 


In June 1944, Nels Lovdahl and I were married at our home on 
the farm. We have three children, all living in British Columbia, 
David i8 an Engineer with the Ministry of Environment at Kelowna; 
Sandra married Paul Haugen, with the RCMP. Their home at present 
is in Terrace where she is nursing. Peggie married David Rusnell, 
who is also with the RCMP. For several years she taught primary 
grades in British Columbia, but is now devoting her time as a 
homemaker and mother. They have one small son, Quinn Alexander. 


As one most logically recalls those school years, I suppose 
by today's standards they were hard. But, perhaps it wasn't all 
bad. We learned to cope with most anything the environment handed 
us and to make the best of it. I don't remember ever having to 
search for my identity-- I just was. 
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Wilma (Donald) Lovdahl continued 
As I look back I realize what a large part the country school, 

our classmates and teachers played in our lives. We spent, nore 
awake hours in the schools than we did in our homes. Summing it all 
up; +-.perhaps not tog nany of us, becane rich or famous, still I think 
not only Duck Creek #2002, but all similar country schools“can nes- 
tle down in the annals of time and say "a job well done.” 


Submitted by Jean(Donald) Brownlee. 


Jean is the fifth child born to Mr. and Mrs. Alex Donald. She 
grew up on the family farm in the Meadow Bank district and attended 
School at Duck Creek for grades one to ten. During those years my 
teachers were, Miss Harrison, Mr. Bordson, Miss Eskelson, Mr. Leitch 
and Miss Maynes. 


We had a lot of good times at our country school and our annual 
Christmas Concert was the highlight of the year. Since this event 
took place in the Meadow Bank Hall, we were permitted to skip 
afternoon classes and go to the hail for a dress rehearsal. 


In those years, children were undaunted by the severe winter 
weather, but then how could one feel cold while participating in a 
rowdy game of football or Fox and Goose. With the arrival of spring, 
came Arbor Day, when we spent the entire day in the school yard, 
planting trees and raking and cleaning, The big treat was roasting 
potatoes in the ashes of the bonfire--how good they tasted--even 
the burnt ones. 


After completing my ten years at country school, I took my 
grade eleven and twelve in the Kelvington High School. Following 
my graduation I was employed at the Co-op Store in Kelvington and 
later at Al and Mary DeShaye's Ladies Wear. 


In 1949 I married Ian Brownlee and since that time we have 
been farming. We have a family of three. 


After graduating from High School, Bruce spent one winter 
working in British Columbia in a lumber camp, and several other 
winters working in the Northwest Territories with Oil Exploration. 
He now farms with Ian. 


Shelley completed her grade twelve and spent one year at Uni- 
versity, then worked in a Photo Studio and Nursing Home in Saska- 
toon. She married Russell Feairs and they have two children, 
Shayne and Marni. 


Pattie is in grade eleven and upon completion of grade twelve 
plans to train in the vocation of her choice. 


I am the "chief cook and bottle washer " at the Brownlee resi- 
dence. Spring through fall, I serve as the official farm "Go-Fer" 
== you know "go for" repairs, go for dinner, the fuel, the truck 
and auger, etc. etc. 


ik 
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Jean (Donald) Brownlee continued 


My favorite summer pastime is gardening, in winter it is curling. 
Despite the ups and downs of farming, I love the country life and 
hope that I will never have to exchange it for a town or city life. 


Mr. Jack Drummond 


Mr. Drummond came originally from Bruce County in Ontario. He 
was one of a family of eleven. The Drummonds spent several years 
at Holland, Manitoba, where they farmed. Jack worked for thirteen 
years with his father and finally decided to come west and home- 
stead in central Saskatchewan. 


He came to Kylemore in 1905, to the home of his cousin, Mr. 
Dan Rankin. From there he came’north to Henry Schmidts and lo- 
cated his homestead. He returned to Manitoba for the winter and 
came with three horses and implements to Wadena in 1906. He 
homesteaded on the NEL 36, 36, 12. He stayed with the Schmidts 
while he hauled lumber from Wadena to build his one room, four- 
teen foot, shack and barn. He bought the Pete Schmidts place and 

moved there and married Mis: Mary Burman in 1913. Their four child- 
ren were all born there. Their nearest school was Duck Creek and 
the older children were briefly enrolled there. 





Mr. Drummond did his farming with horses and raised some very 
fine stock in his day. His farm was situated close to the prob- 
able location of the old Dominion Government Telegraph line, 
yy was in operation through this country in the 1880's. ‘The 
eastern section from Selkirk to Livingston, twelve miles from 
Pelly, was built and in operation by July 1876. The western sec- 
tion which passed directly through, south of Kelvington and Mea~ 
dow Sank district, was completed to Laduke, Alberta by November 
of that year. It’passed from Pelly through this area to Humboldt. 
‘ther near neighbors of Mr. Drummond, Jack Lanceley and the Gowans, 
have found unmistakeable evidence of this famous old line on their 
homesteads. Mr. Lanceley had one of the old insulators which 
carried the wire, and had at one time several of the handmade nails 
used in construction. He has plowed out pemmican and many other 
relics of the Indian People who once lived here before the home~ 
steaders came, and is the local authority on matters pertaining to 
those early settlers. We quote Mr. Russell, in the "Carlton Trail” 
‘Much trouble was experienced in keeping the line in operation. 

The eastern part passed through low marshy land and woods, and in 
the west, (which is our district) the buffalo pushed over many of 
the poles while rubbing their shaggy sides against them. At times 
prairie fires burned many of the poles. Then, owing to the change 
in the route of the CPR, the portion of the original line east of 
Humboldt was abandoned in 1881, and the new lines from South 
QutAppelle to Humboldt were completed in 1883. 











Mrs. Drummond died and buried in the Kelvingrove Cemetery. Mr. 
Drummond retired to Kelvington, his two sons farm the original home. 
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Submitted by Dorothy Drew St Goddard (Evans) 


I was born to Sam and Mary Rose Evans (Genaille) and one of 
eight children. My father farmed, and I with my older brother and 
sisters, attended Rotnum School. I also had a half-brother, Joe Gillis 
who never lived with us, but was raised by his grandparents. So never 
took the Evans name. His grandfather, Antoine Genaille, who raised 
him, was a kindly, unassuming man with great strength of character. 


The following excerpts of Antoine's were submitted by Mr. Cliff 
Lee of Hendon. 


Antoine was born in the year 1836 at Ile Le Crosse, he had a 
colorful life, hauling mail, freighting and was a factor at the Hud- 
son Bay Post at Nut Lake, north west of Kelvington. 


Antoine hauled mail from Fort Garry (Winnipeg) to Edmonton, also 
freighted the first Printing Press over the same route by dog team. 
He made trips with the mail on foot as a runner. 


He was a man of great stamina, having broke trail for forty miles 
on snow shoes and made forty miles on trail with dogs in the one 
day. 


One time a number of Hudson Bay men were going by sleigh fron 
the Nut Lake Post to the Fort Livingstone Post, (Pelly). This time 
the trip was being made by horse and Antoine figuring the horses were 
too slow, decided to go on foot alone. When the party arrived with 
their horses, they were surprised to find that Antoine had arrived 
already at the post well ahead of then. 


My father, Bob Lee, told me about Antoine freighting from Yadena 
to his Post by dogs. He would come the first ten miles to my dad's 
then tie up the dogs, the lead dog in one corner and the wheel dog 
in the other corner of the shack, that way there was no fight. 


He served as a guide for the N.W.M.P. during the rebellion, 
while crossing the plains by buckboard during the rebellion, in the 
company of a lir. Dewdney, they ran short of food, so Antoine killed 
a skunk. Mr. Dewdney did not relish the thought of eating a skunk, 
so declined but hunger got the best of him and he decided to try 
some. 





About then the Indians spotted the buckboard and took after 
them. When the shooting began, Mr. Dewdney became frightened and 
crawled to the bottom of the buckboard, while Antoine handled the 
team with one hand and the rifle with the other. 


This same Mr. Dewdney later became Lieut. Governor of Saskatch- 
ewan. 





s 
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Samuel Evans 


Sam Evans came to the Rotnum District in the early 1920's or 
around 1919. He was very instrumental in helping to organize the 
Rotnum School District. Sam was the secretary of the committee 
to get the school built. 


The family consisted of John, Dorothy, Gwen, Sam Jr., Bill, 
Liazie, Mary and George. 


They lived on Sec. SW 6, 36, 12. Mr. Evans was a veteran. 


The family went to Duck Creek school. 


Anna Evenson Family 


Mrs. Anna Evenson and three children, Edward, Clara and Bennie, 
moved to the district in 1912 and settled on the farm next to the 
Holstons, (NW 2, 36, 13). Bennie was about 12 years when they 
arrived. He attended school in Victoria Park for a time, then 
went back to Max, North Dakota, where he attended school’ and was 
confirmed in the Lutheran Church. He returned to his Mother's 
farm in Canada. 


In 1924 Bennie Evenson and Dollie Halsten were married and 
lived on the Evenson farn. They bought the land in 1926, 


Bennie served on the Rotnum School Board for many years. In 
those days the district people did the upkeep and repairs on the 
school in order to save money. Bennie spent many hours helping 
with this job. His wife had the job of scrubbing the floors for 
a year or nore. 


Dollie and Bennie attended the Lutheran Church and Dollie has 
always been interested and active in the Ladies Aid. 


They had five children, Margret, Eileen, Gordon, Norman and Jean. 
They all had their elementary schooling at Rotnum, except Gordon who 
was an invalid from birth. 





- ee oe Benny Evenson's family 
Anna's three children 











28 





Ben Evenson family continued 


Margret Evenson became a teacher and has now taught at various 
places in Saskatchewan for thirty-one years. She married Lloyd 
Bucknum from Springside in 1951. They have one daughter Lynn of 
Edmonton, Alberta. Lynn remembers attending Rotnum School for one 
week while she visited her grandparents. 


In 1965’ Bennie Evenson was instantly killed in a tractor acci- 
dent, the family farm was purchased by Lloyd and Margret. 


Dollie Evenson has her home in the same yard. Her home is the 
old Rotnum teacherage, but she had two rooms built on and has made 
other renovations. She lives here during the summers and spends 
her winters in Alberta and British Columbia. 


Eileen Evenson worked as a telephone operator in Wadena and 
Canora for many years. She married Ernie Samuels of Canora in 1949. 
They have two daughters, Linda in Saskatoon and Cheryl of Kinistino. 
Eileen and Ernie have lived in Calgary for the past, seven years. 
Eileen as done secretarial work since moving to Calgary. 


Norman Evenson went to work on oil wells with his uncle when he 
left home. He married Maxine Carlson in 1959. They have two girls, 
Shannon and Charlene. They now live in Youbou, B.C., where Norman 
is employed at the plywood mill. 





Jean Evenson went to Winnipeg to work, there she met and mar- 
ried Cecil Smith.” ‘They have six children, Cecil Jr., Cail, Dale, 
Donna, Lorne and Sandra. They have lived’in Calgary for the past 
fifteen years or more. 





The Evenson children all remember that 3} mile walk to school. 
They walked in sumer and in winter rode horseback, used a toboggan, 
rode on a stone boat, or in a cutter. Margaret and Eileen walked 
one whole winter. 


Flostrand Family 


In 1927, Svein Flostrand was immigrated from Norway to the 
Rotnum district. In 1928, Arnie followed him. They both worked 
on elevator construction during the summer. They bought land, 
NE 11, 36, 13, and started farming. 


In 1930, John Flostrand and father Hans arrived. They all 
lived on the farm together. In 1934 or 35, John and Svein moved 
away, and their father Hans, returned to Norway. 


Arne married Mabel Lindstrom who had been a teacher at Rotnum 
School during 1932-33. They lived on the farm till 1938 when they 
sold to the Tweidt Brothers. 
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Fuller Family 


Submitted by Alice Mae Fuller 


Father - Larry Fuller (English). Rancher in Chicago. Did not 
reside in Canada. 

Mother - Alice Fuller (English). Nee Barler, Came from Chicago 
in the spring of 1913 with 3 small 
children. 


Brothers = Lawrence Ernest Fuller 
- Fuhrman Fuller (died in Chicago at 2 years of age) 
Sisters  - Helen Eleanor Fuller, (Whyte) 
- Rose Esther Burman (3 sister, Purves). 


Farm location - four miles west of Kelvington 


Schooling = Duck Creek. The teachers I remember are Mrs. Bob 
McGowan, and Mrs. Billy McQuarry. My school friends 
were Olive Gowan, Caroline Koch and Albert Lanceley. 
We travelled by horse and buggy four miles to school. 
Iwas good in spelling bees. Our first home had 
only two rooms. 


Step Father - Martin Burman (Dutch American), farmer. 


Submitted by Fraser Whyte for wife Eleanor 


One of the very early settlers to homestead in the Meadow Bank 
district was Mr. James Brand who, with Mr. Alex Donald (Sandy), 
immigrated to Canada from Leith, Scotland. Jimmy, as he was known, 
filed on the SE, 4, 37, 12, W2. in 1906. 


Neither of these gentlemen knew anything about farming, in fact, 
Jimy was a sailor, and because of an eye injury, had decided to 
to leave the sea and come to Canada. 


Their first log cabin was built on Sandy's quarter with logs 
perpendicular rather than horizontal, and the plastering left much 
to be desired. 


He, Ike many others, spent the winters, in logging camps on the 
Red Deer, to finance the next summer's farming. In 1915, he joined 
the 65th’Battalion and was in the first draft that went overseas. 
He was killed on the Somme in 1916, 


In 1917, his sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Fraser 
Whyte, came’from Brandon and took over the farm. In 1919 Mr. Whyte 
passed away, and Mrs. Whyte with her son, Fraser, moved to Wadena. 
‘he farm was then rented until 1926 when nephew, Fraser Whyte, 

took over, Frazer farmed it until 1973 with his wife Helen Eleanor 
Fuller, whom he married in 1934. She was the second eldest daughter 
of Mr.’and Mrs. Martin Burman, 
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Fraser and Eleanor had a family of one son and four daughters. 
Fraser Jr. lives in Regina,where he met and married Wilma Beat~ 
tinger. They have one son, Trevor and two daughters, Lisa and 
Tanya. Alice lives in Edmonton, she is married to Jack Thomas, 
formerly of Portage la Prairie.’ She met him while she was in 
nurses training there, They have a family of one son and four 
daughters, Bruce Colin, Darcy, Allanna and Wanda (twins), and 
Mallory. Joan lives in Regina where she met her husband, Bob 
Watson. They have their own business, Watson's Electric. They 
have one son, Lyle, and two daughters, Laurie and Sandra. 

Anita of Winnipeg is married to Edwin Bohn of that city, their 
family consists of two boys, Darren and Dalles. Then there is 
Mary, who has lived in ‘Toronto for a number of years, where she 
met and married Mark Ely. They have a family of one son, Jason, 
and one daughter, Sherri-Anne. They have now moved to Winnipeg. 


In 1973, Mr. and Mrs. Whyte retired and moved to Kelvington. 
Their retirement was saddened by the passing of Mrs. Whyte in the 
summer of 1975. Eleanor was born in the U.S.A., and came to Canada 
with her brother, Ernie, her sister, Mae, and mother. Mrs, Fuller 
who later married Mr. Martin Burman, was a sister of Mr. Ernie 
Barker, a Kelvington pioneer. Frager was born in Edin borough, 


Scotland. He came to Canada in 1914 with his pioneer parents. 


A matter of interest, in 1928 a school was built one quarter 
of a mile from Set. Brand's homestead and was named after bin. 
Tt was later closed and moved into Kelvington and converted into 
a home. 


Jay Garrison Family 
Submitted by Sybil (Garrison) Weinmaster. 
Memories of Rotnum School #1 


In the spring of 1936, I commenced Grade I 
at Rotnun. My hair was _a swede blonde 
then and styled in ringlets created from 
winding the hair around a rag. My mother 
was an artist at this nightly task. 


For the first day of school, I donned 
a navy serge skirt sewn by ny mother, & 
red sweater, fawn cashmere ribbed hose, 
peach fleece lined bloomers (peach was 
my mother's favorite color), a navy 
chinchilla coat, red helmet and leather mitts complimented this outfit 
Lunch was packed in a Rogers syrup pail. Sandwiches were made of 
homemade bread, bulk cheese, bought from A.G.Anderson's Red and White 
store in Hendon, one orange or a few dates for a treat. 


Reading, writing, and arithmetic were taught to six beginners 
by Don Leitch whom I'm sure we frustrated. By Friday he was ready 


to boil us in oil. 





Mr. and Mrs. Whyte 
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Sybil (Garrison) Weinmaster continued 


Highlights of the season were the Christmas concerts, where every 
female student appeared in taffeta or satin with a starched ribbon 
inher hair. Halloween parties were fun and everyone canes, “Ote 
annual summer picnics with races, ball games, and homemade ice cream 
were treats. School activities consisted of softball games, pri- 
Soners base, fox and goose, lightning anti-over. Friday afternoons 
we held a Red Cross program with students participating. I recited 
the following verse every Friday for six years, I'm sure: 


Sing Blue Bird sing 
A song of happy spring 

The air is soft, the sky is blue 
And flowers wait to welcome you 
Sing Blue Bird sing. 


On rainy days the cloak room took on the form of a ballroom 
Eileen Evenson was the dance instructor. The doors to the class- 
room were carefully suarded, while Eileen and her students swayed 
to "Life in the Finland Woods". A lively Schottische or square 
dance usually resulted in another crack in the plaster. 





With the arrival of spring came measles, whooping cough and 
chicken pox. Any chest complications of that era were effectively 
treated with Mrs. Harrison's goose grease. Also, by the end of 
the first week in school it was usually necessary to undergo 
Capitis Pediculus treatment, better known as delousing --- out 
came the coal oil and a fine tooth comb! 


There were the visits from Sparks, the Superintendent. "Mr. 
Sparks" I mean. We appeared as a thief in the night, a tall, 
heavy gentleman who bore the appearance of a Sergeant Major. His 
favorite color must have been grey, because he appeared in a grey 
suit for ten years. Under his arm he carried a mysterious brief 
case or folder, and we younger students envisioned therein a load- 
ed pistol, ready to roar at any moment. His visits consisted 
mainly of prowling up and down the aisles. This nerve wracking 
procedure carried on for thirty to sixty minutes. Long enough 
for everyone to dispose of their precious Watkins chewing gum <- 
a deathly silence prevailed. By the time he made his final round, 
and graciously shook the teacher's hand, we all had to go to the 
backhouse. 


We lived two and a half miles from school. If the weather was 
decent, I walked. Modes of transportation varied. In winter I 
was usually driven by horse and cutter, toboggan or even a manure 
sled was used. In summer we used the horse and buggy.I was driven 
to Scramstad's corner, which is about half way to school, and walked 
from there. 


In summer I always walked home. One evening on our way home 
from school, my friend Frances Kiland and I came to a tempting mud 
hole in front of Alex Weekland's gate. What a challenge, cross 
over or go around. Naturally we went through, Well, it’was like 
quicksand. Frances disappeared up to her knees and iost her rub- 
bers. We hunted, dug and probed, but to no avail. In her sock 
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Sybil Weinmaster continued 


feet, Frances walked home. I shall never forget the lpok on Joe 
and Clara's faces. We looked as though we had been on a safari 
hunt for a week! Clara's sour cream cookies were extra good that 
day. 





The annual school meeting was usually held every January in 
50° below weather. The colder the better, for the air was hot. 
The conduct of this meeting was usually very spontaneous with the 
sense of much action, hiring, firing, suspensions were not unusual, 
all problems were publicly aired, no’exception to the rule. 


I remember Dad speaking of the school act - with his keen mem- 
ory, he knew it backwards. Our mother, who was reserved and some- 
what sophisticated, stayed home on these wild excurisions. She did 
& crossword puszle, providing there wasn't a hole in the mantle of 
the Alladdin lamp. - 


After finishing school at Rotnum, I went on to attend Wadena 
High, then to Two Rivers Bible Institute. In 1950, I entered | 
nurses training at the Yorkton General Hospital. Stern discipline, 
long hours of study, macaroni and cheese for supper every other 
night were all a part of our nursing career. It has been a most 
satisfying profession. Immediately following rraduation, I re~ 
turned to Wadena to nurse with Dr. Rollins (our family physician) 
in the operating room. It was indeed a privilege to work with 
this keen surgeon, who made his diarnosis by lookinc in the 
sclera of the patient's eyes. 


To bring this story to a perfect climay, T meta man while in 
nurses training. The only fellow who ever passed my father's care- 
ful_scrutiny. We were married in the former Yadena Paptist Church 
on Septenber 30, 1954. My husband, Mel Neinmaster, was born and 
raised in the Yorkton district and commenced his career in the re~ 
tail business twenty-six years aro. 








He manazed a Safeway supermarket for sixteen years, it has been 
a rather demanding life, but he looks forward to an early retirement. 


Mel has been a wonderful father and friend to our two sons. 
James Richard, are 22, attends the U of S in Saskatoon, College of 
Commerce. He'loves politics, adventure galore, could travel for- 
ever, I'm sure, He is majoring in marketing, So perhaps this will 
afford him a few of his heart's desires. 


Tim is our 18 year old who has finished his Grade XII, and is 
employed at Macdonald Consolidated Ltd. Unlike his brother, he is 
the conservative spender of the two and usually ends up financing 
his swinging older brother. We enjoy having Tim at home. He gets 
blamed for everything, but has not threatened to leave home yet. | 
He has my father's keen wit and Grandpa Weinmaster's quiet personality. 





I look back to my school days with a sense of pride and nos- 
felgta. To celebrate this homecoming is truly an event of a life 
time. 
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To those of you who have worked so diligently to make this 
weekend a reality; thank you for keeping the banners of our Alms 
Mata flying. 


In closing, I wish to pay special tribute to my late parents 
who pioneered in the Rotnum district. How thankful for parents 
who encouraged our education, who taught us honesty and respon- 
sibility, Their great wisdon and guidance has played such an 
interral part in the lives of our families. 


Memories submitted by Leslie Garrison 


These memoirs are an attempt to record chronologically a 
decade of history in rural Saskatchewan. A decade of pioneer 
history, within the context af the Rotnum School District. 
Fictionalization of character and events has heen conscien- 
tiously avoided. Hence the descriptions, anecdotes, and refer- 
ences to my ‘amily, teachers and friends are, to the best of 
my knowledre and recollection, reliably factual. 


The following pages are presented as a dedication to the 
memory of those pioneer farmers, including my parents, whose 
vision and sacrifice brought the Rotnum School District into 
being, to those teachers who gave unselfishly of themselves and 
their knowledge that I might be better educated, and lastly to 
ny fellow classmates who provided me with keen academic compe- 
tition within a wholesome social environment. 


The Rotnum School District, like most of the school districts 
that were formed in the pioneer communities of Canada's North- 
western frontier, was composed of immigrants of various ethnic, 
cultural, and religious backgrounds. They were a hardy lot with 
ancestral roots in the British Isles, the Scandinavian countries, 
and Germany. Some of these pioneers’ came directly to Canada from 
Europe, while others, including wy father, emigrated from the United 

tates. 


My father, Howard Jay Garrison was born near Fosston, in Cook 
County, Minnesota on September 19, 1888 to Hugh Garrison’ and Sarah 
Colter. Sometime after my father's birth and prior to 1900, the 
Garrison family moved to Appleton City, Missouri, where my grand- 
father was engaged in farming. However, he found it difficult to 
provide for his family froma farm that was dotted with hardwood 
stumps. I suspect, though I have no proof, that my grandfather 
moved to Missouri for my grandmother's health. She had contracted 
tuberculosis, and the rigors of the winters of northern Minnesota 
would have accentuated her problem. In any case, she passed away 
on the farm in Appleton City about 1900. 


The loss of his mother made an indelible impression upon my 
father who was scarcely twelve years of age at the time. Ona 
number of occasions, I recall, my father shared the simple, pro- 
found circumstances of my grandmother's death. 
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Leslie Garrison continued 


The northwest beckoned my grandfather again. This time, however, 
it was the Canadian Northwest Territories. Peace had returned to the 
area following the Riel Rebellion in 1885. Now 160 acres of fertile 
land could be acquired as a "homestead". There were no hardwood 
trees or stumps to contend with, and moreover, transportation rates 
were kept low to encourage immigrants. Thus,’in 1900, my grandfather 
Garrison, now a widower with six children, decided to move to Canada. 


The plans for the trip were as follows, the younger children 
would travel on a passenger coach under the care of my father's 
eldest sister, Dora, My grandfather would ride in the box car with 
the farm equipment and household effects, just to make sure that all 
would go well. However, all did not go according to plan. As the 
box car jolted into motion, and as the train picked up speed, a 
young urchin emerged from hiding. It was my father. He had’ not 
taken kindly to the idea of being seperated from my grandfather for 
the duration of the trip. Moreover, he certainly was not about to 
miss the excitement of riding in a box car all the way to Canada. 
So, my father had stowed away among the personal effects. As I pen 
these lines, I cannot help but wonder what inner conflict of cling- 
ing to the land where their loved one had recently been laid to rest, 
and what hopes and aspirations for the future in Canada must have 
struggled for supremacy in their emotions as they shared that long 
and wearisome journey north. 


In 1905, Saskatchewan entered the Confederation of Canada as a 
province. ‘the following year, as soon as he had turned eighteen, 
ny father treked about 120 miles northest of Yorkton. Here some 

15 miles north of what today is the village of Wadena, my father 
selected a homestead and filed a claim on the NWi, 24,36,13. Grand= 
father Garrison homesteaded the adjoining quarter section of the 
land to the east. 


Notwithstanding the hardships of frontier life, things were now 
beginning to look a little brighter for the Garrison family. My 
grandfather remarried while still in Yorkton, His second wife was 
a widow by the name of Jeannie Moore with a beautiful little daug- 
hter named Doris. She would one day become the wife of John Prouse 
of Kelvington, 


In the meantime, a camaraderie developed between my father and 
his stepsister that would endure untarnished for the entire span 

of their lives. No doubt this feeling of kinship was cemented on 
those balmy spring days when the little girl with laughing eyes 
would climb on top of the drill box, sit down in front of my father, 
completely entrusting herself to his care as he sowed his field. 


However for the pioneer, life's sweet experiences were fre- 
quently tempered with bitter ones. During the period that Crand- 
‘ather Garrison made his headquarters in the Yorkton area a number 
of tragedies struck the family. First, it became apparent that ny 
father's youngest brother, Russell would be a cripple for the rest 
of his life. Accidentally, he had been dropped as a baby, and he 
was now developing a severe case of curvature of the spine, along 








Leslie Garrison continued 


with other complications. Then Mae, my father's youngest sister 
was suddenly stricken with diphtheria and passed away. And finally 
my grandfather fell victim to the harshness of winter in the 
Canadian Northwest. While returning from the woods with a load of 
firewood, he froze his feet. One foot had to be amputated. Winter 
wore into spring and spring into early summer as my grandfather 
convalesced in the Yorkton General Hospital. Finally, the long 
awaited day arrived in which he was to be discharged. Ironically, 
however, he succumbed to a heart attack on the very day he was to 
return home. 


In 1911, another immigrant arrived in Yorkton. She was Mary 
Eliza Richards, a stonemason, and Sarah Lightfoot in St. Helens, 
near Manchester, England in 1888. This beautiful, petite, fine- 
featured, retiring young woman had travelled across the Atlantic, 
"steerage" class to be with her father who was living in Yorkton 
at the time. 


Subsequently, Mary Richards and her 
father moved’to the Wadena area. Evan 
Richards, later to become the only 
grandparent I knew personally, pur- 
chased.a half section of unimproved 
land from the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
road. As I recall, his property was 
situated about a mile east of what 
today is the intersection of Highways 
# 35 and 49. “My Grandfather Richards 
a very good natured, morally upright, 
jolly sort of individual. He was 
particularily fond of my sisters and 
me, and some of the happiest moments of 
my childhood were spent in his company. 
He had so much to share about his ex- 
Periences in England, about relasives 

had never seen, and about the Royal 
Family of whom I’ considered myself a 
loyal, devoted subject! 


Mr. and Mrs. Jay Garrison 


Mary Richards, my mother-to-be, received her first real intro- 
duction to pioneer life on the farm of her uncle and aunt, Mr. and 
Mrs. Otter. Here, some 25 miles northeast of Wadena, she learned 
the basics of pioneer baking and cooking, to be resourceful, "to 
make do with very little.” 


The tension of adjusting to a new way of life, and of learning 
new skills, was not without its moments of humourous relief. In 
this regard, one of my mother's favorite recollections of those days 
of initiation and apprenticeship concerns the first loaf of bread 
she baked for her aunt. Yo my mother's dismay it turned out to be 
almost indestructibly hard! Something had gone wrong, but there 
would be other opportunities to perfect her baking skills. In the 
meantime, my frugal English aunt decided that with a coat of shoe 
blackening the unyielding loaf would be "just the ticket" for a 
doorstop. And a doorstop it became, my mother would laugh and recall. 








36 


Leslie Garrison continued 


With the improvement of her culinary skills, my mother decided 
to seek employment as a house maid. Her search for employment took 
her to Ruddell, near North Battleford. Here, she worked as a maid 
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Tyson for quite sometime. However, 
she had already made the acquaintance of my father at the Otter home, 


In the meantime, the. relationship continued to develop satis- 
factorily, thanks to his Majesty's postal service and a visit fron 

my father. Dora, my father's oldest sister, had by this time married. 
Her husband was a good-natured, witty, little Irishman by the name 

of William Strain. Together, they had settled on a farm east of 
North Battleford. This, in a visit to the area, my father was able 
to "kill two birds with’one stone.” 


Accordingly, on Sept-1, 1914, Mary Eliza Richards became the 
bride of Howard Jay Gafrison. ‘he brief ceremony was solemnized 
in Wadena, in the church buildink that later became known as the 
United Church. As my parents were leaving the church with their 
attendants, my mother's wedding veil caught on something and was 
torn. Noting my mother's predicament, my father turned to her 
and quiped, "Never mind, that will do for the baby's bonnet!" 


The good neighbours of the area joined in the wedding cele- 
brations with gifts and a country style dance. Whether this dance 
took the nature of the "shivaree" that newlyweds were customarily 
given in the pioneer communities in those days, I do not know. 
However, of this I am certain, my parents frequently referred to | 
their wedding dance, and to one of their neighbours, Mrs. Dick 

Yee, who provided music by humming through a comb faced with | 


tissue paper. During his bachelor days particularily, my 

father was frequently asked to call square dances, an activity 

which he thoroughly enjoyed and carried out with some expertise. | 
Knowing my father, and knowing of his popularity in this regard, 

I strongly suspect that before the evening was over he had called 

some of the square dances at his own wedding party? 


My mother had managed to save a scant $25.00 from her wages. 
This sum represented the total cash assets of my parents as they 
took upon themselves the rather formidable task of transforming a 
homestead into a farm, not to mention the added responsibility of 
feeding, clothing, and educating a family, But, like their neig— 
hbours, they exhibited a willingness to sacrifice and work together 
toward’a common goal, namely - to raise a family of which they could 
be justly proud, and’to achieve a measure of financial security. 


In the course of time three children were born to this union. 
Howard Leslie Garrison, the writer, arrived on November 20, 1916 
a few hours ahead of Dr. Rollins who had been summoned to my 
parents cabin home for the event. In the meantime, thanks to my 
great aunt, Mrs. Otter, my entrance into this world was uneventful. 
Subsequently, I acquired two sisters, Sarah Mabel, born March 29, 


| 
| 
1919, and Sybil Mae, born April 11, 1929, both of whom made their | 
debut via Wadena Union Hospital. | 

| 
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For a number of years my father's homestead cabin served as the 
center of domestic life for the Garrison family. Meals were pre- 
pared in the log "lean-to" on the north end of the cabin. Through- 
out the dwelling furnishings were simple but functional. In the 
kitchen there was a wood burning cook stove, a cabinet with a flour 
bin and shelves for storage, a table, a bench and a few chairs, and 
a wash stand on which rested an enamel wash basin, a bucket of water 
and a tin dipper. Wood for the cook stove was stacked near the wash 
stand,and over on the far side (south) of the kitchen, near a wind- 
ow, was a cot. 


The main dwelling area was partitioned, providing sleeping 
quarters at one end and a large living area in the remainder of 
the cabin. A beautiful solid oak sideboard adorned one wall and 

in front of it, in a place of prominence, stood a matching,round, 
e@xtension table. An Aladdin lamp, which occupied the centre of the 
table during the long winter evenings, provided a measure or ora- 
mentation and the needed illumination. 


The windows, which at intervals during the winter months would 
be covered with a thick coat of frost, were draped with simple but 
attractive lace curtains. During the spring and early summer the 
lengthening rays of the sun, through these same windows, would 
rouse my mother's house plants to active growth once more. She 
loved houseplants, flowers, and shrubbery. Her favourite indoor 
plant was "Baby Tears", perhaps in this predilection there was 
an unconscious projection of the daintiness and unobtrusiveness 
of my mother's own personality. 


On the walls, a few pictures completed the interior decoration. 
Some of these pictures, like some of the furniture, were wedding 
gifts from friends and neighbours. Two pictures in particular at= 
tracted my attention. One was a large black and white lithograph 
of a 19th century scene maunted in an ash-grey hardwood frame. 

The picture depicted an attractive young girl and a beautiful Collie 
dog who was looking up at his mistress inquisitively. I suppose I 
remember this picture because it reminded me of my father's two 
faithful canines: old Bruno who lived to the ripe old age of fifteen, 
and Flossie, his young companion, who yearly delighted my boyish 
heart with unusually large litters of sqirming, cuddly pups. 


The other frame was considerably smaller, but held much more 
personal interest for me. It displayed four small portraits mounted 
behind oval openings in an off-white mat. A picture of Reginald 
Lloyd, my father’s closest friend during his bachelor days, who was 
killed in action in France during World War I, occupied the left end 
of the frame. On the extreme right of the frame was a picture of a 
family relative, whose identity I do not recall. Portraits of ny 
father and mother, taken about the time of their wedding occupie 
the centre of the frame. These reproductions were of particular 
interest to me because they portrayed my mother with a beautiful 
head of hair, and my father with a mustache which was very becoming 
to him, I thought. However, my life-long recollections of him 
were'sansmoustaches'. I never did learn why my father decided to 
shave it offt 
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Beneath the main living quarters was a root cellar, access to 
which was made from the living room by means of a trap door and 
pole ladder. Here, in the fall of the year, potatoes, rutabages, 
carrots, beets, parsnips, and a few cabbages were stored for the 
long winter ahead. Glass jars with an assortment of preserves 
rested on an old wooden table, or on the edge of the cellar rear 
the ladder. In one corner stood a tall, 4-gallon milk can. By | 
fitting this can with a wooden top and a plunger, it also doubled | 
as a butter churn. In a corner were some stoneware jugs and crocks. 
Occasionally, a crock would contain salt brine and pork. | 


I recall that upon one occasion in my pre-school days this musty 
old cellar also served as a place of refuge for my mother, my sister 
Mabel, and myself. My father was away at the time, helping my srand- 
father Richards harvest his crop. The day had been hot and sultry. | 
That evening a cyclone descended upon the area. As the storm roared 
around us the blackness of the night was illuminated with brilliant | 
flashes of lightening which were followed by deafening thunder claps. 
Finally, a window on the south side of the living room shattered 
under the impact of the wind and hail. It seemed as if any moment 
the roof of our house would be torn off by the fury of the wind. 
Immediately, my uncle Russell, who was staying with us at that time 
ordered us to safety in the cellar. The next day my father returned 
home and assessed the damage. Part of a haystack and the roof of a 
nearby building had been blown away, not to mention the damage to 
that part of the crop that had not been harvested. 


Outside our lop home, and under its eaves, a large wooden barrel 
collected rainwater for laundry purposes during the summer months. 
During the winter, it doubled as a meat barrel for frozen beef. Be- 
yond our house, and about one hundred yards or so to the southeast, 
were the log stables which first housed my fatherts oxen and later a 
variety of livestock, including his favorite team of Clydsdales, 
"Babe and Tootsie". 





My very eariest recollections, however, were naturally much more ‘ 
limited in scope than my description of the family homestead re- 
corded above. Indeed, the memories which reach farthest into the 
recesses of my mind concern my mother and books. I can still recall 
quite vividly, during my pre-school years, that. I was the culprit who} 
upon one occasion, absconded with my mother's steel knitting needle j 
in order to perforate the cover of a book. As I later found out, ] 
the book was Dafoe's classic - Robinson Crusoe. I had not yet learn- 3 
ed the important lesson that good works of literature are to be res- {| 
pected, not destroyed! Mother was fond of good books and before 1 
ever I’learned to read she had unconsciously begun to create in me 
a desire for learning. This she would do by talking about the books | 
she had read, or by taking me upon her knee and reading out loud to | 
me. One such occasion made an indelible impression upon my memory. 
My mother took me upon her knee and began to read out loud from 
The Babes In The Wood. I recall, as if it were yesterday, the in- 
tense feelings of compassion that welled up within me for the un- 


fortunate children of the story. | 
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By 1921, the need for a school in our area had become apparent. 
Iwas only five years of age, but there were other children older 
than I who were obliged to drive a considerable distance to Duck 
Creek or Wolverton Schools for their education. Thus, sometime in 
1920 the process was initiated for the formation of Rotnum School 
District #4347. My father took an active role in the development. 
and subsequent administration of the district as a board member. 


The school was located on two acres of land in the SW corner of 
the SWt, 18, 35, 12, W2. The land belong to Oscar Rotnum, and he 
either Sold it or deeded it to the district. 


The school opened its doors for the first time, sometime during 
the fall or early winter of 1922. Miss Ingram whose father was a 
road contracted in the Wadena- Quill Lake area, was our first tea- 
cher. I began school just after my sixth birthday in November and 
just a few weeks before Christmas. 


I recall quite vividly what I believe was my first formal les- 
son. Miss Ingram drew a picture of a cat in a seated position on 
the blackboard. Then she asked me to identify the object she had 
sketched. Without hesitation I replied, "It's an aeroplane!" Miss 
Ingram had made an excellent reproduction of a cat, but she had not 
reckoned with the fact that I was caught up in the fantasy of Chris- 
tmas expectations. The platform for the Christmas program, had al- 
ready been installed. An air of excitement prevaded the school. 

I lived those days in anticipation of a toy aeroplane I wanted for 
Christmas. 


I recall Miss Ingram as being a kind but firm teacher whom I 
respected. On her desk, she kept a pearl handled pen-knife which 
held a curious attraction for me. However, I never touched it, for 
T always associated such a venture with digcipline! 


Miss Ingram married Mr. Riley, principal of Wadena High School, 
years later, I was saddened to learn of their tragic death at a rail- 
road crossing. 


Miss Cherry took over the teaching duties at Rotnum School in 
1923. She was an attractive well-dressed, and well-mannered person. 
Evidently she had some interest in Natural Science or Botany for she 
kept plants at school during the summer months. One in particular 
attracted my attention. It was a begonia or coleus clipping which 
was suspended in a solution of water and red ink. The objec t was 
to illustrate the process of osmosis. I found it fascinating to 
observe the progress of the dye as it made its way up the stem of 
the plant into the veins of the leaves. 


Our next teacher came to us in 1924 froma pioneer family in 
Wadena. She was a petite young woman by the name of Elsie Bryce. 
While I do not recall any unusual school experiences during this 
year, I do renenber her as a kind person whom I respected, and 
under whose tutelage I progressed in my studies. 
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It_was during this year, 1924, that I recall having seen my first 
car. It was a Model T Ford Touring car which the Bryce family would 
drive up to the Rotnum School on Friday afternoons to take their 
daughter back to Wadena for the summer weekend. 


Other signs of progress were beginning to manifest themselves in 
our community. I have reference to the CPR which linked Yorkton and 
Sheho with Nipawin. 


Little did T realiae that Sunday 
afternoon in 1924 when my father 
and Mother took my sister Mabel and 
I in the old buggy to the railroad 
right-of-way, to watch the track- 
laying process, that it would sig~ 
nificantly change the life style 
| of the entire community. No longer 
would farmers be forced to haul 
their grain 15 or 20 miles to Wa-- 
dena or Kelvington. Soon small 
towns like Hendon, with grain el- 
evators, a store or two, a post- 
office and a blacksmith shop, etc. 
| would spring up along the right- 
of-way. Certainly, the advent of 
the railroad in our area contri- 
buted directly to the improvement 
of the lot of the families which 
resided in the Rotnum School District. 





Laying the Rails 


A regular visitor to our school, at least once a year and some- 
times twice, was a dignified old gentleman from Wadena by the name 
of Mr. Massey, our school Inspector. In the winter time he engaged 
the livery services available in Wadena and would drive out with a 
team of horses hitched to a cutter. In the summer, I believe he 
first drove out in a buggy and later in a Model T.” In any case, the 
children of Rotnum school were always alerted to his coming, and 
encouraged by our teacher to be on our best behaviour. So it was, 
that when our teacher went to answer the front door and returned with 
Mr. Massey we would automatically stand to attention beside our desks 
in respect for this venerable oldman. 


During his tour of inspection, Mr. Massey would customarily 
take over some of the teaching duties for a short time. On one of 
his visits I recall that he waxed very eloquent as he recited for 
us lines from the Canadian Indian poetess, Pauline Johnson. I can 
still hear him and still recall the enthusiastic gleam in his eye 
as he recited from the "Song my Paddle Sings", 


"West winds blow from your prairie nest 
Blow from the mountains, blow from the west" 
In 1925, Rotnum School district hired its first male teacher, 
Percy Heffren from Kelvington. His parents were pioneers in the 
Kelvington area. 
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His parents operated a general store. I strongly suspect that my 
father and some of the other members of the School Board felt that 
some of the students had reached the point in their physical deve- 
lopment to warrant a "firm masculine hand". While I do not recall 
any particular educational experiences from this school year, I do 
recall Mr. Heffren quite well. I think he must have been our first 
teacher who wore glasses in the classroom! 


From 1926 to the end of my association with Rotnum School as 
a High School student in 1933, our home became a boarding place for 
teachers. Thus, in 1026, Mr.'Henry Lowen lived in our home while 
he taught school at Rotnim, Customarily, he would drive my sister 
Mabel and I to school in the bugay during the spring and summer 
months. In the winter, he would drive us in an old make-shift 
cutter. Frequently, mother packed our lunch in an empty Empress 
jan can. However, I considered a Roger's syrup pail to be superior 
because it had a handle which made it easier for me to carry. In 
any case, the winter cold was no respector of persons or of lunch 
buckets! A vivid nenory of those winters is that of 25 or 30 
students rathered around the wood burning stove at Rotnum in order 
to thaw out their half frozen sandwiches. But no one ever compe 
lained. e contrary we felt a special camaraderie which was 
frequently rewarded with toasted sandwiches! 














“y horigons were beginning to expand and during Mr. Lowen's 
stay with us, I reristered some more "firsts" in my life. One 
concerns the first radio receiver I recall having seen. Mr. 
Lowen ast a larre three stage, regenerative Atwater Kent recie- 
ver in our hone, It was operated on a six volt car battery and 
dry "B" cell batteries. Another first, was a pair of new C.C.M. 
picycles which "ir. Lowen had ordered. ‘One for himself and one 
for his school teacher friend, Percy Heffren. 











The following year, a teacher came to live with us, Gladys 
Burnett. She was a very kind teacher and I have memories of a 
rrowing interest in school work from that time on. 





In general, I was quite healthy and seldom lost time from 
school due to illness, or for any other reason for that matter. 
However, one day following a visit from our school nurse, my 
parents received an official letter advising them that both my 
Progress at school and my general health would be jeopardized if 
ny tonsils were not removed. My parents felt that’I should be 
entrusted to the care of a specialist. Accordingly, my father 
took me to an Eye-Ear-Nose and Throa specialist in Saskatoon 
Again I scored some firsts. I registered my first trip by train, 
via CNR, and my first trip to the big city. 


Late that afternoon I found myself in the Medical office of 
Dr, Hill. TI listened while this tall, lanky, kind faced, grey 
haired surgeon reassured my father and I, that my operation would be 
a very simple proceedure indeed. He pointed to the fact that he 
had begun his medical practise in the USA, where he would frequ- 
ently give street boys a quarter if they would consent to a ton- 
sillectomy. TI can't vouch for the veracity of that statement, 
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My father and I were well pleased with Dr. Hill's skill as_a surgeon, 
and the good care I reveived from the nurses and staff at St. Paul's 
Hospital. Thus it was that the day following my operation we were 
able to return to Wadena. 





Some of the teachers at Rotnum school were hired for tiie aca- 
demic year and others were hired for the calendar year. Thus it was 
that one bitterly cold day in January, my father met a young recruit 
from Normal School at the CPR station in Hendon. His name was Mr. 
Charles Spencer, he had just come from his home in Prince Albert. My 
father drove him with a team and sleigh to the Wm. Harrison farm- 
stead where he boarded for his first year at Rotnum. 


From this meeting there developed a close friendship between ny 
father and Mr. Spencer. My father was attracted to outgoing people, 
and Spencer approached both his profession and life in general with 
an abundance of enthusiasm. Perhaps this is why he came to the 
Rotnum school district with the nickname "Sykes" from Cyclone, for 
he was a cyclone of activity. His activity was always motivated 
by positive goals whether he was in the classroom, on the baseball 
diamond, or in the Officers Training Corp. When my father passed 
away in’1978, it marked the end of a mutual friendship that had 
developed from that first meeting on a cold January afternoon in 
1928. Yes, a half century of unmarred fellowship that grew out of 
participation in the education program of the Rotnam School. 


During the spring of 1925, I suffered an accident that hospi- 
taliged me for nearly two weeks. The day was a Sunday late h April. 
The snow had melted, the first birds had returned, and the outdoors 
was generally inviting. My friend Mac Scramstad had taken advantage 
of the nice weather to walk 14 miles to visit me. Between us, we 
decided that it would be nice to visit our mutual friend, Martin 
Ostlie who lived 2 - 3 miles away. However, when I shared the idea 
with my father, his answer was a resounding "NO", Intuitively, he 
seemed to sense that trouble was ahead for me if I were to go, un- 
fortunately, I did not heed his request, and Mac and I slipped 
away unnoticed, Upon our arrival at the. Ostlie farm, we gathered 
with our friend Martin around an old woodsaw outfit. With a stick 
inserted in a hole of the metal balance wheel, we took turns in 
providing the circular saw with a vigorous spinning motion, When 

t was my turn to guide a wood splinter into the teeth of the 
swirling blade, all went well at first, then suddenly I lost my 
grip and my bare hand was drawn into the teeth of the revolving 
blade. When I withdrew my hand three fingers had been cut, one 
very seriously. Mac and I left at once for home. Senseing that 
the situation was serious, we stopped at Axel Carlson's for first 
aid on the way home. There Mrs. Carlson bathed my hand in a Lysol 
solution and wrapped it loosely. When I arrived home my father 
was absent. In those days we did not have a telephone or carto make 
arrangements for mytan sportation to the Wadena Union Hospital « 
Tate in the evening, Julius Johnson drove my father and I to Wadena 
in his Model A Ford Coupe. We arrived there about 11 otclock. 









| 
| 
| 
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I now regard my confinement in the hospital as a very important 
phase in my personal development. In the first place, I had two 
weeks to ponder the fact that I was hospitalised, as the fruit of 
my own disobedience. While I did not manifest overt contriteness 
for either my act of disobedience or my predicament, I clearly got 
the message that it pays to obey one's parents! Secondly, T began 
to realize how much I really missed the classes at school. To be 
separated from it now was almost a sort of punishment for me. In 
ghe neantine, the Hospital fbrary provided ne with plenty of read 
ing material. In particular, I read many Horatio Alger adventure 
stories. Thus it was for the first time that my interest was kindled 
in the Hispanic culture and peoples of Mexica and Southwest USA, 

An interest that later I would come to regard as both a calling and 
a profession in life. 








Upon my return home from the hospital, I dedicated myself to 
the task of making up my school work. Some evenings I would work 
as many as one hundred math problems. In fact a friendly rivalry 
developed between Olga Scramstad and I to see which one of us 
would do the most math problems for homework. Thus it developed 
by June of 1928, I was promoted to Grade VIII. 


When Rotnum School reconvened that fall, Mr. Spencer, who was 
now boarding with my family, had his work cut out for him. There 
Were about ten or twelve of us in Grade VIII. Mr. Spencer's 
priority was to prepare us for the Government High School Entrance 
Byaminations, which would be held the following June. And prepare 
us he did! 


Rotnum School was designated as an official examination centre 
that year, 1929 for the first time. Our exams were spaced over a 
period of several days. All went well for me, I thought, until the 

ast day. Then, I encountered difficulty with Music Theory. I 
knew that if I failed the exam I would have to repeat grade VIII. 
I managed to choke back the tears until I had completed the exam. 
Then I hurried outside the school building and wept. However, my 
sense of failure was turned into rejoicing when the official word 
came through from Regina that I had not only passed the exam but 
that I had passed it with "Honours". In retrospect, much of the 
credit for this achievement must go to my parents who encouraged 
me and to Mr. Spencer, who inspired me. 


In many ways 1929 was a very significent year for me. It not 
only was the year which marked my transition from Elementary School 
to High School, but also the year I entered my teens. In a number 
of ways I was frowing up, or so I thought! Under Mr. Spencer's 
continueing tutelace, my academic interests were becoming more 
specialized. In particular, my ninth grade studies in General 
Science, aroused within me a special fondness for radio-electronics. 
This interest was to lead to formal studies, and to responsibilities 
in Guatemala with the Central Ameridan Mission as Technician in 
charge of Radio Station T.G.N.A. Then too, 1929 was the year in 
which I became the big "brother" of Sybil Mae. 
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Sybil made her debut into this world on April 11, 1929,in the 
middle of the spring "brea-up"! There was not enough snow on the 
roads to permit transportation by sleigh, and the roads were too 
muddy to accomodate any type of wheel. However, the farmers had 
already found a solution. They were driving their horses and sle- 
ighs in the ditches on the last vestiges of the old years snow. 
Thus it happened, that when in the very early hours of the morning, 
mother began to experience unmistable Signs of approaching delivery 
that my father and mother, accompanied by a midwife, our good neig~ 
hbor Mrs. Sven Torgerson, took to the ditches together in a wild 
fifteen mile sleigh ride to the Wadena Hospital. Sybil was born 
that same morning, following mother's admission - none the worse 
for the trip! 


Throughout the years, Rotnum School served as a focal point 
for the gathering of the residents of the district. Customarily 
there were at least three social functions each year, a Halloween 
party, a Christmas program, and an end-of-the-year_ sinner picnic. 

11 these activities were designed to involve the students of 
Rotnum School. However, parents and friends became caught up in 
the excitement of the occasion. Moreover, it provided the adults 
with an opportunity to discuss the things that concerned farmers 
the most, crops, weather and politics. 


Here sit the farmers of 
the district - Charles 





The year end pic 





See how many you can name. These Irving, Alf Tweidt, Harry 
were the days to look at when every- nden, and Carl Tweidt. 
one took turns at the ice cream Guess what they are dis: 
handle or whatever needed doing. cussing! 


Good days, good memories. 


I still recall two such gatherings rather vividly from the year 
1029, One was a Halloween Masquerade party at the school, under 

the direction of our teacher Charles Spencer. It had been decided 
that I would attend the function dressed as a Mexican "vaquero” 
(cowboy). My father and Mr. Spemcer had been successful in acquir- 
ing the necessary costume, a furry, musk-ox chaps, a beautiful 
beaded vest, and a large Mexican "Sonbrero", whose brim,adorned with 
pom-poms, made up my complete outfit, making me look more than my 
scarce thirteen years. 
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The night of the party I did not feel nearly as "Macho" as I 
looked. A couple of days previously I had received a smallpox 
vaccination and now on the night of the party it was all I could 
do to remain in an upright position; fever, nausea, and weakness 
in my legs. I was still very much a boy who was struggling to be 
aman. 


The second event of that year which fixed itself indelibly 
upon my mind was the Christmas Concert which the students of Rotnam 
Seaged, under the direction of Mr. Spencer, for their parents, 
friends and relatives. Upon this occasion, my mother and I decided 
that the complete works of Shakespeare in a single volume, would be 
an appropriate gift from the Garrison family to our teacher, parti- 
culary since Mr. Spencer had been involved that year in teaching, 
Macbeth to his Grade IX students. Little did I realize then that 
forty years later, I would be a dinner guest of my former teacher 
in his hone in Surrey, B.C. Before I left that evening Mr. Spencer 
went to his library and returned with a volume. It was the complete 
works of Shakespeare !. A smile of appreciation and pride of owner- 
ship was registered on his countenance as he opened the book for me 
to read the inscription which ny mother had written forty years 
previously. 





There is a humorous result of the Christmas Concert of 1929. 
We had supper early that evening, in order to allow sufficient 
time to dress for the occasion and to make the 2} mile trip by sleigh. 
Following the evening meal,Mr. Spencer retired to his room to change 
his clothes. Suddenly it became apparent that our veacher ~-boarder 
was in difficulty. The seat of his best trousers had split wide 
open and he didn't have another suit to wear. My mother came to 
the resg@ewith the aid of her old foot-pedal Eatonia sewing machine. 
Soon the trousers were mended and the events of the evening trans- 
pired smoothly. That is not to say however that I did not entertain 
some secret fears that my favourite teacher might, mending not- 
withstanding, experience an embarrassing moment with his trousers 
before the conclusion of the program} 





Charles Spencer was succeeded by Miss Anita Bryant. She came 
to us as a praduate of Teacher's Normal School and hailed from 
Moose Jaw, Sask. I remember her as a sweet, happy dispositioned 
person, who, in more serious moments, betrayed a whole-some shyness 
and sensitivity. When she accepted the appointment, she assumed a 
heavy teaching assignment. Some of us were now in Grade X, and our 
Correspondence Course work from the Government required careful 
monitoring. Moreover, there were a large variety of lower grades 
that demanded her attention. Then too, some of us older boys 
occasionally added to her work load by’indulging in foolish pranks. 


One such escapade took place during the noon lunch break, Mac 
Seranstad, some boys and I proceeded to drown a gopher out of his 
hole. After we had succeeded, we decided to test our teacher's 
reaction to dead animals. Accordingly, we hung the wet corpse on 
one of the classroom doors. Miss Bryant did react, but not as I 
had anticipated. Thus for that presumptuous act I’was introduced. 
for the first and last time in my academic experience, to the 
salutary effects of corporal punishment. 








Leslie Garrison 4 


In addition to a good academic background, Miss Bryant, brought 
another very important dimension to the Rotnum School District, 
namely; her personal interest in the moral and spiritual values of 
her spiritual values of her students. She demonstrated this concern 
by her willingness to conduct Sunday School classes in the area and 
by attending Church Services held in the community. Furthermore, 
she was a women who believed in the power of prayer. Years later, 
following my conversion to Christ in 1939, I learned that my faith- 
ful teacher had kept me on her prayer list. 





Miss Bryant came to Rotnum at the beginning of the Great 
Depression, of course I did not understand what was going on in the 
economic world of Canada and the U.S.A. However, I did understand 
very clearly my father's pragmatic philosoply: 

"If a Bushel of wheat won't buy a gallon of gas,the car can sit.” 
And sit it did, for wheat was selling at 30-35¢ a bu. while gasoline 
was costing the farmer something like 45¢ a gallon. 


During those days both my father, who was chairman of the School 
Board and Jesse Mahlum the Sec-Treas; were swamped with applications 
from teachers looking for.a job. Many teachers, like Miss Bryant 
were willing to work for $35. a month out of which they paid around 
$15. a month for room and board. 


Miss Ethel Dahlshaug followed in 1931 as the new teacher at 
Rotnum School, TI had now completed grade X work, but school 
regulations did not permit me to continue my High School education 
at Rotnum. However, I did enroll in the Sask. Government Corres- 
Pondence program and complete the major part of my grade XI while 

elping my father on the farm. Miss Dahlshaug, boarded with my 
family for several months and was most helpful when I had a problem 
with my course. Thus my direct association with the Rotnum School 
covered just a decade; from 1922 to 1932. 


Ten years; Ten vital years in the complex processes of moulding 
a life. And how critical the balance between school work and 
friendships -- between academic and social life -- can become! 


I recall rather vividly the names, faces and families of many of 
those students with whom I played "hide afd seek", "cops and robbers", 
“pump, pump, pull away", soccer and baseball, with whom I earnestly 
competed for good grades, and with some of whom I had my petty, 
childish quarrels. Thus the initial student body at Rotnum was 
composed of children from the Harrison family; Eva, Ruth and Leonard; 
the Rotnum family; Clifford and Roy; the Carl’Hanson family; Art and 
Ellen; the San Evans family; Johnnie, Mary, and Gwen; the Joe Hanson 
family; Hans and Linnea; as well as children from the Holstein family. 
Later, as children reached school age, and as new settlers moved 
into the district the student body grew. Sylvia Harrison now joined 
her brother at Rotnun and John and Edith Hanson; who held the 
distinction of being the only twins to attend our school; continued 
to represent the Joe Hanson family. Then came the Tweidt family; 
Mabel, Alfred, Melvin and later Bennie; they made baseball an enjoy- 
able sport for all of us at Rotnum. About the same time the Scram- 
stad family moved into the district; Sylvia, Sigfred, (who later 








at 
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became my brother-in-law), Olga, Magnus(Mac), Mabel and Alma all 
attended Rotnum School. Another settler in the area was the Ostlie 
fanily represented by Glen and Martin. Then there were children 
from the Russel Dann's family, from the Schau family, from the 
Nelson family; Ingrid and her’ brother and sister. Finally, from 
the Jesse Mahium family; Alida, and from the Torgerson family; 
Myrtle and Lillian. 





This "roll call in retrospect" is not presented as being complete. 
It represents only the names and faces of those whom I recall 

those with whom I had closest contact. It is hoped that other 
contributors to this worthy historical project will be able to fill 
these and other omissions. 


What was the playground of the Rotnum School no longer resounds 
to the voices of children at play. Gone are the buildings, gone are 
the morning prayers, gone is the dedicated voice of the country 
school teacher, An era has passed into history; the denise of the 
Rotnum school is but a symbol of our changing society - of the quest 
for efficiency and excellency at the cost of local autonomy. 


Few will quarrel with the academic advantages which the modern 
consolidated unit school system affords youth of today. However 
many may seriously question the lack of emphasis of those values 
in today's education which in the first decade of the Rotnum school, 
gave meaning and purpose to learning namely; acknowledgement of 
a sovereign God, patriotism, responsibility, respect for parents, 
teachers and the individual rights of our fellow man. 








Pictured to the right is a 
class of 1924, This is only a 
few of the children with their 
teacher Miss Elsie Brice. 


Back Row: Leonard Harrison, 
Leslie Garrison, Roy Rotnum, 


Middle Row: Dorothy Evans, 
and the teacher, 


Front Row: Selma Soderquist. 


Bob Gowans 


Mr, & Mrs. Robert Gowan were 
early pioneers of the Meadow Bank district. They came from Quebec. 
They were born in Ottawa, Ont, of English and Scotch ancestry, and 
were married in Christ Church Cathedral, Ottawa in 1901. They lived| 
near Poltimore, Quebec on a farm beside’a lake. i 
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In those days many people came west looking for land and on May 
10th, 1905 Robert Gowan arrived at 24-36-12 W2 in the Meadow Bank 
district. This land became the homestead. He came by train to | 
Yorkton and by livery team to the homestead. He walked back to 
Yorkton getting a ride part way with a man driving a team of oxen, | 
and registered a file on the land. 


He later travelled back east and in the spring of 1907, returned | 
with Mrs. Gowan and three small children. They came by train to 
Wadena with carloads of settler effects including three horses, a 
wagon, plough, furniture etc. and enough lumber to build a place to 
live.’ They journeyed north east through sloughs and mud trails 
and arrived at Bd Thompson's "shack" where they stayed while the men 
were building on the homestead. Their nearest neighbors at that time 
were Henry Schmidts and Joseph Wallmans Sr. 


Pioneering entailed hardships and many anxious moments. One of 
the children became ill with typhoid fever and Dr. Ainsley was | 
called from Wadena, he came on horse back. The child had to be 
cared for at home and reports of his condition taken to the Dr. 
and.instructions brought back. These trips to Wadena were all made 
on horseback. However with careful nursing and the help of relat- | 
ives and neichbors he successfully recovered. A trying time for 
all concerned. 


Sometime after this typhoid episode the family moved to Winnipeg 
and later to a farm at Harding, Man. and in the spring of 1917 j 
returned to Meadow Bank. 


Mrs. Gowan was a school and music teacher and taught both in 
Quebec for several years and in 1917 taught Kelvingside and Duck 
Creek school in 1918. The Gowan children attended both these schools.| 







The Gowans always had music in their home. They had a piano and 
Mrs. Gowan taught the children music. Many times the piano was 
loaded into a sleigh and taken to Meadow Bank Hall and the schools 
for concerts and dances. 


DYNAMITE 5 
ORCHESTRA 1932 


Left to Right 


Cortez Gowan, Thur- 
low Gowan, Arthur 
Weaver, Clarence 
Masecar and Leighton 
Gowan 


Front Row: 
Horace Newman 
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In the late twenties an orchestra was organized in Meadow Bank 
"The Dynamite 5". This orchestra contributed a great deal to the 
entertainment and social life of the community and of many others 
as well. It continued over a span of approximately 25 years. 
During that time many other musicians were involved. Five Gowans 
played in the Dynamite orchestra. For the original group Cortes- 

violin, Leighton - violin and piano, and Thurlow - Banjo and in the 
a: thirties, Thelma played piano and Percy drums. 


Robert and Gertrude Gowan had ten Children ~ Cortez, Milton, 
Marraret, Olive, Leighton, Phyllis, Van, Percy, Jean and Thelma. 











a Mr. & Mrs. Gowan were active and interested in everything until, 
i shortly before they died Mr. Gowan in his 94th year and Mrs. Gowan 
three days hefore her 93rd birthday 
John Gowan Family 
| After their marriare in Ottawa,John and Ida spent a few years 
s. | there, because. he was working in the lumbering industry. Their 





dauehter Orien, Mrs, Steele, presently of Wadena, was born there, 
before the family "came west" to Duaphin and Grandview in Man. 
Father was employed at Grandview by T.A. Burrows Lumber Co. as a 
steam engineer, but everyone was interested in homesteading in the 
first decade of the twentieth century quite early. The birth of a 
son, Thurlow, may have been the deciding factor which made the 
family settle down for good on the farm. 





John Gowan, called "Jack" by most of his friends, pioneers 
like Dick Messenzer, Dan McKay, Dan Wurtz, and Harry Milligan to 
mention a few, had come to Meadowbank from Grandview where he was 
2 in charge of the, then new sawdust burning equipment there. As 
well he had control of the power house which lighted the town and 
the sawmill in a day when small town electrification was rather rare. 


He had apprenticed for steam engineering with W.C. Edwards and 
J.R. Booth of Ottawa lumber fame, so he was able to apply these 
talents well when he came West to Grandview. 








Qn John's first trips west were with the popular harvest excur- 
sions of those times where his experience with steam was in good 
demand. He worked for a few falls in the Wolseley district, both 
operating threshing engines in the field and setting up and’ ce 
livering new machines for a dealer there. It was a time when oil 
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burning engines were called contraptions, and steam was opening 
up the West, - even to pulling breaking plows in six or eight 
furrow gangs, -- Those old steamers were strong! 


The Gowans settled on the NW 4 Sec 24-36-12 in the year. 1907. 
This was the area served by the Meadow Bank Post Office which was 
situated on NE + Sec 16-36-12, one of the stops north of Wadena 
on a route to Kelvington, Perigord, or Manchester, which later 
became RR #1. The first’ years on the farm, a house and granaries 
were built of logs from Ross's mill, somewhere in the neighborhood 
of the present town of Rose Valley. One of these granaries were 
still standing in the summer of "79 and probably still is with its 
dove-tailed corners and original roof. 


On the homestead twenty miles or more from the nearest town, 
when the best or only roads were in the winter time, it became quite 
a chore to haul grain or other produce to market. Any town within 
twenty miles, such as Kuroki, Kylemore or in later years Lintlaw, 
had adequate store and blacksmithing businesses, but when you and 
your team(of horses) had been on the road, loaded, for six or seven 
hours, one needed good accommodation, first for the horses and 
secondly for oneself. Wadena became the focal centre of many out- 
lying districts because of its good hotel, boarding house, and 
livery stable(Barn) facilities. Probably this accommodation was 
a greater consideration in the minds of most Meadowhankers than the 
"par" at Louie Lund's Hotel, at least, in the case of our father 
it was. 


Because he spent much of his time giving a hand to any neighbor 
who needed it, be it in the field of vetrinarian, carpenter, or 
blacksmith mechanic where he was most adept, Jack Gowan had little 
time for public life, Never the less, with the help of his good 
wife he was the first secretary, of the Duck Creek School. (My 
sister or Mrs. Irving may correct me on this). As well he was one 
of the charter members of the Wadena Lodge, A.F.&A.M.(Masons) and 
acted on the board of directors of the Meadow Bank Hall when it was 
in its heyday. In 1919 the Gowans joined Dan Wurtz’, Jack Lanceley 
and Phillip Bollmans who owned the first automobiles in the 
neighborhood. 


That year when the McLelland Bros, (They were called "aviators" 
then, not pilots) landed their aeroplane on Henry Schmidt's farm, 
SE Sec, 26-36-12, Mr. Lanceley drove his Ford the full mile, (the 
neighbors said he made it in three minutes) down to the "plane, and 
nearly succeeded in intercepting the take off. He swore that if 
the "top" had been “up” on his car the "plane would have swept it 
away; it was that close. There were quite a few who saw that 
strange bird fly over the Duck Creek district on that clear June 
morning for its dreadful noise attracted much attention. It was the 
first aeroplane seen in the district and of course everyone went to 
the Aeoroplane Picnic held that afternoon on Sec, 26-37-12 just six 
miles north of the first landing site. 
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Thurlow and Orien attended the Duck Creek School and finished 
high school in Kelvington. Orien attended Wadena School in grades 
6,9,10,11. After high school she nursed for years in Winnipeg 
where She married William Steele. After John Gowants death in 1954 
they moved to the old farm home in consideration of Bill's failing 
health and that Mother needed someone too. As Billts health re- 
quired close proximity to the hospital and the farm was sold they 
later set up housekeeping and a home for Mother in Wadena. When’ 
Bill passed away in 1965, Orien continued to care for our mother, a 
heavy chore of devoted care in the later years. 


When Mrs. Steele became ill for a time in the fall of 79 and was 
hospitalized Mother had to be admitted there as well. At this 
writing she is well in the Wadena Hospital and well into her 103rd 
year having lived in the reign of six sovereigns. In the early years 
on the farm Ida was active with a Homemakers’ Club, which operated 
nostly out of Kelvingside School, the "Little Green School house, of 
which Mrs. D.D. Hartzell and Mrs. H.K. Webb were active officials 
fron time to time. Later she belonged to the Meadow Bank Ladies Aid 
of the United Church. It is regreted that after her one hundredth 
birthdate she has failed to respond to our questions of the early 
days for we never tired of listening to stories of the pioneers such 
as Rev. Horne who conducted the first choir in the Kelvington 
district where the Templetons sang the sol fa system while the 
McQuarries sangthe noto system, or was it the other way around? 

At any rate those people sang from the sheet music with sometimes 
just a timing fork, or at hone around the organ or rare piano. 
There gre not many today who can sight read like that and having 
a sine song around the piano is virtually a thing of the past. 





‘Thurlow retired recently after teaching for 32 years in Sask. 
and B.C. He has many fond memories of his former students and 
colleagues, particularly those in the Wadena School Unit. 


As we start the Eighties we can remember back to the names of 
the first four horses, or even by some, of the first ox team. Our 
most pleasant remenbrances are probably of the first family dog or 
school pony. However, the highlight for everyone who attended 
Duck Creek must have been the day the teacher was sick and most of 
the students held a picnic on the road just about at the gate to 
Joe Walter's old homestead, nearly a mile east of the Meadow Bank 
Hall site. Better still it could have been the day Albert Castagn-- 
jer drove Miss Cameron to school and brought his shot gun along. 
Well after school was called at noon he and Harry Seed each had a 
shot at the swing. I can still hear those bangs as they broke the 
sabbath stillness of the school room, and the propriety of the 
school board. 





Events such as those and the ever present natural labratory we 
had to study, at the very edge of the school yard, made school any 
thine but a monotonous place to be. One morning sixten Linden 
brought a shiny new bicycle to school and one of those occasions 
was surely and soon to arise. It wasn't until the next morning 
that he and Alfred Messenger, who drove a rather fast horse and 
bugey, should meet. As young brother Walter stood on the "back" 
and sister Kathy sat demurely at his side, Alfred outlined the 
rules; for after all he'd been challenged. This was just an old 
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prairie trail so it was agreed that each should have one of the 
tracks. That left Katherine's side of the buggy out on the rough 
prairie. Messenger's spirited steed, spoiling for the race soon 
left Linden in the dust, but not for long. The new bicycle 
bereft of lunch pail and books striking a level stretch of. trail 
gained miraculously. Alfred, upon seeing his opponent alongside, 
gave a lusty yell and slackened the reigns. The horse went crazy; 
Walter dove from his perch into a passing wolf willow grove and 
Kathy, thrown from her seat, was seen by the whole school going 
"around the wheel". Linden ’was a full length ahead now, but Alfred 
never stopped. With the load lightened by two passengers the 
buggy sprang forward, and with loose reign and flailing whip they 
crossed the finish line at the school rate, bicycle to bridle and 
nose to nose in a perfect draw. 


There were quiet times too at Duck Creek when we had gardens in 
the fireguard, and times when the boys played farm in the soil of 
it. The farmS were quite real with stocks made of soil and peeled 
posts in a miniature fence of thread or string. On some farns 
there were real buildings of boards, but the special prize was our 
threshing machine that really worked powered by an old Sharpless 
cream separator. 


During one of those quiet times a group of chattering boys fell 
silent to hear Columbus Skinner sing. He was the only black boy 
wetd ever seen, and when he sang we listened; everybody alway 
listened, to Columbus. We offered him one of the best farms if 
he'd sing us a song because he wanted a farm and that's all he had 
to give. "A farm for a song," you say, "You can't get a deal like 
=== "But it all depends on who is 








GRICE submitted by Mrs. Evelyn Beer 


Dad(Noel Grice) came to Canada when a 
Amelia Grice(who later married Edrar Caddy). 





He returned to England during WHI serving in the Arm 
there met Mother, married her and in 1919 returned to Kelvington. 














I was born May 1, 1022 as “ary Evelyn Grice. Mother's name was 
Helena Jane Grice(nee Thixton). My brother Alan Noel Grice was the 
oldest, then in order myself, next Rosalind Helen(now Schmidt) and 
Edna Nora(now Dobson). 


My birth certificate gives the location of my birth as SE 16-37- 
12-W2nd, Saskatchewan. We lived there for some time and then noved 
to what I remember Dad referring to as "The Old Darker Place". It 
was from there I believe that I went to Duck Creek School. I don't 
remember too much about it except that I was very shy and the teacher 
(cantt remenber her name) tried to make me sing Solo and that didn't 
go, so she kept me in at recess. I have faint recollections of 
Meadow Bank Hall, seens to me that the ‘amily used to =o to dances 
there and also picnics. 




















Grice 
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We 1eft Kelvington when I was six, in 1929 when Dad went to 
Sherridon, Man. and Mother took the rést of us to England for six 
months visiting her relatives, friends and Dad's relatives, 
returning to Kelvington for a short time and then on to Sherridon 
{ where I lived until the war. I did return to Kelvington in 1932 

(when the mine closed at Sherridon) for about a year and stayed 
with my Aunt and Uncle(The Caddyts). At this time I went to Brand 
School. 


Children of NOEL GRICE 
Left to Right 


évelyn, Alan, Edna & Rosalind 


Wilma Donald was a special 
friend. Our families, the Caddyts 
and the Harrisons as I remember 
were close friends. Mother always 
kept in touch. TI have no recollection of Rotnum Scnool at all. 





GRICE submitted by Alan Grice 





My name is Alan N. Grice, my father was Noel, my mother Helena. 
Thad three sisters Evelyn, Rosalind and Edna in order as birth. 


Iwas born at Sec. 16-37-12-W2nd Saskatchewan where we lived 
until T was 6 years then moved closer to Duck Creek which I attended 
for over 2 years. Then went to England. 


My Father came to Kelvington in 1906 as a young boy to work at 
the age of 11 he stayed with his sister Mrs. Edgar Caddy and brother 
of Preeceville. Dad went overseas in the 1st WW and married Helena 
Thixton. They moved to the farm of my birthplace. 


I have crossed many rivers since living on the Homestead 
6 miles north of Kelvington. 
saa a2 “_ 
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Left to Right 
Back Row: 
Eric Grice, Noel & 
Helena Grige, Amelia 
& Edgar Caddy 



















Front Row: 
Baby Alan, Unknown, 
Stanly Caddy 
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The Frank Gutek Family History. 


We cannot rightly consider ourselves pioneers in the Rotnum dis- 
trict. The farm we live on was occupied for 40 years by Mr. and Mrs. 
Axel Carlson. They left in May, {540 for a new home in Sweden. 


Frank Gutek was born in a small farm village in Poland. At’the 
age of I2 he came with his parents, Paul and Helen and six younger, 
sisters and brothers to Fosston, Sask. He lived here with his family 
until his marriage and moved to his farm in the Paswegin district. 


I was born in Fish Creek, Sask. on June 26th, 1917, the daughter 
of Anthony‘ Leia and Petronella Cmiterek. Living on a small farm with 
five sisters and seven brothers. School to me was always a pleasant 
diversion. After attending Fish Creek School, the Rostherg {ii School] 
and the Saskatoon Normal School, I began teaching in the Gabriel 
School on Jan. 3rd, 1937. Two years and 40 ads later came to teach in | 
‘the Hopeful School east of Fosston. Here I met and married Frank on 
April 2Tst, 19,0. We homesteaded on a farm near Paswegin. 


Our family members are Philip. Ron, Helen, Harold, Lawrence 
and Kathryn. We aiso have 13 grandchildren. 


Philip and his wife, Donna Small of Chanute, Kansas, live in 
Kansas City Missouri. Philip is a Plastic Surgeon, a graduate of the 
University of Sask. College of Medicine, Donna is a graduate of the 
University of Missouri, College of Architecture and Interior Design. 


Ron and his wife Sharon Cowie of Plaxcombe, Sask.,live in Hum- 
oldt. An Agricultural Engineer, Ron is a Graduate of the University 
of Sask. College of Engineering. Sharon is a teacher also a graduate 
of the University of Sask. College of Education. Their family con- 
gists of Maureen, Michele, Melissa and Morgan. They are part owners 
of the Humboldt and Kelvington Farm Equipment Company. 


Raymond and his wife Louise Olsen of Wadena, live on a farm east 
of Hendon. Raymond is a graduate of the Wadena High School, Louise is 
a teacher, a graduate of the University of Sask, College of Education 
Their family members are Jeffrey, Matthew and Lisa. Besides being a 
farmer, Raymond is the Salesman for the Kelvington Farm Equipment. 





Harold and his wife Rusty Gartner of Macklin, Sask. live in 
Calgary. Harold is on the staff of the National Energy Board. He 
holds a degree in Chemical Engineering Science fron the University 
of Sask. College of Engineering. Rusty's a Laboratory Technician 
{s a graduate of the University of Alberta. Their family members 
are Colleen and Patricia. 


Helen and her husband Brian Hicke of Killaly, Sask live in Saskatoon 
Helen, a graduate of the Kelsey School of nursing, works in the Sher- 
brook Nursing Home. Brian, a graduate of Campion College and the 
College of Education, University of Sask. Is a teacher in the Holy 
Gross High School in’Saskatoon. Their family consists of Jillian, 
Kenton, Daniel and Cameron. 
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Lawernce and his wife Cindy Niezgoda of Kelvington, make their 
hone in Wadena. Lawrence is a graduate of the University of Sask. 
College of Arts and Science and the College of Education. He is a 
driller for Cactus Drilling and a farmer in his spare time. Cindy 
is a graduate of the Kelsey School of Nursing. 


Kathryn lives in Saskatoon. She is attending the university of 
Sask. College of Education. 


My family and I owe much to Rotnum School, where I taught for 
three years from 1953 to 1956. 
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E, GUTEK. B.A. MD. F.A.C.S. 


My history is brief; Rotnam 1950-54, Victoria Park 1955-57, 
Kelvington 1958-59, Wadena 1960, U. of §.1960-63 B.A., U, of S. 
1063-67 M.D. St. Likes Hospital, Kansas City - Internship 1967-68. 
General Practice, Wadena 1968-70, General Surgery Residency, St. 
Lukes in Kansas City. 1970=74(Ferdinand-Hellweg Award for Out- 
standing Resident), Travel Fellowship in Plastic surgery to Copen- 
hagen, Stockholm, Malmo dnd Helsinki in 1974. Plastic Surgery 
Residency; Kansas City General Hospital, 197l==76, ‘Board Cert- 
ification in Plastic Surgery 1976, Fellow American College of 
Surgeons 1979. 


1 an now in private practice of plastic surgery in Kansas City. 
Faculty of Medicine at University of Missouri in Kansas City. 


Married in 1975 to Donna Small from Chonute, Kansas. No 
children. Donna has a Bachelor in Interior Design from University 
of Kansas: 


Special interests;{ Skiing in Colorodo, fishing at Lake of Ozarks, 


Recently chosen as one of top three plasti¢ surgeons in Kansas 
City. Se 


JOSEF HANSON .sitbmitted by Edith Brierley(Sept 9, 1871- Jan 11 1962) 


Josef Hanson was born in Hajom Sweden Sept 9, 1871. He left his 
homeland at are 17 to come to USA, In 1905,(the year Sask, became 
a province) he and his brother Carl came to Canada. They each took 
@ homestead in the Rotnum S.D., where they farmed for many years. 
They came in response to advertised accounts of the vast uncultivated 
acres of parklands in the Wadena area. 


Selma Hanson(nee Olson) was. born in Hajom, Sweden(Dec 31, 1684 
to Mar 13, 1979). She came to Wadena in 1909. and July 3, 1909 
they were married in the united Church manse by Rev. Bailey. 

Happily, they lived to 
celebrate their GOLDEN 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY in 
1959, plus another few 
years! Their homestead 
location was: Melvin 
Tweidt's location today! 
It was located midway 
between Kelvington and 
Wadena along the mail 
route, RRI. Their home 
became a half way house 
for many weary travellers, 
to feed their horses, 
while they enjoyed the 
warnth of a wood-stove, 
and Mrs. Hanson's home 
cooking. 





WEDDING ANNIVERSARY Mr.&Mrs, Joe Hanson 
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Joseph Hanson 


In early years they were active in the affairs of Wolverton 
school district, since that was the nearest school. However, when 
Rotnum school was built their interests were focused there, as 
well as the Scandia Lutheran church and Scandia Ladies Aid’ and 
Meadow Bank conmunity activities. 


Several teachers of Rotnum S.D. boarded at Hanson's home. They 
included Charles Spencer 1929, Ethel Dalshaug approx 1932-33, 
Don Leitch 1934-36 and Ann Nicholson 1939-40 approx. 


Miss Bryant and Mabel Lindstrom boarded at J. Garrisons. The 
Hanson Family included a son Hans, a daughter Linnea and twins 
John and Edith(first set of twins to be born in Wadena Union Hosp.) 
Another daughter, Sadie died at age 3, stricken with influenza in 
1918. 


Edith and John started at Rotnum school _at 7 yrs of age(1928). 
Mr. Spencer was the teacher that year. As I recall, from approx. 
Gr, III on, thru to Gr. VIII(and even Gr. IX & ¥ by correspondence). 
They were fin-filled years. 


Averaze attendance at Rotnum School over those years ranged 
between 20-30. During my early years of school it was customary 
to have holidays during the month of July and approx. Dec. 23 to 
Feb. 1. This was because of the difficulties of getting to school 
in Severe temps and short daylight hours of January. 


Christmas concerts were the high light .of the season. Lengthy, 
programs were prepared with recitations, dialogues and musical 
nunbers. The school was always filled to capacity. How exciting 
it was, a day or two before the concert, to see the Christmas 
tree go up, the temporary stage built and seats of planking go in. 
Santa never failed to arrive, and deliver the many .zifts under the 
the tree! 


Speaking of the program, I recall Lillian Torgerson never 
failed to please the crowd with a new son! I wonder how many times 
John and Edith were jo-ed into singing a duet like it-or not! 


We, at Rotnum school, envied the students of Duck Creek school. 
They had the liberty of using the spacious Meadow Bank Hall for 
their Christmas Concert. Large crowds attended; entertainment was 
of good calibre. Year after year Sandy Donald was master of 
ceremonies and Mr. Lancely acted as Santa! 


Each year the school, closing was marked by the Annual picnic, 
approx. June 30th, Entire families turned out, bringing picnic 
lunches. Softball was arranged, plus races ofall kinds for every 
age. The home-made Ice-Cream was superb! I've never tasted better! 


My earliest recollection of Meadow Bank Hall was when attending 
Duck Creek school concerts with our parents; later there were social 
gatherings(Where I remember Mr. Jones singing "I'll Take You Home 
Again Kathleen" etc) and annual picnics. As I grew older, we had 
many ball games played on the grounds, C.G.I.T. gatherings, 

Sunday church services led ty Miss Grushe of Kelvington. Also many 
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Josef Hanson 


bridal showers, wedding dances, regular dances, meetings etc, held 
in the hall. Looking back, some of the most "fun-times" during my 
adolescence were at socials and dances held at both Meadow Bank 
and Hendon Halls. ¢ 


Rev. Aandal, Rose Valley held church services in Scandia Lutheran 
Church on #35 hi-way. They seemed to be on quite an irregular basis 
due to weather, roads, etc. John and I and Ben and Selmer Tweidt were 
confirmed at the same time, approx. Aug. 1034? 





John and I took Gr. XI & XII at Wadena Hieh school. Wet? ~ 
recall the fun times during our first year when John and I as well 
as Sylvia Harrison and Harry Linden boarded at Scott and Martha 
Branscombest 






The second world war broke out in Sept. 1939. S 
10L0-=13 I was a student nurse at Saskatoon City Hospita’ ter 
praduating, Miss. Grerory persuaded me to cone to work at Wadena 
Union Hospital. They were so short staffed, but I could culy stay 
on for k months because on Dec. 31, 1922 P.0. Lawrence Srierley 
and I were married. It was a double wedding ceremony with my 
sister Linnea and Carl Tweidt. We were married in our farm by 
Rev. Morland. 








Following Larry's discharre from the services in 1946, we li 
adena for 2 years, Larry heing employed by Dept.of Social 

Services of Sask Then 1 yr. in Winnipes - followed by a 15 
year stay in North Battleford. In 1965 Larry was transferred to 
Saskatoon. He retired in 1978. We left Saskatoon 1 year later. 

















I returned to the Tield of nursing, workiny on a ¢ 
during the years 1962 to 1975 





We have a family of two cirls and two h Bev 
from U.of S.1971 with her M.A. & Bachelor Nurs 
married and lives in Coquitlam, R.C.{*amily of two). 
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Lawrence craduated fro 
later followed by a? vr. 
servine as a surceon in St. J 
Jerusalem, Israel. He also is 





Shelley sraduated fron v. of 
employed as a Reality Therapist 








Gaynal_- our "wich younger" son eraduated Gr YIT from Aden 
Bownan Colleviate, Saskatoon and presently employed with 
"For-In-Tek" at C. Vancouver. 
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The Josef Hanson Family 
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OLD RECEIPT The receipt pictured above is one for $10.00 received by Josef Hanson for 
the Northeast Quarter of Section 6, Township 36, Range 12, W2 when he paid for his home- 
stead quarter on January 8, 1906. Wonder what the same quarter is worth today? 


free land which was advertised widely in the mid-west U.S.A. 
at that tine. The vision of owning your own land and the indepen- 
dance that would flow therefrom was to be sorely tested many times 
before it became a reality. 


Much hardship, loneliness and privation instead awaited those 
early settlers as they struggled to clear and break small acreages 
each year on the homestead while trying to finance and build shelter 
for themselves and their livestock arainst the bitter cold of those 
early winters. 


Dad spoke of those early years and the trials and tribulations 
spent working with oxen. Mosquitoes were fierce and oxen with 
plow attached would leave the furrow and head for the nearest slough 
to eet relief from the hordes of mosquitoes attacking both man and 
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The Joseph Hanson Family 


beast. Horses were costly and many died from disease and the 
harsh environment. 


My mother, Selma Olsen came out from Sweden in 1909 to marry 
my dad and to’share the task of raising a family and building 
what was to later become a modest size farm. 


Roads in the early years were trails crossing the country side 
as the crow flies to shorten miles to town. Our farm was located 
alone the main travelled route from Nut Mountain to Wadena which 
the settlers of that area used as their access to railroad where 
they marketed their grain and cattle bringing back supplies for the 
homestead. 


Early frosts, rust and wet weather at harvest time were a 
constant threat to crops in the earlier years before the arrival 
of newer grain varieties and modern harvesting equipment. The 
drought of the thirties which struck so mich of the province did 
not seriously affect us other than in 1937 but I remember ny dad's 
concern over grain prices in 1930 being so low that the returns 
from the crop did not pay for the cost of threshing. I also re~ 
member the many families that moved into the community during 
those years havine been forced to leave their homes in the prairie 
area to make a new beginning due to the ravages of drought. 











Our father had recognized the advantaves of raising cattle in 
our operation and Aberdeen Angus formed the basis of the livestock 
herd for many years until we were forced to reduce numbers in 1937 
because of drought and feed shortare. 





The Hanson fanily comprised of three girls and two boys. A 
daughter Sadie died at the are of five years in the fld epidemic 

of 1918, The eldest son Hans is presently living in Wadena serving 
as the town adninistrator. Linnea, the eldest daughter and her 
husband Carl Tweidt are farming in'the Rotnum community. The family 
twins comprising mysel*(John) and Edith are no longer resident in 
the area, I am employed by Sask. Agriculture as the agricultural 
representative at Moose Jaw. My twin sister Edith(Mrs. Lawrence 
Brierley) resided for years in Saskatoon but has recently moved with 
her husband upon retirement to 8.C. where their family are resident. 














My father and mother left the farn in 1945 moving to Wadena 
where they spent several years in retirement. Dad died in 1962 
at the are of °0 years and my nother passed away in 1979 at the 
age of 9h years. To them, I and other members of the family owe 
much. The road has been easier for us and those who will follow 
because my folks and other pioneers like then did not give up. 
They stayed to build the community we see today from the harsh 
frontier that existed when this province was born in 1005. MAY 
GOD BLESS THEM ALL. 
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GROWING UP AT ROTNUM, 1028-36 by John 0. Hanson 


My first recollection of the years spent at Rotnum School goes 
back to that first day in school which came after the winter break 
as the school was closed during the bitter weather of January. 


The teacher was _young,not long out of normal school, by the 
name of Charlie Spencer. Tt was necessary on that first day of 
school to record all the vital statistics such as name, age, 
birthdate, etc. My twin sister Edith led off with her’ information 
after which it was my turn, In the process of giving forth my 
statistics, Edith chirped up with the comment that this was really 
not necessary--did the teacher not know that we were.twins. 
Charlie had remenbered that incident and reminded me of it many 
years afterwards. 


Growing up at Rotnum I expect was not much different than 
that experienced by many other rural children who spent their 
early years at the "little Red School House". 


Looking back, there were advantages along with the many dis~ 
advantages that stand out in my memories of those days. In the 
one room school with Gr 1 to 8, there was much pre-grade learning 
as we would listen in on the lessons being presented by; the 
teacher to the senior grades. There was also an ongoing comfort- 
able feeling of familiar surroundings and classmates with advancing 
grades as often teachers continued unchanged over several year 
intervals. 


One of the disadvantages which I remember was the outdoor 
viffy in winter time, No one ventured to sit on the ice cold seat 
of that two holer,and as a result,mess that accumulated left much 
to be desired. 


Rural school houses of that day were not equipped with elect- 
ricity or other forms of artificial lighting. As a result the west 
wall of the school was generously endowed with windows. These 
were single windows without fitted storm windows so we were cold 
in winter during the morning porition of the day and warm to hot 
during the summer and afternoon period. Heat was provided from a 
wood burning boxtype stove. This was fitted with a galvanized iron 
skirting to prevent anyone from getting burned on the hot stove 
but it also meant that the bulk of the heat was directed upwards 
and did not radiate outwardly to give warmth to students sitting 
in their desks. I often felt sorry for those youngsters sitting 
next to the walls and windows as the cold draught on windy days was 
very bad. 


With the stove burning wood :to its capacity,it was often noon 
or later in the day, before the classroom reached comfortable 
temperature. 


Drinking water was brought each day as there was no well on 
the school property and water could not be left in the cooler dur- 
ing the winter months as the temperatures in the school dropped 
Well below freezing each night. 
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Growing up at Rotnum 


I guess I was fortunate that my years in school were relatively 
free of traumatic monents. I remember well where the school strap 
was housed-- in the lower right hand drawer of the teacher's large 
oak desk. On one occasion only did I come close to having it 
administered. The occasion was an incident in class involving 
Sammy Evans. I renenber well staying in at noon when Mr. Spencer 
laid the strap up on top of the desk and proceeded to lecture us 
with mich vigor. We both turned on the waterworks and I guess 
he felt that the message had been instilled without administering 
a strapping to us. 








Recreation in that one room rural school in the 1930's was 
pretty limited. The school library consisted of less than a couple 
of dozen books, sone of which were readers from previous years. 

I remember the sizable map case with a series of roll down maps 
used mainly for geograpy and history studies. 





Sports equipment was also at a minflm, It consisted of a 
all and bat plus a glove for softball and a football that served 
to give us lots of exercise chasing it up and down the designated 
playing field in accordance with our rules that were anything but 
soccer rules. 











The highlight of the year was to softball in the spring 
and challenge neighbouring schools such as Orpinton and Victori 
Park. These rames at times became more than sociable exchanges as 
there was much jeering and hurling of verbal abuse as the game 
went along. Pop Davis who had moved into the district in the 
early 1930's was our means of transportation when we had games 
with neighboring schools. 











@ annual highlight of the entire school year centered around 
the Christmas concert. This was the occasion when the entire school 
class had a part either in recitation, chorus, or play and preformed 
for the entire community who were there as it was viewed as the 
major social function of the season. The arrival of Santa Claus 

at the conclusion of the prosran with gifts and candy for all 

added to the ercitenent and expectation especially for the younger 
children. There were many worried parents fearful that the gifts 
ordered fron Eaton's catalorue or their shopper division might not 
arrive in tine for that all important and cru¢ial event. 





My love for horses dates back to those early years at school. 
Father bought Edith and Ia pony to travel to school. Minnie was 
her name and she knew richt from the start that we were just a 
couple of kids and she could pretty much do as she wanted with us. 
We always had a slow ride to school in the morning whether it was 
bugay, tobaggan or horseback and a fast ride at night for she knew 
there were roodies waiting when she got home. 











I can still renenber walking to school in the month of June and 
experiencing the intoxicating aroma of wild roses blooming in such 
profusion along with the fragrance of wolf willow also in full 
bloom. The country side was also dotted with yellow buffalo bean, 
orange cowslips, tiger lilies and the majestic white blossons 
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Growing up at Rotnum 


of Saskatoon and chokecherry. It was truly a time when nature 
displayed all her great beauty and it really felt good to be alive 
anda part of it all. 


Threshing time in the fall was also a time of much excitement. 
It meant staying away from school to help shovel grain in the bin. 
There was great awe and wonder of that big steam engine driving the 
grain separator with four men pitching sheaves into it at what 
seemed like top speed all day long. 


My years in public school continued to Grade 10 as Edith and I 
plus others in our class took Grade 9 and 10 by correspondence 
course. From there we took Grade 11 and 12 in Wadena High School 
and after a year out on the farm, I proceeded through four years 
in the College of Apriculture atthe University of Saskatchewan 
obtaining my Bachelor of Science Degree in Agriculture in 1913. 


I have wondered if perhaps I was the first graduate from the 
Rotnum School who went on to aquire a university degree. One of my 
reerets in looking back was that many others in that school were 
not provided the oppertunity to purse their education as there were 
nany very clever people capable of academic scholarship. 

After graduation and a few years on the farm with my parents, I entered 
the business world in partnership operation with my brother Hans 
which involved a lumber yard and farm equipment dealership in Wadena. 


This continued from 1946- 1062 during which time I married 
Violet Halen in 1950 who was a nurse and had to come to Wadena 
for a short time in 1948 to provide nursing service in the Wadena 
hospital before proceeding to Jersey City, N. J., for post graduate 
study in obstetrics, We were blessed with three children, Marion, 
Donald, and Vivian during those years in Wadena. In 1962 upon the 
death of my father, I took employment with Saskatchewan Department 
of Agriculture in the Extension Service. I served as agricultural 
representative at Hudson Bay from 1962-1966 when I spent a year 
on graduate studies at the University of Wisconsin obtaining a 
Master's Degree from that institution in 1967. In September, 
1967, I returned to Saskatchewan and took a posting with Saskatchewan 
Aericultural representative at Moose Jaw where I have resided since 
that time. 


As I compare the educational facilities and advantages of my day 
with those of the present, I marvel at the progress that has been 
achieved. I wonder though if there is a sense of appreciation 
amongst our present veneration for the oppontunities before them 


in the field of education =- opportunities those of my era and 
before would have dearly loved to have known and in which might have 
been participants. 
































Mr. & Mrs. Mr. & Mrs. 


Joe Hanson Carl Hanson 





CARL HANSON FAMIL: 





submitted by Ellen and Ester 





Fathers full name -- Carl Erick Hanson -- born in Hajom, Sweden 
May 10, 1877 - Died July 8, 1953 at Prince George, B.C. 


Mothers full name -- Anna Bernadina Nellson - born in Hay 
Sweden Feb 11, 1885 - Died Feb 13, 1956 





my 


Children -- Ester(Ottarson) of Prince George, B.C. 
Ellen(Adams) of Prince George, B.C. 
Arthur Hanson Deceased -- June 11, 1946 


Dad came from Sweden in the early 1900's to U.S.A. and worked 
at various jobs until 1904 and then went back to Sweden and brought 
mother back. He then filed on a homestead(SW Sec 6-36). He and 
mother married in 1905 and moved back to the homestead. In 1909 
they went to Denver, Colarado. where he worked in a mine for a short 
while and then returned to live permanently on the homestead until 
1919. When they retired to Hendon. They moved to Prince George, 
B.C. in 1951 





Audrey Bernice Ottarson is Esters daughter and she attended 
school at Rotnum for a while. Bernice is now Mrs. J. E. O'Conner 
and lives at Churchill, Man. 


MRS HARMON by daughter Doris 
Prouse 


Mrs. Jeannie Moore, a young 
widow and her 15 month old 
daughter came to Canada in 
190k. Mrs. Moore being a 
sister-in-law of Mr. Otter, 
who had come to Yorkton area 
the previous year, persuaded 
them to come out to Canada and 
stay with them until they 
could get settled on their 
own, and so it was,they came 
to the Yorkton area and the 
Wallace district. Doris 
never knew her own grand- 
parents so she thought of 





Mrs. Harmon 
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Mrs. Harmon 
Mr. & Mrs, Otter as her grandparents. 


Three weeks after arriving in Yorkton, Mrs. Moore met a 
young widower Howard Garrison, and this meeting resulted in marriage. 


The Garrison family then came to the Meadow Bank district that 
same year in search of homesteads, Jeannie Garrison filing on the 
NE -24-36-13 and on which the family lived the winter of 1904--05. 
A step-son, Melvin Garrison filed on the SWh-24-36-13, but he found 
he was not suited to the hard life and gave it up. A Mr. Hilder, 
who had married Mrs. Garrison's sister, took up this same parcel 
of land(later disposing of it to Jay Garrison) who had taken up 
as his homestead the NWi-24-36-13. 


That winter typhoid fever struck the home, with Arthur, Melvin 
and Mrs. Garrison all being stricken at once and their neighbor, 
Mrs. Wm. Harrison nursed them all back to health. 


In 100$ while in Yorkton Hospital and ready for discharge, 
Howard Garrison passed away very suddenly. 


Several months later Jeannie Garrison married Ed. Harmon. 
It was the first wedding ceremony in the Meadow Bank area -- folks 
can remember the Rev. Bailey coming out from Wadena by livery, 
driven by Mr. Milligan and it was such a cold day the ministerts 
face was frozen. They had brought with them a wedding cake, made 
in the confectionary at Wddena, owned by; a Mr. Hodson and the 
three tier cake was frozen so Solid, it had to be cut with an axe. 
Present at the wedding were: Bob and Bill Lee, The Reeds who 
lived on the present Garnet Booth farm, and also the Dick Yeots, 
Mr, & Mrs. Wm. Harrison witnessed the ceremony. Doris remembers 
that Eva Harrison(Irving) was the first baby she had seen. ~ 


In the spring of that year they moved to the Sd. Harmon farm 
south and west of Wadena which is presently the Ruth Burnett farm, 
in the Quill City area. Daughter Doris attended school at Quill 
City. 


In 1909 the Harmon family moved into the town of Wadena and 
purchased what was a small acreare with a house and also a barn 
where Ed. Harmon could keep horses. The site of that property 
was one time owned by the Godkin's and now by the Jackson's and is 
north of the C.P.R. tracks. 


In 1913 Doris and Mrs. Harmon went to Raddell, where Jeannie 
Harnon worked and Doris continued her schooling. 


In Dec. 1°19 Doris married John Prouse and they lived on their 
farn north west of Kelvington for 17 years. Doris has lived in the 
same house in Kelvington for 41 years. John passing away in 1967, 


Jeannie Hermon spent many years in Kelvington, where she owned 
her own home, passing away in 1945. 
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Saskatchewan became a province in 1905 and the C.N.R. railway 
was pushing westward from Winnipeg. It passed through the area 
where we are now familiar with the names "Invermay, Margo, Kuroki, 
Kylemore, Wadena, Paswegin, Claire and Quill Lake." North and south 
of this iine early settlers sought homesteads and a new way of life. 


Among these were Mr. Wm. and Howard Harrison. They had emigrated 
to Canada from near Liverpool early in 1905 and worked in Manitoba 
before coming to the Wadena area in 1906. Miss H. Smith came from 
Liverpool area also, and married Mr. Wm. Harrison at Baldur, Man. 
in spring of 1906. "Mr. Wm. Harrison, leaving his wife with friends 
in Manitoba came with his brother Howard to Wadena, Sask., and filed 
on a homestead (S.E. Sec 20-36-12) in June 1906. He chose this 
location because of plenty of wood for fuel and building and a 
lake which held possibilities for cattle raising. The lake had 
many advantages but also disadvantages-one being the hoards of 
mosquitoes which infested the area in the woods and tall grasses 
around the lake. 


Mr. Howard Harrison homesteaded SW Sec 28-36-12 which he proved 
up - but didn't remain in Canada. This land is now owned by, his 
nephew Keith Harrison. 


The first task of the homesteader was to build a house-in 
time for habitation in the fall. This was done with logs, felled 
from nearby woods ~ stood upright - (as the new homesteader had no 
means of moving logs except by hand and of necessity they had to 
be short logs.) The walls were plastered with clay and roofed 
with poles and covered with sods, cut from the prairie. 


When Mrs. Harrison came from Man, in October - there was the 
house! It had a dirt floor and it was some time before boards 
were available for a floor, The furniture was homemade. 


During the following months a barn was erected and land cleared 
and broken to fulfill homestead duties. 


In 1909 the family moved to’ the north side of the lake where a 
new house was built, also of logs, on a hill where breezes could 
blow and discourage the mosquitoes. Now in 1976 the house still 
stands and was habitated by the Harrison family until 1968 when a 
frame house was built. 


In the winter of 1906-07 was a long cold one. There was an 
epidemic of typhoid fever in the area and Mrs. Harrison was called 
to care for typhoid victims in the home of Mr. Howard Garrison 
N.E. £ Sec 2h=36=12. 


The eldest member of Harrison family, Eva was born in the 
Little house by the lake in January 1908, In the spring Mr. 
Harrison returned to Man. to work in order to earn money to buy 
food, oxen, machinery etc. Mrs. Harrison, with the baby spent 
the Summer’ months alone on the homestead.’ It was a lonely time, 








Wm, Harrison and Family 


fr. Howard 
Harrison 


Mr. William 
Harrison 


Mrs. William 
Harrison 


a 


neighbors were few and far between the nearest town 16 miles away-- 
ost office one mile east along the lake at the home of Mr. Dan 
Norrison. It was known as Meadow Bank post office and situated on 

N.E. 2 = Sec. 16-36-12, At: junction of two lakes known as lakes 1 & 2. 


on survey maps. There was no way to reach the post office except 
on foot. Mrs. Harrison decided during her$ejourn there that that 
surmer would be the last in the location, hence the move across 

the lake, where greater acreage was in any case. Here the Harrison 
family grew up - (Eva, Ruth, Sylvia, Leonard and Keith) and where 
Keith and Leonard still live. 


The settlers at this time came from various places, U.S.A., 
Scandenavia; menonites from Germany and some Ukraine. ‘Possibly 
Scandinavians were in the majority at that time in this area. 


The roads were prairie trails around sloughs and across 
creeks - The Scandinavians adept with skis had a better means of 
winter travel than walking. There was always the danger of becoming 
lost as there were few landmarks. 


As time went on oxen were purchased and they were faithful 
animals - being strong and able to pull trees and breaking plough. 
The settler had few tools - axe, hammer and saw. 


As population increased and families grew up, there was a need 
for schools. The Duck Creek School district was organized in the 
fall of 1907 and a school building was erected in time to hold 
school in 1909, The teacher, Miss Armstrong, came from Toronto. 


Visiting among one's neighbors was only source of entertain- 
nent for a long time but eventually there were gatherings and people 
came many miles to picnics. The first Meadow Bank picnit was held 
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Wm. Harrison Family 


in 1909. Later there were Christmas concerts in the schools, 
jarties and dances in the homes - music -provided by violin, accord= 
an or some one ‘on the comb’. 


The church also played a part in the development of the. 
comunity = first services were held in Mr. Waddell's (bachelor 
18-36-12, This is where Eva Harrison was baptised. 


home ~ Ni 


By 1916 a United Grain Growers organization was formed and they 
built a community Hall N.E. } Sec. 20-36=~12 which became known as 
MEADOW BANK HALL, This was centre for all future social events. 
This butiding was later moved to NW 4 Sec 15-36-12 and continued 
in usefulness until 1967. 


The oxen 
binding on 
Harrison's 
Homestead 


Submitted by Ruth(Harrison) Shannon 


1918 Mrs. Robert Gowan Duck Creek School 
1919 Miss Noel Blanc Duck Creek School 
1920 Mrs. Eleanor McLean Duck Greek School Norma Massey & 
1921 Marion Massey 
Mrs. Wm, McQuarie(Hazel) Duck Creek (relief) 
1922 Miss Elisabeth Cameron Duck Creek 
Miss Helen Summerveld Rotnum School 
Miss Jean Ingram Rotnun 
1923 Mr. George Philbin Duck Creek 
Miss Mary Cherry Rotnum 
192, Miss Elsie Brice Rotnun 
1925 Mr. Percy Heffern Rotnum 
1926 Mr. Henry Lowen Rotnum 
1927 Kelvington High School 
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In 1918 I started school at Duck Creek with Mrs. Gowan in 
charge. I was six years old and had three miles to travel. My 
nother drove us to school in the morning with Pat and the buggy. 
She returned home each day to face the breakfast dishes. We walked 
home after school. Sixten Linden gave me a ride on the handle bars 
of his bike which was a good lift as far as the Linden gate. 
Phyllis Gowan was ny age mate and class mate. She had black curls 
and was chubby and cute. I had straight mouse colored hair, was 
skinny and had freckles, I learned to read and to sing God’Save 
the King. The King at the time was George the Sth and his picture 
with that of Queen Mary graced the school wall. 


Miss Blanc was a French girl who had a deep interest in nature 
study. She instilled an interest in reading which has lasted 
throughout my life. I read David Copperfield among other books 
that year and learned to sing the French National Anthem. We 
learned to name the authors of everything in our readers. We were 
still using at the time the Old Ontario Reader. 


Mrs. McLean was the sister-in-law of the Inspector of schools 
for the area.and her neices the Massey sisters relieved her for a 
time. I adored them both but did not adore Eleanor McLean, She 
stayed with us for a time that year and I had the honor of sharing 
her room. 


Mrs. Hagel McQuarie was a favourite teacher who drove a horse 
all the way from the farm at Kelvington each day. Her neice Martha 
Templeton came to school with her for a time. I do not remember 
for how long. 


Miss Elisabeth Cameron died shortly after she taught at Duck 
Greek. She did not survive surgery in the Wadena Hospital. 


Helen Sunmerfelt married a bank manager from Kelvinton. 
He was a widower with two daughters. When Helen left, Jean Ingram 
took over the school. I remember that she saw us through the 
Christmas concert which in those days marked the end of term. 
Mr. Riley who was for many years the principal of Wadena school 
came out to act as chairman for that concert. Jean later married 
Mr. Riley and they were both killed with their small son in a car 
accident at Wadena. 


In the spring of 23 I went to Duck Creek school for only a 
few weeks, but I remember Mr. Philbin because he encouraged 
liberary efforts. We returned to Rotnum when it opened with Miss. 
Cherry in charge. She was an excellent teacher and when winter 
came she used to walk from her boarding place at Carl Hanson's 
by 7 aom. to have the old heater going before we arrived. Two 
important events occurred for me that year. I broke my arm while 
playing with Ethel Berglund at their farm and I inherited the 
orse duties from my older sister when she left for Kelvington 
High School. A less competent horse person probably did not exist. 
Leonard and I started out each morning with an old buckskin named 

jean. 
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Elsie Brice was a quiet, gentle lady who was very younp to take 
charge of a country school. She later died under surgery in Wadena | 
hospital. The Tweidt family arrived that fall and Mabel and Alfred 
with Melvin joined our ranks. 


Percy Heffern rode a bicycle to Kelvington for the weekends. 
His friend Henry Lowen took over the following year when I was 
in grade IX. In September I left for Kelvington and Grade X. That 
last year Ethel Berglund did not come to school, I lost my sidekick. 


Submitted by Sylvia VanBreinnen (Harrison). 


Happy times at Rotnum School do seem to centre around the 
pig slough? We would hurry through our frogen lunch to get into 
cold rubbers which had been left in the cloak room while we were 
learning to multiply, hike to the slough to slide on the ice which 
peaked out from anong the cattails and bull rushes. Spring time 

rought floating muskrat houses, red winged blackbirds, and the 
Wilson phalarope twirling in the open water, an exciting memory. 


In a drought year, a corduroy road was laid through the 
slough providing a lesson in that aspect of engineering. 


The other important thing in school was the stove, do you 
remember the cold day we sat around and blew bubbles, big bubbles, 
‘all the colors of the rainbow- until they were broken- by the 
bell? Mr. Leitch, that was mean. 





TRIBUTE TO THE HARRISONS submitted by Noreen Tweidt. 


Mrs. Harrison was an avid gardener. She loved her flowers, 
and I'm sure that every blossom had a smile for the tender loving 
care they got. Her shrubs were gently tended, and also flourished. 
She had a love of nature that has manifested itself in her family 
as well. She knew every plant's name, wild or otherwise. 


Mr. Harrison was well known for his singing. He always had a 
happy tune while he worked. I can remember the way I enjoyed his 
songs, as he walked down the road on a cold winters night, with 
the sieigh runners making their own music on the snow. The horses 
bells ringing from the strap that attached them to the harness. 
And Mr, Harrison singing for the love of live, the joy he felt. 


He raised some of the finest cattle and pigs that I have 
ever seen, sure the largest. 


Both were the ultimate as neighbors. And I must add that the 
family has carried on this fine trait. 


7 
Ethel Hoard. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Dann. 


Russell was the son of Emma‘Richard Dann and came to Sask- 
atchewan from Ontario. 


He married Mabel Ness, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Ness, 
who lived four miles south’of Wadena on the land now farmed by 
Ken Jones. The Ness family had come to the Wadena area from 
Thornhill, Ontario. 


Russell and Mabel along with his brother Guy, took up farming 
on the NZ 1, east of Wadena later coming to the Rotnum district 
where they farmed on N.W. 17- 36-12. 


There were six children in the Russell Dann family, the eldest 
being Ethel who attended Rotnum school in 1929, moving from the 
district in 1930. 


The brothers were noted for the nice horses they kept-on the 
farn and it was quite an exciting scene for the school children to 
watch the Dann brothers moving a building past the school being 
pulled by horses. These buildings, a barn and a harse, had been 
built in Wadena and moved out by horse power. y 


Russell becaze ill and was unable to work for much of his 
latter years, passing away in Winnipeg on July 13th, 1930. 


Mrs. Dann, now age 75, resides in Thorndale, Ontario. 


I am married to Gordon Hoard and we live on the farm east 
of Wadena. 


MR. & MRS. NELS HOLSTEN FAMILY 


Mr. & Mrs. Nels Holsten and family of two children came to the 
district by train in 1906, bringing with them horses, machinery and 
household itens which they had acquired after immigrating from 
Sweden in 1902. 


They settled on a homestead (SE 2-36-13) three miles from the 
site of Rotnum School (not yet built). They were among the first 
ni 


settlers in the district but were soon very well own, as any 
of the farmers living in the Rose Valley and Nora area had to haul 
their grain to Wadena, and travelling with horses the trip could 

not be done in one day so the Holsten farm became the stop-off place 
for these tired and hungry travellers. 


The Holstens first built a small house which they used as a 
granary after they built the big two storey log house in 1908. 


Mr, Holsten and children did a lot of trapping as their land 
had several sloughs. Dolly and Gunnar remember going with their 
dad in the early morning to trap and later helping him skin the 
animals. 






















Mr. & Mrs, Nels Holsten Family 


After the weary travelen| 
had rested at the HOLST 
farm, they are getting 
hitched again to travel 
further. 





The children attended school in Victoria Park and Wolverton. 
The older ones remember carrying Bert occasionally because it was 
such a long walk. When the Rotnum School was built in 1922 Violet, 
Gunnar and Bert attended classes there. By then Dollie was big 
enough to stay home to work with her Dad doing Man's work, plough- 
ing, harrowing, cutting and stacking great amounts of hay, ,running 
the binder and’then doing the milking and taking care of the 
"stoppers" horses. 


When the railroad was extended further north, Mr. & Mrs. 
Holsten and family moved to Rose Valley in 1923, and opened a cafe 
there. 





Bennie Evenson operated the farm for a short while until it 
was sold to Arton Faust. Later the same land was sold to N. F. 
Nelson. Verner Nelson still lives on the same site. 


GEORGE HOPE & MAMIE FRAZER submitted by Evelyn Oliver 





George Hope and Mamie Frazer were 
married Nov.12,1902, in Glengary. 
Hagel was born Nov.9, 1903 in Ontario. 
They then moved to Marchwell,Sask. in 
190}, where Liazie was born May 21, 
1905. Gordon was born Nov.25,1906. 


They then moved to homestead on 
NE 4 36-35-12 in 1907. Cecil born in 
March 14, 1908, Kenneth March 14, 1916, 
Evelyn April, iz, 1919. 


The nain stopping place for pioneers 
that travel from Antlaw and Kelving- 
ton to Wadena. 
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Church service was held in the home. Mr. Hope was active in th 
Grain Growers and Farmers Union, he helped organize the Willow Glen 
School were Hazel and Lizzie were among the first students. He also 
helped organize the Wolverton Rural telephone company. 


He raised purebred Aberdeen Cattle. Rhode Island Red Chickens 
and purebred Berkshire Hogs. 


They sold the farm in I9,7 and retired in West Vancouver. Mrs. 
Hope passed away in July 1953 and George in March 1957. 


Hagel becane a teacher, later married Herb Topping and farmed 
at Kipling. Then moved to B.C. They adoped three children. Herb 
passed away Oct. 1973. 


Lizgie became a teacher later married James Wright and farmed 
SWt II-36-I2. Had a family of three. When they started High School 
they sold the farm and moved to Kelvington. Lizaie passed away Jan. 
1968, Jimmy in 1973. 


Cecil worked for N.B. Mining at Flin Flon. Passed away in May 
1955. They had five children, triplets were among the five» Kenneth 
lives with Hazel's daughter in Delta B.C. And never married. 


Evelyn married Bill Oliver, they farmed in the Wadena district 
and later moved to the town of Wadena, then to B.C. in 1969. Bill 
had four children. Bill passed away Oct. 1972. Evelyn and Hazel 
live together in Surrey B.C. 


Submitted By Gordon Hope. 


We went to Willow Glen School. One summer there was not enough 
pupils to open the Duck Creek school. Lizzie and Cecil and I attend 
ed Duck Creek. The teacher was Miss. Jean Blanc. We went to school 
with a horse and cart, following a prairie trail across Sec. I and 

I. 

My father did carpenter work earlier. My father was Scotch 

and mother 3 Scotch and ¢ Irish. 


I helped move Meadow Bank Hall. First of all we hauled gravel 
from the gravel pit with a team and sleigh from NE 2 of I for the 
foundation. We jacked the hall up and put two sets of sleighs 
under it cross ways. Mr. Jack Coates and I each had a four horse 
team on the haul, and everything went along very well. A lot of the 
trip was made down Lindents Lake and there was about a foot and a 
half of snow to use. It was set down on blocks and left untill 
spring, to have the foundation put under it. I didn't take part 
in pouring the cement. 
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Charles came out from Scotland in the year 1923, and the story 
goes that while travelling by train and near the town of Sturgis, 
he asked the conductor what time it was-- the conductor replied 
1923 hours but Charlie not being familiar with that jargon replied, 
*T’know its 1923, but what the H--- time is it?! 





His first job was at another good fellow Scotsman, Sandy 
Donald. From there he went to John Prousets farm. He spent one Win- 
ter with Sam Donald, who was still a bachelor and living on the la- 
nd now owned by Leith Perron, SE%- 34-36-12. It was only a homeste- 
dd shack and they woke up one snowy winter morning to find snow 
on the bed. 


Charlie then decided to buy some land,so he purchased the SW 
26-36-12, still referred to as 26. 


At this time Fred Perry came along and he lived with Charlie 
and he was to make the Irving's his home for many years. 


The Figilen farm came up for sale, NE 22-36-12. As Wm. Harris~ 
on was executor for the estate, Charlie went to him with an offer 
to buy the farm and he must have asked for Eva at the same time,be~ 
cause he says he got it all in the same deal. 


Eva was born on the homestead on the south side of Harrison's 
Lake as we call it, could be called Linden's, or Avery's or Lille- 
jord's Lake I suppose. It is said the mosquitoes became so bad, the 
family moved to the north side of the lake. 


Eva, it is said, was born during a rare January thaw and has 
never celebrated a birthday since that has had no snow. She was the 
first baby to be baptized in the Meadow Bank area. 


In I9I0 Mrs. Harrison and wee daughter went back to England 
for a visit. 


When it was time for Eva to start school, she began at Duck 
Creek. It was probably about Grade VIII, when’she spent a year at 
Rotnum School. Gunner Holsten was also going to school there and 
after meeting Eva, his great ambition was to make good grades and 
marry Eva Harrison? 


After completing her schooling, Eva went to Normal school for 
four months, going to teach in several different places. The depre- 
ssion came and along with it, more teachers than there were jobs, 
30 by this time with a black eyed bachelor in the background, she 
decided on a new career, Marriage, and she hasn't been out of a 
job since. 


The wedding of Charlie Irving and Eva Harrison took place at 
her farm home on Aug.2Ist, 1934. The weather was cold that night 
and crops and gardens were frozen, 


They have a family of three children, Allan Gail and Brian, all 
bron in Wadena Hospital. Eva and Charlie’have retired, but ckoose 
to stay in their lovely home on the farm, close to their sons ar 
their grandchildren. pspone send 





The Charles Irving's 
Allan and Gail. 


Allan Irving Family. 


Allan is the eldest 
of three children, bro- 
ther Brian and sister 
Gail McDougall. He beg- 
an_school at Duck 

19142, where re took crades I to 8. In 1953 he went to kelv- 
iph School. According to “uriel Ladubec( Oberg), he was the 
long, long lashes’. In 1955 and 56 he attended the 

criculture in Saskatoon and then began his farming career 
hoight from Pete “IcInnis. 


i950 he married a nurse, Carroll Barbara Fennel of 
They have five children. 


‘eth; loves figure skating and now attends a school of Optom= 
etry at University of Waterloo, Ont. 
David; he will graduste from Kelvington High this year and he 
loves carpentry 
is a hockey fan and longtine member of Hendon 4-H. 


Dale; loves hockey and figure skating, plays the trombone 
and sings. 
Tim; figure skates and plays trumpet, and also sings. 


Gail (Irving) McDougall 


Gail Isabell Irving was born in Wadena Union Hospital. Went to 
Dueck Creek for her first four years of school. In 1949 Gail went to 
Brand because Duck Creek closed. 

She completed her schooling in Kelvington High School and trai- 
ned in Moose Jaw Providence Hospital for a registered nurse. 


She married Jack McDougall in 1967 and they reside in Saskatoon 
They have two daughters, Sandra and Brenda. 


ian Irving. 


Brian is the youngest of the Irving family, taking all his sch- 
ooling in Brand and Kelvington. He then attended Agricultural Coll- 
ege in Saskatoon. He worked during the winter months with Can Farm 
at Tisdale and farned during the summer months. 


It was while working in Tisdale, he met his future wife Ann 
Marie Fagnau. They were married Nov. 4th, 1978. 


They have also built their home on the Figlen place, adjacent 
to Brian's parents and across the road from his brother Allan. 





Mr. and Mrs, Bert Johns 76 


Bert married the former Alice Whaley in Dunrea, Man. where she 
was a_dressmaker. 

‘In 1906, Bert and his brother-in law, Mr. Waley came to the 
Meadow Bank district, seeking homesteads. 

Then in 1907, Mr. and Mrs. Johns, her mother, Mrs. Palmer moved 
in company with the Whaley family, to'settle on their homestead . 
Bert filed on the SE 4--4-36-12. 

The trip was made by team and wagon, taking ten days to complete 
the trip. 

Mrs. Johns was Auntie Johnny to a lot of people. They sold 
there land to Alex Clark in 1949, and retired in Hendon where they 
both passed away. 


Frank Johns 


Frank Johns was the son of Sarah and Willes Johns. They lived 
on the former Bigolow homestead, the NW $~2-36-12, just east of the 
Jim Messenger farm. 

Frank attended Duck Creek School in 1921 riding a big white horse 
named "Skinner". 

Later the family moved to Ontario. 


Mr, and Mrs. Fred Jones- by daughter Connie Lillejord. 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Jones (the former Emily Beatrice Messenger) 
came to Canada in April 1912, living on mother's brother's farm 
(the present Ted Coates residence). 

Dad helped neighbours during this year and in 1913 worked for 
Cliff Lee's uncle, Mr. Bill Lee. 

In the spring of 1914, they purchased the homestead of Mr. Elof 
Anderson, NE -10-36-12 and later the SE 4-10-36-12 from Mr. Gust 
Faust. 

In the 1920's they made further purchases of land from a Mr. 
Fred Hill, } sec.1-36-12, who had acquired this parcel of land from 
the Soldiers Settlement Board as a soldier of World War 1. Fred 
didn't care for farming so went to work in the Robin Hood Mills in 
B.C, and was later killed in a mill accident. 

Dad had been a foreman at a large match factory, Field and Platts, 
and also had worked at Moorelands Machinists, where they turned out 
large pistons. He had done seven years apprentice and worked 20 
years at these factories. 

People wondered why this jovial Welshmen with his wife, a teacher 
of twenty years in England, had ever decided to come to Canada, a 
land suited only to hardy pioneers. 

When asked why they did decide, Dad said he came to rough it 
because you always lived in fear of being laid off at the factory or 
being late punching the clock. 

So most’ of all, the idea of being your own boss was good, plus 
the fact that 160 acres of your very own sounded like a gold mine. 

Twas born 1910 in the city of Gloucester, England. I had no 
brothers or sisters, but Mom and Dad raised a boy who was known in 
the community as Mac Jones. Later Mac went to work in the Mines and 
then he took his fathers sirname, so he is now known as Edward Charles 
Spencer. 

My grandmother, on my mothers side, Harriett Messenger came to 
live with us and passed away at our home after a long illness. I will 
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renember the incident as it was storming and the roads were bad and 
Jin Wright told mother he would go on horseback and get Dr. Stuart 
to come out by livery. The storm got worse and Jim got lost on 
his way home and he was happy to see at last the light of our coal 
oil lantern, as we were doing chores at the barn. 

I helped Dad with everything that had to be done aroung the farm 
and managed to get my schooling besides. I remember writing my grade 
eight departmental exams. The centre where we wrote was in Kelving- 
ton, and I had to go and stay in town, a wet, gloomy week in June. 

T stayed with a Mrs. “orrison who was keeping other such: students as 
well, 

One summer I took two months off from farm work and went as a 
Gookee in McLure's Saw Mill at Round Lake. My friend Eleanor Fuller 
became ill ahout this tine, so when I finished one job, I went to help 
Eleanorts mother, Mrs, artin Burnan--then home to help Dad with 
harvest and fall’work. This was in 192i or 25. 

I stayed home after that until I was married on Oct. 27, 1937 
to Helmer Lillejord of bengough. 


Helmer and 
Connie setting 
out for the 
Whilten Ranch. 


er was orenan and I cooked for the ranch hands. After 
spendins the winter there we came back, Helmer taking over the field 
work for Dad, living on the N 3= 11-36-12. 

Ny Dad passed away in Nov. 1960 and we came to live and care for 
mother as she was not well, and we have lived here ever since. 

I revevser as a little girl, mother dressing poultry. Dad never 
helped with this job, as he didn?t know how to do it, however, I 
helped her after Schdol and on into the night, as it’all had to be 
ready and packed with the least delay so Dad could take the boxes 
into Wadena, fron where it was shipped to the T. Eaton Co. in Winnipeg. 
With the returns from thepovltry, our winters clothes and other needs 
were purchased, including Santa's gifts. I especially remember the 
purchases of dried fruits, prunes, apricots and apples which came in 
15 boxes. 


I well renenber “other and Dad talking about a shipment that got 
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lost and the worry was how to get returns in time to buy Christmas 
gifts. Not to be outdone, Mother took some cream, churned it, and 
furned out pounds of buttér to sell at the Beckman's store in Wadena. 
Dad started off walking to Wadena, carrying the butter as there was 
just no way he was going to see Mac and I disappointed on Christmas 
horning. As he trudged along, Bobby Mottram, a farmer who lived east 
of us, caught up with him and took him on to Wadena and delivered him 
safely hone again. 

T think one of ny biggest disappointments was when one of my 
school mates told me there was no such person as Santa Claus and 
that year at the Christmas Concert, I recognized who the Santa Claus 
was, so I knew she told the truth. 

Before the advent of refrigerators, it was quite a chore to 
handle crean and keep it sweet. We used to lower the cream cans into 
the cold, cold water of our well by means of a rope and windlas: 

Dad prided himself on the quality of cream he used to deliver, but 
it meant he hdd to leave home at_3 AM, to reach the creamery in 
Wadena before the day rot hot. It was worth it all when he would take 
4, cream cans, each holding gallons, and get top grade--the managers, 
Mr. Carter and Mr. Vurty, in those years would commend him for his 
efforts as well. 

Sometimes I would want to go on these trips with Dad, so Mom 
would pack a lunch for me. When I got tired, Dad would make a bed 
with horse blankets on top of the hay, which was taken along to feed 
the oxen, or the horses as the case my be. I would keep asking how 
mich farther it was and Dad might say “We will soon be there" and 
perhaps we were only halfway to Wadena. If he shook up the reins 
and hurried too much, the shaking of the wagon on the prairie trails 
could turn the cream to butter. 

Mom was the choregirl as we always had garden, poultry, pig 
and cows to m&lk with calves to feed and all that goes with farming. 

Our post office was in a farm home and called the Net of Lakes. 
I believe the land location is where the Alvin Ericksonts Stoney Cr- 
eek farm is now located, and this land then was owned by the three 
bachelor brothers, one of whon, if I recall correctly, was Johnnie 
Anderson. 

The Post Office was then moved to the Fred Burge farm and after 
that came the mail delivery with the sail driver delivering the mail 
to rural mail boxes placed along the route, and mail delivery was 
twice weekly, Mondays and Fridays. 

Mr. Chud Smale of the Wolverton district was carrier for many 
years. The Meadow Bank P.0. was located on the Dan Morrison farm, 
the farm now owned by Harry Linden. Eventually the Post Office cane 
to be in the ligtle town of Hendon, west of us. 

I can remember when they built the railway foom Wadena on 
through what is now Hendon. Mr. Frank Helberg had some horses 
working on the machinery, others used mules. I remenber crying 
because I thought the teansters were so cruel using those vig black 
snake whips. Dad would always console“we by saying they just cracked 
the whips, they didn't really hit the animals. 

T weil remember 2 Mr. Thorval Anderson (from North of Kelvington) 
who hauled grain to his, then closest point, Wadena. We kids used 
to love to watch the trail by our place forthe return journey of Mr. 
Anderson as he always had candy or bars for us. Other grain haulers 
used to stop to have dinner and feed their horses. I remember Jack 
Drummond for one, and also Sid Cameron, who lived where Norman Mennies 
now live. If the fully loaded and the empty load happened to meet 
there, the team would be taken fron the empty one to ww the loaded 
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T remember too in the 1920's, what I thought was a very funny 
incident. Mr. Jack Lancely had just bought a Model T ford and they 
had to use the road which passed’ our place known as the Wadena--Nut 
Yountain Trail. As you went up the hill and past what is now Helher 
lillejords barn yard, the soil was very alkali and alse very, very 
slippery when rained. 

Mr. and Mrs Lancely had gone to Wadena and while they were away 
it had rained.@n their return journey they stopped and had supper with 
us, and after a visit, started on their way home. When they reached 
the hill, the car couldn't make it on the sliopery surface, so Mr. 
lancely asked his wife to get behind the wheél and after giving a few 
instructions on how to handle the car, he got behind to pushs 

Mrs. Lancely, being a bit nervous and flustered put the car in 
reverse and back it went, knocking Jack down and backing right off 
the road. 

Needless to say, Dad had to come to the rescue with the old plugs 
and haul the car up the hill to give them a fresh start. 

In these years the most important event to us,as school children, 
was our Christmas Concert. No one ever complained about having to 
nenorize thier parts, practise thier songs or recitations as homework, 
and no matter how storny or bitterly cold it was, no one would think 
of ~issing school, for that meant 7issing an all important practise. 

The neighborhood entertainnent was to gather at one of the 
neighbors hones for a friendly chat. I remember hearing Dad and Mom 
talk of one of the first visitors to welcome us to the district, Mr. 
and Mrs Willian Harrison and their two year old daughter Eva. 

The bachelors of the district always enjoyed getting out to a 
family home in the district for a zood home cooked meal. They also 
had an eye for a pretty girl when the neighborhood gathered for a 

g evening of dancing-mostly square dancing. The homes, 
there was always roon for oce. Music was fiddle, 
nor even a comb if need be. The ladies always 
wind up this evening of enjoyment and then thought 
hone in an open sleich at perhaps 40° below zero. 
storm struck, the horses always knew the way hone. 
nou&se were small and heated with the old wood cook stove 
and 10 wood birthing tin aters. They referred to them in 
necause it took only 5 minutes to heat the room, when you 
ron a night out, that is once you got the fire going, and 
ten minutes the roon would be cool again, unless you kept pushing 
the wood in constant 
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Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kiland 





Joe Kiland was the son of Ton Kiland, who came from Moorehead, 
Winnesota to take up a homestead on what is now the Nick Kozij farm 


near Hendon. 


Joe married Clara Evenson whose mother had homesteaded in the 
Rotnum area. Their marriage took place in 1913 and was the second 
marriage to be performed in the Scandia Luthern Church, which still 
stands at Hendon corner. 


They made their first home in Wadena where Joe was agent for: the 
Imperial Oil Co. He later homesteaded what it presently the Arden 
Johnson farmstead, near the town of Hendon. 


Clara and Joe had five children, three sons and two daughters. 
The eldest son Norvald died as a fesulr of an accident while still 
a child, and later second son Arthur in a heavy machinery accident. 


Joe and Clara lived in the Rotnun district for a time before 
settling in Hendon in the 1940's where he operated the dray, and in 
later years was driver of the Co-op Oil delivery truck. 











While in the Rotnun district their home was on the SE 4-24-36-13 


and the three younger children attended the Rotnum School. 





Agnes is now ‘irs Ben Reggenwetter of Alberta. 

Frances is now Mrs Don Corrins of Saskatoon. 

Orville of Buck Creek, Alta. 

Joe and Clara retired’ to a home in Mount Royal Court in Saskatoon 

. where they enjoyed their retirement until Joe's death in April 1973 

due to a car accident. 

Mrs. Kiland is still very active and continues to 1: 
Royal Court. 














George Koch--by daughter Caroline Donald 
George Koch was born in Austria, Germany in the year 1876. 


His early youth, he recalls was spent herding cattle on the hills 
later taking up the trade of lock smit. 





In 1905, he came to Canada working in the Balgonie district where 
he met hi iture wife, Rose Klass, also of Austria, Germany. She 
was working at Regina Hotel at the time. 





In 1908 they were married in Govan, Sask. and farmed there for 
twelve years, as well as doing carpenter work. Later, they moved to 
the Kelvington area, where they farmed in the Meadow Bank district. 








Mr, and Mrs Koch had seven children, six of these children att- 
ending Duck Creek school, until the family moved to the Art llanson 
place and then on to High Hill. 





Caroline Donald of Kelvington, Otto and Ernest of HIgh Hill, Sask, 
Edith Vickery of Calgary, Bertha Zerff of Kelvington, J6hn passed away 
in 1936 and Frank in 1937. 
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In later years Mr and Mrs Koch built a house in Kelvington and 
retired there. Mr Koch passed away in the Kelvington hospital on 
his 77 th birthday. 


Otto Koch. 


I was the son of George and Rose Koch who came from Govan to 
the Meadow Bank district and rented Charlie Barker section. My 
father farmed and did carpenter work. 


We children attended Duck Creek School while living in the 
district and I remember quite a few of my classmates, the Gowans, 
the Harrison girls, the Donalds, the Drummonds, the Bjerke children 
Sam Lancely and the Fred Jones children as well as Masie Augustus. 


In I944 I married Marie Smith and we have six children. Orvill 


David, Russell, Rose Marie and Jimmy, They are all married and we 
have twelve grandchildren. 


Matt. Lang Family. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lang came to the Rotnum district and lived on the 


Carl Peters Ranch. 


They came to the area from Duff Sask. And both Mary and Matt 


Lang were of German descent. They had a family of five children. 
01 


Gibert and Alvina both attended Kotnum School. Elmer, Wilmarie and 
Marlene were not old enough'to go to school then but lived in the 
Nut Mountain area for most of their schooling. 


What always will stay in my mind is when Elmer and I would 
ride over to Mack's and Gus would cut our hair. And we would listen 
to some of Grandpa Mack's stories about the first World War, and 
then the many hours spent riding horse back herding cattle and 
driving them to the Meadow Bank Lake for water. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Lancely; 


Mr. John Lancely was born 
in Cheshire, England. He came 
to Canada in April 1905. Set- 
tling at Cupar, Sask, Laver 
moving to Churchbridge,Sask. 
where he was married to Miss 
Mary Gibson, who came also 
from England. 


In 1908 he came to the 
Meadow Bank district and fil- 
ed on a@ homestead, SWi 24-36 
~I2. Mr. and Mrs. Lancely 
were hardy pioniers and saw 
and enjoyed life to the full 

hey had two sons, Albert an 


Mr. and Mrs. Lancely Sem and Albert qhe 
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Sam now has moved into Kelvington,where he has retired. 


Mr. Lancely, ever ‘interested in education, served on the Duck 
Creek school board from 1919 to 1946 when the School was dissolved. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lancely were pioneers in nany > having the 
first radio in their community in the early days of And one 
of the first cars as well. 
COPY OF FILE # 806367. 
This was nade out to "ir. J. Lancel: 
Showing the requirements for receivi 
Saskatchewan: 
Mr, John Lancely Age 27 ¥ 
Property 
Livestock 1 
Lumber Stable 
Well 
loll Leow «+ 2 oxen 
12 x 2h... log and lumber house 
1 mile wire fence 
Saw lumber and well dug 
Witnessed by Mr. John Gowan 
1000. . . broke 10 acres... cropped 
1010... . broke 10 acres... cropped 10 acres 


lll... bdroke 15 acres... cropped 20 acres 


December 1st, 1911. Finished house and moved in. 


Submitted by Phyllis (Parish) Little 


Phyllis Little has many pleasant memories when she was working 
at the Lanceley's, In the spring of 1937 she recalls needing sone 
help to do housecleaning. Mr. Lanceley suggested going to get Rosel- 
la Avery. Which she did. She took old Jean, the pony, hooked it onto 
the buggy and proceeded on her way. She went through the Parish yard 
where her mother wanted to go along for the ride. It was the spring 
the water was high. They got to their destination and picked up Rosel- 
la. On their return home they had to cut off right by Fred Jones? 
corner where you go through the water. We got about 25 yards into the 
water and Jean decided she didn't want to pull so laid down. I got out 
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loosened the harness, but she just about refused to get up and get 
out of the water. I decided to go and get Connie (Jones) Lillejord 
who informed me that Jean was good to pull with the saddle. Connie 
and I brought along a saddle with a long ro} She dressed Jean 

with the saddle, tied the rope onto the buggy and got on Jean. She 
said, "get up", but she nicely laid down with Connie on her back. 


At the time, my brother, Tom was working at Jones’. Connie and 
went and got hin off the field where he was using four horses. 
very willingly came out with a four horse; outfit and pulled us 
, after a lot of coaxing. Jean and her passengers proceeded on 
neir way hon to Lanceley's. 


‘hen Sam saw us coming into the Lanceley yard, he very well 
knew what had happeded. Jean looked like a drowned rat, and 
Rosella and I certainly didn't.feel like doing house cleaning. 


was very active on the Duck Creek school board, 
for 30 years. lle was very fond of children. ‘hen 
used to have picnics along the shores of Meadow Bank Lake, ifr. 
lanceley alvays chose to look after the little children. He would 
and say "go". fo their delight, everyone won. He 

had @ chocolate bar for'then all. 


low we kids used to look forward to Christmas and Santa Claus. 

. Lanceley was the one and only perfect Santa Claus which we 
knew, Te sized and ningled with the children which made the purpose 
of Christnas so neanin What autiful memory he left behind 


Sam Lanceley, Van 
Gowan, Bd Madnolland 

Ed Shercliff, Bill 
Scott, Albert Lanceley 
and a Shercliff brother 
and old Ted, the dog 


; 7 = _ sea 


Jy 


Mr, and lirs, Joe Ladubec 


the Pelly district and as a young man 
1927 and worked in the !cClure Sawmill. at Round 
At that tine he noved-to Kelvington working 
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at any job that was available, mainly a farm laborour. 


In 1938 he married Leona Powlowski who was born at Wynyard and 
had spent her teenage years working as a hired girl in the surround- 
ing area. After their marriage they moved to the Meadow Bank District 
and took up farming on land located 1 mile sauth west of Duck Creek 
School and 4 miles Bast of Rotnun School. In the fall of 1939 a 
daughter “Muriel was born. 


In the winter of 1942 due to 
the hard times the family left the 
farm and went to Carrot River where 
both Mother and Dad worked in a 
sawmill owned by lr. Cliff Cloge- 
ett. Dad ran a steam engine and 
Mother worked as a camp cook. 


In the spring they again 
returned to the farm and that fall 
a son Robert was born. 


At this time the family lived 
in a two room shack. One year Dad 
being very artistic whipped up a 
tub of wood ashes, line and Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ladubec 
water and our plan was a 
glistening white on the outside. 


Muriel started school gn Duck Creek in tt of 1045 under 
was closed in 1949, 

This closure was due to a very si dren attendin 
I believe 7 the last year. She then went 1 School. This 
School presented problens gettinc there « y in the water 
months taking Dad at least 1 nour 7 ere by caboose. 
One winter she boarded with ing ly for about 2 
months because of this. 


Robert started school there i transportation 
was usually horse and toboggan in winter, horse and buggy in spring 


and bikes in the sumer. 


Both continued school there until 1953 when the family moved to 
spend a winter in lendon, The education was then finished in ilendon 
and Wadena. 


Joe and Leona continued to farn adow Dank ental 1975 wher 
they sold their farn and retired to live in Melvington where they 
still reside. 


Muriel married Harold Oberg fron Hendon in 1958 and since then 
they have lived at the West Coast in the Surrey area. 


2 daughters. Harold works with the Durnoby School Board and | 
is a Telephone Operator in ‘lew Westminster. 


Robert married Sharon Poncelot from lieechan in 1967, They too 
went to live at the Coast in the Port Coquitlam area. They have a 
family of three. One son and 2 daughters. Robert has his own 
plumbing business there. 





Stanley Larson a5 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. John Larson, who lived on NE }-7-36-12, 

for a short time. Stanley attended Rotnum School for only a short 
tine in his first year at school. He was a cousin of Roy and Cliff- 
ord Rotnun. 

, Stanley worked for some years in Kelvington at the garage owned 
by Vern Lowey. He was a nechanic of some fane and people sought his 
services. 


Mr. and Mrs Leonard Leepart 


We came to the Duck Creek district the year of 1933 and farmed 
on the ES of 23-36-12,north and east from the school. ie left the 
district for a year, returning the fall of 1935 and remained for a 
short time until December 1935. Then we came to the Rotnum school 
district with our family of two Earl and Eilien and located on the 
S.W.4 of 6-36-12, where we still remain. Fron 1941 to 1946 Faye, 
Nola,Ellery,and Darold joined our family tree. 


Our family of six received all their public school education 
at Rotnun. 


Submitted by Nola Doreen Hiebert. 
(Leepart) 


I never did like school, and 
I sure renenber the first day of 
school. Mr. Harcourt sent grade I 
to the board and I was so shy T 
started to cry-- 50 he asked me 
what I wanted to do. I very shyly 
said " Go out and pay" I couldn't 
say play. The school kids all 
laughed as I went out-- that 
school yard was about the biggest 
and lonBliest place in the whole 
world. I hated school ever since. Earl, Eileen, Faye, Lorne 
Darold 
I guess my first and bad Mr. and Mrs. Leepart. 
experience marked me for the 
following years, sure is funny 
isn't it? We played a lot of soft ball in all kinds of weather and 
and competed with neighbouring schools. 


The sports field day was always something to look forward to. 
Everyone was usually packed in to the back of someones pickup and 
drove to Wadena. I'm sure the Caragana bushes around the school 
could tell many, many stories... if they could only talk. 


Submitted by Ellery Lorne Leepart. 


It was way back in 1950 that I was introduced to the Rotnum 
School were I served ny sentence. 
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Marcella Scramstad and Robert Ladubec were my other classmates 
Marcella was too smart for Robert and I,so she soon left us trailing 
in the dust, Robert and I were buddies all the way through school. 
What a bunch of puritans in those days. I recall when we used to 
choose up sides and have coal fights. I've seen a few heads split 
open from battles, but what the difference "Boys will be boys? 


It is a wonder I grew up to be an adult. 


We used to travel the two miles to school by horses. I remember 
one cold morning, sixty below, when I froze one ear right stiff and 


hought nothing of it untill 1 started to thaw it out and that made 
me dance the disco before it ever was invented. 


I remember when us boys had a dog at school and went hunting 
at lunchtime. One day we heard the dog yapping away and we knew he 
was chaseing a rabbit, we were all standing in a group stretching 
our necks looking for the raobit to try and catch it. When all of 
a sudden ZAP here was the rabbit kicking, scared out of it's mind 
Stuck between Bradly's legs. Well we all’ just rolled on the ground 
laughing and Brad stood there frozen with anunexplainable look on 
his face, the rabbit then kicked loose and continued on it't way. 
This all happened so fast that it was actually over in no time. 


As far as teachers (cruel people) I don't remember how long 
I had each, first.. Wilf Harcourt, Frank MeGrenera, Mrs. Gutek, 
and Don Leitch. 


The big events as far as school was, while I was there was 
the conversion from wood oil stove, so you didn't come to school 
and no place to warm up if the fire wasn't lite. And find your ink 
frozen $0 you had to write with an unfreezable pencil until your 
ink got thawed out. And then the bussing of high school students 
until the final closeing of school. 


I beleive the most thrilling parts for me was our concerts, 
that was really great. The first step to stardom. It's too bad that 
we were never discovered. 


That seems to be all I can muster up for you outside of the 
Meadow Bank fields meets which was good competition. 


Submitted by Faye Peterson (Leepart). 


I was born to Leenard and Mary Leepart, to join a brother and 
sister, Sarl and Eileen. We were later joined by Nola, Ellery and 
Darold, Our home after our short stay in the Wadena hospital was 
the 3.W.i 6--36--12, and still is home for my parents today. 


Dad was born and raised in the southern part of the province 
being the'son of a farming family. Wis family packed up and moved 
porte Kelvington area in the early 30's when the prairies became 
a dust bowl during the dry years. 
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Mom was born and raised in the Village of Invermay. Her parents 
Grandpa and Grandma Middelmiss, came to the new land of Canada, as 
newlyweds, leaving behind their homeland of Scotland. 


My years at Rotnum started out with Bernice Mack, Barbra Whaley 
and I,in grade I. Our teacher for that year was Miss M.M.Nygaard. 
Grade’ II found us three girls still together at the start but ina 
short time we were joined by a new classmate in the name of Philip 
Gutek, Grade III, Barbra left us when her family moved to Wadena. 
That left Bernicé, Philip and I in that grade to finish of the 
school years together. Our teachers for Gr. II-Gr.V inclusive was 
if. W. Harcourt, Gr.VI was a year when no teacher seemed available 
so we started taking correspondence couses at home, that didn't 
prove to satisfactory, so the school board hired Marion Allen and 
again we were back under the OA.M. to 3.30P.M, school day and seemed 
to get more learning done. Later on in the year we got a teacher in 
the name of Mr. Frank MeGrenery to finish of the year. Gr. VII and 
VIII saw us with a teacher by the name of Mrs.M.Gutek. 


The fun time always was the return trip home after school. The 
first years were always a dump in the ditch when Earl with our horse 
and toboggan and Don Austring with his horse and toboggan always 
thought the end of a day of school was tz get the horses trotting 
and then get the toboggan to swing into the ditch and have it hit 
a soft spot after frozen clumps of snow, which immediately spilled 
all us younger ones out into the cold snow. Never an injury but 
what an angry bunch of youger ones, that had to get back into the 
tobogean and have it all repeated over again if they found another 
frogen clump that caught their fancy. 


When I became the eldest in the family going, and responsible 
for the horse and driving, the fun became, to seé who could get 
the outfits hooked up and’the younger ones loaded and out of the 
school yard first. At times the gate posts were almost widened by 
the three or four single outfits that came out of it at full gallop 
Another interesting time was always the road crossing, with outfits 
going south, east and west and if you hadn't gotten into the right 
ane at the start,it was interesting to see who got the outfits 


stopped so another could get by in front to get into his right road 
Many a tine you ended up on the wrong road for awhile in order to 
prevent an accident. An accident never occurred but the excitement 
always ran high until each got onto the right stretch for hone. 


In the wintertime our free time was spent in games such as 
prisoners base. Fox and Goose, Tag and of course each friday after= 
noon, our Red Cross program, when the business meeting was over with 
it was time for the entertainment program. All had to take part 
whether it be a song, recite a poen or just tell a story. Some boys 
unprepared just went up and stood for a full three or four minutes 
while the rest of us laughed at the stupid expressions. After that 
time the teacher generally got disgusted and told them to sit down. 


There was also the yearly Christmas Concert to be put on by 
everyone in-the school. The songs to sing, the lines to memorize 
for a recital and the parts for plays which always brought out the 
actor or actress in each of us. The fun times were in practice 
before the teacher,but the scary night was concert night when the 
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school was full of brothers, sisters, “ion's and dad's, srandma and 
grandpa. When the curtains were opened it seemed to be just a sea 
6f faces, the many times each of us had a complete nenory lapse 
gust from the shock of those faces down there. With the teacher 
prompting from behind the curtain, even the "ost “rozen cane to 
Vite, it was probably not as well’as the practices dut we always 
came through with the parts that had so ritually been memorized. 
Te was ended with all of us students on the stage singing " 
GOMES SANTA CLAUS", to have hin generally junp on stage and 
ten us half to death with his "ho, ho, ho*, »ut at least it 
we were done and could finally jump off the stare and to try 
patiently wait until he called our nane for our presents. 
eandy, nuts, peanits, apples and oranzes, this was the “inal 
event for each of our Christmas concerts. 

Another great tine for most of us was the fois 
and we began practicing for fields day. 
broad jump, triple jump, ball throw, discu: 
effort put into the relay tea” 


Rotnun School took / 
row. ‘We had always under: 
four years straight. ‘We were 
but were inforned after our fo: 
a track sean we were more deterair 
again. ‘We did, and it 


Ve also have a *ielc meet ai sank: Lake for severa. 
It was a nore relaxed meet and ~ done he 
as us Kids battled to see who was to 1, seco: 
FroUps. 
a gold edal. A naple leaf wit! 
gold strip throurh_t! nding for" 


Many a Friday aTerncon 
pall being played when a vis 
a chance to yell our 1 
times trying just to cat 
pro's but *: tines the: 
noon oF o return their visit. 
scrools I zt i ir axe eychanses are Villowglen, 
Molverton, ‘ievoria Par’. 


a care‘ree life as children living 


vani: district. 1: was and svill is a community that 
friendly and neighborly. “ay we always keep the 


Mr. and Mrs. Ken Leitch 


Ken vought N.8. } 8 from 0,!, Rotnum for one thousand bushel of 
oats at 20 cents a bushel in 1934. 
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Married Mary Rennie in December 


1039, hada family of four, Gerald, 
Diante, Allan, Bev. 


fe were in the beef ring like 
many Meadow Bank families. In the 
thirties when it started, Nick Al- 
thouse who was the butcher and cut up 
the beef. Tt was delivered with team 
and bugey. Later Hank Althouse took 
it over for his Dad. There were more 
cars in the country, so everyone took 
turns delivering, ‘We like a lot of 
others had a share, then you took up 
Ken, Mary, 3ev,Dianne your beef every other year. It was 
Allan @ Gerald the only means of getting fresh meat 
in the sumer nonths. 


Ken took part in several three act plays. Put on to raise 
money for the hall. Lizzie right was the director. They would 
pat it on in Meadow Bank,Hendon, Nut Mountain. It was a great 
change when the electricity came in 1948. Lights, fridges, etc. 
Ken was on the Rotnum School board and Councillor of Sasman fron 
1958 to 1971. 


One of the social events was the Quilting Bee . Everyone 
had wool carders. Often the neighbors carders were borrowed and 
the whole family took their turn using then.- When it was all 


done, the top was sometimes made out of different designs made 
out of material that was left from sewing. When everything was 
ready all the neighbor women cane over to help quilt. The quilt 
would be completed before supper. As many as six or seven women 
would take part. 


The Meadow Bank Ladies Aid often nade a quilt which would be 
auctioned off at their annual Fowl supper in the fall, and would 
raise between $5 to *10 on the sale. They also made one and gave 

ly when their house burned down. 
en there was the blankets that were used for driving. 
; went to waste. All the old coats and overalls that were 

past wearing were sewed together to make the top and botton. 
then all the old sweaters and underwear that couldn't be mended 
any more were used for filling. Tt was put on a frame and tied 
with wool to keep it all in place. There were such things as foot 
warners that were used when riding in the open sleighs. Then 

cane in the closed-in cutter which had a small stove and fire in 
it. They were a creat thing. Sut you didn't see that well out 

of then, “ost of them just had windows in the front. Put nobody 
“inded because the horse always followed the road, and they would 
always take you home. 


Submitted by Gerald Leitch 


Iwas born May 23, 1941. They say that I took part /in a 
play when ten months old. They had to have a baby and didn't 
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want to use a doll. They took me, but I didn't have to go to pract- 
ice. 

All the children went to dances and parties. When we got 
tired we were put to sleep on coats or blankets on the stage with 
the music. Meadow Bank had bunks in the kitchen made for children 
to sleep in. 


I started school with Wilf Harcourt as the teacher. We had 
school bonspiels in Hendon rink every year. All the country school$ 
in Hendon took part in it. 


I was in the h-H Beef Club. When judging was finished, we 
led our calves to the stock yards and went home. When the train 
cane, our calves were shipped to Winnipeg. We had nothing to show 
for our calves but a ribbon until the cheque came in the mail. 

When I finished school, I helped on the farm and am still 
farming. 


Submitted by Allan Leiteh 


I was :born March 12, 1943 and went to school at Rotnum. I 
took part in School tonspiels, field meets, vall games, Christmas 
concerts, Hendon Axi Calf Clud. 


We had chores to do after school and in the winter time cattle 
and horses to feed, wood to carry. In summer milk cows to get home 
then turn the separator and feed calves. When I finished school T 
helped with farming. One winter I spent in a bush camp at Prince 


George. In 1945 Dad bought the NE 2 of & from Pop Davis for $6500. 
in 1970. I moved there to farn and now an married and have two 
children. 


Submitted by Dianne Leitch 


Iwas born on October 18th, 1945 at_Wadena Union Hospital, the 
first daughter of Ken and Mary Leitch. I started school in Rotnun 
on September 1949, with Mr. ilfred Harcourt as teacher. Starting 
school with me that year was Ronnie Gutek, Raymond Leitch and 
Rarold Messenger. 


I have many memories of those good old school days when play- 
ing, learning and other things as well. 


When I was in Grade one and having trouble reading out loud to 
the class , Mr. Harcourt finally got fed up and asked me where were 
my brain? I calmly told hin they were in my stomach, I'm sure he 
agreed with me. If I didn't learn to read in that first year at 
School, I got some good basic training in dancing. The oldest girls 
fn the school, Jean Evenson and Eileen leepart and maybe more, spent 
their noon hours dancing to the radio and very few records. 

was one little girl that was glad when they asked me to dance with 
then and still enjoy dancing. 


One thing I enjoyed about the old one room school was that 
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Iplayed with all are groups. If it was a ball game, a game of 

base or auntie I over, it was very important to the rest 
of your tean that you participated no matter what age you were or 
row well you were able to play. 


There was always sonething going on, it may be a fack on 
our chair, or maybe a bit of water waiting for you to sit down 
on it. There was always the tickets to sell every fall, a raffle 
was held and any profit that was nade was divided evenly between 
everyone in the school for Christmas. ‘What ever amount each 
child was alloted ,you were able to pick anything out of Eatons or 
Simpsons catalogue, if it went over the amount you had to add 
to it Lo make up the difference. 


the Christnas weant that not all 
that school work cot done for wonth of Decenber. 
very school had then and it was j ich fun to go and see 


else's concert as 


40 say sood=hye to every one in schoo! 
our friends. I can remember one year 
sot _a pair of fron Santa Claiis ir 
d road Flicka with the saddle and 
ave it so ni 
so he had to sk: 
ywe all left 
part?s on 


WLsert revevered he dadntt 5: 


carned Sach and hollered at rer, sre : : 
had forrot that there was a telephone pole ‘ere and ended 
foot on #ach sil ide of the pols an gave it a bis huge Luck 
Tsert vasntt 


the old country school wasn't all Learnt) 
trithvatic, we also learned vo play a 
rroups, desides nai 
all these years. 
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I married Glen Gradin in November, 1961 who was driving a 
transport out of Regina at the time. In 1962 he started working 
for the Co-op. During the fifteen years he worked with the Co-op 
we lived in Raymore, West Bend, Kelvington, Lintlaw, Saskatchewan, 
Swan River and Arborg, Manitoba, then to Landis, Saskatchewan. In 
1979 we bought NW & NB 33 - 36 - 12 west of Kelvington and we are 
all enjoying the life of the far. We also have a school bus which 
drive. 


We have four children, namely Elaine, June,Elwodd & Sharon all 
attending school in Kelvington. 


Submitted by Beverly Lee (Leitch) 


Iwas born May 12, 1950 to Ken and Mary Leitch. I started 
school at Rotnun in 1956 and attended there until the school was 
closed in 1963. For wy first six years of school I had D.E. 
Leitch for a teacher ;and for the final year I had Lloyd Nelson. 


I have many good menories anout ny school days at Rotnun. 
The annual Christmas concert was the biggest event of the year. 
We always enjoyed all the hours of rehearsing - a good way of 


getting out of school work. Then on the big night it seemed like 
anta was always late as he would get stuck on Sitko's hill. 


Judy Tweidt, Lowell Tweidt and I started school together and 
raduated together from the Wadena Composite High School in 1968. 
§5°1970 I graduated from the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Arts 
and Sciences with a Diploma in Nursing. While single I worked in 
Moose Jaw, Yanaino, British Columbia and Saskatoon. 


In 1974 I married Ken Lee from Invermay. We've lived in 
Jatson, Kelliher and presently in Porcupine Plain where I'm work- 
ing in’the hospital and Ken is agent for Saskatchewan Wheat Pool. 


Mr. and Mrs Seymour Leitch 


Seymour Leitch was born in 1906 in Strathelair, Manitoba. 
He farmed there till 1934 when he moved to the Rotnum area. He 
bought a } sec. of land(NE 5-36-12) from the Manitoba Gov't and 
married Way Messenger in 1938. They dought the (SWh of 9-36-12) 
where they still reside. They have 3 children, Edith, Albert and 
Raynond. 


Raith was vorn in 1939 and attended public school at Rotnum. 
Her first teacher there was liss Plorence Carlson (nee Lovdahl). 
She took her grade 9 in Kendon and the remaining high school in 
Kelvington. She married Earl Rud of Hendon and they moved to 3.0. 
where they lived for 5 years. They moved back to Hendon and still 
make their home there. 


Albert was born in 1941 and also attended public school at Rot- 
num and his high school in Kelvington. He worked at Hudson Bay for 
awhile and then moved to 3.C. He got married there and has 3 
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children, Linda, Cindy and Douglas. 


Raymond was born in 1943 and went to Rotnum School also. He 
worked for Nac Scranstad at the Auction Market and then went to 
Thompson, Man. He came back to Hendon and worked for the Federal 
Grain and married Leona Bergman of Hendon. They moved to Canora 
where he worked for the Coop Creamery and was transfered to Regina. 
He has now moved back to Hendon and is farming with his Dad. ‘They 
have 2 boys, Randal and Kevin. 


Mr. and Mrs Elof Linden 


Elo Linden, his wife Ester and small son Sixten Sven came to 
Canada fron Sweden the spring of 1907, They lived for a while with 
is brother Axel Bryngelson who had come out earlier and hone= 
steaded on NE 12-26-12, 


They homesteaded and started farming on 
NE }-18-36-11. There they dug 11 dry wells 
and still had to haul water or walk their stock 
to a spring sone distance away. There they 
farned till 1014, Elof working in bush camps 
and_on railroad construction whenever he could 
be spared off the farn. Work days at these 
camps were lons, work was heavy and wages one 
dollar a day. 

Lumber camps were o%ten lousy. There were 
no strikes those days, you either worked hard 
and shut up,or you pou fired. 


In 191k, tired of hauling water, they 
porchased NE’16=36-12 from Dan Mosrison. 
Those lakes looked pretty good even if there 
Elof Linden were a lot of mosquitoes. Water was very 
important for livestock. They drove to 
liadena with oxen or horses to sell their 
; bee? and grain" and to buy their provisions. 
in rough wagons and ir winter sleighs. 
had oxen or horses, Elof carried provisions includ= 
S back a distacne 0”’20 miles. He also carried his 
arness to his hovestead, ‘Tears went on as well as could 
ve expected, until disappointment of 1919. 


n had always wanted and dreaned of having a vaby girl. 

Id it was another boy, She was shocked and saddened 
ard I don't think she ever recovered.” She naned hin Harry and put 
nina dress, Dresses he hated. One day she had invited company, 
she put Varry in a dress and tied it on. lle went outside, nanazed 
to untie and take the gress off and come in stark naked. I guess he 
really disrraced his other that day. There were a few more of 
these episodes before he covld finally wear pants. 
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Their first car was on Overland touring, I think it was made by 
Whippet. It had 30"-33" tires it had short springs and was very 
rough riding. The roads were mostly prairie trails and mud holes. 
In winter the car was put away. There were no snowplows, antifreeze 
or heaters. No one had even invented the caboose with a stove. 
People rode in open sleigh boxes. They would heat rocks in the oven 
and wrap themselves in blankets. 


When the railway camé to Kelvington it made it a lot better for 
the people of this district. Later the C.P.R. came to Hendon. 


In the early 1920's a fellow named Walter MacDonald worked at 
Lindens, he had a good memory and was very good at reciting the 
Klondike Poems. He later worked at Willard Halls. 


A teacher named Henry Lowen boarded at Lindens in about 192h. 
Henry and Sixten removed the car body froma model T ford. They 
lowered the steering wheel, built another body éf Vee Joint 
lumber resembling a race car. One day when Henry drove into the 
yard, he drove right into a new hay stack that the men were still 
uilding. Henry and the upset car were completely covered with 
loose hay. Luckily no fire resulted. 


About 1927 Harry was chased off to Duck Creek School. "Could 
sometimes better be called Battle Creek’. I wonder if some annual 
meeting minutes are still in the Unit Office. Ke had a pony called 
Queen.” This pony was later sold to George and Garnet Setterlund of 
Wadena. 


About 1927-28 the Distad family arrived from Southern Sask. T- 
hey settled on SE 9-36-12. Along with the Distads came their daugh- 
ter Ines, her husband Severt and their daughter Evelyn, "The Sundes} 
also Hrs Distad's brother Oliver. Evelyn attended Duck Creek school, 
{ater she attended Rotnum. Lindens and Distads spent Christmas and 
other festive days together. lérs. Distad made Norwegian lefsa. 
Distad's other daughter Mable and her fanily the "Whipples" would 
sometimes come up from Spokane. Their son Stuart also attended Duck 
Creek school. Stuart also had ayounger sister. 


Distads farmed here until Mr, Distad passed away in the winter 
of 1937. He was predeceased earlier by his orother Oliver. A few 
years later Mrs. Distad married A.F. "Anderson" store keeper from 
Hendon and later they moved to B.C. 


Lindens had 2 nephews came out from Sweden, Leif Eliason coming 
out in about 1927 and John Eliason in about 1028. After learning the 
English language they worked out mostly as carpenters, sometimes 
coming back to Lindens for a time in the winter when jobs stut down. 
They were good woodsmen and put up a lot of fire wood for Lindens. 
Leif passed away in Ontario about 1957, at about 50 years, John lives 
at Kamsack, he is an excellent carpenter and cabinet builder. 


In the winter months of the 1930's men worked on farms for $5 a 
month, many evening's were spent playing cards. There were dances 
in Meadow Bank every 2 weeks. The pay for the Orchestra was about 
$8 Admission, Gents-30 cents, Ladies--free, but please bring lunch. 
A gallon of Concord wine about $2.25. 
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One day young Harry was treetd by a mad bull. He stayed uy 
there, the bull at the bottom bellowing, bunting and pawing until 
Glen fleade came on horseback and using a bullwhip drove the animal 
way. "ext day, the bull went to market. 


Harry finished school at Duck Creek in June of 1935, he stayed 
out for one year, then quit Wadena high schoold in June, 1937. That 
was a happy day. 


He stayed at Scott Branscombes. They were real nice people. 
He will never forget their many acts of kindness. 


Tom Parish worked at Lindens for many falls until he got 
snatched up by a wiSey, One day while threshing flax at A.F. Andersons 
farm, he accidently pitched his sheepskin lined coat into the 
feeder. Tom never wore that coat again. Sone other local boys who 
worked on the outfit were Joe Ladubec, Ted Avery, Clarence 3eckstrand, 
Ton Ross, Dan Bjerke and Ernie Leenart, 


y Jan. 1949, age 6¢, Mrs. Linden passed 
awa: 


Harry married Phyllis Lockie, 1942. In 1971 they built on 
SY 22-36-12 and lived happily ever after. 


Mr. and "rs Edgar Lindsey 
Subnitted by ¢ 


Grade & 
to have to write governmental exans. 
to adena to write our exans. 


were farmers at Meadowbank and were for 
They cane fron a homestead North of Gravelbourg, Sask. 
here ‘roa North Dakota in 1911. “ly mother's family 
father and ‘other were of Scotish, English and 


I went to vany dances in the ‘eadowoank Hall and had wonderful 
2g there,"many, many wonderful nenories there’. Phyllis Parish 
I went togethér to 0.G.I.?. and Sva flarrison was our leader. 
ad many food tines there, we also used to fo to church on 
days in the “leadownank Vai1. 
We only lived about 2 years at leadowbank,and then we lived 
briefly at fut Mountain, then bought a farm at Lintlaw and from 
there left for in 1935. 





THE FORMATION OF DUCK CREEK SCHOOL 


There were quite a number of children in the area east of 
Meadow Bank Hall and parents were beginning to see the need for 
a school in which to educate their children. So it was that 
the Jonas Monson's who had a large family and the Dan Morrisons 
became involed in organizing a school district in 1907. 


Mr. Figlen was one of the first board members and Jack 
Gowan the first secretary of the new school district. 


It was to be located in the Rural Municipality #336. 
The proposed site for the new school was the NW b= 1h - 36 --12. 
They chose this parcel of land even if it was in a sort of no 
man’s land because it would be central for the children concerned. 
Mr. Monson donated the land, feeling that because he had the 
most children, it would definetly be to his advantage. 


They were given permission to build a structure 20 x 28 ft. 
with four windows on the 28 ft. side and the door on the 20 ft. 
side, with a window on each side of it. 


The men of the neighborhood ‘all pitched in to help build 
the school with Dan Morrison and Olaf Linden, and Elmer Ahl 
as supervising carpenter we believe. 


The school was ready for occupancy on July 4th of 1909 
with 11 children as beginners. 


The name chosen for the new school was very original. 
A creek ran through the property and in the summer was always 
filled with ducks, hence the name DUCK CREEK . 





Duck Cink “2002 


Miss Ligsie Lawrence was the first teacher on record in 
the registers from Duck Creek School. She taught in the year 
1909 and had eleven pupils. Miss Lawrence had come out from 
Toronto College and boarded at Will Harrison's. As she had 
to walk to school, Mr. Harrison built a bridge of poplar 
poles for her to cross the creeks. 


ss Armstrong came out from Toronto College to teach 
at the Duck Creek School in 1910, She boarded at the Jack 
Gowan's. 


Charles W. Robb taught at Duck Creek in 1911. 


In 1912, Martha Branscombe, wife of Scott Branscombe, 
came to teach at Duck Creek. Salaries were not high, but 
it seemed like a small fortune as compared to the salary 
she had received in New Brunswick. She found her pupils 
dear and interesting people but her daughter was not able 
to recall names except for that of the Munsons. She presum- 
es that her mother left teaching there in that year because 
of being pregnant with her first child but later returned 
to teach there when teachers were in short supply in 1915. 


In 1913, Maurice Sanger came to teach at Duck Creek. 
He was bilingual, speaking French fluentiy. He coarded 
at the Harrison's. The story is told about the bridge 
over the cre@ks being undermined by a few of the prank-- 
sters in the school and one morning the supports gave way, 
dumping Mr. Sanger in the creek! He was in Regina at the 
time of the big cyclone in 1912, but he confessed he had 
slept right through the storm and when asked what he knew 
of the storm, he replied he thought it was only a heavy 
dew overnight. 


Violet_G; came to teach Duck Creek taking over 
from Maurice Sanger in October of 1913. 


Jean Agar taught at Duck Creek in 1914. 
sae 


W. H. Jones taught Duck Creek in 1915. He is remembered 
as ar e1dérly man with experience. Esther Branscombe cane 
to complete this tern. 
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Goldie Ray Freeman came to teach at Duck Creek in 1916. 
He boarded with Mr. and Mrs Harrison and drove to school, 
taking the Harrisons daughter, Eva with him as she was ready 
to start school. 


Esther Scott came to teach at Duck Creek in 1917. She 
boarded ae Harrison's. in later years she married Pat 
Hendren and they presently reside in the Kelvington district. 


Gertrude Gowan, wife of Jack Gowan taught at her home 


school, Duck Creek part of the year 1918. 


In the latter part of 1918, Jeanne Blanc came to teach 
Duck Greek. She boarded at the Harrison home. 


Eleanor McLean was a sister of Mrs. Massey, wife of 
Inspector Massey. She taught Duck Creek from 1919-1920 
and boarded at the John Dchmidt home and went to school 
driving Albert Iancely's horse and Smiths top buggy. 
Later she boarded at the Harrison kome. 


Mrs, Hagel MoQuarrie had been teaching school at, 


Kelvington and came to teach school at Duck Creek in 1921. 
She was the wife of Andy McQuarrie whose home place is now 
farmed by Mitch Gavron. She drove daily from their farm 
home just a mile south of the town of Kelvington to Duck 
Creek and if weather was bad she stayed at the Fred Jones 
home. 


Following Hazel McQuarries period of teaching, Gearge 
Philbin, a French Canadian gentleman came from Quebec. fi 
had friends west of Wadena by the name of Maclinns. He 
had taught part of the year in Duck Creek in 1921 and then 
again in 1923-4. 


Elizabeth Cameron, a Wadena girl, whose father was a 
graii buyer in Wadena, came to teach at Duck Creek in 1922. 
She later passed away’at an early age following surgery. 


ercy Heffern was the son of Mr. and Mrs John A. Heffern. 
of Kelgisttone They operates a general store and the post 
office and also hauled mail from Wadena to Perigord in 
those years. 


Doris Prouse recalls her stepfather, Ed Harmon being 
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hired by the Hefferns, one year to haul the mail over this 
route. 


Percy, one of a family of eight children, attended Nor- 
mal School’and taught at both Rotnum and Duck Creek. He 
taught Duck Creek in 1926 when Mr. Jones, gave up his oil 
business and left Kelvington, Perry took over, later going 
to Procupine where he dperated a store for a time. 


He married Florence Duplesse of Perigord. Perry had b- 
een a very valued employee of AIR CANADA in Toronto and 
had reached retirement with them, when he passed away. Mrs. 
Heffern still lives on in Toronto. 


S.J. McLellan came to teach Duck Creek in 1926-1927 
for part of the term. She boarded at Fegolin's then later 
at Elif Lindents. 


Mrs Edith Palm came to teach taking over duties from 
Mr. McLeTIan. “She Was the wife of August Palm. They had two 
sons, Roland and Kenneth. After teaching school at Duck 
Greek in 1927 she moved to Wolverton to teach. There was 
now a teacherage at Duck Creek so the family was able to live 
there. 


W. F. MacKennie taught at Duck Creek-in 1928-29 for 
part of the term. Nena Donald(Bien) remembers hin as an 
elderly man who was her first teacher. 


Mona McKay, whose father was an early settler and ranc- 
her in the Kelvington District came to teach in Duck Creek. 
from 1929 until May of 1934. She lived in the teacherage 
in Pete McInnis yard. When she left Duck Creek she went to 
Foam Lake for a month of teaching. She later married 
Paul Gillis and went to Flin Flon where she still lives. 


Eva M. Harrison, a local girl replaced Mona McKay for 
the month of June in'1934. She had taught at various schoo- 
1s until she married Charles Irving in Aug. 193). 


Martin Bordsen was a married middle aged man who came 
from Hazel Dell to teach in Duck Creek from 1934 to 1936. 
They lived in the teacherage and always drove their horse 
Daisy hitched toi the buggy. Later they retired in B. C. 
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Amy Eskelson, came fron Paswegan where her parents farmed. 
ghe tausht Duck Greek School from 1936 to 1939. She boarded with 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Irving, her parents with brother Bud would 
come to take her home for weekends. She married Franklin Brown 
a farmer from Norquay. They are now retired and live in Leth- 
bridge, but spend their winters in Arizona. 


Don Leitch, of Clair Sask. came to complete the 1939--40 
term, taking over from Amy Eskelson who was leaving Duck Creek. 
He stayed on until June of 1941 , for more information see 
write up in the Rotnun story. 


Submitted by Joyce Robinson (Maynes). 1941 = 1943. 


I can truthfully say that although I left Duck Creek many 
years ago, Duck Creek simply refuses to leave me. Several times 

@ year f have vivid dreams in which I am returning there to teach. 
Inevitably the dream progresses through the stages where I declare 
that this time I will have a telephone; this time I will have a car; 
a refrigerator; a television, and so on to modern day school equip- 
ment. At this point, moving sounds like too much effort, so I wake 
up and decide to stay with my position in Burnaby. 


Country school houses were cold, austere places, but my memories 
of the people of Meadow Bank district are very warm and alive. They 
opened their hearts and their homes to me and as I look back, were 
infinitely patient with me, a novice teacher. 


Looking back, I am apalled at how little I knew about teaching 
when T started out and I can only speculate as to whether Lloyd 
McInnes, Alan Irving and Glen Lowndes (my beginners) learned to 
read because of my help or in spite of it. I find difficultly to 
imagine how I ever taught without the books, materials and mechan- 
Teal aids we have today. To duplicate material was a real project 
in those days of hectographs made of gelatin cookie pans. One’ sheet 
of paper at a time; pressed on and pulled off, with possibly one out 
of three ripping in the process. So little was available by way of 
visual aids and reference books. 


Tt was wartine and many great things ware done in the name of 


the Red Cross. At Duck Creek we answered our country's call by doing 
"woodwork", We cut, sanded and painted many "art" objects which the 
parents dutifully bought. We organized our own entertainment. A lot 
bf fun was generated by a Red Cross turkey raffle at a Meadow Bank 
dance. We had jokingly agreed that if anyone in the play cast, won 
the raffled turkey ~ we would have a turkey dinner at my teacherage. 
Ken Leitch won it and so we did follow through. Although the build- 
ing was twelve by sixteen feet at the largest, sixteen of us gather- 
ed in that little place. Every square inch was occupied except for 
the stove. People brought not only food, but eating utensils as I 
wasn't equipped for grand scale entertaining. 


The above mentioned play was quite an accomplishment, for a 
three act play we had to use all available "talent? I must say we 
made a pretty good negro out of Harry Linden except that nobody 
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should ever expect a Swede to be able to say "foolin" with a southern 
accent. We took that play to both Nut Mountain and Hendon with teams, 
cutters and sleighs. I now realize that a lot of our communication had 
to be done through "Pupil Post! Many were the notes that Wilma Donald 
and I sent back and forth with Jean and Stuart. 


Ghristnas concerts were not only social highlights of the year, 
but were certainly a training ground in responsibility, organisation, 
cooperation and public performance. Time lost to the three R's was 
probably quite justified in terms of life skills which were gained 
and the "big kids" (Shirley and Frances Wright, Jean Donald and 
Ronald McInnes) could tell me just how things were done- and on 
which day our scenery and props moved, over to Meadow Bank Hall for 
dress rehearsal, It was like hitting Broadway. I am amazed now that 
all children participated without question. What was expected of 
them, they did. Although they probably suffered considerably from 
shyness or stage fright. 


The same was true of a ball team - all were needed, so all who 
were big enough played. I don't recall Duck Creek setting any records 
at so: 2 


The coldest weather I ever experienced occurred while I was at 
Duck Creek. When the temperature dropped to -54P, Charlie Irving 
arrived at the school to officially close it down. He packed up my 
freegables and me and took me home where I spent the better part of 
a week. T recall helping Eva to piece a quilt on her hand turned 
sewing machine, a novelty even then. 


Coming back to the teacherage after being away for the weekend 
was always an experience. In sunmertime, it was simply a case of 
checking it out to see that nobody else had decided to occupy it in 
the absence but in winter it was a case of lighting the wood fire, 
keeping a coat on until the room warmed and pulling the bed apart to 
warn it in front of the oven door so that it would get the worst of 
the chill out of it. 


Most weekends I managed to get "home" to Kelvington, but as 
gas rationing was on, it was a case of catching rides. A couple of 
times a year Wilma and I had well- organized weekends wherein she 
would bring her mother's sewing machine to my place and we would 
sew the season's wardrobe. The first of these was when we sewed her 
bridesmaid dress for Joyce McInnests wedding and planned a shower 
for her. 


I now wonder how I could ever have stayed alone for two years 
so far from the nearest neighbours and with no means of communica- 
tion or transportation, but time went quickly then. My battery 
radio (purchased second hand for $10. with my first pay cheque) was 
great company, and I spent a lot of time writing letters to family 
and friends in the service. Fred Patrick's mailing service picked up 
at the Donald's mailbox. 


It didn't worry me much when the coyotes howled, but I worried 
a little about running into transient skunks, but I was terrorized 
by the mice that were competing with me for occupancy of that house. 
I had to buy a mousetrap to deal with the mice, and I kept track of 
my successes. I caught 54 mice with that one trap! I have since 
told the story many tines of how I caught 54 mice with one trap. Tt 
always seems to illicit the same question----"all at the same time". 
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I also had a great concern about fire with my gas lamp and tin 
stove pipes. Being 0 far fron possible assistance, I always kept a 
coat within reach of door or window. Any frights I’had were fleeting, 
a wagon load of Indians whooping and hollering through an electric 
Strom in the middle of the night, a lone Indian who came into the 
yard but never did knock on the door, and the time I was awakened by 
& horse snorting right outside the open window at the head pf my bed. 
Twas relieved to see that it was just a stray that-was mowing the 
school yard grass. There is just_no way that I would like to live 

in those circumstances now, but I was young and very naive! 


I always hope that my first pupils learned something from me, 
as I learned some valuable lessons from them. 


Great events were far between at Duck Creek. I recall an air- 
plane flying over, brought about my first lesson on the value of 
Sarcasm in the classroom. So rarely did an airplane fly over, that 

T permitted the children to look out the window for a minute. After 
the others had resumed work, Alan Irving (a new grade I) was still 
craning his neck, so I said’"Alan, have you never seen an airplane?) 
He answered "sure, but I haven't Seen this one yet!", and he continu- 
ed to look. I now know that children do not understand sarcasm, 
thanks to Alan. 


My very first week of school yielded a lesson I've never for- 
gotten. I rounded a corner of the School just in time to hear a 
string of invective containing a real concentration of four-lett- 
er words. Horrified, I asked, “What did you say?" He squimed and 
plushed and finally said"I just called him a dirty little-----" 
Tt was a beadtifully modified version of what he had meant in the 
first place. I knew the moment, it was out of my mouth (What did 
you say?), that I didn’t want a repetition, he knew it too.- a 
lovely comeback for six year old. 


Many memories of those days seem like yesterday until I an 
jolted by the realities. The watch I wear to school daily was 
purchased from Howard Darbyshire in 1942 with my Duck Creek 
pay cheque! 


Last Sept. had a very special moment for me. Peggy and David 
Rusnell arrived at our house with their new little son, and T 
greeted a fourth generation menber of the Sandy Donald family. How 
could we have guessed so many years ago, that the chain of 
friendship would stretch over all those years! 


Betty Aylwood, came to teach Duck Creek, ner first teaching 
position tn 1513, Staying on until June of 1946, She recalls trav- 
élling by train to reach her school, a ride that confused her in 
directions so badly that it left her for two years with the sun 
rising in the north and setting in the south. She boarded at Charles 
Irving's and she now is Mrs. Roy Atkinson. of Saskatoon. 
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Frances Guest, daughter of Ina and the 1éte John Guést’ of 
Waasha epee aT: ‘Spent a full year teaching Duck Creek in 1945-46. She 
boarded at McInnests and also‘at Avery's. 

Frances is married to Mr. Ernest’ Hage, they live at Archerwill. 


Marjorie Allen, she was torn in 1903‘at Glenbtoro, Man. to 
br. and thes, He -Wha ‘ley. She married Hermati Allen at Bateman, Sask. 
In Dec. 1926. She taught the 1946-47 term at Duck Creek. 


Miss Nora Churchill, came-to Kélvington from Invermay and 
taught Duck Creek School’ in 1947-48. Upon leaving teaching she 


became involved with work in the Pentecostal Church. 


Mr. Angus McDonald, was a married man with much experience 
and damé-to teach Duck Greek in 1946-49, the last term the school 
was in operation. 


Massey 


Norman Massey was school inspector in the area from 1918-1930. 
He served an area of some 50 miles, so his home was centrally 
located in the town of Wadena and the family home was the large 
house on the lot cornering 2nd street which in later years was 
the home and office of Dr. Fred Jones. His inspection area 
included both the Rotnum and Duck Creek Schools. 


Mr. Massey was a very friendly but quiet person and a dedicated 
church worker, being a member of the United Church. 


He had a family of six children so made good use of his large 
tennis court(located on the present site of the Del Narfason home) 
and the Massey home was always "open house". 


In the early years he travelled by horse and buggy on his tours 
of inspection, opening and closing numerous gates, as the prairie 
trails of those days, usually wound across country and livestock 
had to be kept inside the fence. As roads improved, he was able to 
travel by MODEL 'Tt car. 












ee se 
Miss. Mona McKay 


Miss, Amy Eskelson 





Miss, Betty Alwood Miss. Frances Guest Mr. Don Leitch 








Suse oe 


Back row; Ronald McGinnis, 
ilma Donald, teacher Miss, 
Rosella Avery, Center row; 


Teddy Avery, 


Jamey Wright, 





Glass of '26 when Mr. Henry Lowen was the 
teacher, Back row;#leonor Fuller, Phyllis 
Gowan, Caroline Koch, Van Gowan, Ern 
Fuller, Percy Gowan. Front row; Rena 
Donald, Edith Koch, Connie Jones, Ken 
Jonald, Brnest Koch, Otto Koch, Sam Lancl 
Albert ‘Lancley. 





Amy Eskelson, 
Frances ‘right, 


Jean Donald, Shirley Wright, Dennis Prybi~ 
iski. Front row; Gerald Schmidt, Ruby Avery, 
Tommy Moore, Amos Avery, 
Verna McGinnis, 





Last day of school Dec.19,2919. 
Back row; Orion Gowan, Lizzie 
Hope, Phyllis Gowan, Olive Gowan, 
Ruth Harrison, Eva Harrison, Front 
row; Gordon Hope, Sexten Linden, 
Cecil Hope, Albert Lancley. 





















1920 back row; Orion Gowan, 
Caroline Koch, 2nd row; Olive 
Gowan, May Fuller, Ruth Harr 
ison, Katherine Messenger. 
Front row; Margret Gowan, 
Eleanor Fuller, Phyllis Gowan. 


eYs 





1919 back row; Rose Ahl, Sixten Linden 
Orion Gowan, Front row; Ruth Harrison, 
Eva Harrison, Albert Lancl 


Duck Creek pupils of "42 or '43. 
Back row; Ronald McGinnis, Frances 
Wright, Shirley Wright, Jean 
Donald. Center row; Amos Avery, 
Verna McGinnis, Ruby Avery, Dennis 
Prybilski, Front row; Lloyd 
McGinnis, Jimmy Wright, Stewart 
Donald, Glifford McGinnis, Glen 
Lowndes, 


Back row; Frances Wright, Shirley 
Wright, Ruby Avery, Verna Smith, 
Verna McGinnis. In front of Vera 
Smith is Miss. Betty Aylwood teacher. 
Center row; Clifford McGinnis, 
Stewart Donald, Amos Avery. Front 
row; Allan Irving, Lloyd McGinnis, 
Jimy McGinnis, Glen Lowndes. 


Fun and games were 
for all ages in all 
small country schools 
at any time, Those 
pictures were taken 
at a Rotnum School 
Picnic, who do you 
recognize? 
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Back row; Ethel Bergland, Ellen Hanson, 
Clifford Rotnum, art Hanson. 


Rotnum Sckool 
No. 4347 
Sec, 18-36-12 


Front row; Leslie Garricon, Leonard 
Harrison, Selma Soderquist, Roy Rotnum, 
Dorothy Evans, Gwen Evans, Ruth Harrison, 
Linnea Hanson, Magna Carlson, Cliff Rotnum, 
Hans Hanson, Johnnie Evans. 


Back row; Charlie Spencer, Alf Twiedt, 
Mary Evans,Myrtle Torgeson, Linnea 
Hanson, Gwen Evans, Martin Ostlie. 
Middle row; ......., Mable Scranstad, 
Mable Garrison, Leslie Garrison. Next 
row; Leonard Harrison, Roy Rotnum, Mac 
Scranstad, Sylvia Harrison, Dorothy 
Evans, Lillian Torgerson,......., Edith 
Hanson, Alma Scramstad. Sitting, John 
Hanson, Bennie Twiedt, Melvin Twiedt, 
Sonny Evans. 


Rotnum pyramids were fun when Charlie 
Bthel Berglund Spencer was the teacher and for many 
Ruth Harrison years after 
Ellen Hanson 





127, back rows Alfred Tweidt, 
Bthel Bergland, Tinea Hanson, 
2nd row; Roy Rotnum, Gwen Evans, 
Mable Scramstad, Olga Scramstad, 
Martin Ostlie. 3rd row; Leslie 
Garrison, Edth Hanson, Alma 
Scramstad, Dorothy Evans, Mable 
Garrison, Lillian Torgerson, 


Silvia Harrison. Standing in front; 


1935 back row; Edith Hanson, Silvia 
Haxrtson,. +» 2nd row; Sam 
Tweidt, John Hanson, Glen Ostlie, 
Alma Scranstad, Ethel Schau. 3rd 
row; Orville Kiland, Martha Nelson, 
Alida Malhum, Elsie Mack, Elsie Schau, 
Margret Evenson, Agnes Kiland. &th roy 
Keith Harrison, Norman Schau, Violet 
Christianson, Ester Schau. Bottom roy 
Don Tweidt, Eric Mack, Verner Nelson, 
Beatrice Schau, Frances Torgerson, 
Luzella Malhum, 


Mac Scramstad & Leonard Harrison. 
Sitting; Sammy Evans, John Hanson, 


Class of '42, back row; Lillian McCowan, 
Don Tweidt, Olive Austring, Bileen Evenson, 
2nd row; Jessie Winarski, Joyce Allen, 
June Austring, Raymond Austring, Evangeline 
Malhun, 3rd row; Gordon Mack, Earl Leepart, 
George Schau, Walter Schau, Jewel Austring, 
Noreen Mack, Norman Evenson. Seated; 
Birdie itickstrom, Jean Evenson, Sigtrid 
Mack, Carlene Peters, Ray Schau, Lloyd 
Schau, Eileen Leepart, Marion Allen. 


Rotnum 1931, back Lillian 
Torgerson, Silvia Harrison, 
Evelyn Sunde, Margret Peter- 
son, Gladia Amos. 2nd row; 
Hans Peterson, Melvin Tweidt, 
Roy Rotnum, Bennie Tweidt, 
John Hanson, Sam Twoidt. 3rd 
row; Lavine Amos, Ethel Schau, 
Edith Hanson, Alma Scramstad, 
Glen Ostlie. 4th row; Elsie 
Schau, Martha Nelson, Esther 
Schau, Frances Torgerson. 





1948 class, back row; Noreen Mack, Joan 
Wickstrom, June Austring, Eileen Leepart, 
Louise Mack,Jean Evenson, Barl Leepart, 
Marion Allen,Leo Malhum, Norman Svenson, 
Peek-a-boo, Sigfrid Mack, Wayne Scram- 
stad, Elmer Austring, Front; Bernice 
Mack, Faye Leepart, Carol Scamstad, Ida 
Messenger, Margret Malhum, Irene Schau, 
Helen Schau, Edith Leitch, Shirley Aust 
ring. 


Val@ntine party 1954, back row, Philip 
Gutek, Bernice Mack, Faye Leepart ,Diane 
Schau, Albert Leitch, Nola Leepart, Dianne 
Leitch, Marcella Scramsted,second row, 
Harold Gutek, Raymond Gutek, Allan Leitch 
Marie Twiedt, Arlene Schau, Marlene Mess~ 
enger. Third’row, Donna Twiedt, Wendy» 
Ostlie, Brian anderson, Gerald Ostlie, 
Darold'Leepart. Forth row, preschool, 
Calvin Twiedt, Lowell Twiedt, Bev Leitch, 
Curtis Anderson, Bradley Scramsted, 
sitting, Robert Ladubec, Harold Messenger, 
Ronnie Gutek, Raymond Leitch. 


Grade 1 thru 4, 1952, back} Harold Mess~ 
enger, Nola Leepart, Diane Schau, Gerald 
Leitch, Albert Leitch, Milo Malhum, Dianne 
Leitch, Center; Robert Ladubec, Marcella 
Seramstad, Ronnie Gutek, Raymond Leitch, 
Ellery Leepart, Leslie Mae Scransad, 

_. Front; Raymond’ Gutek, Marie Twiedt, 

a Arlene Schau, Marlene Messenger. 


Grade 5 and up, 1952, back; Murial Ladubec, 
Shirley Austring, Margret Malhum, Carol 
Scramstad, Elmer Austring, Edith Leitch, 
Wayne Scamstad, Joan Wickstrom, Front} 
Philip Gutek, Faye Leepart, Helen Schau, 
Irene Schau, 
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HOW DID WE GO TO SCHOOL ? 


On skis, Don Tweidt, Verner 
Nelson & Norman austring. 


The horses were used in 
Various ways. Can you name 
the students and the horses? 


- = os ot 
If Verner Nelson's arms got 


tired he would find help. 


Track and Foild Day at 
Meadow Bank 1953, 

Wayne Scramstad, Philip 
Gutek, Milo Mahium, Nola 
Leepart, Ellen Hagan, Faye 
Leepart. 


Gladia Amos, Mrs. Amos & 
Lavine Anos with their dog 
pulling the toboggan, 





Miss, Jean Ingram Miss. Mary Cherry 


Back row; teacher Mr. Percy Heffren, art 
Hanson, Johnnie Evans, second row; unknown 
Mabel Tweidt, Magna Carson, Mary Bvans, 
Gwen Evans, Alf Tweidt, unknown third row; 
Ruth Harrison, Sylvia Harrison, Dorothy 
Evans, Mabel Garrison, first row; Sammy 
Evans, Roy Rotaum, Lealie Garrison, Leonard 
Harrison, front row; Hdith and John Hanson, 
Gifford Rotnum standing by window, 


Charlie Spencer 


D>, 


Miss, Ethel Dalshaug 
Miss, Uneeta Bryant 
Miss, Mabel Lindstrom 





Miss. Mary Kinzel 


Miss, Ann Nickelson 


| % 


Mr. Wilfred Hareowt 


‘ ae aa Mr. Lloyd Nelson 
Mr, Frank MeGrenera eae ae 
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Ketrum #YU3 U7 


Rotnum school opened its doors for the first time in the 
fall of 1922 with Miss Sommerfeld,B.A. of Saskatoon serving as 
teacher for two months. nm later years she married a lumber 
yard operator from Kelvington. 


In that same year, Jean Ingram of Quill Lake took over from 
Miss Sommerfeld and compteted thet ed the term. Later she became the 
wife of Mr. Riley, whom she met when he was principal of Wadena 
school. 


They had one son and by then were both teaching near Quill 
Lake. One Friday evening Mr. Riley went to pick up his wife and 
small son after the days work and at a railroad crossing near 
Quill Lake, their car was struck by an oncoming train, taking the 
lives of the entire family. 


Jean had a brother Bryce who still resides in Quill Lake. 


Bob Cameron of Wadena and a brother of Elizabeth Cameron, 
who taught at Duck Creek, came to open the school in the spring 
of 1923. He had not had’any teachers training but taught under 
a permit granted him by Inspector Massey. 


In the summer of 1923 after Mr. Cameron left Rotnum Miss Cherry 
of Davis, Saskatchewan came to complete the tern. 


Miss Elsie Brice came to teach at Rotnun in March of 1924 at 
the age of 17 years. Her parents farmed just on the southern out- 
skirts of Wadena. She boarded at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Hanson who lived on the SE % 13-36-13 about % of a mile from the 
school. Her pupils ranged in age from 5 to 17 years and grades 
were from 1 to Vill. 


Her sister, Betty remembers vividly the cold, cold winter and 
that she came out to help Elsie prepare for her first Christmas 
concert at Rotnun. This was to be a day of practising, but Mr. 
Hanson found after driving them both to the school by team and 
sleigh that the school house was so cold, it was impossible to have 
the children change into their costumes for practise, so he ended 
up taking all the school children and the teacher back to his house 
for their practise. 


Betty also remembers her father then coming to take them both 
back to Wadena for the Christmas holidays, a drive of some 14 or 15 
miles by team, but luxury of luxuries, he was driving the team on 
a closed in sied which in later years’ became the fashionable mode of 
winter travel. 


Sad to say, Elsie passed away November 1st, 1930, following 
surgery. 
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In February of 1925 Percy Heffern took over as teacher, 
coming from Kelvington where his parents were in business. Percy 
also taught at Duck Creek school. 


In 1926 Henry Lowen from Rhein came to teach at Rotnum.He and 
Percy Heffern were great buddies and part of the time they lived 
together in Duck Creek teacherage each going to his respective 
school daily, the remainder of the time each boarded at the Jay 
Garrison home. It is presumed they did not always walk to their 
school, as they owned a bicycle each. 


Gladys Burnett taught at Rotnum School from the 1927-28 tern, 
having taught at Alsask the previous year. Her hone had been at 
Quill Lake where she received her education. 


After leaving Normal School she had been the first teacher 
at Kingscourt school, north of Quill Lake, returning there to teach 
a second term later in her career. 


She boarded at the Garrison home and recalls well the horse, 
Roany" the family used to drive hitched to a buggy, their only 
means of transportation. She and Mrs. Garrison, she recalls, 
took off with old Roany and the buggy on,a shopping trip, bound 
for Hendon, one Saturday in late fall. Their mission was to pur- 
chase goodies for the coming Halloween party at the school. 


Gladys was a slender, dark, attractive looking lady and I 
(Mabel Garrison) remember thinking I'd love to look as fetching 

as she did when she donned a beautiful long sleeved red sik blouse, 
with rows of gathering at the cuffs & neck. Memories are beauti- 
full 


So it 4s no surprise that eventually this lovely lady changed 
her name to Gladys Moore. 


In 1938 she yent to Meadow Lake to teach for six months in the 
Matchee district. Forty two years later she is still there living 
in a Senior Citizens home and enjoying her retirement. 


In February 1928, a young chap from Prince Albert by the 
nang of Charlie Spencér, cane to take over the teaching duties 
at Rotmin. 


Pleasant Thoughts of Rotnum - Chas. Spencer, Surrey,B.C. 


In early February 1928, I received a phone call from Jesse 
Mahlum that my application for the position of teacher in Rotnum 
school had been accepted. Since my home was in Prince Albert 
he also told me that I should come to Hendon on an afternoon 
train from Tisdale, I would be met at the station and taken to 
my boarding place.dn Saturday afternoon we rattled into Hendon 
and the elements gave me a rough welcome. There was a ‘bliazard 
raging full blast and snow, inspite of shovelling was quite 
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deep when I stepped off the train, known for milés as’the 
Creeper; was quite deep. T felt {ike getting back on!” I 
didn't have a chance. A man-walked up and said, "Are-you the 
teacher for Rotnum?" I said, "Yés." "Well", he said, "I've 
come to take you to your voarding plate." You'khow that short 
conversation began a friendship that coritanued, unbroken for 
the rest of his life. The man, was, none other than, Jay 
jarrison. 


We had a sandwich and coffee and then away into the blissard. 
Both of us were warmly dressed and we never ceased talking. 
He pointed places nearby and told te who lived there and whether 
or not they had children in school. You know it was really 
helpful to a young teacher. Late in the afternoon we arrived 
at Harrison's; where I boarded until the school closed in July, 
except for a month at Josef Hanson's because of illness at 
Harrisons. 


‘Wher I arrived at ‘school Monday morning there was a roaring 
fire, the school-was warm atid a number of students present. They 
were very polite, friendly and respectful. Another warm welcome. 
A few days later the board members came to the school to: sign the 
agreement -- Mrs. N. Scramstad and Axel Carlson. About 3 o¥clock 
I noticed a lady walk “into the yard and come up to the school. 
She came into the éloak room, which was not very warm, so I went 
and invited her in, She was apologetic for being early to the 
meeting but I prevailed oi her to sit in the school while we 
continued work. At the end‘of the day I had her sign the visitors 
sheet in the register. Mrs. N. Scramstad was the first visitor 
I ever had in any classroom, How I wish that register could be 
found! That was the beginning of a long, lasting and valued 
friendship. 


Like all schools of that time everyone took part in outdoor 
games. In winter it was soccer would be forgotten and other games 
were played or other things tried. Many liked tumbling exercises 
and pyramid building. In spring as soon as the ground was dry 
baseball todk over, Teams were chosen, usually for a day, with 
everyone, except the very small ones taking part. Of course home 
and hone’ ganes were arranged with Orpington and Victora Park. 
Each person was responsible for his or her own transportation, 
usually it was co-operation that got. one there. Yourwent wich 
some one else and next time you supplied the means of travel; 
if you couldn't you went anyway, you were needed. 


Discipline. Lets shelve it, Students knew the rules’and just 
didn't seem to need scoldings, detentions and strappings. 


Examinations in grade eight were departmental papers. Candidates 
wrote at one examination centre established by the department, 
usually Kelvington or Wadena. I recall awaiting the results.’ In 
1928 they were not goodtonly one out of three candidates were 
successful" but in 1929 and 1930 the results were gratifying -- 6 
candidates wrote and passed(one with honours) in 1929 and in the 
following year three out of four candidates were successful. 
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We had a district picnic in July. There was always a good 
turn out. Not all the men were able to attend but every family 
was well represented. I have a picture taken at the 1928 picnic 
‘but I missed the 1929 picnic as I had been called into a cadet 
camp at Ft. Qu’Appelle and left the day of the picnic. 


Christmas concerts - why spend a lot of time on the topic? 
Everyone, students parents and teachers enjoyed every minute of 
it, including the sometimes tiring practices but when it was all 
over you began to think of the next one. 


During my stay at Rotnum I made many lasting friendships. 
You couldn't avoid it unless you were inclinéd to be a hermit. 
A student would come in and say, "You are to come home with us 
after school and supper with us." Those are the kind of things 
that makes one look back with pleasure to the time you spent in 
the district. 


When I first came to Rotnum in 1928 I knew I had to return 
to Normal School for further training. The board knew it also 
and one day in June I was asked to meet the board. What for? 

I wondered. They asked me to return to the district as soon as 
my course was completed. What a relief! I could forget writing 
applications and return to a district, I really liked. I remained 
there until July 1930 when I left for a larger school. 


It has been a pleasure for me to look back fondly to Rotnum. 


Truly I had an experience quite different from that experienced 
elsewhere but then the same is true of other situations. 


HUMOUR 


One morning two new students arrived -- grade one. I registered 
the girl, then the boy and was surprised both birthdays March 11, 10921, 
"Your birthdays are the same" I said. "Oh yes," said the wee lady 
‘“Wetre twins, Mr. Spencer." 


There was a boy who came to school who didn't know any swear 
words. There was another who knew them all and he found that the 
first boy was an apt and willing student, who let out several 
resounding with his mother within earshot. She was quick to 
reprimand him and said, "If I hear anything like that again I*11 
tell Dad. He tried to beg off and said, "Don't! If you tell Dad 
Twill catch Hell." 


At the annual picnic in the married ladiest race I recall 
this one lady well out in front. Suddenly she came to a dead 
stop and walked off the track. Long after I found out why. She 
told a friend's wife she stopped because of her fear of tripping 
over her stocking. She had broken a gartert 


Baseballs didn't last long. So some inventive soul said 
lets wrap it with friction tape. That's tough. We did and the 
boys got ready for grounders and I did the batting. That thing 
was heavy. It took an ugly hop after I had slammed it at my 
admiring student. It caught him in the knee and he went down as 
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though he were pole--axed. What grunting and groaning! After a 
few minutes he dragged! himself to his feet and said, not very 
audible, but good enough, "Let me get hold of that black ---". 


In Sent. of 1928 Charlie Spencer went to finish his course 
at Normal School , so Enid Campbell of Winmer came to fill in until 
the end of December of that year. She too boarded with the Harrison 
fanily and remembers well their well built home of logs -- also 
their daughter, Sylvia, sho was still attending school. 


Ineeta Bryant 1930-31 


ss Unetta Bryant cane to the Rotnun district to teach in 
1930-31. It was her first school and she had been born and raised 
in Moose Jaw and took her Normal School there. At that time there 
was very direct connections via C.l.R. from Kelvington to Moose 
Jaw and so her travelling was done by train. She boarded with the 
Garrison fanily and drove with the children to school with a 
horse and buggy and winters - horse and cutter. 


Miss Bryant was of good moral fibre and I can recall her 
getting a few of us older pupils enthusiastically involved in 
trying out for Sumer Camp - all we needed to do was menorize the 
entire Gospel of John and she spent many hours after school 
listening to'us recite fron menory. The only little fly in the 
ointment was, when camp time came, our parents were hard pressed 
to find the necessary funds for our transportation to and from 
canp, so we never did get there. 


I recall one Sunday evening, when Miss Bryant was about to 
denonstrate her batting ability in our kitchen and she connected 
with a bottle of ink, splattering it all over her new dress. 
Mother rushed to the rescue by offering to soak the dress in a 
fresh jar of buttermilk from her recent churning of butter. I'm 
sure it must have had the desired effect for I seem to remember 
her being able to wear that yellow dress once more. 


Memories of Rotnun School Aug. 1931 - June 1932 


Ethel Dalshaug came in the fall of 1931 to teach in the little 
country school near the village of Hendon. When ny train arrived 
at the’ station there was no one there to meet me, so a kind 
elevator agent (ir. Johnson, I think) who happened to core along, 
took pity on me and gave mé a lift to the hone of Mr. Garrison, 
the chairman of the school board. Other members of the board 
were lrs. N. Scramstad and Jesse Mahlum,the secretary-treasure. 
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Bennie and Selmar; two Torgerson girls, Lillian and Francis; the 
Hanson twins, John and Edith; Alma Scramstad; Ester and Elsie 
Shaw; Glen Ostlie, Dorothy Ewans and her two brothers, Sam and 
Bill. There was also a Laplander family with a boy and girl 
attending school, Verner and Martha Nelson. One family moved 
away during the year, the Amos family with their daughters, 
Gladia and Lavine. Sylvia Harrison was one of the oldest of-the 
girls attending school. Then there was Mabel Garrison who trans- 
ported us faithfully to school through sunshine, rain, sleet or 
snow with her horse and buggy or cutter. 


One of the first social activities of the school which I 
reéall is the evening Hallow-Eten party. It was on this occasion 
that I was able to meet many of the fine young people of the 
community. Later there was the Christmas Concert, well supported 
by old and young alike. They applauded enthusiastically our 
humble efforts. The pupils sang lustily, though perhaps somewhat 
off key at times. 


Following the Christmas holidays I returned to take up 
residence at the Josef Hanson home. During the winter we rode to 
school on a long toboggan which was rigged up with three little 
seats for John, Edith and me. Usually all went well. Sometimes 
when John's hands became cold, Edith or I took a turn at driving. 
One day when skirting the edge of a steep snowbank we upset the 
toboggan and spilled most of the water we carried in a cream can 
at the back of the toboggan. It was too late to go back for more 
water, so there were a lot of parched tongues at school that 

day. On cold days such as this, it was a great comfort to come 
home knowing kind Mrs. Hanson would have hot coffee or cocoa and 
lunch waiting when we arrived. When spring came we went back to 
travelling with horse and buggy with John as our capable driver. 
Im sure he often felt like dumping us out, but he never did. 


One of the spring school activities was the Public Speaking 
Contest. ‘The one entry from Rotnun was label Garrison, who re- 
turned with an award, thus bringing a little bit of honour to 
the little country school of Rotnun, and T was proud to have had 
a little part of it. 


Who can say what part or what influence a country school 
teacher Had in the lives of the pupils entrusted to his or her 
care? Bach one, on aturing, ig the result of the noulding of 
many hands, the guidance and influence of many other people 
with whom each comes into contact. To a great extent these 
influences determine the success or failure of each one. 


My sincere wish for all former pupils of the Rotnum School 
is that their efforts be crowned with Success. 


Mabel Lindstron 1932-33 , 


The 1932--33 term at Rotnum was taken over by Mabel Lindstrom, 
who had been teaching near Algrove. Her parents were Mr.& Irs. 
Taylor Lindstrom who farmed near Wadena. 
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She boarded at the Jay Garrison Kome, whose then wee daughter 
Sybil for many years referred to her as"the lady". It was while 
teaching at Rotnum that she met the cousin of uae of her pupils, 
Arne Flostrand, She and Arne were married some time laser and in 
the 1940's moved to B.C. They have a family of three children 
and are new retired, living in New Westminster. 


DON LEITCH 


The 1933-34 term brought another young chap from Clair to 
teach at Rotnhum, His name was Don Leitch and he stayed on until 
Jutie of 1938. It will be noted that he returned again in later 
years to teach Rotnum. 


Don Leiteh was born and raised in the Clair district, son 
of Dan and Ligsie Leitch(Scambler). 


He attended teachers College in Saskatoon and in 1935 came 
to the Zotnum district to take over his first teaching duties. 
In those years a teacher had an enrollment in a one room school, 
comprising Grades 1 to 10. We were in the midst of what was 
termed the "depression years" and his salary was Something like 
$300.00 per year with room and board at about $15.00 per month. 


For a time Don boarded at the Carl Hanson home, then to the 
Joseph Hanson's and later in his story he boarded with the Paul 
Mack family. 


The 1939-40 term he taught the Duck Creek School and in 
1940-41 taught Robbinsdale School, west of Rose Valley. 


The 1941-42 term he taught at Rosetown and it was at the end 
of this tern, he enlisted in the Air Force, working with radar 
control and was eventually sent overseas. ‘When the war ended in 
1945, he returned home in the fall‘of that year. In the spring 
of 14,6, he began thinking of the quiet life that f offered 
and so after looking at possibilities, he purchased the SEt;i1~1i, 
which had been the Prediger farm. 


As there was a shortage of teachers, it was not long before 
Don was again pressed into service, teaching at Victoria Park 
School at Hendon. 


In 1952-53 he taught the Wooler School and it was during this 
time he became better acquainted with a young lady who had grown 
up in the Rotnum Area, Frances Torgerson. 


On May 9th, 1953, Don and Frances were married in Lanigan, 
then in the fali of that year Don went to Moosehorn school, north= 
west of Hendon to take on the teaching duties. 


The following fall 1954 a daughter was born to them in the 
Wadena hospitas and father made thé headlines of the local paper, 
as he ended up in hospital as well! 


Two more children came to bless their home, all the while Don 
was teaching and getting his farm in shape. 
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In 1956 and because of a drastic shortage of teachers, Don 
returned to teach at Rotnum and remained there until 1962.’ At 
the beginning of his term a teacherage had been built in the 
school yard, so Don and family moved in for a time, instead of 
commuting from the farn. 


In‘his youth Don had learned to play the violin and at many 
parties, he would entertain, one of the favorites being "Over the 
Waves.” 


When Frances was a child, she was always in demand for her 
singing ability, and so it was son Bruce inherited this, and at 
four years of age, with no trace of nervousness sang "The Big 
Swede fron North Bakota" at one of his Dads Christmas concerts at 
lotnum. 


When the 1962 term ended, Don had expected to be able to 
give full time to his farming, but once again was called on to 
each -- this time at Victoria Park. 


Then in 1966, with health problens beginning to plague hin, 
Don rented his land and with the family moved to LeRoy. He 
taught there until 1969, when he was forced to take life at an 
even slower pace. 


Their three children a credit to the family, Linda a graduate 
nurge is presently in Cunberland house, Sruce. tn the plumbing 
trade works in Calgary and Sandra a photo journalist is in 
Vancouver. 


Don and Frances make their home in LeRoy, but spend as much 
of their free time as they can at their cabin at Marean Lake. 


Ann Nicholson 1938-39 


The term 1938-39 brought Ann Nicholson of Wadena to teach at 
Rotnun. Her father operated a luwber yard in Wadena and this was 
Ann's first school. As she relates - ify Dad took me hone for the 
weekends as long as the roads stayed open. I boarded with the 
Paul Mack's until their home burned down, and them I moved to the 
Joseph Hanson's, 


remember the different Mack families, the Hanson's, Tweidts', 
Allen's and Harrisons. The three Mahlum girls rode ponies to 
School. I remember quite a few others but can't fit names to them. 
Over forty years have passed since I was there and I have taught 
hundreds of kids in three provinces. The last thirty three years 
I have taught in Vancouver as a teacher of blind children. I am 
still doing this, but now we are in the public school system 
instead of in a School just for the blind. 


Although I love Vancouver, I often think of my first country 
schodl and first country living and I am glad T had the opportunity 
to experience rural life. 





vas 
dives Dili Howite. 1999-40 


Mrs. Lillie Howitt came to teach at Rotnum from August 1939 
to June 1940, She boarded with Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Davis and one 
of her pastimes was playing the accordian. She now lives in 
Wynyard, Sask. 


Mary Clara Kingel 1940-1942 


I was Mary Clara Kingel when I came to teach at Rotnum School 
for two years from Sept. 1940 to June 1942, coming from Rosthern. 


I had just turned 19 a few days after I arrived and I was a 
scarred kid 160 niles from home. T boarded with the Davis family 
and he told me what an awful time the former teacher had, so this 
made me scarred than ever. Anyway I tackled the gang of about 40 
darlings Grades 1 to 10 and I now have to admit it was one of the 
happiest experiences I ever had. The people in the district were 
great and in those days the school was the centre of the community. 
Thad lots of work but lots of co-operation and enthusiasm. T 
often wonder now what I taught those poor kids - anyway I did my 
best which is all that can be expected of one - even if my salary 
was only $70.00 per month. 


I recall putting on a play at Meadow Bank hall called "Too 
Much Mother-in-law". Mrs. Wright was our director and some of 
those taking part that I remember were Leonard and Sylvia Harrison, 
Joyce Maynes, Ken Leitch, Ken and Wilma Donald and Harry Linden. 
Gerald Leitch was the real live baby in the play and I believe we 
had a dog called Socrates. This took place in the winter of 1942 
in Feb. We had fun and took the play to Hendon and Nut Mountain. 


I married Doug MacPherson from Glenside, Sask. in Aug. of 19k. 
We new live in Saskatoon, 


Mrs. Margorie Allen 

The opening of the fall term in 1942 found Rotnum school 
without a teacher so Mrs. Marjorie Allen, a teacher and wife of a 
local farmer came to teach for the month of Sept. 


Mrs. Allen taught school in many areas. She was a conscientious 
person. Many times you would see her ride her horse or drive a 
toboggan down the road either to Rotnum or Duck Creek school. No 
matter how cold the weather. 


Living in the Rotnum area, she also was school secretary for 
a good number of years. When there was any help needed in any way, 
she was always there with a friendly smile and encouragement. 


She passed away on March 30, 1976 after spending the winter 
in Prince George. 
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Miss Lillian MeCowan 


Following Mrs. Allen, Miss Lillian McCowan of Quill Lake came 
to teach, staying on until June of 1944. Her sister was teaching 
at Brand at the same tine so their family would come for the two 
girls on weekends. Lillian boarded with Mr. & Mrs. Davis. 


Later she married Ben Ferrie of Tnvermay and they réised three 
sons. They continue to farm at Invermay, although Ben is active 
in politics and Lillian teaches the kindergarten class in Invermay. 


Florence Carlson 1944 to 1946 
Lovdahl 


In the fall of 1944, I began teaching at Rotnum, There were 
about 30 students in grades one vo ten, Those who were in grades 
nine and ten used correspondence courses so my help was mostly 
in the correction of their assignments. 


The janitor work was done by the Shaws who lived near the 
school. Water was hauled for the water cooler. A large, low 
stove in the centre of the room provided adequate heat. 


Those children haa so much initiative! I never heard anyone 
ask, "What should we do?" Several children rode horseback to 
School. You may recall that there were several rows of cultivated 
trees around the yard with a generous space between them and the 
fence. One day I came to the door to ring the bell just in time 
to witness the Horses and riders crossing the finish line in a 
"Rotnum derby race." There were also avid ball players and could 
hardly Wait to get out on the ball diamond when recess came. One 
winter a small skating area was made, The only casualty was when 
Tigsie Mack broke her arm. We did not realize this until her parents 
took her to their doctor. 


I have often wonderea now we managed to cover the year's work 
as We began practising for the Christmas concert early in November. 
There was always a packed school for this program. We were fortunate 
in having msical talent in our school as among others we had 
Noreen Mack, Evangeline Mahlun, and five Austrings. 


Each spring, a school Field Meet was held at Meadowbank. We 
could not have attended except for the kindness of Mr. Carl Peters 
who gave of his time and the use of his truck to haul all the 
Students and myself to the meet. Mr. Peters would only accept our 
thanks and gratitude. 


For special days like Hallowe'en, Valentine's,and Easter, an 
evening party was held; ‘The whole community attended. It consisted 
of vocal entertainment, games and contests. There was lunch which 
the ladies automatically brought. Our "coffee-maker" was Mrs. 
Austring who jcooked it ina large canner, Advertising for these 
events was by "word of mouth as the only local phone was at Axel 
Carlsons. 
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One gpectal event was when a public debate was tisld. |The 
adults taking part were Mabel Scramstad, slorman Austring, Benny 
Tweidt and Mary Leepart. Mac Scramstad was the adjudicator, the 
judges were Don Leitch, Mr. Harrison, and Clifford Lee. 


While in that district I was fortunate to board with a dear 
couple, ir. and Mrs. Ernest Davis. We played many games of 
crokinole and checkers when the evenings were cold or rainy. 
Their hone was always open to welcome friends and neighbors. 


Yes, those two year's in the Rotnum district left me with 
happy nefories, of the warn hospitality and friendships which I 
found there. They greatly enriched my life. 


I was also fortunate in having the go impo support and 
backing fron the parents as I endeavoured to teach and discipline 
their children. $0 I toast you, "Rotnum School Parents of 
I9hh--1946 == You were simply great!” 


After Rotnum I taught at Morse for two years and in Rose 
Valley for twenty-four years, I retired in 1977 


Elmer-and I have three children. Carol and her husband, 
Steve Lane, reside in Regina. Jim lives in Saskatoon and so do 
Dale and his wife Shammi. 


Time still flies for me as T now have time to do the numerous 
hobbies I enjoy and also time for visits with friends and relatives. 


Miss Pearl Wasyluk 1946-47 


Miss Pearl Wasyluk followed Florence Carlson for the tern 
1946-47. She boarded at the Davist. She is now married to John 
Korotuk’and they live at Sturgis, Sask. Their son is a teacher 
at Margo. 


Marjorie Nyguard 1947-48 


Marjorie Nyguard taught Rotnum School for the 1947-48 term 
and boarded with the Davis family. She had taken Bible school 
training at Two Rivers Bible schook, then beated at Carlea, Sask. 
and she became a miSsionary candidate. She married Leland Snider 
and now lives at Beganson, Alberta. 


W. J. Harcourt 1948 - 1952 


W. J. Harcourt came to Rotnum School from LeRoy, teaching 
there from Sept 1948 to June 1952. 


I arrived in the Rotnum School in the fall of 1948 and remained 
there four years. This was a long stay in a rural school for a 
teacher at that time. If I remember correctly, the School Board 
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members were Mac Scramstad, Chairman; Sig Scramstad, Secretary; 
Leonard Leepart and A. Austring. I borrowed $10. from: Mac to get 
me through the first month. 

My first year I boarded with Mr.-& irs. Davis, a very quiet 
couple who looked after ne first rate, but did have a very cold 
attic where a few stars peeping through kept me company on long 
winter nights. Much of the time in the four years, stayed at 
Ken and Mary Leitchts where I was like a member of the family. 
One winter I spent with the Paul Mack's where Mrs. Mack did her 
bést to fatten me up. Another winter was spent with the Eric 
Mack's who were newlyweds. Here, they had the warm bedroom and 
I the cold one which I shared with an old black cat. I mustn't 
forget the two’months I kept house in a granary in Herman Allents 
yard. There was no doubt a good reason for shifting me about 
like this, but no one told me what it was. 


Kbout 30 students attended while I was there, most of then 
in Grades 1 =~ VIII and~a few who took correspondence in IX & X. 
‘The first-year I hadsix grade 1's. “They were, if I remember 
correctly, Nola Leepart, Dianne Shaw, Ellen Hagen, Albert Leitch, 
Gerald Leftch, and !lilo’Mahlum. In Grade two were Faye Leepart, 
Bernice Yack and Phillip Gutek. I could likely list then fairly 
accurately right up to Grade X. At that time in a rural school a 
teacher really got to know the kids. The relationship between 
teachers and students is much more impersonal today in our larger 
systems. 


At Rotnum 30 years ago, Field Day was the big sunmer event. 
When I was hired, the board’told e they wanted a sports--ninded 
young man to improve their showing. Apparently Brand, Willow Glen, 
and Duck Creek were beating then badly. After 4 years, we did 
improve, bug we sure spent a lot of time practising. 


Christmas Concerts were a highlight of the winter season. 
From about Dec Ist we did nothing else but practise. I always 
found it somewhat nerve racking, but the kids certainly enjoyed 
it. It was an activity that has never been duplicated in our 
larger schools. “All students were in the show; all the parents 
were there; in fact, the whole community showed up. 


I will now mention briefly a few additional things I remenber 
from ny yeays at Rotnum, the Tong evenings spent playing whist 
when Brie Mack and I took of all comers, curling with the Leitchs 
in Hendon, the community play T directed at Meadow Bank which-we 
took on tour(ts Rendon, (che cast was: Amos Avery, Ruby Avery, 
Noreen Mack, Marjorie Boriald, Eric Mack, Raymond Coates, and 
Aubrey Booth) thé night a group of us were involved in a neck-yoke 
party at a Hendon dance, the many presents fron the kids at 
hristmas, the kids toxing in the wintertime, and the time a 
local farm Soy camé at ‘noon“to take on the teacher; the , one 
recésses playing ball and ganes with other schools, being the first 
rural school in Sask. to get power(this drew comment in the Western 
Exoduegr), walking fron Hendon bus stop in winter, to, Davis's tn 
the middle ofthe night carrying two suitcases, pitching bundles 


and stookitig around the district, arrarging the teaching days so 
T could play baseball tournaments in May and June, being the champion 
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squaw wrestler in the Hendon bar, the Hospitglity sown me when 
the many families had me over for supper and an evening of talk 
or cards. 


I could ramble on and on but ‘suffice it to’say’that I have 
many fond memories of the people and students of Rotnum School. 
In my more than 30 years of teaching I still maintain it is the 
most civilized of all the communities I have worked in. 


Marion Allen 1952 


When the'fall term began in 1952 Marion Allen, a local girl 
took over as a study supervisor until she left for Winnipeg. After 
Marion“left, Je Guest, Daughter of Mrs. Ina Guest, came to 
teach at the Scher fore month, putting the pupils on correspon- 
dence course so that when’ she left and the school had to be closed 
for the month of Decenber. 


In January“of 1953 Erank MeGrenera, after much deliberation 
concented to teach at Rotnum, boarding at the Mahlum home. Frank 
had served in the Air Force during the war and he owned a farm in 
the Lone Tree District north of Kuroki. 


‘When the fall term cotimenced in “1953, a 
a teacher with plenty of experience and the Mts era farner, 
kindly consented to return’to teaching again. She had children 
of her own going to Rotnun, so understood our dilemma. Mary 


stayed on to teach there until June of 1956. 


QDE TO ROTNUL 
A row of stately poplars, the corner of Otto's farm 


Remind us of yoiir past, your glory and charn. 
With many a laughter, often sadness and tears 
Mine was this pleasure for but three short years. 
The tasks were many, the frustration no less 
We ained at perfection, we aimed at success. 
The cold wintery rides, Carl's rin-away tean, 
In Benny's bush the treehouse an architect's drean. 
The spring brought laurels to Allan, Ronnie and Ray, 
Meadow Bank field-neet, their speed won the day. 
The pie sale, the raffle, Christmas concert to prepare 
Albert, Gerald and Philip and "The Little Red Mare." 
The girlts sang, danced, recited with talent and poise 
Parents applauded, Santa rewarded, my what a noise. 
Back to the text books each new year dictated 
The Juniors filled the seats the Seniors vacated. 
Twenty eight characters the three Rs strove to master 
Results weré varied, fame, fortune, fun and isaster. 
Classmates we were, friends we still are, 
Some we see daily, others travelled afar. 
Our menories ‘of you, sad, happy, we share 
Proudly we say, *Rotnum we were there". 
Mary Y. Gute. "53-56" 





126 


September of 1956 found us once again needing a teacher so 
Don Leitch returned to take over the school. 


By September of 1962 a local boy had graduated ‘from Teacher's 
College - s0 it was Lloyd Nelson who came to teach at Rotnum. 


Lloyd Nelson 1962 - 63 


In 1962-63 I-taught at Rotnum: it was my first year as a 
teacher and the last year the school was open. Many children from 
the rufal community east of Hendon had entered the school during 
tts existence, but those in attendance during that last year will 
always remain special to me. I was nineteen years old and had 
completed the one-year Teachers College course in Regina. The 
work involved in preparing lessons for students in eight grades 
was demanding and the annual salary of $2,700. was barely adequate 
to meet living expenses. However, the experience was rewarding 
in many other ways, and it confirmed an earlier decision to make 
education my profession. 


What was Rotnum like and who were the students in 1962-63? 
The school was a one-room structure containing a small porch in 
addition to the main classroom. An oil heater had been installed 
near the back of the classroom. It kept us warm during the winter 
though there were times when the temperature was so cold that the 
only comfortable place was right next to the stove. During such 
times the students and I would hold our classes clustered around 
the stove. The walls of the school could not shut out the sound 
of a Saskatchewan blizzard. When a storm threatened to block 
the roads, the students were dismissed early. There were several 
severely cold days’when my car would not start and were it not 
for Mr. Ben Tweidt, who drove to my father's farm where I was 
residing, I would have had much difficulty in getting to school 
on time. 


In the spring the ditches near the school filled with water 
and, of course, the children would inspect the thickness of the 
ice’in the mornings. I recall at least a couple of times when a 
child had either £0 go hone for dry clothes or to dry his socks 
on a chair placed near the stove. 


In addition to the main school room, there were several other 
buildings in the schoolyard. A teacherts "cottage" or residence 

sat vacant during most of my tenure because my parents home was 

only a few miles away and ny mother's cooking far surpassed ny 
culinary skills. A horse barn had been built about one hundred fest 
east of the school and had been much used before snow plows and school 
buses were cormonplace in the Rotnum area. During ny year at the 
school the barn was often used as a "playhouse" by the children es; 
ecially the boys. I knew that a few boys would occasionally do a littid 
smoking in the barn, but it was impossible to catch them in the act. 
They had the youngest boys serve as sentries and when I stepped out 
of the school the cigarettes would disappear. I doubt that I con- 
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vinced Bradley Scramstad or Calvin Tweidt that smoking might affect 
a person's health or even stunt their growth 


One of the easiest things for a new teacher at Rotnum-in 1962- 
63 was to learn the surnames of the thirteen sttdents who enrolled. 
The reason for this was that ten of them were Tweidts, two wore 
Scramstads and one was a Leitch. The enclosed photograph was taken 
at the end of the school year. There was only one student in each 
of grades 1,3,5 and 6, two students in each of grades 2,1, and 8, and 
three in grade 7. With such an enrollment a teacher is faced with 
numerous interesting probleis, such as how to promote class dis- 
cusSions, how to conduct a physical education program, how to org= 
anize a School tean for inter-school competitions and how to plan a 
Christmas concert. 


4A brief commentary with reference to a couple of the aforemen- 
tioned pro-lens seers to be in order. My students did ;not win many 
games in inter-school competition but they did have the opportunity 
to participate in a variety of sports activities including curling, 
touch footvall, softvall and volley ball. Indeed, most of the central~ 
ized schools o* today would envy the rate of participation in school 
activities which ~y students recorded. And today's specialized drama 
teacher would pro be astonished by the enthusiasm of the entire 
student body in the rehearsals for and the performance of the series 
of songs, skits and plays which comprised the last Christmas: concert 
held in the Rotnun school. Though few in number the students, with the 


strong support of their parents and community, were able to experi~ 
4 PP xp! 


ence and, I trust, enjoy nany activities and events that comprised 
an education in this part o% rural Saskatchewan over a decade ago. 


Rotnum school was closed in 1963. Its closure marked the end of 
a chapter in the education of the local children, but it also signi- 
fied the beginning of new opportunities and experiences for the stud- 
ents who had beenvin the school during its final year. Perhaps thie is 
what is meant by "progress", though for those of us who taught and 
studied at Rounin we recognize that “progress” is not, just, a pure 
gain, For while something is undoubtedly gained something is also lost. 


Personally, the year I spent at Rotnum helped me to appreciate 
nore fully an important part of our cultural heritage - - = THE ONE 
ROOM RURAL SCHOO! 


"ROANY". Many Zotnum 
teachers’ transportation 
to school. 
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THE FORMATION OF ROTNUM SCHOOL DISTRICT 


The proposal for this new district was on the 10th of 
June 1920 and the approval of boundaries was on July 5th 1920. 
The approvals were also received from RMts 336 & 337 at this 
tine, Dick Messenger being on council. 


According to the proposed district map of June 1920, the 
school site was to be on the SE t of Sec. 13, Twp 36, Rge 13, 
W 2nd, Later the location of the school was changed to Sec. 18, 
Twp 36, Ree 12 as this parcel of land was given for the school 
site by the late Oscar Rotnum. 


At the time of proposing this new school district, there 
were 16 children residing within this area. 


The number of acres of assessable land was &800 with a 
total value of $88,853.00. 


Authorization was received on Oct. 1, 1920 for erecting the 
school. The board of trustees of the proposed school district 
were to borrow the sum of $4400.00(originally $4500.) for the 
purpose of erecting and equipping school, fencing and purchasing 
site, also building a barn. Debentures were to be repayable 
in fifteen consecutive annual instalments of principal and 
interest, at a rate not exceeding 8% per annum. 


This proposal did not meet with the approval of the local 
ratepayers, so a reproposal was made on Feb. 2 of 1921 for a cost 
of $3000.00, It would seen that in the intervening time, a site 
for the school had been donated, so they were able to lower the 
amount needed. 


Arras, Waddell, Rotnun and Garfield were the proposed names 
for the school district. Some of the ratepayers who had served 
in World War T had been wounded at Arras, France and felt this 
to be a fitting name. 


Waddell was a local homesteader who played an active part 
in organizing the hall, church and school. 


Rotnun was chosen in honor of the man who donated the 
school site. 


The trustees for the year 1922 were as follows: 


Jesse Mahlun - Chairman 

H. Jay Garrison 

Wm, Harrison 

Sam Evans - Secretary Treasurer 
G. F. Gillespie was the auditor 
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Mr. and Tirs Fred Lowndes 


The first time I saw Meadow Bank was in Aug. 1934. After 5 
years of drought at Lacadena it looked almot like the garden of 
Baen. We had seen nothing but drifting soil and russian thistles all 
summer and the bush growth in this area was hard to believe. . The 
decision to move to where such growth was possible was easyt to nake 
and a deal to. buy the © } of 23-36-12 from Mr, Menne Bannick was 
concluded. 


A point that may _be of interest in those days of high land pri- 
ces is the fact that I bought the } section for 13,000 oushels of 
wheat, on share crop, with of course no interest paynents. The 
idea being that if wheat prices increased, the seller would also 


benefit. 


It proved satisfactory to both parties, since no buildings were 
on the land. The first priority was to put up a house, After our 
val with stock and equipment on Oct 1 st, which was unloaded 
The carn we built may also be of interest to so 
younger farmers getting esaablished at, todays prices. 


my records that we built in stages, beginning in 
1935 and Minishing in 1063. This was a drive through barn in which 
the whole load of hay was pulled off the side of the rack with a 
systen o* a rope sling, a pull rope which cane through the top hole 


in the barné'shown in the picture". ‘When one side of the loft was 


filled, the loads cane in from the 
opposite side of the barn and the other 
half was filled 

The complete cost of this barn 
taken fron ny itenised records, ‘906.10. 
This included labor cost, cement and eve- 
n the liphtninz rods. All local lumber, 
except shingles and loft doors. 


Gladys and Fred Lowndes were both 
porn in England. Gladys came to Canada 
as a baby, born in London to Fredrick 
Charles Rawlinson and Georgina Francis 
Her father was a United Church ? 
in Saskatchewan from I9I0 to his 
rement in IOL9, 


ed came to Canada in 1926 
a farm there until threshing time, when he changed employm 
ona farn at Lacadina. After ears of employment he bought 
ve quarter section far which he armed until the move was nade 
feadow Bank. One thing that pleased us very much, was the fact 
that Sasnan had a municipal Doctor and a hospital. ‘ow we fel 
that we could afford to raise a family. In due course, Glen arr= 
ved, followed by Patsy and Leith. Jack was born after we moved to 
the Willard Hall farn. 
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The move was precipitated by the need for a bigger house, 
with power available. The EL -23 was sold at this time. 


Glen went to school at Duck Creek until it closed and after 
obtaining a Degree in Agric, He married Orlyn Hartaell. And joined 
me as a partner in the farming enterprise, which included the Dairy 
Tuisness. After we retired, Glen bought back the EB} of 23. 


Patsy also went to school at Duck Creek and later went to Norma] 
School. She married Ivan Godhe. Taught school for about two years 
and then Ivan took over his fatherts farm in the Rose Bud area 
where they ‘arn and have a Dairy Herd. 


was born @ old farm and eventually obtained a degree 
i aduation, she worked for the Dept. of 

i til she married Allan Perron. They now 
the. old Sas Donald fara while Allan is in the livestock 


Jack, our youngest, was born on the second farn site, and after 
our years in At married Craol Aultnan of St Walberg. They 
had et while u for the Sask. Farners Union. Jack 
is now farvi 


are now livire in “elvington and have I6 Grandchildren and 
t Grandch Bat we still feel a part of Tieadow Sank 


country is now enjoying good crops and 
we never regretted the move. 3 L'that the district 
een very kind to us. The ch services in Brand 
and also the dances in the llall, with the bat 
¥ ie barn filled with 


Ss. 


Dur iwo eldest children, Glen and Patsy attended school at 
ntl it closed in [9,9, The first teacher that we ren= 
ener was ir, Fordson, le and his wife lived in the teacherage on 
the school grounds. “Je all attended the * Closing Day Picnic". 
June 30th, held on the school ground: 


5 first_teacher, Aylewood, (now 
Guest, tr MeDonald and 
there as well. 


inch services were held at ‘leadow until 1962, The minis=: 
ter was “iss Grichy, when we arrived. “tr Harkema conducted the last 
service. 


Our Meadow Sank "Ladies Aid" started up about 1930. We had a 
ze number of senbers for many years, but only a few members now. 
put on fowl suppers, bazars, weiner roast, social and amateur 


S. The “oney we raised went to the nited Church, the Wadena 


sides charities. 
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into the middle 50's. The ring was set_up by farners in the area 
and they would all have one beef animal to raise for butchering at 
the beef ring head quarters at the Althouse farm. Prom there the 
meat that had been processed would be delivered to the membership. 
This way you always had fresh neat in the years that we didn't 


have deepfreezes. 


During the 


a grain dryer, on 


and “re. 
to Melville where P. 
this country. Tr 


Dad had two brot 
mother 1 
not to shed tears, and the 
other in about three or Sour y 
rossing, ( her ocean voyage). She was 
with her all her li turned out, 
before she made tie t chy 3 
and she enjoyed th 


When my folks left for Canada, 
to what they might really end ap doing. 
city and father wanted to be a train encinier. 3 


compromized and became farvers. Se 
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Before they came to this vlace 
they had been in the Duck Creek area 
One of the biggest changes that came 
about then was, they degided to adopt 
a child. When mother went for her 
little one, Dad told her to bring one 
home that ¢ould be led by the hand; 
So when she returned from Saskatoon 
and was met at the Depot, One of the 
neighbors was with my Dad. Seeing mv 
Mother decend the train steps, he 
called out "Look, Paul. This One is 
in a pink blanket". And there were 
tears of joy in his eyes as he looked 
upon his little daughter, Whom they 
called Noreen Paula. 


It didn't take long, they decid.u 
to increase their family. And so their 
adopted son Gordon Wilhelm came to 
join this happy family. 


I can remember moving to the 

Rotnum area from the Duck Creek area. 

The house was a two storey one just 

like the one on the other farm. But 
Yr.t. Mrs.Mack's first Christ- now we had a large grove of spruce 
nas in Canada trees, and needless to say, my brother 

and I’could climb these trees like 
squirrels before long. Much to the wonder of our mother. The syrup 
from the trees got on all our clothing, and to have to wash them on 
a scrub board was hard work. But mother -always had us looking 
like we were ready to go visiting. Mother was'an immaculate "lady". 
Thanks Mon. 


We have many happy memories of all these years. But there was 
a sad one in January of 1939, when we lost our home by fire. We 
had a teacher boarding with us.at the time. (Miss Anne Nickelson) 
We all lost everything except what we were wearing, as we were over 
to the Joe Hanson's to visit that Sunday. But I think one of our 
loudest lessons we all learned from that happening was that every 
neighbor near and far, were our friends. We got every kind of help 
in every kind of way. I believe I was the luckiest girl around. I 
received 12 dolls as gifts. I'm sure every little girl shared 
their doll family with ne. 


Our barn door was one that you could open, either top or bottom 
half. As in any child's life tine, when young animals came along, 
we were very excited. I can still’remember the morning, when I arose 
and looked outside. There to my wondering eyes, a little colt put 
it's head over the bottom half of the barn door, greeting me. ‘To 
this day all baby animals are a joy to behold. ‘Even a gangly legged 
colt was cuddly, if you could catch them. 


When I started school, I was not able to talk English very 
well. There for some of the words had a funny sound to them. I 
sure learned fast to speak properly, as the teasing taught me to. 

had wonderful teachers. They gave us so much of themselves. I 
believe that school years are the happiest years of our lives. 
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The yearg now seem so long ago. Dad's parents came to 
canadatin’ i028 and iived close to us. They were Valentine and 
Matilda Mack with Carl, Erna, Cristine, Elsie and Eric. 


Mr. & Mrs. V.Mack, 
Gus, Grissy, Carl, Eric 
& Elsie, Mr. & Mrs.Wi 
Mack, Louise & Sifgried 


I have the fondest memories of grandpa (Opa as we 
sitting in his rocking chair and telling us stories in 
The excitement we lived, through his stories. 


And grandma, (Ona as we fondly called her) was a petite lady, 
just under five feet tall. She raised a large family and always 
had a big garden. I remember her flower garden was diff 
from any ifve seen. Her geometric designs were lovely. 


Uncle Gus lived at home after he came ceca 
father passed away, he moved to British Columbia with 
Mother and Dad lived on this farm from 1936 to 1 
time my husband and I bought it. My folks moved into § 
April of 1965, and dad passed away on Decenber 25th 0 
Mother lived in Wadena until her passing on December 


Gordon lives in Regina. His wife,Terry and his four childre: 
Brian, Larry, Dennise and Carol. He works for I.P.S.0.0. 
draftsman. 


. & Mrs. Erie ‘ack 
Eric Mack came to Canada at the age of one year. His pare 


farmed in the Nut Mountain area, then moved to the Rotnun area. 
Eric and his siter, Elsie attended Rotnum school. 


After school Eric started farming. But ;in 1044 he and his 
folks moved to the Okanagan Valley in 8. C. and had a fruit farm. 


In 1948 they returned to their farm on S.W, 17 - 36 = 12. and 
lived there until he was married to Ruby Avery in 1950. They 
bought the former Ton Ross farn and then moved to Birch River, Tan- 
itoba in 1959 or 60. 


Eric at present is Foreman of Frontier School Division maint- 
enance crew. 
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Ruby has been very active with her home, working in the Birch 
River Hospital until it closed. She is an avid gardener. 


Eric and Ruby have a family of three; Linda, Kirk, and Joanne. 
They now have five grandchildren. Both Linda and’Kirk attended 
tnun.school. 


They had three miles to go to school. We remember the times 
Eric had an arny jeep.and he would be able to go across fields 
when even horses found it hard to do so. Also, he had a team of 
horses that were just rearin? to go. It took a lot of power to 
hold him down. Kaizer was some kind of horse, and with Tarzan the 
dog, he was a police dog and sure was a one man's animal. 


Eric would walk in all kinds of weather to the neighbors 
south of his farm just to borrow a few matches. 


(Submitted by Linda Beadle (Mack) 


I, Linda Mack, attended Rotnum School from grade 1 to 
grade } coupletely. I renember the teacher, lr. Jon Leitch 
and I had only one. “fy classmate was Kathy Tweidt. I went to 
school there in 1958, 59, 50. 


Linda became a registered nurse, is married to Micheal 
Beadle and has two daughters. They live in Bigger, Saskatchewan 
where ‘icheal is a train engineer. 


Mr, & Mrs. Willie Mack 


Willie came from Gervany in July of 1927, and worked out for 
some time. In 1932 he met and married Charlotte’ nsey of the 
‘ockford area. In 1034 they purchased the original Otter farm 
ron Carl Peters. They raised a family of three children, one 
son and two daughters who all attended Rotnum School. Louise, 
Mrs. Don Cunningham of Saskatoon has two sons, David and Robin. 


Sigfried and his wife, Verna live in Wadena where until 
recently they operated the S$. & V. Dairy Bar. They have a family 
of two Sons and one daughter, “esley, Sheldon and Tracey. 

Bernice, "irs. Harold Gordon lives in Saskatoon and have one 
daughter, Sherri and a son, Timie. 


Lottie and “lillie sold their farm in 1975 to Ron Gutek and 
purchased a home in Wadena where they are now enjoying retirement. 


Submitted by Vernice Ingram (tack) 


Vernice Mack born October 26, 1929, daughter of & Mrs, 
J. Mack of “Nut Mountain, Saskatchewan. 


I was 5 years old when I went to live with my grandparents, 
 & Mrs. ¥. Mack who lived at Meadow Bank. From there I pent 
school with Uncle Eric and Aunt Elsie Mack. This ws the fall of 

1934. 


I attended Rotnun school. My teacher was Mr. Leach. I got 
ny Grade one ;while attending Rotnun school in the summer of 1935. 
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I remenber only two classmates by nane, Syoil Garrison and 
June Austring. 


One of my pleasant passtimes was to sing for my classmates 
out behind ;the wood pile at recess. One day, Leitch, the 
teacher was casually walking by and heard me. I got called to 
the front of the class when the bell rang to sing. In those days 
I wasn't too shy,so did sing for the whole school. I still 
remember the song which was "I'm an old cowhand From the Reo 
Grande". 


I always relate to my year at Rotnum school as a ver: 
able one, only wish I'd have been there longer. My big ¢: 
to ride Keith Harrison's horse on the way hone from school. 
ha, what funt 


I.narried a young man from Kelvington, Bruce Ingram and live 
in Victoria, B.C. 


2: Mrs.Jesse Mahlun & F 


Jesse “ahlun was born at Sacred Heart in Renville, Minneso= 
ta. Together with a ‘riend, Ivor Larson, he came to Canada in 
1906 to take up a homestead in the Hendon district on Sif 11-36-13. 
‘nis is the sane quarter section where the “lahlun hone is located 
today. We built a log cabin for his hone and oought a team of 
oxen and a breaking plow to work the land. 18 years of 


age at the tine. In order to get ne: fer 


ceries he cut many cords of wood 

Wadena. It took most of the day to get there as the roads were 
poor, He slept in a building adjoining the livery barn over- 
night, buying a few groceries the next day before returning home. 
He only got $2.00 a cord so it took alot of work to make a fer 
dollars. 


Rabbits provided the main source of meat. In the summer time 
duck eggs were fried nan: gs_for breakfast. Jesse baked 
his own bread for some time until Ivor Larson's parents cane to 
homestead close ‘The Yrs. Larson was kind geough to bake hin 
bread. 


Jesse served the 
district asa 

wleiph salesman 
from 1011 = 1014. 
He covered a large 
territory travell- 1% 
ing with a caboose 
in winter and a 
covered democrat 
in sunmer. 
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He enlisted in the first World War 1916-18 to serve overseas 
with the infantry during the war. He was wounded in action on 
September 2, 1918 two months before the signing of the Armistice. 
He served in France 63 months with the 5th Battalion, During his 
service with the army he was menber of a tug-of-war team which 
won Canadian honors and was defeated only by an overseas team of 
East End police force in London, England. He was greatly pleased 
to receive a medal fron the queen. He was discharged from the 
Army at Regina on February &, 1919, 


He was associated with the building of the C.P.R. railroad 
through Wadena and Hendon in 1923. He married Margaret ;Nelson 
Jame 26,1924, daughter of the late Mr. & lirs. C.A. Nelson who 
had taken up’honesteading in 1905, 3 miles south of Hendon. 

They had cone from Stockholm, Sweden to make their home in Cana- 
da. lr. Nelson was a carpenter who built many houses, schools, 
and barns in the district as well as being :in charge of the build= 
ing of the Scandia Lutheran Church which is still standing today. 


Jesse played a véry active part in the community. He served 
for 10 years on the council of Lakeview “unicipality. He was on 
the board of the Wadena Union Hospital for 5 years. He served as 
secretary for the Orpington school for many years and later he 
held the .same position for Rotnum school. Ke was well known in 

e district as an atictioneer up until the time of his passing 
August of 1952. ‘ir. and } lun raised a family of 6 
dren, all of whom attended Rotnum school. 


The Mahlum Family 


larried Helge Anderson of Fosston. They have a family 
ris and are now living in Wynyard where she is em- 
ployed at the Yynyard Co-op as an office clerk. 


Donna Anderson (daughter of Alida and ; Helge) 


Donna Anderson was the eldest daughter of Helge and Alida (Mahlum) 
Anderson and while Alida was ill for a coup¥s of months 
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Anderson and while Alida was ill for a couple of months and 
needed a rest, Grandma Mahlum took care of Donna, and 
to Rotnum school with her own children for a time. 


Lugella - married Ed Staszczak of Tosston, now deceas 
family of four boys and one girl. She now resides in 


Evangeline - married Elmo Anderson of Fosston,now deceased+ 
Had a fnily of three boys and two girls. Is re-married to Les 
Sgekely and now lives in Richmond, 3.C. Employed i 
Pacific Airlines, The experiences I reneaber mo: 

ond Austring always tying our Shetland Pony's 

t home tine my pony, ‘able ran away hone two days out 

and my mother breaking the oroom handle more t 

on the old 


ell. 
Dwight and DutWayne Anderson -subnitted 


Dwight and DutYayne Anderson were 
Evangeline (“ahlum) Anderson of Fosston 
in attendance at Rotnun school while ¢! 
ing in Regina. 


Their mother also had a job at 
so the family decided to move to liv 
Mahlum hone on the farm near Hendon, 
close to work and ti 

A younger si 
well, but she 
class, the teacher 
though eager for scl 
ther year. 


Leo - arried Patsy 
and one gir?. 1 
Timber ‘ill 


Margaret - narried to 

a family of bh, 2 

College in 1958, 

Living at Hendon on a farn 
and operates the Wadena Cots 


Milo = married “arie Gernain of Shell 
fanily of girls. Lives in ‘adena and 
also an auctioneer. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Peter McInnis 















'y parents Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pirie were born in Aberdeen, 
Seotland and came as children to Campbellford, Ontario with their 
parents. 
















My parents were married in 1€80, In 1888, they moved west to 
trathclair, Manitoba with their children, I was the third youngest 
in a family'of eleven and was born in Strathclair in 1897. ly 
parents farned in that district for the remainder of their years. 
I'attended a country school nearby and later worked in the Birtle 
Telephone Ofiice until getting married. 











Pete and I were married in 1919, in Shoal Lake, Wanitoba and 
farmed in that district for seven years. Our o]dest daughter, Joyce 
was born there 














In 1926, we noved to Kelvington accompanied by two of my broth- 
Pred and Oliver Pirie, Tred remained in the district but 
‘anitoba one year later, 










7 niles wext of Kelving- 
he Allan Irving fanily. We 
rst surmer we lived in a 
* our cows walked through it one day and ruined it. 
aild a svall house but Pete was busy harvesting at 
do most of the work of building a 
Later on we added to the house. 


























nily consisted of four hoys and two girls: 








Corrinne Joyce was born in 1022. 
otor was born in 1927. 
an_was born in 1931. 
clifford “Vorris vas vorn in 1933. 
Ukoye Gerald was born in 103k. 
Janes Ewin was born in 1935, 

























In January, 1937, I was hospitalized in Yadena for 5 months with 
ection of sy’ richt hand due to an injury fron a knitting needle. 
It was a difficult winter for my husband because he had 6 children 
ranging in ai bo 14 to care for. Tour were under school 
age and witi no phone, electricity or ranning water, it was very 
eisricntt. 



















The neighh Iprul, especially Rena Donald who 
19 wee'ly to laundry, cooling, etc. Also Urs. Jim 
Wright took Loyd and cared for hin during that period. 





Ve left the farn in 1952 and moved to Flin Flon, Manitoba. 
ur farm was sold to Charlie Irving. Two years later we moved to 
Drandon where we resided for years and then in 1962 we moved 
to lew Westninster where we enjoyed our retirement years. My 
husvand passed at 1973 and I lived in Kanloops for six years 
after. Presently I live in a Senior Citizens Lodge in Coquitlam, 
B.C. and enjoy travelling to visit my family and friends. I have | 
12 prand children and eat-grand-children. 
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My husbands parents also came from Scotland. In the 1880's they 
moved from Owen Sound, Ont. to a homestead at lloose Jaw, Sask. lly 
husband was the youngest of five children. When he was 3 years of 
age his. mother was killed by lightning so he was taken to Strathclair 
to live with his grandmother. His father died when he was seven years 
old and the family became split up and were placed with various rel- 
atives. It was 64 years before Pete was to see his oldest brother 
again. He grew up mainly on his uncles farm near Strathclair and was 
expected to work hard from an early age. In those days schooling 
wasn't considered as important as working, and so he received very 
little education because he had to work for his keep. 


When he was 1@ years old he got a job with the Brand Trunk 
Railway and later on worked as foreman on a road gang from Edmonton 
to B.C. They used miles and slueh scrapers then, not like today with 
all the modern equipment. In those days nooody ever worked on 
Sundays. 


When we got married he left the railway and returned to farming 
again, My husband had the first threshing machine in the leadow 
Bank district and Williard Hall owned a tractor so together they did 
all the threshing in the district for many years. 


Pete served on the Duck Creek School Board for several years 
and was also a director of the Meadow Bank Hall for a few years 
He was influential in buying the first hall and having it moved to 
it's location. Later on an addition was built on to it. 


My husband was very fond of animals, especially horses. He 
had a skill in caring for sick animals and on more than one occasion 
when the veterinarian had given up,he was able to bring the aninal 
round to a complete recovery. He was also successful in treating 
horses during the sleeping ‘sickness epidemic. Also he was very good 
at decorating horses that were being shown at fairs and did this for 
many years. 


During the long winters when the country roads were snowned in, 
trips to town hdd to ve nade by team and cutter or by closed in van. 
These trips were often long and cold. One Dec. 2th we went to 
Kelvington by van to buy groceries and Xmas presents. With us were 
Sam and Caroline Donald and Pred Pirie and as we were returnir hone, 
just outside of town our van upset and the team decane unhitched and 
ran away. Along with our parcels we were carrying jugs of gasoline 
and coal oil and with the stove burning,we were lucky to get out 
alive and withno further mishaps. Tred ‘linnie came along shortly 
after and gave us assistance,but it was bitterly cold and an 
experience never to be forgotten. 


My husband enjoyed good health all his life and passed away at 
age 86 on Jan. 2, 1973 in liew Westminster, B.C. following a short 
illness. 
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Submitted by Jpyce (McInnis) Harrison 


I attended Duck Creek School starting Grade 1 with Mona McKay 
from Kelvington as my teacher, I believe she was there 2 years. 
T also had as teachers Eva Harrison. Others I don't remember . 

T attended school for 9 2 years and classmates I renenber are: 


Rena Donald Phyllis Parish Steve Prybileki 
Kenny Donald Bert Parish Shirley Wright 
Wilma Donald Percy Gawan Frances Wright 
Muriel Donald Thelma Gawan Rosella Avery 
Sam Lanceley Stella Prydilski Teddy Avery 
Harry Linden Mary Prybilski Amos Avery’ 
Ruby Avery Dorothy Weaver 


There were also a Wayne Smith family and another Smith family 
who had 2 boys and lived by Lanceleys. I also rememver a ‘argret, 
who lived onthe corner south of the Meadow Bank Hall about 2 niles. 
Tt seens to ne she was staying with her grandmother. 














Looking back, my nenories of Meadow Bank are of the good tines 
we had there. The picnics and dances in the summer, fowl suppers in 
the fall and Xmas Tree concert in Dec. The last week before the 
Xuas concert we went from school to the Hall to practise on the stage 
there. The night of the concert there was a tall inas Tree lit up 
with real candies, Santa cane and gave everyone presents. I 
renenber at the dances that at supper intermission, different people 
would entertain. ‘r. Sandy Donald aang Scotch songs and Mr. Fred 
Jones sang Trish and other Scotch songs ané T.renenver Thurlaw Gowan 
singing "The Preacher and The Bear" song. ‘any others helped to 
wake it an entertainidg tine. Pepple were kept busy with farm work 
but it was a social tine to with threshing gangs to feed and wood-- 
cutters comin winter to cut our supply of wood. The women 
got together the winter to have Ladies Aid meeting and Quilting 
bees. I went to the Sirst movie in Hendon. A silent movie called 
"Lilac Time." It was in the hall and we sat on chairs with the 
screen in the center of the hall, My Dad won a Radio fron 
Store and it was great company in the winter. It was run 
battery. I renenber Eva Irving holding 0.0.1.7. meetings at her 
house, and it was through the C.G.I.' meetings that I went to 
summer camp for 2 weeks in the sunne: There I learned to swim which 
ri tring I stall enjoy, I renenber the Indians gor 
place in the sumer on their way from Pishing Lake to 
collect their treaty oney For 2 to 3 days they went by in wagons 
and on horseback. Also during the Dirty Thirties people want by 
noving fro7 Southern Sask. to_north of Kelvington where they home-- 
steaded and built up farms, I le*t Kelvington when I married 
Charles Spencer in 1912 and noved to lan flon. Charlie 1s the 
foster son of ind ‘irs Fred Jones. We have 3 children 






















































Linda and Art Johnson have 2 children, Marnie who is 12 and 
Artie dr. who is 15 years old. Linda is anager of Reitmans Store 
in Port Coguitlan and Art works at the Wellwood Mill in New West. 
They live in Coquitlan, 2.C. 





Lloyd and Linda (Klaudt) Spencer live an Medicine Hat, Alta. 
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and havez children, Dania Joy 6 years old and Russell Lloyd 2 years 
old. Lloyd works in the Co-op Store. Linda worked for Alta 
Telephones leaving to be at home with the family. 


David and Barbara (Fleming) Spencer live in Kamloops, B.C. 
David is a qualified bricklayer and works for Afton Iines. Bar- 
bara is a receptionist for a firm of accountants. 


I was divorced and net my present husband in Winnipeg. We 
later moved to Kamloops, B.C. and when Peter retired we returned 
to his home town of Winhipegeses, Man. 


Submitted vy Verna Lillian Cockerill 
(McInnis). 


I was born in Wadena, Sask. on 

Oct. 22, 1931 and attended Duck 

Creek School from grades one thr- 

ough grade ten. I started school 

in 1937 andin Grades one and two 

ny teacher was Miss Amy Eskelson. 

The other two in my class were the 

Hoore twins--Jinny? and Leslie. 

About the second year in school they 

noved with their parents back to 

Eagland|, I wouldn't have had any 

classmates in gr. three so I was 

allowed to skip that grade and go 

into grade four. My teacher that 

year was tir, Donald Leitch and one © The NeTnnis Family 

ny class mates was Jamie Wright. 
We may have been the only two in 

that grade as I don't recall anyone else. In grades five and six the 
teacher was Joyce Maynes and in seven and eight the teacher was 
iiss Betty Alward. Grades nine and ten I took my correstpondence 
courses at the sbhool with the assistance of the teacher who at that 
tine was ‘liss Frances Guest. Grades eleven and twelve I took at 
Strathclair, Manitoba where I stayed during the school year with 
ny aunt and’nnele. 


I was out of school for one year before starting my nurses 
training at St. Anthony's Hospital at the Pas, lanktoba, I graduated 
in 1952 as a registered nurse and worked after at Kenora, Ontario, 
Virden, Nanitooa. Calgary, Alberta, and Vancouver, 3.C. 


I was married in 1959 to Keith Cockerill from Winnipeg, 
and we have resided in Kenora since then. iy husband is a machinist 
at the Boise Cascade Pulp and Paper Mill here. We have two_ daughters 
Alana aged 16 and Daphne aged 14 who are presently in lligh School. 


I have worked part-tine for the past ten years at a nursing ‘0 
41 June 1979 when I retired from nursing 
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I have many good memories of my days at Duck Creek School. The 
biggest event of the year was always the annual Xmas concert at 
Veadow Bank Hall. It took weeks of practice to prepare for and alw- 
ays meant getting a new dress,even if it was a home made one. The 
concert was always held in the evening and the hall was always 
packed with people. It was the biggest event of the year. In the 
gunner there were picnics and ball games at the Hall or across the 
lake. Church and Sunday School were held at the Hall on Sundays 
during the sunmer months. In the fall there was an annual Fowl 
supper and bazar. Other enjoyable times were berry-picking and 
harvest tine. Although there was lots of hard work to be done in 
the fall, if was the ost enjoyable time of the year. 


Submitted vy Clifford McInnis 


T was born in Wadena, Sask. on July 12, 1933. I was the fourth 
child of iir and Mrs. Peter McInnis of Kelvington. 


TI attended Duck Creek School from 1939 till 1947. 


I left my parents farn in 1948 to go north, I worked in vario- 

bs in the north until 1953, at which time I joined the R.C.A.F. 
spending two years in Prince Edward Island. Upon discharge from the 
airforce I moved to 3.C. and worked for the lumber Industry. I 
married Vuriel Higgins of Coquitlam, B.C.’in 1963. We have one son, 
Dwayne Peter born Sept. 1968. 


ved to Snithers in Northern B.C. in 1973 where T am 
employed by the Province of B.C. with the Ministry of Highways. 


titted by Lloyd McInnis 


I was born in Wadena in 1934. My fathers name wasPeter and 
ny Mothers nave was Lillian. T have three orothers: Ronald, 
Clifford and Jimaie and two sisters: Joyce and Verna. 


I attended Duck Creek School till Grade 7 after which time I 
went to Brand and Kelvington. 


I worked as a heavy equipment operator till 1957, then I joined 
the R.C.A.P. for 3 years,I have lived in Port Moody, B.C. for the 
last 20’ years and am active in community work. 


I have one son, Ton and a daughter Melody Jane. 
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Submitted by James Edwin moInnis 


Peter @ Lilly (Pirie) married in 1919 at Shoal Lake, ian 
toba. ‘They had six children; Joyce, Ronald, Verna, Clifford, 
Tloyd, and last, myself James Edwin. parents moved to Kelving- 
ton, Saskatchewan in July 13, 1926. T was born at Wadena, 
Saskatchewan in November 1935. 


E attended Duck Creek 
school. I took grade 8 and 9 at Brand School. 
Trenenber was lr. MacDonald and Mrs, Allen. T 
Duck Cree School; myself, Lloyd McInnes, Glen Loundes and 
Irving hid cbhe teachers horse in the bush, for the opportunity 
to spend the day looking for it. We ended up at Kelvinside School. 
We went in to see if anyone had seen the horse and ended up there 
for the next hour or 70 listening \to a play they were putting on. 
We got back to Duck Creek School just before the vell rang and just 
in tine to havl the teachers horse out of the bush. 


y of Meadow Bank Hall was when dad and mon would 
take us kids to the “dances. When-we got tired of listening to 
the musie we would go into the attic above the kitchen and 
Sleep until it was tine to go home. ‘hen we got older 
would take our horses to the hall and at the end 
Would race the old cars down the road. I remenber coming home 
rom school during harvesting tine ani if the threshing crew was 
close by, we Would stop for coffee. There was always buckets of 
cakes, cookies and other goodies. 


In the sumertine, Lloyd, Clifford, Malcolm Denald and 
nyself would take off Sunday morning with our horses and ride 
north of Kelvington. We would get hone before dark, stiff, sore 
and tired. In the wintertine we would go coyote A 
that tine we got $1.00 a hide. We sure didn't get rich. 


In 1958 I moved to British a where I net 
married Alferta Burns in October 1960. We have two children; 
Beverley Ann born in 1062 and Sandy James born in 1065, 
1960 to 197), T worked in a sawuill at Tew Westminster, 
Betober 197 we sola our hone in Surrey,3.C. and purchased 16 
acres at Vanderhopf, B.C. We moved up to Vanderhogf on April 1, 
197), where we are presently, residing. 


Jimmy, MelooIm 
and Lloyd 
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+ and Mrs. Alf Messenger 


Alf Messenger came to Canada in 1911 at the tender age of 5 
ars. He hailed from Staunton, Worcestershire in the Rural 
strict of Neuvent;,Sngland. 


Mary (Kacsner)Messenger net ATf Messenger in 1928 in the 
Meadow Banc hall, where Alf was a drurmer with the Dynamite Five 
and his brother Sert, the floor manager. Alf attended Duck 
Creek School Alfts father and mother lived on the farm now owned 
and operated by Donald Peterson, There was a large fanily, to this 
anion ° boys and 3 girls and Alf was the second youngest son. 


There was three children born to the Alf Messenger unions 
The llessenger children had an all white pony they called Jenn. and 
Tam sure this pony took all the family and many of the neighbors 
children to school. In 1037 the Messengers fostered another child 
Joan ‘iekstron, who is now ltrs. Chuck Halappee of Clair. 


ALE Messenger was well known for his neighborly acts of kindness, 
he always drove a well trained, grooned tean of horses. The tean 
was naned and Dollie. 


Alf loved to pick up_a bunch of neighbors with the team and 
caboose and go to Meadow Sank Hall 


Alf farred the SE 4 of 5-36-12. 


I recall so well when Harold and Marlene were young, they 
vent to Little's to visit. It was just after a big rain, they were 
barefooted, The Little's were away, so the children went to John 
Skjonsby hone, Opal took then in, washed then and took them home. 
‘e'were happy'to see them, so they went unpunished. 


pictured on the left with his fav- 
orite horse Jenn. He drove Joan 
to school. He helped with farm 
chores and drove a tractor while 
on the farm, 


Farold; narried tina Grenrude of Wadena, 
have a daughter Patrice, live in 
Surrey 3.6. Harold is a’Truck Driv= 


Joan; (Wickstrom) Halppe live at Clair, 
they have five children, Brenda, 
Bonnie, Douglas, Dennis and Treves. 


Marlene; Mrs. Ernie Erickson, they live at 
Rosetown, 


ALf passed avay in 1959, Mrs. Messenger 
and Amol moved to Wadena where they now 
reside. 
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Submitted by Marlene ( Messenger ) Erickson. 


I, Marlene Nelen Erickson. My fathers nane was Alfred Messenger 
born at Staughton England. My nother was Mary Macsmar, born at Este- 
rhaay, Sask. My oldest brother is Amol, then Harold and one foster 
sister Joan. dad was a farner and lived on the S.W.2 -5-36-12, 
He loved trapping and Hunting. 


My best friend was Donna Tweidt. My best experience was when I 
to school one morning. I rolled my caboose and horse 
(Jenn), as Iwas leaving the yard. ily family and Ernie cane out to 
see what happened. I was crying, looking out of my caboose. Ernie 
laughed at ne. T threw a block of wood at hin. Then they picked u 
the caboose and Jenn. Dad kissed me and I was on ny way to school 
once more. 


I went to High School at Wadena and later on married Ernest 
Erickson. We lived at Wiseton Sask. for one year. Since then at Ros- 
etown Sask. We have two daughters. Janice, age 17, in grade 12. 
Verna age 16, in grade II, They are parttine cooks at the Voyageur. 
Ernie works for Co-Op Inplenents. It enployed with the Roseto 
Co-Op for over I5 years. In the Grocery Dept. Head cashier. 


hard Messenger. 


Submitted by Doug “Messenger. 


Richard James Messenger, born August 12, Ié66, in the villag 
of Hasfield, Gloucestershire England. Inigrated to brazil at the 
age of 6, back to England 2 years tster, Jercied Harriet Yo 
duly 12,1807, Inigrated to Canada 
Meadow Bank district. Farned unti 050. 
of the K.i. of Sasman for 6 years. 


They had © sons and three da’ 
aneape Walter who wee barn at Meadow Bank: 


Children; James (Jin) of Fairlight, Sas} 
Samuel (San) inder Bay, Ont. - deceased. 
John (Jack) Meadow Sani = deceased. 
deendoline (cwen) “irs. Arthur Weaver Kelvington. 
Frederick (Pred) Carstairs, Alberta. 
William (8111) ‘Wadena deceased. 
Beatrice rs. Fred Du Aylsham - deceased 
Edwin Kelvington = deceased. 
Herbert (Dert) Grand Forks, B.C. 
Catherine (Cathy) ‘irs. Tred’Adams Melvington. 
Alfred = (A1S) Wadena = deceased. 
Walter Meadow Bank -,deceased. 


Subnitted vy Bert Messenger. 


I did not go to school for toolong at Duck Creek, can't remen- 


ber the teachers. My parents came fron England.Dad, Richard Fanes 
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a honestead in Meadow Bank on NE } 
‘oth a five children, Edwin, Beatrice, Herbert, 


Alfred and Catherine cane in February 1910 to the homestead: 


Father's trade in England was as a factory worker 
stean engi 


ive at Grand Torts, 3.0. 


+ and ‘irs. Fred Messenger 
Messenger 


nger was 


Cane back on 
11, He narried Alice “arie 
Yad three sons and one daugh- 
Douglas and Harvey of Calgary 


0 years. In between his farn- 

icipal affairs, serving as ti 
also secre- 
for etght 


vey; and 
ing at Yelvingside and Kelvington Hign 


Tessenger 


Glostershire, England in 
r England he farmed ; father and also drove a 
livery and delivered parcels. 
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When he came to Canada, he came to Cardale, Man. where he worked 
on a farm for a few years, than in I9I4 came to Fenwood, Sask. He 
farmed there and married Edith Benyestory, she was born in Grennel 
Towa, U.S.A. She had come to Fenwood with her parents. 


Their first daughter Mae, was born there and they moved to the 
Meadow Bank area when she was a year old. They had five daughters, 
Mae, Mrs. Seymour Leitch of Hendon, Ethel, Mrs. Paul Schuttz of 
Archerwill, Doris, Mrs..Bud Bridal of Wadena, Alice, Mrs. Wally 
Pidelak of Fairlight, Ida, Mrs, Wally Chubeck of Kuroki. 


In I946 Mrs. Messenger passed away. Jim then sold his farm and 
retired first in Wadena and then on Vancouver Island at Naniano. 


and Mrs. Jonas ‘Monson. 


Mr. and Mrs. Monson homesteaded the N.B.2 36- 36- 12. 


There were five children born to this union and all attended 
Duck Creek School. Katrina, Euphenia, Mary, Agata and Erhard (Richard) 


Richard passed away in the [070s and Agata had predeceased 
her brother. Agata was married to Albert Annett and for years lived 
in the Hendon District where they raised their family . Her husband 
has now retired and lives in Wadena. 


George Arthur Moore 
Alice Maude Moore, famil: 
Mary, Thomas, George & Leslie 
(twins) Lived on Section 15 


The family came from Eng= 
land, lived in Manitoba 
through the 1920's, then set- 
tled in Meadow Bank 1931 to 
1938, then returned to England 


The father's trade in England was a car mechanic, mother's 
maiden nane was Taylor, bot} Pnglist 


While in my teens, my three brothers were born. We lived 

on a small farm and in’the depression of the 1930s. My folks could 
not afford a hired girl, so I stayed hometo help my mother, so was 
not able to go out to work and earn money. My mother was in poor 
health for a while after the twin brothers were born. We lived in 
a two-roomed house, two small houses put together with a wide 
pareces between them, big enough for a small room, which my father 
built on. 


‘The lake ran through our land, } section, sone of our land 
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on one side of it and some on the other side. There was a lbt of bush 
on our land, My father used to chop down trees and bought a sawing 
outfit to saw the trees. The blocks of wood were sold. He also went 
places saving wood for people. The neighbors used to cone and help. 
My father had to chop down trees and clear and break the land so we 
could have more crop. 3y this time he was in ill health. I remember 
how the lake used to freeze deep. People came from miles around with 
ice saws to cut the ice into blocks and load it onto their sfeighs to 
take hone to melt it for soft water. 











One day a friend of ours, Jin Wright was cutting ice 
and fell with his arm on the saw. Tle cut his arn badl winter 
my father would go to the lake and chop a hole through ce so we 
could take the cows and horses down to di#ink. My father built a log 
barn which was quite warm. 


and slipped 









Ye used to walk a quarter of a mile to the mail box on the road 
allowance twice a week for,our nail. 





Meadow Bank Hall has many happy memories for “e, dances every 
three weeks, usially bridal showers, church services, eto. 
birthday was held there. 








By this tine, in 103), I net Glen Meade from Dengough, 
chewan. He had come north with 100 head of cattle. le worked 
Rancher, As it had veen a dried out year in the south, the ran 
Ed Hals sent his nephew and two hired hands with these cattle. 
wintered them on the } section to ours which velonged to a cate: 
buyer, named Ton Brewse. Glen never went ; oack to Bengough. 

















We were married in 193% and held our Wedding Dance in “ead 
Bank Hall. The Dynamite Five Band played for us. ey were lo 
boys who played for the dances, Thurlow Gowan, Layton Gowan, 


Gowan, Horace Newnan and Clarence Masecar , 











Submitted by Leslie Moore. 


The family name is Moore, my father's name was George Arthur 
and my mother's name was Alice Maud, but they are both deceased.My 
older sister is Mary Victoria Meade, u, brother is Thomas and my 
twin brother is George. George and { ‘ere born on October I9th, 193I 
at Wadena Hospital. We were baptized at the home of my parents at 
Meadow Bank, by Rev. A.W. Atkinson on November [6th 1932. 


Our house was situated on Sec. I, 2° Meadow Bank, but before 
coming to Canada my family lived in Hinchley, Leicestershire, which 
is an industrial town almost in the centre of England. My father 
worked as a car mechanic before going to Canada and my mothers family 
name was Taylor and they were both British subjects. 


Both my brothers and myself attended Duck Creek School and our 
teachers names were Miss Eskelson and the Headmaster was Mr. Bordson. 
I do not remember very much about our school days as I was only at 
school for a short time. I can remember a few of our classmates, 
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including Jamie, Shirley and Fraces Wright, the Prybelski family, 
Stuart and Jean Donald, Ruby and Amos Avery. My brothers and I atte- 
nded Meadow Bank Sunday School and our teacher was Rena Donald. 


In 1938 my father was not enjoying the best of health and we 
returned to England in October of that year. 


My wife Jean and I have two daughters and a son, I am employed 
in the hosiery trade which incorporates the manufacture of tights, 
socks, knitwear and underwear. The textile industry is the main trade 
in this area where I live. 


Submitted by George Moore. 
I was born in October in Wadena Saskatchewan. 


I left Canada for England in the sumer of 1939 on the ship 
Montrose. 


I went to Duck Creek school Meadow Bank and was taught by Miss 
Eskelson. 


Duck Creek School was a Wooden building with only one class- 
room. Different grades were seperated by sitting in certain rows of 
benches. There was one teacher who taught all grades and ages. I 
was at the school for about I8 months and in the winter dad would 
get us there by toboggan. 


Our house in Meadow Bank consisted of two wooden buildings 
connected by @ covered passage, One building was used as a bedroom 
and the other was used for living in. The house was situated at the 
edge of the lake, and one winter they towed it across the frozen 
water, but didn't tell us kids in case we wanted a day off from 
school to help. 


We had two horses, Buster who was lagy, and Nell. We also had 
a few cows and a dog. Buster died when he slipped in the stable and 
broke his leg. Dad dragged his body out and we used to pass the 
skeleton every day on the way to school. I remember that in the win- 
ter local people, and ourselves would get soft water by cutting 
chunks of ice from the lake and melting it down. 


I remember the dances that were held at Meadow Bank Hall bec- 
ause when they went on late the youngsters like me were put to bed 
in bunks in another room at the hall. Some nights we went home from 
the dances in a "Caboose? which was a caravan on ski's with a fire 
in the middle. 


I remember a man called Freddie Jones leaving an old engine in 
his back yard. He said he'd give me a dollar if I could start it. I 
never did. 


There was a playing field with gopher holes in it. We used to 


try to catch the gophers at playtime. Another game was swinging 
from the rafters in the barn where the horses were kept. 
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Submitted by Tom Moore. 


We lived on Section I5, At Meadow Bank. My father was a car 
mechanic 


I remember my classmates as being the Wright's, Avery's 
Prybelski's and Donald families. 


I was nine years old when I left the Meadow Bank area. I now 
live in England. 


Dan Morrison Family. 


Submitted by Ben Morrison. 


D.J.Morrison ( Dan ) homesteaded the N.E.t 16-36-12, in 1907. 
He sold this homestead to Mr. Linden in I9I2 and moved to Wadena. 
This land is now part of the present Linden farm at the east end 
of Harrison's Lake. 


The Morrison's came to Sask. from Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. 
Their forefathers came from Scotiand to Cape Breton about 1820. 
These people built their own sailing ships and crossed the Atlantic, 
duing a three month voyage. 


Mrs. Morrison's maiden name was Jessie McMillan. She had been 
educated as a school teacher but enjoyed book-keeping. Dan Morrison 
was a very able and versatile settler. His people were engaged in 
fishing, lumbering and to some extent in farming in Cape Breton. He 
was well aquainted with hard work in the east. 


On arriving on the homestead, he shouldered the logs about one- 
quarter mile to build the homestead house Shown in the picture below. 
His range of befitt- 
ing language was gr- 
eatly expanded while 
trying to operate a 
binder drawn by four 
oxen. However, the 
oxen were soon repl- 
aced by horses. 


Mrs. Morrison, 
being skilled in book 
keeping took care of 
the first Post Office 
at Meadow Bank. Mr. 
Heffren was the mail 
driver from Wadena to 
Kelvington. 


Mr. Morrison, Ben and Neil. 





152 _ 


Many a small grocery and tobacco order was placed with the mail 
driver who had a marvelous memory, It was not necessary to give Mr. 
Heffern a list of things to get, you just told him. He would bring 
it on his return from town. 


The Duck Creek School was built about 1909 and I think the first 
Meadow Bank picnic was also held in that year. This picnic was held 
on the N.W.2 I5- on the north side of Erickson's Lake. Of these two 
events the Picnic seemed to be the more important to me at age 7. 
The Duck Creek School was operated during the summer months, and all 
the pupils walked to school. We had a fine young man as the first 
teacher. I remember he taught us to add rapidly. Then Mrs. Scot Bran- 
scomb taught us how to draw trees, not like the trees at Meadow Bank, 
but like the trees that grew in Ontario from where she c 


Then there was a short little fellow, Mr. Sanger, who taught us 
to sing a hy "Oh God Our Help In Ages Past! However, when I landed 
in school in Wadena, at age 10, I was put in Grade IIi. I could do 
grade V arithmetic; ’but I was very poor in reading and spelli 


When I attended Duck Creek School, many of the students were 
Monsons. There was Richard, Mary, Agata, Euphima and Eckert, the 
strong boy. I remember Dolly Burge, a most conscientious student, 
who walked over two and a half miles to school rain or shine. 
iSixten, Linden and my brother Neil also attended part time. There 
were others whose names I can not recall. Of course we all took 
our lunch to school. We did not have anything to play with such as 
a ball. The girls stayed in a group by themselves while we boys did 
a lot of runing about the school yard. 


There was a well with a green pump on it in one corner of the 
school yard. The water was not fit to drink; but it was cold and 
good for squirting on one onother. The teacher used a school bell 
to call us in to that school room that always smelt like plaster- 
cine. We used slates for most of our work. It was expedient to 
keep scratching on that slate, silence was suspicious. 411 in all 
those days are pleasant to recall. 


According to the calender, 67 years have passed along in close 
procession since I attended Duck Creek School and walked dreaningly 
n the fields of Meadow Bank. During that period I have wandered 
far and studied hard, and now I am retired from the Sask. Research 
Concil. My work in science started at Meadow Bank in that log house 
before the age of 8 years, it sdems just like it was yesterday. 


Submitted by Neil Morrison. 


I was born in 1904, so it is a long time ago since I went to 
Duck Greek School. I have one brother Ben and one sister Eunice born 
in I9I0, Ben was born in 1902. 


My father was a carpenter also done blacksmithing on the home- 
stead, Mother had the Post Office in our home. 


Some of the experiences I recall going to school on the bush 
path and sometimes had to slow up to give a skunk time to get across. 
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Ben and I trapped muskrats on the lake alongside our home, got fourty 
rats the year we went to Wadena and got the big sum of I5¢ each. 


The farming was all done by Oxen, I remember the first ho: 
and buggy going by and the man look so contented and he was! whistling, 
Also the first car, every one would say we saw the car, it was driven 
by Herb Perice, Member of Parliment. So you would only see this 
around election time. I guess we must have had a dry spell as there 
was no roads built for cars then. 














T only went to Duck Creek school a couple of terms, I remember 
Mr, Sanger and Mrs.' Branscombe as my teachers, we then moved to 
Wadena in I913 as I went to a school on the N.W. corner of the school 
yard while the Red Brick school was under construction. 


I am now retired and living at Flin Flon. 


Mr. and Mrs. Nels Nelson 
Submitted by Martha Westerlund (Nelson) 


My fathers name was Nels Fritr8f Nelson, my mothers name Kristina, 
and we three children, Ingrid, Verner and aydelf. My parents cane fron 
Tarnaby Vesterbotten, Sweden. And were farmers,back in the 1920's 
the depression was also being felt in Sweden. So in order to support 
the family my father had to do hunting and trapping as a side line, 
besides farming. He shot fox and sold skins which were high priced 
then, sold our farm and made enough money to travel to Canada. 


We were the first family to leave Vesterbotten for Canada. On 
Iith of May 1928 we started out on our journey, we travelled via 
Liverpool on an Ocean Liner called the"Montcalm? It took us over a 
month to reach Canada, land of our hopes and dreams. We came to Win- 
nipeg and from there the Swedish Consulate sent us to Wadena, a 
Scandinavian settlement. Here Leonard Wreede met us at the station, 
and had arranged for us to live temporarily on the Beckman farm, 
opposite Ernest Lindstroms, for the remainder of the sumer and win- 
ter. Here we met the Lindstroms, Richard and Martin Norberg and 
father worked with them during harvest. He also helped to build the 
sidewalks in Wadena. 


We bought our first team of horses, and three cows at an auction 
sale in Clair. And in the spring of 1925 we bought and moved to our 
new home, five miles east and south of Hendon. Sec. 2- 36- 13, which 
my brother Verner farms. 


In the spring of 1929, I started going to Rotnum School. My 
first teacher was Charley Spencer. My first day at school was not a 
happy day, I can remember how I sat behind that big stove and cried. 
Because I’could not understand a word of English, but I learned that 
Edith and John Hanson spoke Swedish, also met Norweigan children 
like, Roy Rotnum, the Tweidt's, Scarmstad'’s and Ostlies. Mr. Spencer 
was very understanding and good to me. 
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Submitted by Verner Nelson. 


The reason why my parents left Sweden 
to make Canada their new home was due in no 
small part to the fact that the Canadian 
Embassy and companies such as the C.P.R. and 
C.N.R, wished to attract imigrants to Canada. 
And the benifits and opportunities of coming 
to Canada was greatly oxtolled through their 
brochures which was circulated in Sweden, as 
well as other European countries. Truly Canada 
is a land of opportunity, but had my parents 
known of all the other hardships to be faced 
in their new home land, it's doubtful if they 
would have inmigrated to Canada when they did. 
For example, I can recall my dad regretting 
the fact that he sold his Russian Wolf skin : 
fur coat for just a few crowns on his farm es * 
auction, prior to leaving for the new country, : ’ 
because he believed the climate in Canada was Mr. & Mrs. Nelson 
such that there was no need for fur coats. 


My mother also bemoaned the fact that she left a big new home 
( completed in 1927 ) and came to Canada, to live in a log house with 
no modern conveniences. So cold that in winter time the water left in 
the tea kettle over night would freeze. In 1928-29 Dad purchased S.8, 
2= 36- 13. for $1600.00 cash. A team of horses for 450.00, some 
cattle and a modest amount of farm machinery. All at reasonably 
high prices as times were still good. But with the first crop to be 
harvested, came also the "big crash". 


During the dirty thirties as some folks called it or the hungry 
thirties. It became more of a problem to survive each year. Rather 
than seize upon new and great opportunities of the new country. I 
have to admire their courage and determination to carry on, and also 
that of our neigbors, As the hardships of the great depression becane 
more apparent, $0 did the frienship ‘and closeness of the community 
grow. [t is something I feel that we miss now, when we reflect to the 
good old days. Sitting back, in my chair and reflecting on now and then 

find that then there was time to visit each other, no special invi- 
tation needed. Time for Sunday morning Church Worship, time for Sun 
day picnics and community ball games, weiner roasts, skating parties 
onthe ice of the local sloughs in late fall or early spring. But my 
dig problen was a poor band ne ‘down pair of skates. Now we all enjoy 
a fair share of modern conveniences that should make us all happy, 
but the time for all this is so hard to find. We're moving forward 
into an unknown future at such an accelerated rate of speed, that 
its hard to find time even for these reflections of our past. 


Now with regards to pictures; they were few and far between. 
And the ones that we have are very important to all of us. 


The years I spent at Rotnum school, I knew it would be too long 
a tale to include all the memories of the ten years spent there. T 
Shall however relate some of the good and had events that seems to 
gtand out, in my menory of those school, years. I started attending 
Rotnum school in the fall of 1931, I also remember how the older boys 
at school would get us younger boys to box against each other at 
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Ingrid (Linde) Nelson 


Ingrid was the eldest child of Nels and Kristina Nelson 
coming with her parents, brother and sister to Canada from 
Tarnaby, Vesterbatten, Sweden whereshe had already entered 
school. 


In 1920 the family settled on Sec 2 -.36- 13, now farmed 
by brother Verner. 


In 1940 she married a local chap, Chris Hagen, who had come 
from Norway. They settled on SWi - 1 - 36 - 13 (presently owned 
by Frank Gutek) and later moved to Hendon where they operated a 
cafe. 


Two children were born, a daughter Ellen and a son Maurice. 


Chris passed away as the result of an accident while working 
for the Pool construction. 


Ellen became a registered nurse and married Linus Westberg 
of Yorkton, who works with C.K,0.S. television station. They 
have three children. Maurice is married, has two daughters and 


works as contract foreman in N.W.T. 





Ingrid is presently Mrs. Archie Linde and they make their home 
on the farm between Hendon and Wadena. 


She is an avid plant lover and their yard in summer with 
the flowers in bloom, is a real pretty spot. 





Left; Mr.and Mrs. Bob Gowan 


Above; Stuart Donald on his 
pony "Dick! 
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recess time. A circle was scratched in the dusty ground behind the 
school and two of us at i time would step inside the circle and bare 
fisted slug it out. The one being first forced outside the circle 
was the looser. I invariably ended up with a bloody nose before 
recess was over. 


Some years later I was on the Rotnum ball team and I'm certain 
each of us on the team felt .a certain amount of pride and satisfaction 
for each game won against teas fron neighboring schools. The games 
were usually played on Fridays after last recess. To me this was a 
welcome break in school routine, either going away to play other 
country schools or getting ready for their expected arrival at our 
school. Also in the early.thirties the R.M.'s paid a bounty of one 
cent per gopher tail, later-it-was dropped to 4 a cent per tail. So 
that catching gophers either by snaring or drowning , in or adjacent 
to the school grounds became-part of our scnooi activities, (especially 
for us boys), during recess and noon lunch hour. 


Snow ball and our style of fast ball (rfore like Zirepesn soccer) 
was our main sports activity during the winter months. This aiso sone- 
times resulted in bloody noses and the occasional fights. 


Christmas and the school Christmas Concert was also something 
we practised hard for, and looked forward to. The night of the concert 
was real exciting because then my parents and most everyone in the 
surrounding area would be there, they would listen to our singing, 
dialogues and recitations. Sometimes the unexpected would also happen 
such as the time when Mr, Davies was program chairman and backed his 
chair off the stage and fell into the audiance below stage, much to 
our merriment. Luckily he wasn't hurt .0r hurt anyone else either. 


The first year Tattended school at Rotnum I walked to school, 


a distance of about three miles. In the winters when the weather 
was real cold or stormy, I stayed home unless dad had time to take 
me to school. Asa result, I missed a lot of school. But later when 
dad thought I was big enough, he bought me a school pony. He must 
have got this pony from a circus; because that pony made a clown out 
gf me. I never did see Matt (the pony) afraid when prairie chickens 
flew up in front of him while grazing in the pasture, bub let a 
small chickadees fly up from the roadside ditch when { rode him, and 
that horse would jump straight sideways; thereby parting company 
with me. Then Matt would turn quickly about and head back home on a 
dead gallop. I never did have a saddle for Matt but I did see hin 
pull the same stunt on an experienced rider. I finally solved that 
problem by getting a second hand bike or was it third hand? Any 

way it did have two wheels and handle bars. Twelve dollars I paid 
for that bike, so there went my gopher tail money, and the money 
realized from'a half dogen weasel skins from the previous winter. 
That fall I got Dad to make me a pair of skis and from then on 

that became my winter mode of travel to and from school. 

Trapping weasels during the early winter months on my way to 
school became a way of making some extra cash for myself. My neigh- 
boring school chun also started to do a bit of weasel trapping while 
skiing to and from schodl. Early that spring he discovered a real 
live skunk den, Prime skunk pelts at that time could bring anywhere 
from $1.00 to $2.50 each. But, also after we had trapped our second 
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skunk and arrived at school that morning, we were told by our teache: 
to leave skunks alone during the school week. 





I never did receive a strapping during alh the years I attended 
school at Rotnum. I did however, stay in after school for almost a 
whole month, after taking part in a toilet tipping exercise with 
our teacher in it. It was taboo for a teacher to smoke during school 
hours. So this teacher used the boys toilet to have his smoke. It 
Was on one such occasion that us older boys decided to tip the toilet 
with the teacher inside it. We never attempted that stunt again nor 
did he use the toilet for a smoker. There are many other incidents I 
could relate, but all in all I owe a sincere thank you to all ny 
teachers who worked so hard for our education. There was times when 
one teacher had over 35 students from grade 1 to 9 or 10, and I must 
say the teachers did an admirable job. I must also mention Miss 
Margaret Davis who taught Sunday School for a while at Rotnum. 


The Jacob Ostlie Family 


Jacoy Ostlie was 
born in 1873 at Cler- 
mont, Towa and Carol- 
ine Knudson was ‘orn 
at Redwing, Minnesota 
in 1872. They were 
married in 1894 and 
had eleven children. 

The family immigrated 

to Canada in the spring 
of 1920 from Northwood, 
North Dakota, settling 
first at Theodore, Sask- 
atchewan where five 
brothers attended school. 
They later ngved to 
pringside, Saskatchewan 
where four brothers attend- - pervect Scene on the Ostlie 
ed the Beaverdale School. arm in 9A 





The next move was to Hendon in 1926, where a farm was purchased 
on the E 4 of Section 23, Twp. 36, R. 13'W 2 M. While clearing land 
the family resided on the Curry place. During this time Martin attend. 
ed the Victoria Park school until a move was made to the Holstein home 
and he then went to the Rotnum school. In 1929 they moved to their 
farm where they ;built a home. Glen started school then, attending 
the Rotnum School along with Martin. 





The teacher in 1928 was Charles Spencer who was followed by 
Miss Campbell. After her term was completed Mr. Spencer returned to 
Rotnum. “Then Miss Bryant taught followed by Miss Evelyn Dahlshaug, 
Mr. Earl Leach and Miss Mabel Linstrom. 


Gradually the family left home for other parts of the country. 
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Caroline passed away in 1948 and Jacob in 1954. Oliver passed 

away at Hendon in 1927. Myrtle was killed by a hit and run driver 
while vacationing in California in 1971. Edith married Fred Burns 
of Springside, Saskatchewan and is now a widow living in Seattle, 
Washington. they have one son, Robert, Cora, who married Charles 
Walker of Peterborough, Ontario is also a widow and lives in Canoga 
Park, California. Annard married Grace MacAvoy of Seattle and they 
have two children, Charles and Catherine. Russell married Emma 
Hyldahl of Seattle and have one son, Russell Junior. Martin mar- 
ried Sylvia Hanson of Duluth, Minnesota. Martin is now a widower 
and lives in Seattle. The twins, Kenneth and Joseph passed away in 
{962 and 1975 respectively. Glen married Florence Backlund. They 
have two children, Gerald and Gwen. Glen and Florence live on the 
home place at Hendon. 


The Glen Ostlie 


Glen Ostlie (Norwegian), Florence Backlund (Swedish) from 
Harrow school district west of Hendon. Glens teachers while 
attending Rotnym school were Miss.Dalshaug, Miss Bryant, Charles 
Spencer, Mabel Lindstron, Don Leitch. Classmates were Sam Tweidt, 
Hans Peterson, Stanley Larson, Ethel Schau, Martha Nelson, Sammie 

vans « 


Mr.and Mrs. Glenn Ostlie live on their farm Ed 23, 36, 13. 
Besides farming, Glenn has worked at the Wadena Auction Market and 
also with the Bridge Crew (Department of Highways) during winter 
months. Florence was a member of the staff lunch counter for eleven 
years at the Wadena Auction Market. 


Gerald is married to Caroline Shewchuk from MacNutt, Saskatche- 
wan. They reside at Leross where Gerald is Supervisor of Highways. 
Caroline is the Lab Technologist at St. Joseph's Hospital at Lestock. 


Gerald attended public school at Rotnum. Teachers were Mrs. Frank 
Gutek and Don Leitch. Classmates were Donna Tweidt and Darold 
Lleepart. He graduated from Wadena Composite High School, then worked 
with the Department of Highways at Wadena and Kuroki. The office 
is at Elfros where he worked prior to moving to Leross. 


Gerald, being musically inclined has played with various bands and 
for the past thirteen years as lead guitarist with the "Garnet" 
orchestra. 


Gwendolyn Ostlie 


Gwendolyn attended Rotnum School, Wadena High School and gradua- 


ted in 1967. She worked as a bookkeeper at the Wadena Co-op for 24 
years. She married Don Stroshein from Wadena in 1969. 


They lived in Calgary for one year where she took training as a 
Hospital Assistant. Don started work with Saskatchewan Pool in 1971. 
They lived in Jedburgh where she worked at the hospital in Theodore. 
za 397 they moved to Marshall, Saskatchewan and she worked at Roblin, 

itoba. 


In 1976 our gon, Doron was born. In 1978 we moved to Saltcoats 
where we now reside. 
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Dorothy Otter 


Dorothy Otter was the eldest daughter of Willie and Christi: 
Otter. She attended Rotnum School for a short while in 1928 while 
living with Grandma and Grandpa Otter on the farm now onwed by Ron 
Gutek. 





Mr. & Mra. Wm Otter 


Mr. & Mrs. Otter were both born and raised in England and they 
had operated a hotel then, prior to coming to Canada. Because of 
Mr, Otter's illness, the doctor thought the climate would be better 
for his health than the dampness of the English climate. Mr. Otter 
had a family of five children by his first marriage, Florrie, Rose, 
Mae, Violet (Mrs. Joe Brice) Willie. He later married Annie Richards 
and she with her husband and his family came to Canada and the 
Wallace district in the Yorkton area in 1903. They later moved to 
the Meadow Bank district where they farmed the NW % 20-36-12. Upon 
retirement, they moved to Kelvington where they lived until Mrs. 
Otter passed away in 1929. Mr. Otter then went to live with his 
daughter, Mrs. Joe Brice until his passing. 





Me. & Mrs. Wm Otter, 
Sam, Albert and Mrs: 
Tanceley 





The Parish Family 


Richard and Amy Parish came to Canada in 1911 and arrived in 
Regina. They spent the early part of their years in the Leask 
Yorkton districts working for various farmers. To this union there 
were four children, Richard & Thomas who were born in England and 
Albert (Bert) and Phyllis who were born in Saskatchewan. 


In 1921 the Parish's moved to the family homestead in the 
Lintlaw area. In the early days Mr. Parish and his eldest son, 
Richard used to come to the Kelvington area to thresh. On many 
occasions they threshed with the Robert Gowans. Wages were very 
poor and the work was hard. Mrs. Parish used to stay on the homé- 
stead with the reat of the family where there was cattle and other 
chores to do. 


In 1928 the family moved from Lintlaw to the Duck Creek district 
and lived on the former Jack Gowan place. The two youngest children, 
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Bert and Phyllis attended Duck Creek School. 


Phyllis (Parish) Little remembers quite well when she went to 
Duck Creek school and Olive Ekman, a school chum invited her to come 
to her house and stay over night.’ When they got to the Ekman hone, 
Olive's parents where not home, and Olive and I decided to bake a 
cake. We selected our favorite recipe - a coffee cake. We followed 
the recipe very well, until it called for one cup of coffee. We used 
one cup of ground coffee. How delighted we were to have followed the 
recipe so well. But we were digusted to see the cake, it was just 
like cement. What pleasant memories. 


They lived in the Duck Creek district for thirteen years, and 
then made a final move in 1941 to the quarter that their third son, 
Bert now operates. Mrs. Parish raised extra money, selling eggs, 
chickens and cream. A record that has been kept by her daughter 
Phyllis, registered four dosen eggs were sold for .50¢, two chickens 
for $1.32 and a turkey sold for $2.40. In 1942 they s0ld 50 bushels 
of wheat for $19.00 and five gallons brought $5.32. A gallon of coal 
was . 


Mr. Parish passed away in 1951 at the age of 71 years. Shortly 
after the death of her husband, Mrs. Parish moved her house into the 


yard of her daughter, Phyllis little. She spent 16 years there until 
her death in uy 1967. 


Left_to Right - Dick 
and Lorraine, Mr. and 
Mrs. Parish, Tom 

Evelyn, Mr. '& Mrs. 
Erickson, Bert and Doris, 
Bill Clarkson 


Richard Parish Junior is retired and he and his wife reside in 
Tuffnell, Saskatchewan. They have two children, George of Estevan 
and Sandra (Mrs. Sandra Andronowich) of Wadena. 


Tom Parish and his wife, Evelyn (Erickson) reside on a farm 
northeast of Wadena. Three girls were born to this union, Linda 
(Mrs. Doug Schnieder) of Martinsville, Darlene (Mrs. Pat Santo) of 
Prince Albert and Lila at home. 


(Albert (Bert) Parish and his wife, Doris (Erickson) live in 
Hendon. They have one son, Albert who farms the former Lytle farm. 


Phyllis Parish (Little) and her husband, Jim are retired on 
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their farm in the Wolverton district. They have two sons and two 
daughters ,Don of Regina, Bob of Wadena who operates his parents! 
farm, Sharon of Regina and Shirley of Humboldt. They now have six 
grandchildren. 


Submitted by Carlene Sevilla Peters 


Father Carl Phillip Peters (now deceased), mother Svea 
Margareta Peters born 1936 in Regina, Saskatchewan at the Grey Nuns 
Hospital. I lived with my parents on the farm until I was nearly 8 
years of age, then started grade 2 after spending lst year in Rotnun. 
I remember living close to Willie Mack's place! I can recall going 
to school all wrapped up in a tobaggan with our old horse, Minnie, 
faithfully plodding her way to school without me even guiding her. 
To this day I don't understand how that horse did it on her ownt I 
remember going to school with Louise and Sigfreid Mack, in a two- 

wheeled cart. I also remember that they had good sandwiches made 
from goose liver and sausage. In fact I can still taste it. Mrs. 
Mack was marvelous, especially her bread and the things she made for 
me to eat. However, I remember,an incident very vividly when my 
brother (age about oné and’I, 3) were staying with the Macks for a 
few days. I thought we had had enough time there and decided that 
we would walk home, that I knew the way home. So I took the only 
important possession we had with us, the pee pot, and started on 
our way home. When Mrs. Mack found’us not far from the house, and 
took us back to the house, I sure didn't like it. 


I remember vividly getting up one moonlit night, and going in 
a tobaggan to the Wallmans’. I thought that was the greatest adven- 
ture I ever had. The earliest recollection I had was when we lived 
in a cabin on the Peters' place (before dad bought the big house) 
and a terrible rainstorm came up. Lightning flashed and dad and I 
were watching this flash and he seemed very concerned as he said, "I 
think it hit the Bull". Sure enough it had. 


My growing up history includes grade 3 at Foam Lake, grade 4 at 
Wilcox, Sat Langs grade 6, 7, and @-at foam Lake. Grade 9, 10 and 
11 at Luther College in Regina, then on to Calgary to become a 
certified Nurse Aide, then to Los Angeles where I have been ever 
since. I eventually went back to school and became an R.N. working 
continuously , At Good Samaritan Hospital in Los Angeles and also 
obtained a Bachelors Degree in Nursing.at one of our most elite 
colleges Mr, St. Mary's College. That was in 1975 and I was appoint- 
ed Nursing Supervisor, evening Administrator of our hospital and en- 
joy the challenges of the positon. I will be:retiring from this 
position after 15 years service, at the ripe old age of 45 with plans 
to go into my own busiress in Colorado Springs, Colorado by 1981. 


The Carl Peters Story as written by Carl Peters Junior 


Carl Phillip Peters was born in Holmes County, Ohio, U.S.A. 
October 30th, 1689. He was the 2nd youngest in a fanily $f six 
children. Carl was only 10 years old when he lost his father sud- 
denly from heart disease. All the family had to pull together and 
work on their small Ohio farm. Schooling was often secondary in 
importance as food and clothing were not easy to come by in those 
early years. Thus, the older ones often took small jobs and brought 





162 


money home to be used for necessities. When Carl was 13 years old, 
his mother and other members of the family decided to make a new 
farm home in Oklahoma. Their dreams of establishing a new life were 
shattered when they soon discovered the land they had purchased was 
dried out and useless for crops or garden. Their investmant had to 
be abandoned and they returned to Ohio again. 


Canada and the United States were in an era of discovery and 
expansion. Carl and om of his older brothers headed west in search 
They ended up in Canada, employed by the 
Canadian Bridge Company at Edmonton. His duties ranged from Cook's 
helper to rivet carrier and during the following 5 years of employ- 
ment he helped to build the steel bridge across the North Saskatchewan 
River at Edmonton and another big bridge at Prince George, British 
Columbia. Carl was saving his money and planning for the day when 
he would have a farm of his own. 


Carl had heard of homesteads in Saskatchewan becoming available 
and decided to move to a place called Wadena. A land representative 
told him that land was fertile for, cropping and selling at reason- 

able prices. One cool spring day in 1918, Carl stood on the Wadena 
railway platform with all his belongings and he could hardly wait to 


see and work the land he purchased from a homesteader by the name of 
Reed. Some hours later and sixteen winding miles further north, he 
got to a clearing on a knall. There was a small sod covered shack 
and a poorly constructed barn ther. The roof leaked when the rain 
Poured end was cold during the coldest part of the winter, but it was 
is and that was the important thing. 


From here on it was toil from early morning to dusk; summer heat 
and mosquitoes and the bitter cold of January were difficult to bear, 
but somehow, he felt deep down inside that this good earth with all 
it's drawbacks, would be fruitful and rewarding if he persisted and 
had faith in what he was doing. And so it was - the will to work very 
hard, a good tean of horses, some simple implements was all that was 
needed in those early years. A wagon in the summer and a sleigh for 
winter and later on, a pony to cover the miles for a quick visit. (The 
Pony was called Teddy). As the tines inproved a bugey for sunner and 
a cutter for winter, with a set of brass bells to adda touch of joy in 
the frosty air. 


Perhaps the most common luxury of the those days was the battery: 
radio and who can every forget the exciting boxing matches with the 
Brown Bomber" - Joe Louis always coming out of the ring victorious. 
Then ther is Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy along with Amos N-Andy 
for laughs galore. No one will ever forget the "Happy Gang". I would 
say the Eatons catalogue, second to the Holy Bible, was the most read 
book of that era and wken the catalogue was old and worn, it still 
served a very special purpose to all the family members, 


Other people settled in the area and the closest neighbors in- 
cluded the Big Swede to the north, Mr. Leonard Naff and his family of 

' pretty girls. The Wallman family of boys, where musical talent and 
Singing added a bright touch to the parties and local dances. The 
Willian Harrison family and the Willie Mack family were always will- 
ing to lend a helping hand during anyone's time of need and the 
ladies cooking was hard to beat. 


Then there was the Jay Garrison and family, good stock from 
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Missouri, U.S.A. who kept his southern drawl all through his life. 
His buggy and sorrel mare were never to be parted and remained to be 
a mode of reliable transportation for Jay, till both buggy and hor: 
became too old and worn out. Carl mentioned many times about Mrs. 
Weeklund's fresh bread that tasted excellent. Other neighbors also 
added to the community and its affairs. 





Threshing tine was a prine example of neighborly cooperation and 
participation. The old belt driven separator was ofgem:kept humming 
till late at night. Field pitcher's arms ached and the teams often 
balked for another load of bundles when the days were stretched out. 


The barber is Carl and the victim 
is John Weeklund. 


The Sunday afternoon haircut per- 
formance. Carl claims it was a fair 
cut, rather uneven and would consi- 
der it 1/2 crop grown on a Swede — 
John Weeklund. 


Every straw and grain kernel 
was handled by muscle, three times 
before the straw pile and at least 
four times after the straw pile. It 
is little wonder, then why the 
shoulders and backs of our fore- 
fathers were well rounded and their 
hands stiffened from long periods of 
over use. Today, who would think of 
hauling grain in’a 100 bushel sleigh 
box, 16 miles to Wadena with 2 teams 
all’frosted up on a cold winters day. 
Carl was gone by 6 a.m. with a load, headed for Wadena, unloaded by 
noon and after sone groceries and supplies obtained, headed back 
home again. Tt was late that night when finally the team were un- 
harnessed and all the chores done. 





The railway was soon to come to Hendon in 1923 and some farmers 
even got trucks later on. It certainly was a lot closer to deliver 
the grain and market livestock and get your groceries and farm supplies. 


THE COYOTE CHASE - Carl loved riding horse back and one of his most 
exciting winter sports was chasing coyotes. On one such ocassion, 
Carl had started a coyote and was closing in on the tired animal.’ The 
weapon he used was a ten- foot stick. When he was about to jump the 
fence the stick caught and the end hit him in the face, tearing a hole 
in his cheek. He realiged the gash in his face was in need of immed- 
fate attention and the coyote was forgotten. He held his arm over his 
cheek and headed for the nearest neighbor, Mr. Jay Garrison, and with 
his help went over to Mr. William Harrisons' . When he got to the 
house, he persuaded Mr. Harrison to try and stitch up the hole in his 
cheek. 
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This incident however, did not deter Carl from chasing coyotes, 
this time, with the use of a .22 calibre rifle instead of a long 
stick. The purchase of long legged wolf hounds made the pursuit of 
coyotes more fashionable in later years. 


It wasn't long before Carl had a small herd of cattle as he got 
great satisfaction yorking with aninals. The spruce lunber for. a 
Found roofed barn 36 x 100 with a lean to of 1h feet was logged at 
Stromberg's mill at Greenwater. The carpenter contracted at$325.00 
6 bulld this barn. All the cement was mixed by hand using a garden 
hoe. Many barn dances were enjoyed in the big loft and one of the 
orchestras included the "Dynamite Five". Local musical talent was 
also used for dances. The house was moved in from another district 
and was formerly the Good Temperance Hall, situated on the N.W.% 
28- 35- 13. After remodeling there was room for } dozen hired men 
upstairs and a crew of 12 to 18 men could easily sit at the long 
kitchen table. This grand house hosted many house parties and good 
times with plenty of dancing room for all who came. 


Nearly fifteen years went by since Carl moved to the farm and 

built up his enterprize. A bachelor's life is sometimes lonely and 
one day Carl thought to himself, "Life must have more to it than 
working and living alone? Soon’he found himself romantically invo- 
Uived and in love with Margret Dunn, who had two children, Melvin and 
Monty, by a previous marriage. They were narried in, 1936 and together 
that made the farm life pleasant and brought into this world a daughter 
Carlene Sevilla and a son Carl Philip Jr. 


Carl was making a success of his mixed farming enterprize in the 
Rotnun district, but felt he needed more pasture for his expanding 
herd of cattle. He found such a place near Margo where hudreds of 
acres of virgin prairie grass lay between several small lakes. He 
decided this would be the ideal place for his livestock and sold his 
Hendon farm in 1949 to settle in the Margo district, where he ranched 
for 15 years until retirement, at the age of 73. 


Carl Phillip Peters died on February 16, 1976 at the age of 86 
and was laid to rest ina fanily plot cemetary, Winesburg, Ohio. 
Those who knew him will remenber him for his enthusiastic attitude 
towards his labours and friendliness to neighbors. 


The Good Lord will surely Bless our pioneers for their part 
in making this a better country for future generations. 


School Days at Rotnum - I remember Rotnum School as my biggest 
educational institution in the 40's and the school house was the 
scene of many grand affairs. Christmas concerts, complete with a 
local Santa Claus; Hallowe'en dances and other festive events, as 
the community found it necessary. I felt myself lucky to have a to- 
boggan in the winter. Sam Wallman built it and I could sit down and 
it-had sides and storage compartment in the front for lunch, etc. 


At a very early age received a black shetland mare as a birthday 


present which Bill Prouse and Russel Keller (our hired men) broke to 
ride. I recall that in many instances this little pony trotted 
home ahead of me as she was prone to bolting sideways and leaving 
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me on the ground. This same little shetland driginally came from 
the Jesse Mahlum farm and remained my trail partner until I was too 
old and big to ride her. She proved to be exceptional in speed and 
endurance and was top runner at the Annual Foam Lake Fair for a good 
number of years. 


Many other kids came to Rotnum school like I did and still others 
had bikes, pony carts or.walked in the summer. An exciting incident 
tool place one winter, when the Willie Mack family, Sigfred, Louise 
and Bernice, came to school in a caboose. It seems that some boys 
had been smoking in the caboose during recess and after recess a fire 
had started smoehow. Leo Mahlum had left the school room for an_un- 
disclosed place and came back yelling at the top of his voice "FIRE - 
FIRE". Everyone ran out of the school and it took all the water in 
the school and snow from all directions to douce the flaming struct 
ure. A charred frame structure on runners, pulled by a suspicious 
pony, was all that the Macks had to go home that day. 


Let's not forget the. school Pishiee Hed Fela days oF yenten: 
year. One doesn't see home made lemonade (from real lemons) and hand 
made ice cream any more. 


Class studies under the carraganna bushes, nature hikes and 
the soft ball games in the school yard shall not be forgotten. Do 
they still drown gophers in the spring like we used to. Even the 
girls could join in this exciting event - ~ the equipment was two 
or more kids, clubs and pails for hauling water and of course, un- 
fortunate gophers. 


One teacher stands out in my memory, "Miss Lovdahi". I was in 
about grade two or three at that time. { thought her being very 
pretty and so did some other eligible gentlemen who were a lot older 
than I. My classmates were of German, llorwegian, Swedish, Irish, 
Scotch and other nationalities, but we all got along very well. 
Every one envied Keith Harrison with his high stepping saddle horse. 


Reflection of the Past - The younger generation find it hard to com- 
prehend or even realize the sacrifices and hardships endured by ano- 
ther generation almost all of whom, are buried now. The long days 
and weeks of brow sweating toil just to grow a few acres of grain. 
Would anyone think of stooking wheat today? Could we be brave enough 
to clear land by hand today? ‘The women of those days had burdens 
that ‘are not carried today, The garden, farn chores, cooking and 
washing plus a major role in raising family which was all done with- 
out conveniences. Let us not forget and let fis appreciate the sac- 
rifices and hardships endured by our grandparents and parents during 
those harsh years, They were true pioneers and we are now enjoying 
the fruits of their labours. 


Melvin Everett Dunn and Monte Blue Dunn attended Rotnum School. 
They are the sons of Irs. Carl Peters. 


Melvin has retired from the U.S. Air Forve. His title is It. Col. 
of Strategic Air Command and he lives in Carrolton, Texas. Monte has 
a flyin service and training school for future pilots at Wadena, Minnes- 
Sta, U.S.A. where he now resides. 
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Submitted by Mrs. Elisabeth Petersen 


Quite a few years have gone by 
when we came over to this promised 
‘land where it was supposed to be 
milk and honey" flowing at all 
times. I have to admit it was 
healthy air, with no high chin- 
neys or factories palluting the 
air, The soil, what a pleasure 
to let. it ripple through your 
fingers and knewing what could be 
growing in the soil. 


We weve working at Carl Peters 
at that time. Father had gone over 
to this promised land a few months 
earlier. I followed with my five 
adopted children and one of our own 
just a few months later in the fall. 


So the first_year I planted a 
large garden, as I alwayg did in the 
old country.” My tomatoes all pruned 
and full of fruit. Nobody had ever 
seen anything like this. | Everything 
grew like ‘wild in that soil, then 
one evening Carl Peters came home from the bush camp and told me it 


would freege that night or towards morning. So I gathered all the 


blankets that were available, etc. to cover everything. No doubt in 
ny mind that the frost could not get thru that; what a disappointment 
that in spite of all my effort, everything was black. Can you 
inagine how many tears T shed that morning? After all, T had a large 
family to feed. 


No stores for miles around and neither money *° buy anything, 
but as the saying goes, "a poor person ;that doesn't know how to 
help herself. At least I found an old coffee grinder so I could 
grind enough wheat for a loaf of bread. For the necessary meat there 
were plenty of wild rabbits. It wasn't all "peaches and crean", but 
a good old cornstarch pudding still tastes godd to me, a good pie- 
crust I haven't been able to make to this day. 


Margaret, Hans and Andrew all attended Rotnum school. Later on 
we bought a $ section of land along the railroad track, used an old 
granary as our bedroom in which we had built bunkbeds, two on top 
of each other. During the summer we built a six-room house. There 
we lived until we retired into Saskatoon. 


I still live here and look after my half acre of garden and 
enjoy every minute of it. 








Back row; Lloyd Nelson teacher, Judy 
Tweidt, Bradley Scramstad, Calvin 
Tweidt, Lowell Tweidt. Center rows 
Larry Tweidt, Darrell Tweidt, Debbie 
Scramstad, Kathy Tweidt, Cheryl Tweidt, 
Front row; Malcolm Tweidt, Caroline 
Qweidt, Ricky Tweidt, missing is 
Beverly Leitch. 


Skating on Meadow Bank 





Meadow Bank kitchen 





Meadow Bank Ladies sid 
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Mr. and Mrs. Metro Prybylski 


Metro immigrated from the Ukraine to Canada with his parents 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Prybylski in the year 1897, at the age of ten 
years. They homesteaded in the Beaver Dale district of Sask. He was 
one of the first settlers there. While still quite a young lad, Mr. 
Prybylski worked in the fields along with his father, driving oxen. 


In I9I0 Metro met Annie Danesowich, who had come to Canada 
from the Ukraine with some freinds, working for different people 
in the area. That fall they were married. Mr. Prybylski bought land 
in the Jedburgh district, built a log house and other building and 
took his bride to this home. 


They were blessed with seven children, all born on the farm 
with father and a midwife in attendance. 


Mr. Prybyliski served as a trustee of the local school in this 
area fora number of years. In 1928 he sold the homestead and taking 
his family, moved to the Yorkton area. This was about the beginning 
gf the dry’years and the crop failures which forced another move in 

932. 


That year he came to the Meadow Bank- Duck Creek ditrict and 
purchased the J.C.Miller farm. In spite of the hard tines we alvays 
had lots to eat and lots to wear. Mother always saw that we that we 
had a big garden and cows to milk . 


Five of the children attended Duck Creek School, Mary, Stella 
Steve, Peter and Dennis. We all enjoyed going to the dances at the 
Meadow Bank Hall with the Dynamite Five supplying the music. 
There were also ball games, 
picnics and other activities § 
as well. Cristmas Concerts ia 
were held and Meadow Bank 
Hall was always filled to 7 
capacity, making it hard for = 
Santa to get in with his bag — 
of goodies. 


Left; 
The Prybylski Family 
taken in 1938. 
Annie; Mrs. Everett Thorell of Calgary, she passed away in 1964. 
Her daughter, Beverly, lives in Florida. 


Fred and his wife Anne live in Kelvington. They have three girls, 
Marcella Schhultz, Francis Ekstrom and Darlene Gillings. 


Mary, Mrs. Adrian Norberg, they live on the farm south of Wolverton 
The Norbergs have three children, Karen Brayshaw of Chiliwak, B.C. 
Chloe Linde of Calgary and son Peter, who with his wife Gail and three 
sons live in the same yard and do the farming. 


Stella is Mrs. Mike Bohychuk and they live in Wadena. Their two 
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daughters are Barbara Zalah and Theresa Matheson of Regina. 


Steve and his wife Shirley, with their two sons Gerald and 
Thomas live in Saskatoon. 


Peter was the quiet, un married, muscial one of the Prybylski 
family, who worked in the mines in Eastern Canada. He passed away 
in Vancouver in 1970, 


Dennis, the youngest, his wife Muriel and two children live 
in Calgary, were he works for city transit. 


In 1960, Mr. Prybylski sold his farm to John Minken and moved 
to Wadena where they retired. They took a very active part in the 
work of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. Metro passed away in March 
of 1976 and his dear wife followed him three weeks later, in April 
of that same year. 


Respectfully submitted by Mrs. Mary Norberg. 


Submitted by Steve Prybylski. 
I attended Duck Creek School in the years 1932 to 1938. 


I had a number of teachers during those years namely; Mona 
McKay, Eva Harrison, Martin Bordson and Amy Eskelson. 


After leaving school, I farmed with my parents until July 
1943. At which time I enlisted in the Armed Forces during World 
War IT. And served in Canada and the United Kingdom with the R.C.A.F. 
until my discharge in May 1946. 


After my discharge I continued to farm with my parents till 
1953 when I retired from farming 


Mr. and Mrs Oscar Rotnen 


Oscar Rotnem homestead 

] the S.E.2 -18-36-12. His 
brothe Rudolph’ homesteaded 
the S.W.2 ~18-36-12, 
Rotnum School was later 

| dulit in the 8.W.corner of 
this quarter, on a piece 
of land donated by fir. 
Rotnem. 


Rudolph passed sway in 


the great 
T9I9. 


Oscar was married to Miss 
Pohlman and they had three 
| children, Hagar, Clifford 
and Roy. 


u epidemic of 
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Father and sons farmed five quarters of land. In 1920, Oscar and 
family went to the United States and the Kidd Brothers rented the 
land until 1924 when Oscar returned to farm. 


The Rotnem family lived here until 1936, when they sold the 
farm and moved to Kenora, Ontario. 


Sanford. 


Submitted by Mildred Meachem (Sanford) 


I was born in Wadena, Sask. in I9I5. My mother passed away 
in I92T, we lived on the farm with my father until he passed away 
in 1929: I went to Willow Glen School and moved to Meadow Bank 
were I stayed with Mrs. Lancely and had a short time going to Duck 
Creek school. Then I moved to Aylsham Sask. and stayed with my Uncle 
and Aunt and attended the Dartmore school where I finished my school 
years. When I was old enough to go out, working, T went out to work. 
T met my fiance and was married Oct.4th, 1939. 


We lived on the farm in the Carrot River district, we had a son 
Melvin and a daughter Shirley, They are both married now. We have 
five grandchildren. My husband and I stayed on the farm until 1972 
and went out to work for the Pioneer Grain Construction. My husband 
did carpenter work and I cooked for the men for seven years. We 
moved to Nipawin Sask. in 1976 and plan to retire here. 


Mr. and Mrs. Otto Schau. 


Submitted by Ethel Partridge (Schau) 
and Elsie Morton (Schau) 


Schau was born in Nebraska, U.S.A. of German and Danish 
pargnts and cane to Sask. at the age of two. Mother was born in 
ringside, Sask. Her parents were English. 


Dad and Mother were farmers all their lives. They farmed at 
Theodore and Yorkton, before moving to the Duck Creek district in 
about 1930. 


Ethel and Esther attended Duck Creek School for approximetely 
one year. As it was quite a distance to go, we were given a horse 
to ride, but we didn't make it on time as the horse would stop and 
eat grass and we couldn't make it go. I don't remember the teachers 
but we went to school with the Donalds, Harry Linden, Evelyn Sunde, 
Margaret Cornish and Joyce McInnes. 


Dad moved to the Rotnum district and bought the same land as 
the school was situated on. He was making sure we lived close to 
School this time. The first teacher we had at school was a Miss. 
Bryant. Other students at the time were the Hansons, Tweidts, 
Seramstads, Ostlies, Garrisons and Evans family. 
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Mother tells a tale of Mac Scramstad. He asked if he could use 
the pump handle for a baseball bat. He was told yes, but he sawed off 
the handle to get it. That called fora meeting of school board memb- 
ers, ( of which his dad was a member ). He followed later and list- 
ened under the window. I don't know the veridct. 


Emily Sophia (Schau) Johnsey 


Emily Sophia Johmsey, was born April 6, 1980 one of four child- 
ren of Alfred and Ester Johmsey of Springside, Saskatchewan. It was 
here that she spent her childhood and youth, and here that she mar- 
ried. She was united in marriage with Otto George Schau on October 
20, 1920. They farmed there and in other locations before settling 
on’a farm East of Hendon in 1930. It was here they shared the work 
and pleasure of life until they moved into Wadena in 1956. Like all 
who adopt fhe farm life Emily worked hard through it all. She never 
lost her sense of humor nor her sharp interest in life and those she 
shared it with. 


During the last years, since moving to Wadena, she has been an 
avid participator in the fun and fellowship of the Drop-In Center, as 
well as an enthusiastic sports fan. Emily and Otto were awarded & 
plaque in 1978 as the "Fans of the Year" by the Wadena hockey tean. 


Emily and Otto also raised a strong and active family. Emily 
is survived by her husband Otto and all:but ome‘of their thirteen 
children. These include five sons, Norman of Tisdale, Saskatchewan 
Walter of Strathmore, Alberta, George of Medicine Hat, Alberta, Lloyd 
of Entwhistle, Alberta, and Ray of Churchbridge, Manitoba, and’seven 
daughters, Ethel, Mrs. George Partridge, of Vancouver, 3.C., Ester, 
Mrs. C. Kretsch, of Elbow, Saskatchewan, Elsie, Mrs. Morton of Wey 
burn, Saskatchewan, Irene, Mrs. A. Bushell, of Regina, Helen, Mrs. D. 
Williams, of Allan; Sask, Diane, irs. H. Moffat, of Arcola, Sask., 
and Arlene, Mrs. William Hleck of Campbell River, 3.C. She fs also 
survived by one brother, Albert, of Springside. ‘She was predec- 
eased by one daughter, Beatrice and two sisters, Alice and Rosey. 





Christina Schmidt 


Christina Schmidt came to the Duck Creek area in 1903. She 
was born in Yorkton, Saskatchewan October 9, 1891, of German parent- 
age. Her father, Henry Schmidt had been coachman to the well-to- 
do Schock family’in Germany and fell in love with the diminutive 
daughter, Rosina. The young couple eloped to Canada and after ;some 
years in the Yorkton area moved to Duck creek where their home soon 
became a rest stop between Wadena and other settlements. Barely five 
feet tall, black-haired, brown-eyed Rosina was an excellent cook 
and with her tall, kindly husband made friend and stranger welcome 
at the Schnidt howe. Their three children were Caroline, John and 

ristina. 


Christina's school years were few as herdlaw came in and it 
was her chore to herd the cattle on the sumer range. This was 
at the Duck Creek School. Any incidents we recalled were not 
farticularily happy ones; when one is tiny, tow-headed to the point 
SE Being waite and can speak only German, there is much to be 

sed about. 
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The Schmidt nome had a 20-foot long table which remained 
that length all the time to accommodate the many travellers and 
guests who stopped there. As the years passed it was not sur- 
prising that many of the lonely young bachelor-homesteaders 
turned up there for one of those fabulous home-cooked meals - 
and of course there were those two pretty narriageable daughters. 
‘There was a bit of humorous horse-play each time Jim Lindsay 
and Johnny MacLean were there. Each were very fond of the ~ 
outside crusts of bread, as were others also, so there was great 
rivalry for them, whoever reached his chair first being the most 
likely to have an end crust for supper. Jim developed the trick 
Of reaching over for, the crust as he filed by to his slace and 
would put it in his back pocket. Johnny, not to be outdone, 
would go behind Jim and pick it out of his pocket as he went by. 


Christina married John "Jock" Parker when 16; a boy, Wilbert 
Henry Barker, "Bud" as he became known, was born to them.’ Barker 
was killed in an accident and the young widow and baby returned 
to the parental home for a while; eventually marrying Jim 
lindsay. The children of this marriage were James Henry Malarbe 
Lindsay ("Prince"), Herselena Frances, Christina Elsie, (Teeney) 
Ida Louise, John Schmidt Lindsay, Robert Kenneth, Joseph Kay, 
Marion Rosina and Douglas Charles, nine in all. ‘Midwives used to 
deliver most babies in those days. Mrs. Feeney in Wadena was one 
who helped many including my mother. Marion Rosina was born at our 
Duck Creek home. Mrs. Bob Gowan helped while Cortes Gowan drove 
to Kelvington to get Dr. Stewart. John, Robert and Joseph were 
born in the then new Kelvington hospital. In fact, the "Kay" part 
of his name was after a fine nurse who worked there, a Miss Kay. 
Charlie was born in Wadena during a bitterly cold spell in January. 
Winnie Minky and myself travelled the 25 miles to get him in a 
caboose, a wooden box-like contraption, with a stove inside, built 
on sleighs. 


There had been a bliszard between. the time we went down to get 
Von and our return the roads were all drifted in with hard-packed 
snow, making it very difficult for the team to draw ;up their feet 
for the next lunge. Minnie helped the team with rein and voice and 
Thad to get out and hold up the rig every time it tilted at a 
dangerous angle, scared the stove would tip over and ignite the 
snow covered floor. 


Dur father, James Henry Lindsay was born in Toronto, Ontario 
on March 4, 1884 of ;a Scottish father (James Denali Lindsay) and 
a Spanish mother, Ida Louise (Malarbe) Lindsay. He worked in the 
family hotel, thé Bullshead Hotel on Queen St. West in Toronto 
and Timothy Batons when sixteen and came west to railroad in 1900 
at the age of 17. He homesteaded near Kelvington in 1905. 


Mr Mother was a fine horse-woman. Dad always used to say she 
had a "silken hand"on the rein and "could run like a deer". Uncle 
John said recently that she used to win all the ladies foot-races 
at the picnics. Tnis was a talent she passed on to several of her 
children, Herselena, Teeney, Ida and John and Marion in particlular. 
Her favourite horse was a tall bay mare with a white face named 
"Tootsie". She was a Hackney-Hamiltonian cross and so was strong 
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and fast, on one ocassion having to run the 25 miles to W. 
to get the Doctor to the Neil Macleod hone near Kelvingtone = 


Christina Schmidt 


The Duck Creek home was the 
SE quarter of Section 26 and in 
the spring the creek would flood 
making it necessary for us to 
cross by raft to milk the cows 
if they should happen to be 
caught on the other sidde. this 
would happen if the bridge went 
out during the day. One year Bob 
Gowan was helping clean grain and 
the fanning mill’was across the 
creek in a log granary and we must 
have a half dozen trips across 
that day with the water rising 
higher each time. On the last 
trip, with two pails full of milk 
fron’the evening milking, we got 
caught in the now swiftly moving 
current. It swept us downstream 
until we snagged into a heavy 
group of willows, the force of 
the current dangerously tipping 
the raft. Over went the milk 
of course, but I hung onto the 
willows and somehow, Bud poled 
us around the clump to where the creek broadened out and we got into 
shallow water and finally to safety. Bud was 12 or 13, I was 8 or 9 
and neither one of us could swim a stroke. 





Bud, Teeney and myself went to Duck Creek School in 1926 and '27 
and maybe part of '28 if my memory serves me well. Percy Heffern was 
our teacher for two years but a blonde woman with glasses took over 
in the fall our last year there before going to the newly opened 
Brand School. 


Some of our classmates were Van and Percy Gowan, Sam Lancely, 
Walter Messenger, Alma and Philip Drummond, our cousins, Irene and 
Dennis Schnidt, fena and Wilma and their brother (young Alex?) 
Donald, Ernest, Otto and Edith Koch and the Berg children. These 
last were Anna, Helga, three girls and Daniel. They spoke no 
English when they started and had a bit of a hard time. Daniel, not 
so much as the girls. 
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We used to run across Jack Lancely's field to school, 
about 1 miles or ride around the road by Koch's. Some time 
yetd go in there and play after school and then get a spank ~ 

ecause the many cows needed gathering 


ing when we got home 
and milking. 


Sometimes Teeney and I would double on Toots to schook 
and then I'd go alone to get the cows, She was blind in one 
eye and Dad thought this'may have distorted cars to her because 
she was very frightened of then. There were few in those days 
but whenever one did come along Toots would rear paw the air in 
a semi circle and when her feet hit the ground she was running 
all the way home or until the car turned off. Then we'd retrace 
our steps, sometimes it was quicker to walk! If we fell off it 
meant finding a rock or stump or the post of a near-by barbed 
wire fence. Many a staple was pulled out that way! 


Jack Drumnond lived only a mile away across the field so 
after we transferred to Brand School in '29 Alma and Douglas and 
this writer became fast friends, sharing an interest in horse~ 
back riding and art and ;foot races in which we often tied for 
first place. 


Witbert "Bud" Barker was born in 1913, Septenber 16. He was 
a boxing protege of Jack tart (Kelvington) ‘and played baseball 
with the Stubble Jumpers", a ball team in the 1930, 1933 era of 
the Kelvingside-Rosscommon area, composed of young farmers. They 
were pretty good too. Bud's close friends included Van Gowan, 
Andy Wurtz and Jim Wallman. Bud died at the age of 20 in 1933 
when gangrene set in his thigh after being gored by an Ayrshire 
hull. He was gored the night before an important match with 
Barney Macliamee. 


As we got older we used to go to the dances at Meadow Bank 
Hall. Admission was .15¢ for the men, ladies free but bring lunch. 
Later it was .25¢, lunch included. This was when the "Dynamite 
Five" provided the toe-tapping ‘music. The group changed over 
the years and became very popular, touring many of the towns in 
‘octhern Saskatchewan, but the original group was made up of Cort- 

end Layton Gowan on the violins, a Mr. Weaver (the leader) 
vu the piano, Horace Newnan on the druns and Thurlow Gowan who 
played guitar and several other instruments, They were very good 
and we'd dance every dance starting around 6P.!. and dance until 
the small hours of the morning. And it was the small hours, 2, 3, 

otclock. One night at a dance at Frank Doyle's we danced until 

asm. then drove home with the sun coming up in the frosty day 
winter day and went to school after milking the cows (the eyes 
"like two burnt holes in a blanket" as Dad used to say) And those 
were real dances, the polkas, waltzes, fast two-steps, square 
dances and schottisches, lots of action. 


Teeney developed appendicitis in lay 1934 and had to be taken 
to Wadena Hospital for the operation. It was the end of spring 
break-up and the roads were bad. Neil MacLeod had a car and 
kindly took time off from the field work to drive her there aut 
they got stuck in Naffts muskeg. It took four hours to get out 
and during that time her appendix broke, gangrene set in before 
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she could be operated and though she was a month in the hospital 
it idan't drain properly causing serious health problens. She 
never did regain the energy and health of formerly and a fine 
little person and good athlete was lost when she died in Vancou- 
ver at the age of 28, 


Ida idarried Wilfred Ewen and went to live in the Nobleville 
area. "Prince", John, Robert, Joseph, Marion, Charlie and Herse- 
lens all went to B.C.’to live. Prince went to the School for the 
Deaf in Winnipeg and Saskatoon. He too excelled in sports, es; 
ecially soft ball and hockey and was chosen for the young Gana 
(to Europe ) team in 1932/33, but because he was late in start- 
ing school and could only attend for 8 years the school would not 
give permissiom for him to go. 





Submitted by Dennis Schmidt 


My grandfather Henry Schmidt was born in Odessa, Russia in 
April 1863 of German parents, moved from there to Emérson, North 
Dakota in 1888. 


My grandmother also of German parents and born in Odessa 
followed soon after to become his bride. 


Their next move was to a homestead 20 miles north east (now 
Ryan) of Yorkton, M.W.T. where my Dad, John was born on Decenber 
23, 1892. 


On Novenber 4, 1902 Henry Schmidt, his wife and one son, 
John, two daughters, Carrie and Christie along with the Joseph 
Walmans and their two sons, Dan Wartz and his father, Jacob 
came to take up homesteads along Duck Creek. 


There was a Hudson Bay post about 14 miles north of Henry 
Schmidt's homestead on NE } 26 36 and 3 established ranchers 
in the area, Ab McPherson north west at McPherson lake, Joseph 
Socold on the Pipestone Creek straight north, and Pete Prowse 
where Kelvington now stands. 


The only source of provisions were Wadena and the Hudson 
Bay post, so enterprising Pete Prowse decided to do some- 
thing about it ahd started to bring in supplies from Sheho 
to help out the new settlers. 


When the train came through Wadena it brought with it land 
seekers and guides to take the potential honesteaders to their 
potential plots of land. And as the road went right through 
the yard of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schmidt to cross the creek, their 
Rone consequently decane a favorite and popular stopping place. 
So much that there were times when Grandna had trouble stepping 
about her chores of making breakfast. 


Dad recalls the day a hungry old Indian fellow riding an 
equally thin and hungry horse came to the door, and being un- 
able to speak either German or English, motioned to his mouth 
for food. Grandma responded by giving’him a loaf of bread 
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for which he smiled and rode away. But returned a few days 
later with a large chunk of moose meat. 

































The original log house (since burned down ) and log barn 
which still stands today were built of hewn logs by Tom Ander- 
son and Chris Jenson in 1907. 


Here is a quote from the Kelvington Radio in the late 40s; 
"The old original Henry Schmidt place will always hold a firm 
place in the hearts and memories of everyone who passed through 
its doors. The kindliness and warmth given to others under its 
roof is traditional of homesteaders days.” 


And an extract froma letter of a lady to her sister in 
Ontario describing her first visit to the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Schmidt: 


"We were still several miles from home with a tired team 
and caboose and four tired children, when at 8 O'clock at night 
we came to Mr. Schmidt's home. I had never met them before. 
They took us all in at once and gave us the best of everything 
they had in their home. 


They had bought a new organ last fall and were anxious 
to hear me play it. Of course I did and we all enjoyed sone 
very fine singing in both German and English. 


When we went to retire we foilnd we were given Mr. and 
Mrs. Schmidt's room for ourselves and bavy. ‘The baby was 
dressed in German style in two large feather » no blankets 
at all as we had always been used to. We never slept better than 
that night and rose rested and refreshed in the ~ornii 








We felt we had made new friends and hoped to see then again.". 





In 1910 Dad took up the SE } 24 36 and set about establishing 


his own farm. 





Now let's go to Liverpool and. Date arch 21, 1913. 
The Zapress of freland is leaving port for St. John Canada. 
Among the many passengers are “r. and Urs. Jokn Hosker wit 
their two daughters, Alice and Millie. They docked in St. John 
in April, catch the train to Wadena where they were met by son 
and brother, John who had preceded then by a year. They rented 
and imoved into the Gardy house which was west of Grandads place. 














Mr. and lrs. Jack Cowan were honesteading MW 2 24 36 and 
were in need of a housekeeper. Word got around to Alice Hosker, 
who accepted the job. Now that was just next door (about a mile) 
to the Schmidt home on one side and Son, John's homestead on the 
other side. Well, John had to go to work his land and the short- 
est route was right through Gowans yard. So with one thing and 
another pretty soon, Alice Hosker was opening the gate for Jobn 
Schmidt and this looked okay to him, They tied the knot on April 
20, 1916, moved into their own house and she has been his house- 
keeper ever since and they are hail, hearty and HAPPY. 





On February 17, 1917 the stork made its first visit to the 
Schmidt house with trene, and followed through the next 15 years 
by me, Dennis on June 19, 1921, Gerald Februay 3, 1926 and Vernon 
on August 20, 1932. 
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The year 1937, Dad had put in 44 Saskatchewan winters and 
mother had endured’20, They agreed that milder climates were 
calling. So on Novenber 10 we loaded up our 1929 Oldsmobile, 
tied a small sleeper trailer behind and headed west to the 
balny Fraser Valley of British Columbia where Mom, Dad and Irene 
still live. Gerald lives at Gibsons, B. C., Vernon in Aliceton, 
Ontario and I in the sunny Okanogan Valiey of British Columbia. 


My first teacher at school was Miss Mona McKay, a lovely 
tolerant lady. She was followed by Miss Eva Harrison who was 
not there long enough for me to pass judgement . I believe she 
was subbing for Mona when she was sick. Next was Martin Bordsen 
and finally Miss Any Eskelson, another lovely lady whom T learned 
we: from. 


Ghildren attending during my school years included, Kenneth, 
Murial, Wilma, and Jean Donald, Teddy and Rosella Avery, Harry 
Linden, Bert and Phyllis Parish, Thelma Cowan, Dorothy & Lester 
Weaver, Mary, Stahl , Steve, Peter, Dennis Prytelski, Joyce and 
Ro nald McGuiness, Jimny &’Audrey’Baker, Evelyn Sunde, Tommy 
Moore, Mary's brother and of course, my sister Irene. 





I do have a few school days memories such as - One morning 
while riding my pony through Parish's iyard, I quietly got past 
their dag, fal sleeping on the step. 7’disnounted to oben the 
gate but on closing it again, the wire squeeked, awakening 
the dog which came madly barking and left four fang holes in my 
little backside, so I being too bashfull to tell Miss McKay, sat 
on one cheek ali day. 


Mr. Bordson had his problems t6o, with an elastic band 
wielding students fired grains of wheat and buckshot at his bald 
ate while he busily wrote on the blackboard. He also found in 
Ris chair cushion a melting snowball and thunbtacke not. to 
mention the black sooty drops on his head from melting snow- 
balls in the bracket chimney under which he sat. 





My first day of school is one to be remembered as I was 
put through an initiation by Joyce McGuinness who had a jong- 
ing for long hair. During both recess periods and all noon 
hour there were two kids running at full speed around the 
school yard, me trying to stay ahead and Joyce trying to catch 
up. 

That afternoon on reaching hone I begged Mon to cut my hair 
short, she gave me a brush cut, therefore allowing me more energy 
for school work. 


I got my first strapping fron Miss McKay for passing a note 
( which turned out to be naughty ) from the girl in front of me 
to the girl behind. No names please - they will know. 


I reached grade eight in June 1937, returning one after- 
noon in October I believe it was, to get pictures of the whole 
gang. 
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Submitted by Irene Schmidt 





fy grandfather and grandmother Schmidt, although of 
German ancestry, were born near Odessa, Russia and emigrated to 
North Dakota inthe 1680's along with Grandad's parents, 

his brother and sisters. They later moved to Yorkton, Saska- 
tehewan where my father was born in 1602. They farmed there 
until 1903 when they moved to Meadow Bank where Grandad took up 
a homestead, the NE 2 of section 26. Dad farmed the SE 4 of 
section 24 which was his homestead. 


My mother, the forner Alice Hosker, was born in Southport, 
Lanas, England’and came to Canada along with her parents and 
sister, Amelia in 1913. ‘ncle Jack Hosker was already here, but 
he returned to England when the war broke out. 


Mom and Dad were narried in 1016 and settled on Dad's farm 
where we cotinued to live until 1037 when we moved to Sritish 
Columbia. We lived at Langley for sore years and came to our 
present home in furnaby near Vancouver in 1952. 











tion of schocl is veing taken there by 
my mother in our Model T Tord ‘at would be in 1923, As time 
went on I used to go with the Cowan children. In summertime 

we walked and in winter we wens by horse and sleigh. 


My earliest recoll 








We had our long holiday in the winter. School closed at 
Christmas and did not open again until ebout March. This way 
we did not have to travel during the severly cold weather. 


I remember that there was a wire fence down the middle of 
the school yard in my early days at school. The boys played 
on one side of the playground, the girls on the other side. 
Around the inside of the fence surrounding the yard were several 
lowed furrows to act as a fire guard in case of grass fires. 
Fortunately, we never had any. 


When I was 10 years old my parents, bought’ me a red pony to 
ride to school. One morning in early winter there were icy 
patches on the road. As we passed over the culvert the grade 
was rather steep, the pony slipped and fell on her side on the 
grade with her feet pointing upward. I was caught under-— 
neath her and could not get free as she was lying on my left 
leg. However, as she bravely struggled to regain her feet I 
was able to get a little further out each tine she raised her- 
self up a little. Eventually we both got back on our feet and 
continued on to school, 


My teacher, during my last school years was Mona McKay. She 
also taught ny brother, Dennis who now lives near Penticton. fly 
younger brother, Gerald also attended Duck Creek school for awhile 
before we left. He now lives at Gibsons, 5. C. Vernon,the 
youngest is in Allison, Ontario. 
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‘Thomas Henry Seed 


I, Thomas Henry Seed or Harry, as I was known, born in 
England in the County of Lancaster’on June 26, 1908. My 
father was Richard Henry Seed, a farm laborer. 


Mother, Clara Margaret (Smith) Seed. They were both 
English. Ihave one brother, William Archie Seed, born in 
England on February 6, 1910. 


In the spring of 1911 we came to Canada to Wadena and north 
to Meadow Bank district. We lived NE } Sec. 28 36 12 W2nd, and 
a few other farms around there. 


Since we lived too far from school I did not start school 
until I was ten years old. I went to Orpington one year 1918, 
then changed to Duck Creek school from 1919 to 1922, then I quit 
school to help at home. I worked at home until 1929, then 
worked out for a year or two. 


In 1931 I married Stella Osterlin, and we bought NW 2 
15 38-12 and fron C.N.R, and we lived there until 1972. then 
sold it and moved to the town of Rose Valley. 





We have a big garden on our lot and go fishing quite a 
lot, also visit our family. We have one girl and four boys 
so that kept us busy. 


The Scramstad family - submitted by Olga Patrick 


Nickolai Scramstad came to Canada from Norway in 1906 and 
settled in Winnipeg, Manitoba and worked as a carpenter. In 1909 
Marie Flostrand came to Winnipeg from Norway to be married. 

They were married June 1, 1910 living on in Winnipeg for a time 
and oldest child, Sylvia, being ;born there. 


Later, they took up a homestead north of Winnipeg at 
Mulvihill, Manitoba where their other five children were born. 


Dad, not being a farner, went back to his former occupa 
tion and’ began building elevators, working for the Searle Grain 
Company for many years. Whenever he wrote home, there was big 
gion his letterhead stationery of the Searle Grain, but we 
children all thought it stood for Scramstad. 


We attended Nora school at Mulvihill, only two and one half 
miles from hone. 


Like all’children, we got in a bit of trouble. We had been 
forbidden to play on the threshing machine separator, but in spite 
of it, Mac would continue to slide on the elevator of the machine, 
and one day fell and hurt his arm. . We laid hin in the straw 
stack to rest, but it didn't help the pain, so we finally had to 
confess to mother who found he had a broken arm. He had to be 
taken into Winnipeg to the hospital, as that was the closest point 
for any medical problems. 
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In 1927 Dad came home and said he had a half section of land, 
at a place called Hendon in Saskatchewan, so we loaded all our 
household effects and livestock in two box cars and headed west 
arriving at Hendon on April 10. Mr. Martin Tweidt met us with 
the team and sleigh and took us to Oscar Soderquists to stay, as 
they found the roof had fallen in on what was to be our new home. 
Dad and Sig got busy and put a new roof on and added a kitchen 
and soon we were in our new home. Later an upstairs, a perman- 
ent kitchen and another bedroom was added. 


Now we children had to start school at Rotnun. Our first year 
we all had mumps, one after the other, so missed a lot of schoo’ 
and bad a long holiday. 


Shortly after we came to Hendon, Our cousin, Sven Hanson, 
came from Norway and stayed with us.’ The next year his brother, 
Arni came and called himself Arni Flostrand as he lived on the 
Flostrand farm in Norway. Arni married Mabel Lindstrom, who 
taught school at Rotnun, 


The following year, their 
father came from Norway and his 
name was Hans Anderson. Brother 
John also arrived and later they 
all changed their surname to 
Flostrand. They built a house 
just across the main road and 
South of our home place, now owned 
by Carl Tweidt. 


The cousins all worked with 
Dad on elevator work. 


Arni_now lives in Burnaby, 
B.C. and Sven lives in Keewatin, 
Ontario. John lived at Warren, 
Manitoba and since passed away. 
Unele Hans returned to Norway. 


Dad stayed on elevator work 
for many years, After we children 
grew up and left home, mother was 
Home alone much of the time, and 
it was one of these times while 
alone that the house caught fire 
and burned down. Dad, and Mac, 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Scramstad who was also on elevator work, came 
home and built a new one-storey 
house, At that time Mac decided 





to stay home and do the farming. 


Dad retired every fall, but when spring came he once again got 
itchy feet and came out of retirement, but finally after a few years 
of this, he stayed home doing carpenter work in the local areas. 
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Mother and Dad travelled quite a lot in their later years, 
twice to Norway and winters usually at the East or West coast. 


In 1960 they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, and 
they could also look back on 33 years spent in the Rotnum district. 
Mother served on the local school board for some years and bath 
Mother and Dad instrumental in organising the local Evangelical 
Free Church. They lived on the farm until Dad passed away in 1961 
and Mother in 1962. 


Sylvia finished her schooling in Manitoba so went to Smow's 
School in Regina to take up dressmaking, millinery and tailoring. 
She had her first shop in Vadena in the Kingland home. Myrtle 
Torgerson and myself stayed with her and went to school there. 


Later Sylvia moved her shop to Kelvington, working there 
for sone time until she married Bernard Suttle of Wilkie, Saska- 
tchewan. They farned at Wilkie for a few years, then moved to 
Thunder Bay, Ontario where they still live. Syivia worked as 
nurses aide’in a nursing home there for some years, but now they 
are both retired. They have one son, Barry who is’ married with 
two children and they live nearby. Bernard and Sylvia spend a 
lot of time at the lake in summer, also manage to come back to 
Hendon district quite often to check up on the rest of the family. 


Sigfred went to Rotnum School for a short while, then on 
leaving, went with Dad on elevator work for awhile. “In 1937 he 
married Mabel Garrison and soon after they moved to Sunny Glen, 
near Wilkie where he bought grain for some years. During the war 
they moved to Montreal, where Sig was a machinist instructor for 
Canadian Propellros. ‘they came back to farm in 1944. 


They had four children who all attended’ Rotnum School. Carol 
became a nurse and lives in Moose Jaw, she is married to Murray 
Johnstone. 


Leslie Mae i a laboratory technician, working tn the hospi- 
tal at Claresholn, Alberta. She is married to David Atkinson. 


Debra lives at Lacombe, Alberta and is a computer and field 
crops technologist with Alberta Agriculture. 


Wayne worked for Sask Tel for many years, then moved to Salmon 
Arn, B.C. where he works for B.C. Tel. He is married to Gertrude 
Schellenberg and has two children, Douglas and Cheryl. Sig passed 
away in 1976 and Mabel now lives in Wadena. 


Olga went to Rotnun School, then took her high school in 
Wadena. Olga, Mabel and Mabel Garrison did light housekeeping 
for a couple of years. None of us knew how to cook, but it wasn't 
too important as they went home every weekend, and the mothers 
packed food for another week. By Friday rations were slim and 
Mabel would concoct something like pancakes, giving it a fancy nane 
‘Twiss-a-la-mode. Mabel has the recipe on request! 








Olga then moved to Kelvingyon where she did hairdressing, then 
narried Tred Patrick. They have three children, Gerald, Patricia and 
Roy. 
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Gerald and his wife, Marguerite own and operate the Golden 
Toyota at Golden, B.C. They have four children. Patricia and 
her husband, Mervin Clark have three children and they farm seven 
miles east of Rotnum School.site. 





Roy and his wife, Rhonda have two children and live i 
Golden, B. C, as well where they own and operate the A. & 
drive in, aswell as the Mohawk service station. 





Fred and Olga operated & store, locker plant and the Auction 
Market at Kelvington until they sold out in 197, and retired. They 
doa lot of travelling, since purchasing a motor home but still 
make their home in Kelvington and are enjoying their free tine. 


Mac (Magnus) went out on elevator work after he left Rotnum 
school but in I94I he decided to stay home and becone a farner. 
He also began helping Jessie Mahlum, the local auctioneer at 
auction sales, acting as his clerk, After getting a oit of prac- 
tice in auctidneering, he decided he wanted to become one as well, 
and went to School in Mason City Iowa and vecame an auctioneer 
of some fame. 


Mac married Hilda Anderson of Wadena who worked as nurses 
aide at the local hospital. They continued to live on the farm 
until 197}, when they moved to the northern outskirts of Wadena. 
They operated the Wadena Auction Market until Jan. 1980 when they 
sold to F&B Feed Lot. Their daughter, “arcella attended Rotnun 
school, took duisness College in Saskatoon and later married 
Merlin’Hokanson, a local boy. They now make their home in Edmonton 
where Marcella is busy looking after three children. Son, Bredly 
loves music and is a one man band, hitting the local night spots 
in B.C. as he lives in Salmon Arm, since his marriage to Elaine 
Greenberg. Mac is seni-retired but still likes to keep his hand 
in real estate. 









Mabel went fron Rotnun School to Wadena High School, then 
on to Winnipeg where she entered General Hospital to become an R.M. 
She continued to nurse at the General after graduating, then went 
to nurse in Halifax during the war years. There she met Don MacPh- 
erson who had joined the avy Medical Corps and was interning and 
after their marriage, they cane west for their honeymoon. Don had 
never deen on a farn, but Mac put him to work to haul grain with a 
tractor and trailer as it was harvest time. After "uch trial and 
error, he was able to make the hills with his load and enjoyed 
his experience. They have four children and all the family live in 
Ontario. Daughter, Margaret, a bookkeeper, is tarried and lives in 
Toronto, son Rawden, is in insurance, following his fathers footsteps 
Adopted daughters, Linda and Diane live in Yaterloo. "abel and Don 
continue to live in Waterloo since their retirenent, but spend a 
good deal of tine at Lake Simcoe in the surmer where they have a 
house boat and in the winter they go south with the birds. 

















Alma, our baby sister, went to Rotnun School, and then took 
three years at Two Rivers ible Institute at Carléa Sask. In I94Z 
she left for Prince Rupert where she married Howard Toftager, for- 
nerly of Hendon. 
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While living there, Alma was always busy, driving milk truck, 
dental assisstant, she liked to try something new! After spending 
some years in Terrace where both their children were born, they 
moved to Surrey B.C. Where Alma operated the Cedar Grove Motel 
while Howard worked in the office of B.C. highways at Cloverdale. 


In 1977 they sold their Motel and retired to Kamloops, where 
their son Terry lives. He is married, has two children and’is an 
accomplished musician, operating a music store in Swahali Centre 
in the city of Kamloops. Daughter Laurie, also an accomplished 
Musician and teacher. She is married and’lives in Vancouver, where 
she still has a position pertaining to Education, with B.C. Govt. 


Submitted by Alma Toftager (Scramstad) 


My first teacher was Miss Burnet, the year 1927 I think. Others 
were Miss Bryant, Mr. Spencer, Miss Dalshag, Miss Lindstrom and 
ir. Leitch. The teachers in my mind as a child were the models of 
behavior, dress, language and knowledge for the district. 


I have met several of those teachers in recent years and was 
surprised to find Miss. Bryant is such a small lady. She seemed so 
much bigger to me when I was in the lower grades. She is a sweet 
lady still. 


When Miss. Lindstrom was teaching, it made me feel quite im- 
portant to carry her notes to my cousin, whom she later married 
and to bring his notes to her. 


While she boarded at Garrison's, I often had a ride to school 
with her. In the winter time Leslie and I would scoop up snow and 
make snowballs and she would throw them at Rodney the horse to get 
a bit more speed. 


We enjoyed softball, football, spelling and geography bees. It 
seemed as if we practised for weeks for the Christmas program. It 
was the highlight of the year. 


During History class, I remember making sets of eyes on a 
narrow strip of paper,cutting slits by the ears of King Henry VII 
in my book. After removing the original eyes in the picture, I in- 
gerted the strip, and by sliding it ack and forth, produced conical 
expressions to the face. I think Julius Caesar and others got the 
same treatment. It made history more interesting. 


Leaving out the next forty or more years, we. are living in 
Kamloops, "trying to retire". Howard and I have two grown and married 
children and two grandchildren. (Isn't it amazing how smart and good 
grandchildren are?) We attend an active church, have many .trienda 
and are thankful for good health, we are enjoying life. 
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Submitted by Sylvia Suttle (Scramstad). 


I have been away from the Rotnun- Hendon district for forty- 
five years, but I can still remember the good neighbors. The Garr- 
ison's, Mahlun's, Twiedt's, Hanson's, Carlson's, Ostlie's and 
many, Many more. Our mother was on the school board, and I remember 
Mr. Garrison and Tir. Mahlum being on the board at the same time- 
who else I cannot recall. 


I did not attend Rotnum School, as I had finished school by 
the time we moved from Mulvihill Man., where my father had home- 
steaded. 


Both my parents had originally come from Norway and Dad being 
a carpenter by trade, worked for the Searle Grain for many years. 
T can still remember the Sec. we lived on, Sec.Ii-36-13, three 
and one half miles east of Hendon to be exact. 


Bernard and I are now retired here in Thunder Bay. 


Submitted by Mabel MacPherson 
{(Seramstad) 


| Grade IV after co 
I do recall sone of * 
but in what 
there was 
Spencer. 
F school wit 
Torgerson, 
nard Harris 


Don_and I are retire: 
in Waterloo Ont. and enjo 





The Scramstad Family. 
Submitted by Mabel Scramstad (Garrison). 
Mr. and “rs. Sig Scramstad. 


I was born and raised in the Rotnum district on the N.W.t2h—- 
36-13. I started school in 1924 at the age of five, probably to keep 
my brother Leslie company. ly first teacher was Elsie Brice of ‘Wadena. 


I must_have had a series of very good teachers for in June 1930 
I wrote my Departnental exans for grade eight at the Victoria Park 
School which had been declared a centre. 


I can recall after writing exams all day, I quite often had to 
walk home the four miles, as Dad was busy in the fields and our only 
mode of transportation was the horse and bugsy. 
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I think I must have been’a real tomboy and the bone of my tea- 
chers life. For I can recall quite a few times having to be punished 
for fighting; Sammy Evans and I always seemed to want to sweep our 
boots off at the same time! 


‘Two of the annual events for which I have fond memories are the 
Christmas Concert and the end of the year school picnic, I can still 
taste the good homemade ice cream, made with lots of rich cream and 
eggs and turned for hours by hand’in Scramstad's wooden ice cream 
freeser. 


Some of mg classmates were Sylvia Harrison, Selma Soderquist, 
Dorothy Evans and Mabel Scranstad. (Now a sister-in-law). 


I was married in 1937 to Sig Scramstad and our first home was 
at Sunny Glen Sask., where he bought grain, until 1942. When we 
moved to Montreal, Que., where he was a machinist. In 1944 we moved 
back and lived at’Hendon, were we took over my father's farm and 
had expanded our operations, until Sig passed away in 1976. 


I have rented the farm and am presently living in the town of 
Wadena. 


Our four children are scattered, Wayne in Salmon Arm B.C. 
Carole, in Moose Jaw and two youngest daughters in Alberta. 


Submitted by Wayne Scramstad. 


Iwas born to proud parents Sig and Mabel Scramstad, at Unity, 
Sask. Dad was a grain buyer for the Searle Grain Co., at nearby 
Sunny Glen. 


My sister, Carole followed ne by two years and then, in I942 
when I was three years old, we moved to Montreal, where Dad was a 
machinist for Canadian Propellors. While in Montreal, Carole and I 
had many French playmates, so by the time we returned to the Rotnum 
district in 194% we could both speak French fluently. 


Dad began farming on my grandfather Garrison's farm and in time 
two ore sisters arrived, Leslie and Debbie. 


Carole and I were the caretakers of Rotnum School for some time 
and hauling water, lighting fires and sweeping floors. I remember one 
incident when we were on our way to school with the horse and tobagg- 
an and our cream can of water. The bottom came out of the tobaggan, 
out went Carole and the cream can. No one was hurt and I often think 
that the caretaking job was good experience for us. 


For the most part my days in Rotnum were very pleasant. I reme- 
mber the many social events, halloweten parties, box socials and 
hristmas Concerts. Sports were a very important part of our school 
days. Two of my teachers Mr. lMcGrenera and Mr. Harcourt, both had us 
very uch involved in track and field and soft ball. Frank would load 
us up in the back of his half ton INTERNATIONAL truck and take us to 
play ball at Duck Creek School. We used to win all those gamest!! Our 
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field meets were held at Meadow Bank and Wadena. 
After leaving high school in Wadena. I married Gerturde Schilten- 


berg of Kindersly, I'm working for Sask. Tel. We now have two children 
Douglas age 13, and Cheryl age 12 years. 





We moved here to Salmon Arm in the sunny Okanagan, in 1974 
and am presently employed with B.C. Tel. 


Submitted by Carole Johnstone (Scramstad). 


Vy memory is undoutedly not as sharp as that of my grandfather 
Jay Garrison; There are however, a few scattered recollections about 
Rotnum School days, 


Mr. Wilfred Harcourt is the first teacher that I can recall. He 
remains in my mind as the one who suggested to my parents that I ne- 
fed an eye exanination, probably frustrated by ny wrong answers, he 
was certain there was either a mental handicap or a visual handicap, 
and chose to pursue the later possibility. Getting glasses, and nov- 
ing fron a world of fuainess into a world of aiscinet, shépes and 
colors was a great event of my primary grades. And to Mr. Harcourt's 
delight I actually made some progress in school work. 


The years following are a medley of memories; school picnics 
with homemade ice cream, Christmas concerts, recesses and noon hours 
spent "acting" in our Caragana hedge settings, tobaggan and cutter 
rides to school amd making hot chocolate for dinner, using "real 
cream", 


Then in 1952 I started a diary and with its help recall a very 
confusing year. Miss Marion Allen was hired as supervisory teacher 
until Oct. 3Ist. For the month of November, Mrs. T. Avery taught 
us and following her departure the students worked at home with the 
aid of correspondence courses. When Rotnum finally did hire a teacher, 
Mr. Frank McGrenera on Jan. 7th, 1953 our education was back on the 
right trail, for in my diary notation on Jan. 8th, I read "Dear D. 
The new teacher threatened to strap us today!) 


Besides the confusion, 1952-53 also gave us a lot of fun. That, 
was the year the entire school took part in printing a newspaper and | 
learned new skills many of us have probably never forgotten. 


Another aspect od Mr. McGrenera's term was his stress on neatness 
and cleanliness. I especially recall his emphasis on "walking into a 
clean kitchen, and seeing a crisp, starched tablecloth on the kitchen 
table". Even though the advice isn't always implemented in later years. 
The impression remains on my mind. 


When Mr. McGrenera left in June of 1953, our school term with 
a new teacher Mrs. Mary Gutek-began. By this time our numbers had 
dwindled and there remained only three grade eight students. Always 
wanting her students to do "their best, Mrs. Gutek offered us $I. 
cash for each mark of 100% in our JUne 1954 exams. I'm not sure how 
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much money she had to spend, but her idea really motivated us. 


As this term ended we undoutedly were very anxious to leave 
Rotnun School and get on with something "bigger". Only now when 
we have but memories to feed on, do we realize that Rotnum WAS the 
"biggest" and "best", 


Submitted by Leslie Atkinson (Scramstad). 


I was the third child born to Sig and Mabel Scramstad the year 
after they left Montreal to take up farming in the Rotnum district, 
My first home was on the N.W.2 2h- 36-13, later moving to the N.W.2 
13-36-13. My first teacher was Wilf Harcourt from Leroy, Sask. And 
in my final year was Don Leitch, Frank McGrenera and Mary Cutek were 
in between. fy classmates were Marie Tweidt, Ray Gutek and Arlene 

chau. 


Some of my nost vivid memories of school days was my intense 
dislike of the multiplication tables and I always seemed to manage 
to miss school on the day we were to be sent to the board to write 
them out. 


I liked to drive the horse and cutter and race around corners, 
sometimes upsetting the whole thing, was great fun, when all went 
well. I often wonder if Calvin remembers wearing his bib overalls 
to school, being of slight build, was a prime target for Robert and 
Ellery to pick up and hang hin by the straps of his overalls on the 
coat hooks in the cloakroom, 


Like my brother and sister before me, I had a stint at being 
caretaker. My first pay cheque was a real’thrill! After graduation 
fron Wadena High, I went on to University in Regina. I graduated as 
a Hospital Laboratory Technoligist in 1966. 


Following graduation, I worked in Wadena, and Stanton Yellow- 
knife N.il.T. I then took a year to return to University in Saskatoon, 
Next onto ST, Peters Hospital in Melville, Followed by a two year 
stint in the far northern port of Frobisher Bay. On my return I took 
a position at the University Hospital in Saskatoon. Once nore I 
thought it was time for a change, and was the successfull applicant 
at the General Hospital in Claresholm Alta. 


It would seem I have become a pernenent resident here, as I 
was married in April 1078 to a native son of Claresholm, David 
Atkinson. 


Submitted by Debbie Scramstad. 


I was the youngest of four children, two sisters and one brother, 
born to Sig and Mabel Scramstad. By the time I was ready to start 
school, my older sister Leslie was being bussed to Wadena for her high 
school. I never minded walking to school by myself, for I recall what 
fun it was to stop and put out food for the rabbits. Not that I could 
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get near them, but if I didn't happen to like the menu for the day 
could always leave bits of it in the ditch along the way, hoping 
the rabbits would find it. 


Don Leitch was my first teacher for the first three years and 
my most vivid recollection was singing solo "Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer". Attired in a brand new red velvet dress, needless to say 
singing did not become my career. 


In 1964, by the time I was ready to enter grade V, a decision 
had been made to close Rotnum school and bus the children to Wadena. 
Lloyd Nelson of Hendon was my last teacher. Larry Tweidt was a class- 
mate of mine through public and high school. 


I graduated from High School in 197I and after taking a year at 
University in Saskatoon, I got the urge to travel. In 1972-73 I spent 
seven months travelling through Europe, the last three months being 
spent in Norway working, studying the language and contacting ny dads 
relatives. 


Again in 1973-74 I spent six months in New Zealand and Australia 
and then decided it was time to complete my education. In 1977 I 
graduated from the University in Saskatoon in Land Use and Envoron- 
mental Studies. That winter I accepted a temporary position in 
Lethbridge Alta. at the Research Station and later with Alberta Fish 
and Wildlife in Red Deer. I then went on to a permanent position 
with Alberta Agriculture in Lacombe Alta. as Computor and Field 
Crops Technologist, where I am presently employed. 


Submitted by Marcella Hokanson (Scramstad). 


My memories of Rotnun School days get a bit hazy, but I do 
renenber my teachers and classmates for the most part. 


In‘grade I Mr. Harcourt was my teacher with Robert Ladubec and 
Ellery Leepart my classmates. Then came Frank McGrenera, “irs Gutek 
Don Leitch and for a few months Marion Allen did her duty in helping 
keep our school open for want of a teacher. 


I can remenber the cold winter days when we drove to school 
with the horse and toboggan, using hot bricks to keep us warm. 


Another memory is of everyone drinking water from a pail and 
all using the same dipper. All went well and no thought of germs, 
until we found a dead mouse in the water supply. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Smith. 


Wayne and Gladys Snith came to the district from Coranach Sask. 
in April 1934. They lived on the N.E.i II. In the sumer of 1934 they 
moved to the Wolverton district. Had a family of three sons, 
Burton and Lawerance, Gerald who passed away when a baby.Two daughters, 
Vera and Carlene. 


They retired in Wadena. Wayne passed away. And later Gladys 
married Mr. George Campell. After George passed away Gladys moved 
to Saskatoon. She now has moved to Winnipeg were she has retired. 
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Burton and Lawerance both went to school at Duck Creek. They went 
from April 1934 till the end of June. 


Burton was in the American Air Force. In the second World War 
he served from 1939 to 1945, He made the Services his lifes career 
and now laves in Florida. 


Lawrence was in the Canadian Army Serving over seas in the 
second World War. 


Lawrence now lives in Winnipeg, has a family of three. 


Mr, and Mrs. Severt Sunde. 
Evelyn was the only daughter of Severt and Inez Sunde. They had 
moved into the Rotnum area after coming from south western Saskatchewan. 


| They lived for a time with Inez's mother, Mrs. Distad, and 
farmed the '.E.4 8-36-12, the land now owned by Ken Leitch. 





Mrs. Distad, a widow, later married A.P.Anderson, owner of the 
jocal store in Hendon. Evelyn attended Duck Creek as well as Rotnum 
chools. 


Her cousin, Stewart Whipple attended Duck Creek for a time in‘ 
the [928-29 term. 


Mr. & Mrs. Sven Torgerson 


Sven Torgerson was born at St. Peters, Nicolet County, Minnes- 
ota while Petrina Martinson was born at Boda, Norway, coming to 
fanda, North Dakota with her mother, brothers and sisters in 1606, 
at the age of twelve years. 


After living in the U.S.A. for some tine after their marriage, 
Mr. & rs. Torgerson moved to Piapot, Saskatchewan. In 1930 they 
moved from there with their family to the Hendon ~ Rotnum area. 


Mr.& Mrs. Torgerson All of their daughters 

attended Rotnum School, the 
boys being older had re- 
ceived their schooling in 
Piapot. 


Mrs. Torgerson was a 
busy mother - her children 
speak of seeing her churn- 
ing butter using her foot to 
operate the churn while 
knitting socks and doing a 
bit of reading on the side. 
During her stay in the Rot- 
num district she took on the 
Janitor duties for the 
school and when she had sc- 
rubbed the floor you knew it 
had been scrubbed? 
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Mr. & Mrs. Torgerson are both remenbered among the neighbors 
for their thoughful ness and gave a helping hand to anyone in need. 
Mrs. Torgerson was midwife for many of the babies born in this area. 


Tom Whitehead, who lived on the next farm to Sven, speaks of 
the spring when seéding was at hand, and he was laid up with his 
back. Sven was on the scene without hesitation, offering to do his 
seeding. 


Many good social gatherings were in the Torgerson home and 
their two younger daughters, Lillian and Frances were great little 
singers and people loved to hear them sing. A great favorite of 
that time was "Yreck of the old 97". 


Mr, & Mrs. Torgerson were able to celebrate their 65th Wedding 
Anniversary together, with their family and friends. 


irs. Torgerson passed avay in Lanigan hospital at age 90, and 
Sven later at a Nursing home in Saskatoon, age 93. 


Lillian Coen (Torgerson) 


Iwas the fifth child born to Mr. % ‘irs. Sven Torgerson while 
they were living at Piapot. In all we were a family of seven 
children, brothers Gilbert of Lintlaw, Percy of Piapot, Sidney of 
Calgary and sisters, ‘lyrtle Spencer of Surrey, B.C. , Frances Leitch 
of Leroy and Jeanette Hamilton of Quesnel, B.C. 


I married Sigfried Coen of Lanigan in July 1941. He had moved 
to Lanigan in 1930 and being a pharmacist, had purchased a drugstore 
which we operated until December of 1978.’ We have purchased a house 
in Lanigan and are now enjoying our retirement. 

We ‘have a fanily of two children. Garth and his wife, Trene 
have two daughters, Kendra and Ananda and they live in Saskatoon. 
Daughter Gail and her husband, Garry Hruska have one daughter, 
Andrea and live in Kinverly, 8. C. 


Mr. and Mrs. Martin Tweidt, 
submitted by Bella Tweidt 


In the year of nineteen twenty- 
four and the month of October, the 
Martin Tweidt family piled into the 
already packed (in and outside) Yodel 
T Ford, all nine of us, to the amaze- 
ment and concern of our good friends 
and neighbors, to leave our North 
Dakota’farn home and the land of our 
birth and childhood of us children, for | 
a journey of adventure and a new abode. 
At the same time we were a sober bunch 
that norning, leaving the old home and 
all our friends and school nates. 
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This journey took us five days, driving east and west yet 
heading for the north,there being no definite main roads. Dad 
depended on directions given at stops. Entering Canada at North 
Portal, we drove into Estevan for the first night stop-over , the 
second night found us in Regina, then Balearres, ‘the third night 
going through Qu'Appelle Valley’down the then steep hills was an 
adventure in itself. Almost too much so, as we cane down rather 
swiftly on the winding road, then going tp the other side. We 
decided to get out at one point and braced stones against the hind 
wheels for a stop, before going on, ‘le arrived at the top with 
relief. ‘We had packed our food and replenished it along the way. 
The youngest of the family decane restless, needing action by rid- 
ing the car door as his horse, This required holding on to his 
coat tail with a firm hold and this went on at odd times during the 
journey. The Sine October weather was in our favor and we passed 
threshing outfits all along the way. “fe found ourselves at Kanda- 
har the last night in a Hotel. The next morning we looked out with 
surprise at the large body of water, Could this naybe be the Arctic 
Ocean? (to us prairfe born children) 

















hen we drove on to Sheho and then to Wadena. After a short 
tine of inspection there, we went on north and foud we were at the 
Claus Oberg farn where a’ crowd was gathered. After getting direct- 
ions to go east, we cate to the 0, Soderquist farm known to Dad, 
and where we were invited for supper. finally that evening, we 
arrived at the Julius Johnson farn, our journey's end. The s7all 
use was one room downstairs and snaller upstairs, yet we found 
laces to sleep, on the floor at first for some of’ us, though the 
ous s partially furnished. 











The next day was Sunday. I remember “ir. and "rs, Carl Hanson 
walked down to offer us their friendship and help, which they and 
rs gave to us. 





week of good weather continued, so we were able to get sone- 
settled, though our trunks with Aost of our clothes did not 
e until near Shrist~as. The following fall I returned to Hendon 
“other in a household of crowi ys. Sister Mable,in the 
had warried and they lived at the Hendon school where Ruby 











Later during the years there were changes in our fanily, in- 
cluding weddings and the brothers ‘toved out in the near neighbor- 
hood. I then returned south across the border and on to Seattle, 
Washington where I prepared for and entered the lursing field until 
I retired there. I returned to the Hendon area alvost yearly to be 





















with my ever expanding ly units. 
There has been progress and improvement noted on each visit 
in the Yadena and Hendon areas with the rest of the co 





roads now paved for travelling are way beyond what we 
over coming up in that faithful old Model T Tord! 
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Mabel Henrietta Dressler (Tweidt) 


I came from Plaza, North Dakota in October 1024 with my 
arents, five brothers and a sister. Then in 1927 brother, 
jonald flenry was born, We moved onto a farm in the Rotnum district, 
about 3 miles east of the Rotnum School. I attended Rotnum school 
for a few years and the teachers were liss Brice, Henry Lowen and 
Percy Heffren. 


Our neighbors were a very friendly and grand people like the 
Hansons, Carisons, Rotnens, Harrisons, Soderquists, Macks and nany 
others. 


I recall it was a cold winter,the temperatures going down to 
50 or more below zero. Our father ’had told us there were many 
prairie chickens and partridges. They were so tame you could just 
£o out and hit then on the head, so of course Carl, Alfred and I got 
on our skis , then across the snow to get sone for dinner. We had 
been told that they were good to eat, however, we found out that 

it wasn't quite that easy. 


The mail cane in to Hendon by train about three days a week, 
and the post office was in the Arvid Anderson's store. That was 
about the only place of business in Hendon then. 





I used to go for the mail by horseback on a white horse called 
Lady. At tines, I would also ride a grey dappled horse and he was 
called Jack. The young people of our fanily also got around by an 
ordinary toboggan pulled dy one horse. I also recall having a friend 
from Hendon driving out to our farn Sy dog sled and pulled vy five 
dogs. 











In 1920 I married a dashing school teacher, by the name of 
Rudy Dressler, who cane to teach at Victoria Park School near Hendon. 
That location now is just a vig grain field. ‘Je lived at Victoria 
Park for a year and then chbridge, Saskatchewan; [Rudy's 
home district. 





Submitted by Alfred J. Tweidt 


I innigrated, with ny parents, fron Plaza, North Dakota, U.S.A. 
arriving in the lléndon area in October 192k. 


My father was a farmer by occupation and he purchased a far 
in the Rotnun School District. The farnststead location was 
Bf Sec. 12, Twsp. 36, Range 13, W.2nd 








Martin and Maria Tweidt, both of Norwegian descent, had eight 
children living and all but one were with them when they came to 
Canada. Della, Carl, Mabel, Alfred, Melvin, Bennie, Selmer were 
the children who immigrated. Donald was born on the farm in the 
Rotnun District. 








I vegan in the fourth grade at Rotnum, and if ny memory serves 
me right, there were three girls in this grade; Mary and Gwen Evans 
and llagna Carlson, As I recall, the school enrolnent included Ruth, 
Sylvia and Leonard Harrison, Hans and Linnea Hanson, Roy and Sliff- 
ord Rotnun, John, Mary and Gwen Evans, “lagna Carlson, Leslie Garrison, 
Mabel, ‘lelvin and Alfred Tweidt, The teacher was Miss Elsie Brice. 
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I completed my Eighth grade 1928-29. The teacher then was 
Charlie Spencer. Those who wrote their exams in that year wer 
Olga and Magnus Scramstad, Mary and Gwen Evans, Leslie Garrison 
and myself. 





My most vivid memories of my school days were the years it 
was my jod to have the old stove going so that the school was warmed 
up for the arrival of the other students. It meant getting up 
early in the mornings and walking 1} miles in weather sometimes 
35 degrees below zero. 


After completing my school years, I farmed in the Rotnun 
district for a number of years. In 1451 I married Dorothy Hardy 
and moved to Wadena, Saskatchewan where I was in business for 27 
years until I retired in 1978. My wife and I still reside in Wadena. 


Bennie Andrew Tweidt 


I, Bennie Andrew Tweidt was born to Martin Daniel and Inger 
farie iweidt, in May 25, 1920 at Plaza, North Dakota, U.S.A 


In the fall of 1924 at the age of 43 years, together with 
ny parents, two sisters, Della, label and four brothers, Carl, 
Alfred, Melvin and Selmer set out in a 1917 Ford touring car for 
our new hone at Hendon, Saskatchewan, the NEL Sec. 12 tsp.36 range 
13 W2ND. Tarming and carpenter work being ny father's profession. 


Both my parents were born and raised in Norway, having emi~ 
rated to the United States in the early 1900% Ny mother was the 
‘ormer Inger Marie Urdahl. 


|,,..In the spring of 1926 I commenced school at Rotnum school 
#347. During my ‘school years I had several teachers, Tiss Burnett, 
fiiss Bryant, firs. Mack, Charlie Spencer, lMiss 1. Lindstrom, Miss 

B, Dalshaug’and D.E. Leitch. 


My classmates at Rotnum were Johnand Edith Hanson, Alna 
Scranstad and for a short while Gladia Anos. 


After quitting school in 1936, I worked on the farm for Carl 
Hanson during the sunmer months and for one year and a half at 
the Post Office at ‘liddle Lake as assistant Postmaster. 


For a number of years while attending school I had the job 
as fireman at the school. I remember many cold and storny, dark 
winter mornings having to walk the distance of approximately one 
and a half miles to school and coax a stubborn wood stove into 
heating an uninsulated building to a resemblance of warmth before 
the pupils arrived. 


On cold bligeardy days, the building just would not warm pp 
and then it was the rule of the day to stay fully clothed in outer 
wear for most of the day. Our feet were constently cold. We always 
had to keep our lunch buckets sacked under and around the stove 
to keep from freeging. 





In chose days which were the years of the "dirty thirties 
ny wages were ten cents a day (and how I froze for those few cents 
a day). Iwas allowed one cox of matches per winter or season of 
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firing. I remember one year running short of matches, so put in 
requisition for an extra box. (the cost of a box of matches at that 
time was ten cents ee box). I was sorely reprinanded for using so 
many matches! How little they understood how stubborn that old 
wood stove could be on windy cold days. 


In the spring of 1942 I enlisted in the United States Navy. 
After my basic training at San Diego, California, I spent the 
remaining war years serving abroa¢ a’J.S, Destroyer in the South 
Pacific, Aleutian Islands, Philippines, Malasia and Indonesia areas. 


After my discharge from the Navy in the winter of 1945, I pur= 
chased the farm I now live on. 


In the month of June, 1946 I married Hertha Malkenthin of Middle 
Lake, Saskatchewan, having met her before the war, while working at the 
Post iOffice there. 


We raised three children, two daughters and one son. Donna, 
Mrs. Robert McEwen of Quill Lake, Lowell, who is presently 

in Kuala Limpur, Molasia with Imperial 041 and our youngest, Kath- 
lyn is a dental assistant at Tedicine Hat, Alberta. 


For the past ten years I have been working as office clerk and 
Insurance Salesman with A.J. Tweidt Agencies and presently with the 
new agents, Wadena Agencies Ltd. 


We still live on the farm which we have rented to one of our 
nephews. 


Donna McEwen (Tweidt) 


T am the eldest daughter of Ben & Hertha Tweidt and was 
eetaed very close to Rotntim School on SE % of Sec 13, Twp. 36 
Rge 13. 


Dad was of Norwegian descent ,and came from North Dakota as a 
hoy de 19th. Ton was of German descent, her family name being 
Molkenthin, and was born and raised at ‘liddle Lake. 

I remember Mrs. Frank Gutek as my first teacher and then 
Don Leitch. 





We had the janitor duties for a few years and I also remenver 

a few of the activities taking place at Rotnun. We always had a 

Bingo and Turkey shoot in November, and so when the Lutefish supper 
came around in Hendon, we school children would go ther and sel. 
tickets on the coming turkey shoot. From the money taken in, each 
pupil would be given a certain amount to order a Christmas gift 

for thenselves, which they would then receive the night of the concert. 
It seemed as though most of the month of December was spent practis- 
ing for the concert. 


We girls used to make playhouses in the carragana hedge west of 
the school and in sumer spent most of our recesses and noon hours 
playing there. 


There was an empty dugout east of the barn on the Schau property 
and boys and girls together would play cowboy and Indians from there. 
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The older girls always seemed to help the younger ones and we 
spent part of the tine on warm June days, studying outside in the 
0 ne, get’ ready for-our June exams. 





sunsh 


The really exciting times was when we were to have a ball game 
against another rural school. 


IT later married a farm boy, Robert McEwen of Quill Lake, Saska- 


tchewan. ‘Je have two children. 
Carl Tweidt 


“y father, “artin Tweidt, enigrated from Norway to the U.S.A. 
about the year'1905, After workin: on farms and lumber camps fora 
couple o* years in ‘linnesota he homestedded near Plaza, North Dakota 
in 1907, “other also cave fron ‘lorway that year, go they were 
narried and pioneered together and raised a family. 















it struck Saskatchewan and some of the other 
S and thirties came to North Dakota sone 





be spring of 192) Dad decided to look for greener pastures. 
riend north of Vadene, Saskatchewan, he went to see hin.He 

buying @ quarter section of land that corners the land that the 
noo was built on; which at least neant being élose to school. 














In late October that fall, we piled in to the old Mode T tour- 
ing car, Dad, “other and seven’ of ids. ‘uch as we hated to leave 
it was a great adventire for all of us. 











ng Vorth and South at that time, so we 
ally got here on the day of 24th 
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We had beautiful sunshine weather here that fall, which helped 
us to get adjusted to our new surroundings. Our house had one room 
downstairs and one upstairs which served as the bedroom and being 
partially furnished there was one ded. We made some beds from small 
poplar poles and strawmattressesto be used for awhile. Wood was 
plentiful so there was no reason to freeze unless we got lazy. “ost 
of our bedding was shipped in trunks, but did not. arrive until much 
before Christmas. Our neighbors were always ready to help with things 
that we needed. 


My oldest sister and I had finished our public school that 
spring, so I did not go to school at Rotnum, but enjoyed many 
Christmas concerts and school picnics there. Also, many of 
school marms were an added attraction 








Water was plentiful in all the sloughs those years, and most 
of them had muskrats in them. I liked trappin, But trapping soon 
came to an end around hone not being familiar with boundaries. T 
set traps in an adjoining slough that had a lot of nice big mus crats 
in it, The next morning when I went to check my traps I discovered 
that Thad a rat in all but one. I thought I'd better go and see who 
the other trapper was. It was our neighior, Axel Carlson whose 
quarter joined ours. He said, “how many rats did you get" "I only 
got one little rat, you “ust’be a vetter trapper tran I am, but you 
are trapping in ~y slough. I offered hin the rats but he said 
nyou keep the rate", 














Thad to look for other trapping grounds and take sure I wasn't 
trespassing again. Later on in the winter Dad and I were putting up 
green wood to >e Seasoned for the next year. ‘le went out one frosty 
morning and not having a thernoneter we didn't know how frosty it was. 
Dad went to cut a green tree and took a dig piece of steel out fa 
new axe. ‘Ie heard later it had veen over 50 degrees are’ elow 
zero that morning. 















Later on in the winter, a neigh>or 
wanted me to cone and work for hin, hau! 
also hatling grain to town. ‘this was all do: 
those days. 








I worked there through seeding and again in harvest time. Many 
years later, “ir. Hanson was to become "y father-in-law. Our fara was 
hot dig enoigh to give me employnent so I worled out most of the tine, 
one surmer for Nels Guoien also one fa3i for the Lees. I worked 

several surmers on the prairies and in bush cavps in the winter tine. 














Dad's health started failin, 
finally got farning on ny own wi 
found us in the north logging again which was the year that I lost 

ny freedon. Linnea Hanson and I got married on the last day of that 
year. A cook was needed at our canp so the trip to the cook shack ws: 
our honeynoon. 






in 2031, 50 T cane hone to help, and 
ny brothers. ‘The ;winter of 164; 








Our present house, barn and garage-were all built fron lunber 
from the logs we cut that winter. 
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Dad died in the fall of 1947 and mother passed away seven 
years before. We raised a family of three daughters and one son 
who are all narried now and given us five grand children. Our 
son is farming with me now and hopefully will take over my farm 
ing operations sone day. 


Linnea Tweidt ( nee Hanson) 


Iwas born on the NE 4 of Sec 6, Twp 36, Rge.13. My father's 
homestead shack was a one room house, but it was always clean and 
comfortable. 


My Uncle, Carl Hanson homesteaded the SWi of Sec 6, so our two 
families were’ very close. 

My first years at school were spent at Wolverton School which 
was only a few miles south of us. Those years were very hard, as 
we could speak very little English. The later years were spent at 
Rotnun School. ly classmates there were ‘lagna Carlson and Mary 
Evans. At recess we would all play pump, pump pull away, tag and 
football. It seened as though there'was’ very little equipment 
around to play anything like vall. After T finished school, I stayed 
home and helped around my father's farn. There were hired men and 
others around, so there was lots of work if one wanted to do it. 








In later years I married Carl Tweidt, a neighbor boy, The first 
winter we were married, I went to cook for hin and some of the 
neighbor boys in a logging cap ;north of Love. Tt was quite an 
experience to try and cook or bake for a:bunch of hungry men, with 
sugar rationed, no eggs or wilk and a lot of things you just could 
not buy. I was just Lost. 


We came back to the farn in the spring of that year to the 
NE Sec. 11, twp.36, rge.13. 





We have a family of four, Marie, lrs. Jack Evans of Clair; 
Cheryl, lirs. Janes fiolt_of RoseValley; Carclyn’, firs. Brian Stasiuk 
* Swift Current and Calvin at Hendon and who we hope, with his 
e, Joyce will take over our farm, or part of it when we retire 
to Wadena and doa little farming fron there. 





Don Tweidt 


I started school in the fall of 1934, Mr. Don Leitch was my 





two terms, and final year 1943, lliss licCowan grade nine correspond- 
ence. ‘rs. Allan filled in faithfully as substitute teacher several 
times over the years. lly classmates were: Eric Mack, Norman Schau, 
Margaret Evenson, Olive Austring, Frances Allan, Ruby Wickstrom. 











Others care for a tine and left such as the Wallmans and Dunns, 
perhaps others. On one time I believe our enrollment was 39 give or 
take, I renender they had to knock out the cloak roons to put in 
double, desks to squeeze us all in. I renenber well the coldwinters 
deing hot on one side of the body’ and able to scratch my initials 
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in the frost of the wall on the other, Electricity was unheard 
of except for wind chargers and 6-volt batteries. We were fortu- 
nate to have one at our home farmstead and an Alladin Coal oil lamp 
for homeyork. We all took turns sweeping floors and carrying 

cord wood for the old box stove that stood in the niddle of the roon 
with its three sides of metal protection. In winter sports were 
snow ball wars between chosen teans and socker,football played mostly 
by the boys.. After a fresh snow, Tox and Geese was popular. Summer 
was mainly Soft ball and we played other schools, Wadena Fields Day 
was a big day for most of us. 








Skiing and Biking, horse yack riding were nain sources of trans- 
pertation and sport. Verner Nelson and T on one occasion rode our 
bikes all the way from our hoves to Clair lake at Clair, Saskatchewan. 
We even went swinning and thougit that was quite an accomplishment for 
one day. 











I reienver helping to plant some of the now tall trees still 
standing at the old school site. 


After completing school at other schools, I worked firstly 
for the Bank of Nova Scotia. Then for Clifford Rotnem as bookkeeper 
n Kenora, Ontario. I worked avout 12 years as 0.P.R. Station Agent 
in several Saskatchewan towns and Vancoiver Isband. ‘Je came back 
to Wadena in 1962 and worked as ‘anager of the Credit Union, secretary 
of the Wadena Rural Telephones Company which included the Rotnun 
and Meadow Bank subscrivers. 














Last May, 1979 we purchased the Drive-In formerly owned by 
Sigfred "lack who also attended *Zotnun School while I was there. 


I married Helen Elves of Torch River, Saskatchewan in 1957. 
Me have two daughters, Panela and Shelley’now away from home and 
one son, Mark at hone attending Wadena Conposite High School. 








I was six years of age when we cane to the Rotnun district in 
October 192) and I started school ¢ e fall. I took most 
of ny schooling there, in out of the district. 








Ny teackers, I renenver were, Elsie Brice, Percy Keffern, 
Henry Loewen, Snid Campbell, Chariie Spencer and some of my class- 
nates were the Soderguist children, Roy Rotnem, Dorothy Evans, 
Sylvia Varrison and Lillian Torgerson. 





During the year that Charlie Spencer taught we had quite the 
baseball tean. The school board said they were shortvof funds to 
ny equipnent, so when we needed a new baseball bat, we decided to 
out the handlé off the wooden punp in the school yard. The only tool 
for cutting available was the school axe which served the purpose 
nicely. Ifm sure we nmst have had pertission of the teacheft 











Needless to say, the board was rather displeased with our actions, 
but the handle did make a dandy bat, ‘Je usually played against Orp- 
ington and Victoria Park schools, winning a lot of games. 
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Our node of travel then was nainly horse and b ° 
horseback or bicycle. v uggy or cutter and 


After leaving school I worked in other areas and also served 
for a time in the Canadian Army during World War 11.1 farmed with 
the family while single, then after marrying Pearl Anderson of 
Fosston in 1949, we moved to the former Joseph Hanson farm, where 
we raised a family of two girls and three boys. 


_ Three of our children, Judy, Larry and Malcoln attended Rotnur 
School until it was closed, then Lyle and Corinne had to attend ‘3 
Wadena School for all grades. 





The Tweidt Family 
Judy Tweidt (Kiland) 


Iwas the eldest of five children vorn to Melvin and Pearl 
qweidt. ly father had come to Canada from the U.S.A. as a boy and 
was raised in the district. My nother was born and raised near 
Fosston and her parents had cone from Sweden while ny father's 
parents were originally fron Norway. After their marriage, they 
Bettled in the Rotnun area where “I was able to take grades 1 to 7. 
Don Leitch taught me for many of those years, then Lloyd Nelson was 
the last teacher, prior to the school being closed. Mrs. Herman 
Allen was our occasional substitute teacher. 











Ny classmates those seven years were Beverly Leitch,Lowell 
qweidt, and I believe the short tine Dwight lahlum attended, he was 
also ia ny grade. ‘Ty two eldest brothers and I would go to school 
in winter by horse and cutter and we never failed to enjoy all the 
excitement of the annual Christmas concert. 


I married Zlwood Kilandiwho was from the Orpington district. 
Ye nave a fanily of two voys and live in Edson, Alberta where 
Elwood works. = 
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Larry Tweidt 


I was the eldest son of Melvin and Pearl Tweidt - two sisters 
Judy and Corinne and two brothers, Malcolm and Lyle completed our 
family. 


I attended Rotnum school from 1959 until its closing in"1963 
and took grades 1 to 4, ly teachers I seem to recall were, Don 
Leitch, Lloyd Nelson with firs. lernan Allen an occasional sub- 
stitute, My classmates were Kirk ‘ack & Debbie Scramstad and later 
on Kirk Moved to Birch River so Debbie and I were classmates through 
public school to graduation. 





I live in Edson, Alberta where I work as a machinist Millwright. 


Submitted by Selmer Tweidt. 


I was the sixth child of the Martin Tweidt's family, and born 
at Plaza North Dakota in March 1922. Two years later our family 
immigrated to Canada. 


As I was less than three years old, I have very little menory 
of the trip to Canada, but I do recall arriving at our new home 
east of Hendon. And ail of us children running excitedly to gee our 
new home. The memory of how excited everyone was remains with me 
to this day. 


We had travelled in a I9I7 Model T touring Ford car which by 
today's standards, wasn't built for great speed. I have been told 
by y older brothers and sisters how I took great enjoyment on the 
long trip riding astraddle of the side door on the old touring car. 
I believe it took us four days more or less, to make this trip. I 
have travelled this same distance in later years in a matter of one 
short day, but paved roads and modern cars are now a big factor. 


In 1928 I started to Rotnum School and ny teachers as I recall 
were Tliss Burnett, Charlie Spencer, Miss, Bryant, ?i Dalshaug and 
Don Leitch. My classmates were Glen Ostlie, Hans Peterson, Sam Evans, 
Ethel Schau and Martha Nelson. 


I also recall sone interesting activities in our school days, 
one in particular. At noon hour the teacher would allow us to leave 
the school yard and we rushed off to a big bluff of trees, located 
on ny Dad's fara near the school and also another bluff located on 
Otto Schau's farm, Here we had built large tents constructed of 
poles and sod. From these points we set out to hunt bush rabbits 
armed with sling shots and bows and arrows. In those years the bush 
rabbits seemed plentiful. I sometimes wonder if kids today, with 
much more colorful and perhaps very costly games and play equipment, 
enjoy thenselves near as "uch as we enjoyed our raboie hunts. 


These were the depression years which were now upon us, often 
referred to as the "dirty thirties! so I stayed home and helped with 
the farm work. In 19,0 I ventured out on ny own to look for work. I 
travelled east to Ontario, finding work was hard to come by. 
managed to obtain work at’Port Authur on a Pool terminal which 
still under construction. 





2o/ 
Some months later I returned home, and in the 
0 home, fi 
the U.S.A. joined with Canada, who was’ already ae vary ay brother 
gen and T wont back to the States, where we enlisted in the Arned 
ned out, I wa: 
perces. Ag dt turned out, Iwas sént to Seattle Wash. where I trained 


In 1945, I returned to Hendon, where I took H 
Nelvin and T’bought the Joseph Hangon faem ana on buss aeee, epgthers 
rarried Noreen lack of the Rounum districes | On UY 258hs 1953, 7 


In 1954, with our wee son, we movt 
1 1954, with A ed to the U.S.A. 
the next four years. On returning to Sask. wo purchased’a farm thee” 
was my wifes folks, and have since made our hone here and raised a 
‘anily of four sons, Darrell, Richard, Darwood and Robert. 


Darrell and Richard are now married, the ivi 
; former 1i Sask- 
atoon where he and T own a well drill outfit, and Roky makes his 
one near Hendon and works with an oil company in B.C. Darwood is 
ganager of a Co-Op Lunder in Naican and Robert attends Wadena High 


Our two daughter-in-laws are from this ts wi 
Lyla cones from duill Lake and Ricky's wite cones fon tke tendons? 
area. We have one grandson, Ty Daniel,“ “"® from the Hendon 


Submitted by Richard Tweidt. 


I attended Rotnun School for only one year, starting in the 
fall of 1962 until it's closing in June of 1963. At that time we 
were all bused to adena for our schooling. 


I can still remember some of the activities at recesses and 
noon hours, the most daring stunt being the initiation to the gang. 
One must first climo the old coal bin and then with great exertion , 
plunge, leaping across to the barn roof without falling to the ground. 
hank goodness I had a sturdy pair of wide crotched pants! 





Je all tried our hand at playing hockey, one day when the school 
bell rang, there were none of us boys to be found. It didn't take the 
teacher Long to locate us though, We all felt we had a valid reason 
and we presimed our teacher Lloyd Nelson was very understanding. We 
were too far away from the schoolhouse on our patch of ice to hear 
the bell and no one had a watch. 





When the first wet snow of winter and then again in the spring 
sone of the older boys would have a little game of Snow Ball, Firing 
Squad. This, I soon found was not 7y best game. As it was explained 
to ne, the object was to throw a snowball at the person against the 
wall and try to hit then. Well I always used to score a hit, so in 
hitting a score it becane that persons turn to stand at the barn wall. 
T seemed to end up standing against the wall, while snowballs hit 
the wall above me, After a few noon hours of this, I soon caught on to 
it and mn the interest for them died out. 


Many fine memories remain of Christmas concerts, Ball tournaments, 
meetings and ingots even though I was not always a part of them. The 
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memories of these get togethers will linger in my mind as part of 
my growing years. 


My wife and I are once again in the Hendon area after living 
in Melville, Jedburgh and Ituna, where I bought grain. Then later 
Saskatoon, but it's nice to have returned to our childhood area. 

Bev. is also a Hendon girl, daughter of Norman and Elsie Harvey. We 
have a little.son, Ty Daniel, who has red hair, I'm sure that he will 
carry on the families trade mark of red hair. 


I am presently working in the oil industry in B.C. but my time 
off is spent in the Hendon and Meadow Bank area. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Wallman. 
Submitted by Lydia Copithke (Wallman). 


Being among the early pioneers we lived a very simple life and 
were very poor. They told me that the house I was born in had a mud 
floor. We climbed upstairs by a ladder and slept on a straw mattress 
on the floor. 


There was no school or Church, just a Post Office and grocery 
store. 


Grandfather Wallman, on my father's side, raised cattle. The 
family was kept busy working hard down on the old farm. There were 
two sons, Jacob and Joseph, and six daughters, Susan, Sarah, Barb~ 
ara, Annie, Emma and Edith. 


Now Grandpa Wallman helped organize the Kelvingside School as 
we lived south-west of Kelvington. 


I had four brothers; Edward, Albert, Sam and Jim. I am the 
eldest. 


My mother's name was Mary Wallman from Dominion City, Man. My 
mother came to help on the farm. My dad knew my mother only one 
week. He took her out once and told her, "I like you, do you like 
me"? Dad's father being a minister married them. Quite an interest- 
ing romance, wasn't it? They got along very well, Mother passed 
away in I9I$. I was ten years old at the time. 


Dad married my mother's sister. Five boys were added to that 
union, Alfred, Harvey, Alex, Lloyd and Arthur. We got along somehow, 
it was rough, my wardrobe consisted of a skirt and blouse which I 
washed every saturday so that it was clean for Sunday church. 


We rode on horse back to school, fell off dozens of times, but 
the good guardian angel watched over us. 


If someone had an ear ache, Dad blew hot smoke from his pipe 
into that ear. Once one of the boys pulled another out from under 
the bed, he got a big sliver (those floors were not painted) 
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Dad took his pocket knife to perform an operation while the b 
held the patient. ! . ai 


At night we'd sit around the table by a kerosene light. When 
the door was opened and the light blew out, all we needed was an 
other match. We lived in one room. Those were rather close quarters. 
We never had a lock on our door. No one ever stole anything. No one 
would want anything we had anyway, so we didn't live in fear like 
many do today. 





I was very unhappy, so I prayed. Grandma did too, that I 
could leave home. God ‘answered my prayer, one day Reverend and Mrs. 
Hofer came from Chicago and held evangelic meetings in Grandma's 
house. I went with them. I had never seen them before, That was the 
happiest day of ny life. 


That was in 1927, and I have made Chicago my home ever since. 
The Joe Wallman Family. 


Joe Wallman was born at Freeman, South Dakota to Rev. and Mrs. 
Wallman, He came with his parents, brothers and sisters to Gorlits, 
Sask. in I80I where they took up ranching. 


In 1903 they drove from Gorlits to Kelvington in wagons. He 
married Mary Wallman in 1907 and to that union were five children 
iydta, Ed, Albert, Sam and James. The family home was on the S$ 32= 
36-12. 


Mrs. Wallman passed away in I9I8. Joe then married Mary's 
sister Maggie in 1920. To this second marriage five sons were born, 
Alfred, Harvey, Art,Alex and Lloyd. 


Maggie Wallman passed away in 1942. Joe retired in 1947 and 
passed away in 1963. 


Of the first family, two sons had predeceased their father, 
Ed in 1953 and Sam in T0865. Ed had worked for Willard Hall for many 
years and will be remembered for his singing at functions in Meadow 
Bank Hall, where one of his favorite songs sung was "I'm a Great 
Big Swede From North Dakota". 


Sam passed away in 1965. He and his brother Albert had worked at 
various places in the district and later owned and operated a cater- 
iller tractor, doing bulldosing and scrub cutting. The two had 
Bought a farm consisting of a section of land, but after Sam's death 
Albert sold out and moved into Wadena. Later he moved to Lintlaw 
and presently plans a move to Quill Lake. 


James is married and lives in Port Alberni B.C. Lydia, Mrs. 
Copithke lives in Chicago. 


Alf and Harvey were in the second World War from I94I to I946 
in the Army Division and both served overseas. 
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Alf is now married to Violet Colby (Wickstrom) and still farms 
but lives in Wadena. 


Harvey is married, has three children and lives in Regina were 
he works for Sask. Power. 


Alex is married and lives in Neepawa where he works as a 
carpenter. 


Art lives in Swift Current and is a Radio Announcer for C.K.S.W. 
He spent a great deal of his youth in and out of hospital, so a lot 
of his schoolifg was taken while a patient in Regina hospital. He has 
made a great name for himself in the field of radio announcing, in 
spite of his handicap. 


Art often talks,while on the air,of his home place known as 
"Moceassin Flats" and of going out every fall after threshing and 
filling up his mattress with new fresh straw and how they would 
have to clim> up on it the first few nights to get it into shape. 
He also recalls and mentions the warnth of the old feather tick on 
the beds. 


Lloyd is married to a former Fosston girl, has a family of five 
and lives in Surrey B.C. where he works as a plumber. 


It was in 1937 that a fire destroyed the Wallman home and while 
they were rebuilding, the boys, Harvey, Lloyd and Alex stayed at the 
W. Harrison's home and attended Rotnum’School. 


Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Weaver. 


Submitted by Dorothy E Kempka. 


My father Arthur Weaver and my mother Gwendoline Irene Weaver, 
ny brother Leslie Frank, and I arrived from England in 1924, and 
lived with my grandfather and grandmother Mr. ard Mrs. Richard 
Messenger, ny gothers parents, on their farn at Meadow Bank, until 
we located in Wadena, Sask. My father then resumed his profession of 
music teacher and organised the Wadena Band. 


Approximately six years later we moved back to Meadow Bank. My 
great aunt and uncle Mr, And Mrs. Fred Jones of that district, owned 
two farms, so we resided on the one. My father still taught music, 
tuned pianos and organised the Dynamite Five Orchestra. He played the 
piano, Clarence Masecar, (a former member of the Wadena band) played 
the cornet, Horace Newnin (formerly of England) played the druns, 
Thurlow Govan played the banjo and his two cousins Leighton and Curtis 
Gowan played the violin. The Dynamite Five Orchestra played for the 
dances at Meadow Bank Hall and my uncle Herbert Messenger was the 
Square Dance Caller. We would dance from nine at night until three 
in the morning. 


I attended Duck Creek School. It was a nice one room school 
house with a big ‘wood heater to keep us warm in the winter. Mona 
McKay was one of our school teachers, she was a wonderful warn 
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When she left we were fortunate to have another nice teacher, Eva 
Harrison. My schoolmates were, Muriel and Kenneth Donald, Harry 
Linden, Cora Lindsey, Percy and Thelma Gowan. 


After a few years at Meadow Bank we moved to Kelvington, Sask. 
where my mother and brother with his family still reside. 


The nationality of our family is English. While we resided in 
England, my father was in the music profession, He was also in the 
Signal Gore in world war one, and badly wounded. When world war two 
started he went to Camp Dundern, where he worked in communications, 
until the war was over. Later he became Postmaster for the Kelving- 
ton Post Office and was Postmaster until he passed away. 


Whitehead. 


Lorne Whitehead; 


Lorne was the oldest child of Agnes and Harry Whitehead who 
farmed in the Rotnum district. He took his first year of schooling 
at Rotnum with Wilf Harcourt as his teacher. By a strange twist of 
fate, Wilf was also his last teacher (principal ) when he finished 
high’school in Kelvington. 


Harry recalls what a time they had getting him to school when 
it rained, the road by the farm was in a direct line south to the 
school, but only a dirt road with no gravel and on wet days you 
might as well forget those two and one half miles. You just had to 
detour about twice that far to make the school. 


Lorne was a very shy little fellow and shed a few tears that 
first day, but he found a little playmate whom he knew before coming 
to school, so he and Leslie Scramstad shared a desk, until he got 
used to his new surroundings and the other children. 


Lorne married Eunice Raddons of Abbotsford B.C. and they have 
three children. They farm land in both Rotnum and Orpington district 
and live on his parents (formerly grandparents) home place. 


Wickstrom. 


Submitted by Birdie.(Wickstrom) Neilson. 


I originally came from the Willow Glen area, when I lived with 
Axel and Hilda Carlson for one year and attended Rotnum School. My 
older sister Ruby, now Mrs. Johnson of Rose Valley lived at Axel 
Carlsons for a number of years before I came, she left shortly after 
I came in the fall of I94l. 


I don't remember the teachers name, she was a very nice person. 
Once while the school class was out to play ball, as I was back cat- 
ching, I got hit with the bat on the bone of my eye brow. The scar 

is still there. It's funny to me now when I think of how hard I cried 
more over the dleeding than the hurting, and then the teacher cleaned 
it up and put a bandage on it.. 
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I have always remembered the children, I thought were so nice 
and especially remember mixing with Jessie Winarski.I also often 
talk about when Mrs. Carlson hesitated to help me with my homework, 
finally when she would tell me the reading word or spelling, she 
Would tell it to me in Swede (which we spoke at all times). Then at 
school we would take turns going up and stand along side the teachers 
desk, facing the class to read and when it was my turn to read I'd 
goq"P there and read the words in Swede as they were told to me by 

. Carlson. We often speak of this and wonder how many people in 
the school might remember this. As I read the words in Swede the 
teacher would look to the side and smile and the class would look 
up and smile, but both teacher and class smiled in a nice fun way. 





On our way home from school Jean Evenson and I took so long 
in coming home that her mother and Mrs, Carlson would phone one 
soother and be looking and waiting for us as we played on the road 

ome. 


Mr, and Mrs. Wickwire. 


The Wickwire family with their four sons, Harold, Lloyd, Neil 
and Kenneth came from southern Saskatchewan and they rented land 
from Mr. Carl Peters. 


Later they came to live on the S.E.4 24- 36- 13, The land now 
farmed by Lorne Whitehead. While the boys were too old to attend 
Rotnum School, they were a great addition to the social life of 
the district. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Winarski. 


Joe and Tina Winarski had come to Canada from Poland and came 
to live in the Rotnum district when they purchased the N.W.2 I3- 36- 
13. 


They had a family of four children, two boys and two girls all 
of whom attended Rotnum school. 


The oldest boy Stanley went to Ontario and worked for Brantford 
Twine Co, Jessie lives in Alberta and Teddy was also in Alberta. 
Working in Conservation. The youngest of the family, Caroline trained 
as aPsychiatric nurse in Moose Jaw where she married Ted Torgenrud. 
and they make their home there. 


Joe sold this quarter of land in 1945 to Sig Scramstad and moved 
to the Harrow district west of Hendon. A few years later they sold 
that farm and bought a house in Wadena where they now enjoy retirement. 


2o7 
Mr. and Mrs. James Wright. 


Submitted by Shirley Elliott (Wright). 


James Wright, soldier and farmer, was born in Manitoba in 1893, 
Following service in the First World War he arrived in the Meadow 
Bank area in 1923 and took up a homestead. The virgin farmland was 
located on the S.4 II- 36- 12. No power or telephone lines have 
ever graced the rolling fields, which were cleared and broken with 
horses, crude implements and mach hard work. 


In Dec. 1925 he married the former Elizabeth Hope, who was born 
at Marchwell, N.W.T. in 1905. In 1927 Shirley was born’ at the Red 
Cross Nursing Hospital in Kelvington. Frances arrived in 1928 and 
Jamie in 1930, the latter two being born in the Wadena Union Hospital. 


The young family entered into the spirit of the community. Many 
Sunday's saw Jimie with scissors and hair clippers in hand doing 
the barbering for the bachelor neighbours of the area, who usually 
stayed to enjoy a hearty home-cooked meal prepared on’the wood stove. 


Each season had its special joys for the Wright family- they 
all loved the outdoors, and during the year watched hopefully for the 
arrival of newborn calves, piglets, horses, chickens, turkeys and the 
downey gosslings. A large garden was planted, and uniess 100 quarts 
of Saskatoons and rhubarb’ was canned every year, the family would 
starve! Threshing time was always an exciting season, one year four 
young men arrived from Ontario, and that was one of the best harve- 
sts,since they took up all the potatoes and garden stuff while wait- 
ing’ for the sun to shine. 


School days will never be forgotten, nor will church and sunday 
school,which was held in the Meadow Bank’hall. Who in the neighbor- 
hood could forget the Christmas Concerts, the numerous times when 
the chicken pox or measles invaded the halls of learning prior to 
concert night! Remember the year when a girls drill was a must, but 
how, with only five girls in school. Whether it was the persuasion 
of the teacher, or threats from the girls, Dennis came to the rescue 
and dressed in’a white dress, silk stockings, his sister's oxfords, 
and with a little make-up and a ribbon in his hair, was accorded 
three cheers from the audience when the drill was over. Those were 
the days, when a short hair cut was made to look faminine with a 
ribbon or tiny flower. 


A highlight of the winter was the plays that were staged in 
Meadow Bank by the young actors and actresses of the community, and 
Mrs. Wright was called upon to be the stage director. Following 
several weeks of practice at Duck Creek School and then at the hall, 
the great night came’ What a night it was- and sometimes followed 
by a dance. Suppose the proceeds were used for the community, the 
writer was not old enough to worry about such things. 


The winters were long and tiresome and with a long school 
holiday, many card parties were held in the various homes within 
the confines of the school district. And housewarming parties, the 
house bulging with wellewishers, and the barn full of horses patie- 
ntly waiting to start the long trek home in the wee hours of the 
morning, and especially in an open sleigh or cutter. The kids would 
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cuddle under the covers and watch the Northern Lights danceing in 
the sky, could almost hear them whispering and crackling in the cold 
stillness of a winter night. 


Grades one to eight were taught in school, and after that, it 
was a correspondence course or high school in’town. Shirley and 
Frances attended school while taking grades nine and ten by correp- 
ondence, and then the excitement of planning to go to town and to 
take grade eleven. To find room and board was rather a large problem 
and it was finally solved with the renting of one room to share and 
board with Mrs. Mackenzie for $15.00 per month each and all the food 
that could be brought in from the farm, These arrangements lasted 
about two months, the farm was rented, an auction sale held, and 
the family moved’to town. After following many leads and tracking 
down landlords, the family moved into an unmodern house owned by the 
local dairyman, on the outskirts of town. 


The following two years were very busy, with school and part- 
time jobs, the kids soon settled into a routine. Jimmie was offered 
many carpenter jobs and he soon worked twelve months a year at a 
hobby he thoroughly enjoyed. Not to be outdone by his family, Mrs. 
Wright became a telephone operator, a position she held for éight 
years. She also took a writer's course and worked as a news reporter 
for the Kelvington Radio, Regina Leader Post, Saskatoon Star- Phoenix 
and C.K.B.I, radio station. After graduation, Shirley became a teller 
in the Bank of Commerce, Frances worked at the local creamery and 
Jamie worked at the Galaxy Theatre, and became a very good projectio- 
nist. He later moved to Edmonton and worked as a painter, obtaining 
his journeyman papers, and eventually took an electrical course, 
worked on the Dew line and is presently working in Illinois, U.S.A. 


Mrs. Wright passed away in Jan. 1968 following a lengthy illness, 
and Mr. Wright passed away in Dec. 1973. 


Frances married Harold Pearson and lives at Hudson Bay,Sask. 
Shirley is the only family member living here and is married to 
Milton Elliott. 


The Dick Yeo Family. 
Submitted by May Whithead (Yeo). 


My Mother and Father, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Yeo came to Canada from 
Devonshire England in 1903. I was then eight years old and we made 
our home in the Wallan district of the Yorkton area, where Dad worked 
for a Mr. Hall and I attended Wallan School. 


In the summer of 1906, Dad decider to move the family to the 
homestead in the Wadena area, driving across country from Rhein to 
Sheho with horses and a covered wagon and trailing the cattle. We 
completed the journey to live on our honestead, the NE. 26- 36- 

36 

My folks had the Orpington Post Office in their home for some 
years, the name Orpington being chosen because of the Orpington 
chickens that Dad raised. The Louis Weeklunds later took over this 
service. Mother and Dad adopted my brother Louis as a young lad, 
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after we had settled on the homestead. Dad served as councillor of 
the Local Improvement District before the Lakeview Municipality was 
formed. In later years, he served a term as Deputy- Reeve of the 
Municipality. 


Meadow Bank hall was then the centre of all social life, as well 
as all church services, so my folks were a part of all the social 
activities in the hall in those early homestead years. 


Dad loved to sing and was always in demand at these gatherings, 
some of his favorite ballads being "Grandfathers Clock" and " 0 
Prairie Land". Mother and Dad told us of the night they had been 
attending a gathering at the hall, when a fierce thunder storm came 
up. They hurried to get the team out of the barn and get on their 
way home,when the winds began to blow with great gusts. A few min- 
utes after getting set to drive off, a great gust came demolishing 
the barn and driving 2 by 4's into the ground. Carl Peters who had 
been leaving at the same time, managed to grab a post in the 
ground and hang on until things settled a bit. Brother Louis had 
been at home in bed when the winds rose and a great gust blew his 
bedroom window in, showering his bed with glass. 


Tom Whitehead had come from England in 1911 and we met and 
married at my folks home in Feb. 23rd,191j. When we moved to our 
own place and built our first house, boris Harmon (Prouse) looked 
after our baby son Harry. 


Mother and Dad had been among the guests at the wedding of her 
(Dorists) mother Jeannie to Ed Harmon in. 1907. 


Mother passed away in Jan. on 1936 after a short illness, and 
Tom and I cared for Dad in our home until his death in 1940. 





Above. Mr. and Mrs. Carlson, 
Ruby Johnson. 


Right. Grandma and Grandpa 
Monson. 
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